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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Minutes

Thursday, February 8, 2007
2:30 p.m.

California Department of Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street, Auditorium

Sacramento, CA
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Officers:




Directors:




Jerry Prieto, President 

Dave Whitmer

Greg Van Wassenhove






Gary Kunkel 

Dennis Gudgel

Tim Niswander, V.P. Ag.

Dave Bengston 
Mark Lockhart



Jim Delperdang, V.P. Wts & Meas. 
Gary Caseri

Bill Stephans

Ed Meyer, Secretary


Bob Lilley

Kurt Floren

I. Call to Order : The meeting was brought to order at 2:40 PM
President Prieto recognized Ed Layayae on this being his last CACASA meeting and the group extended their best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement. 
II. Ethics Committee Report- Howard

Our Dean reported that the Ethics Committee had met on Wednesday morning with Ken Corbishley, newly appointed Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer for Santa Cruz County. The Committee reviewed with Mr. Corbishley the Association’s Code of Ethics and Procedures and confirmed he has taken an oath of office. He will be formally inducted as a member of CACASA at the Spring Conference in Fresno.
III. Approval of Minutes

It was M/S/C to approve the Board of Directors Minutes of November 6, 2006. It was also M/S/C to approve the Board of Directors Minutes of November 9, 2006
IV. Old Business

a. Executive Director Report
i. Succession Survey- Dan presented the results of the survey. He found some of the questions needed to be clearer in order to provide a more uniform response. Funding issues and related legislation- These issues had already been discussed in other Committee Meetings – no action items

b. Biocontrol Field Conference- update- Dave Whitmer gave the report for Mary Pfeiffer – to date about 60% of commissioners have responded to survey on field conference. It will be planned for the end of May or early part of June. More than likely the conference will be held at the Turtle Bay conference room. Information will be sent out. Please send agenda topics to Mary Pfeiffer as soon as possible. 
V. New Business

a. Conference Committee Report- 

i. 2007 Spring Conference – Prieto

A site has been selected for offsite activities. Help is needed in selecting a site for the golf tournament. The host hotel is the Piccadilly Inn University across the street from Fresno State University. Guest speakers that Jerry may contact include Coach Hill of Fresno State’s Football program.
The minor league baseball team, Fresno Grizzly’s, will be in town Thursday evening during the conference. Thursday is $1 beer night at their downtown stadium. 

Leon Spaugy is making arrangements for an offsite banquet. 

ii. 2008 Spring Conference – Lauritzen

The site will be the Carmel Mission Inn- The Coast Group visited their facilities and meeting rooms. It looks like a good venue and will offer the State per diem rate.
b. Disaster declarations- Prieto

President Prieto wanted to thank Secretary Kawamura and his executive staff on their long hours and hard work to respond the needs of the industry effected by the freeze in January. Their efforts along with those of the Governor’s Office are greatly appreciated.
c. Changes in State Forms? / Web entry – Ed Williams

The CDFA monthly reports are being web enabled. It will be totally voluntary for counties to enter data on the web enabled reports until an interface can be built that will allow the transfer of county electronically generated forms. Since the effort was being made to build these web enabled forms, Ed wanted to be sure that he was made aware of any changes being made to the current monthly report forms. 
d. Referral From SCACASA:
i. Monthly Board of Directors Conference Call – Jim Delperdang
Have executive director setup a monthly conference call for the Board of Directors for months when we do not have a meeting. Jerry indicated no  motion was necessary, he was already implementing the conference calls.  
VI. Committee Action Items
a. PRAC
i. M/S/C To recommend that the Board of Directors approve a 7% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) from the baseline established in regulations for disbursement in 2007 (3% above the 2006 disbursement).
ii. M/S/C To recommend that the Board of Directors support the Mill Tax Subcommittee’s recommendation for AgGIS, RMMS and AIRS, including ongoing maintenance, in an amount to be negotiated with DPR. CACASA requests continued financial commitment from DPR for these programs.

iii. M/S/C To recommend that the Board of Directors direct the Mill Tax Subcommittee review performance criteria as a condition of mill dispersal and make recommendations at the Spring Conference.

