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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Minutes
Thursday, August 9, 2007
California Department of Food and Agriculture
Auditorium – 1220 N Street
Sacramento
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Officers:




Directors:


Earl McPhail, President


Dave Whitmer
Greg Van Wassenhove
Mike Boitano, President-Elect

Mark Lockhart
Steve Hajik
Scott Hudson, V.P. Agriculture

Bill Stephans

Rick Landon
Bob Atkins, V.P. Weights & Measures
Dennis Gudgel
Bob Rolan
Mark Quisenberry, Exec. Secretary
Kurt Floren

Rick LeFeuvre



Jerry Prieto, Jr., Past President
I. Call to Order – Open Session 
The meeting was called to order by President McPhail at 1:00 p.m.

II. Approval of Minutes

It was M/S/C to approve the Minutes of February 8, 2007, May 14, 2007, May 16, 2007, and May 18, 2007.
III. Old Business
a. Executive Director Update – Dan Webb

Dan Webb updated the Board on AB 1713 and future projections for funding.

IV. New Business
a. Leadership Meeting- Earl McPhail

President McPhail outlined his vision for advancing the Association such as   our professional stature, monthly Board conference calls, concurrent committee meetings, relevance of committee agenda topics, a Sergeant-of-Arms, and vendor sales. 
Discussion ensued and is summarized below: 

The membership appreciated Earl’s suggestions to further our Association.

It was the concurrence of the membership that open, separate committee meetings were a educational benefit for all; agendas need to be relevant, timely, and unfinished business prioritized over new business, reports and additional agenda items; pertinent handouts (reports) should be submitted with agendas or at least prior to the conference; committees and subcommittees need to meet as needed to improve Association business; committee members need to be properly assigned and committed to their 
assignment; committees need to regulate their meeting instead of assigning a
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Sergeant-of-Arms; committee minutes need to be posted in a timely manner; and that vendor sales proposals need to be separate from the committee meetings at the vendors expense.

b. Items removed from the agenda
None.

V. Committee Reports – the Board approved the following motions – 
a. Audit

Discussion centered on the committee activities and audit necessity. The committee believed the cost of a full audit