iv. M/S/C To recommend that the Board of Directors direct the PRAMR (Report 5) subcommittee to review and analyze report data for anomalies (data outside normal expectations) and make appropriate recommendations.

v. M/S/C To recommend that the Board of Directors request DPR to amend CCR Section 6130 to include the term “serious” under the Class A violations.
b. Pest Prevention
i. M/S/C to encourage CDFA and USDA to make improvements to the EXCERPT program and to provide periodic updates on progress.

ii. M/S/C to form a CDFA/CACASA committee to review the concept of blending Report 4 and 4a and present an outline of proposed changes at the Spring Conference.
c. Personnel Standards

i. M/S/C to recommend the Board of Directors request that CDFA explore the option of adding more exams and offering them on line so that they can be taken at will.
d. Legislation

i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA support CDFA’s effort to secure funding through the budget process or the introduction of a legislative bill that would provide funding for the eradication of the Diaprepes Root Weevil
ii. Reconsidered committee motion on AB87 to recognize Paso Robles Wine District. Motion had failed in committee. After Review of the Bill – it is not just a local bill and has technical adjustments that affect the other areas of the State. Greg Van Wassenhove asked to change the CACASA position to an indication of SUPPORT. M/S/C 

iii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA support AB 186 (Maze) regarding the sunset extension of Rural Crime Prevention and work with the author to explore expanding the program to additional counties. 
iv. M/S/C to support AB 156 – cacasa sponsored legistion

v. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA request that the Chair of the Legislative Committee to form a subcommittee to develop a system-wide approach to fund CDFA and CACASA pest exclusion programs that include the programs of High Risk Pest Exclusion, Border Stations and Interior/Nursery.
vi. M/S/C to appoint a subcommittee for the purpose of updating exclusion data. The subcommittee is comprised of Price, Atkins, Carl, Van Wassenhove, and Prieto.
vii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA support AB126 (Beal) to expand the structural fee program to include Santa Clara County and other counties with concurrence of their local structural industry. 

e. Weed and Vertebrate
No action items

f. Food Safety and Agricultural Security 

No action items

g. Laws and Regulations
i. MSC To refer back to the area groups a request to review W&M fees for inspection of water dispensers to determine if they are appropriate or need adjusting. 
ii. Regarding a request for a change to B&P Code Section 12500(e) M/S/C to revisit the issue during the Spring Conference and have the Coast Deputy Group make a more detailed presentation to the L&R Committee.

iii. A subcommittee was formed to work on cleanup of CCR Title 4 Section 4800. The chair has requested a volunteer from each Area Group to work on the subcommittee.

VII. Executive Session
Paul Gosselin… discussed CAC expectations, DPR commitment and limitations on funding support for IT projects. Suggested a consultant be selected to provide oversight of the RM development process.
a.
Honorary Life Membership Nomination – Sac Valley
i. M/S/C to grant Honorary Life Membership to AJ Yates & Aureilio Pasadas for their dedication and contributions.
VIII. Additional Agenda Items 

a. DPR Director, Mary Ann Warmerdam acknowledged that last twelve months have been tough with the role out of the Enforcement Response Regulations.  She has been making presentations around the state. As a group there has been a favorable response and recognition that we need to manage our own house. She recently met with growers in Kings County. She had an opportunity to get a hands on experience with the permit process.

There are many challenges with 2007 leg package. There is an aggressive December 31, 2007 court deadline to work through the Fumigation Legislative package. Director Warmerdam appreciates the CAC input and assistance in developing the package. We need to be in partnership in working with the regulated community and meet our obligation to reduce VOCs. 

Director Warmerdam was thanked for indicating to RCRC that we are doing an outstanding job.

b.
Ed Williams : Special Assistants will help with attending area groups while the selection process is underway to fill his Liaison position. Ed will continue to be the individual that you contact with questions: 

The Board Adjourned in memory of Kurt Floren’s mother.
Respectfully submitted,
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Executive Secretary
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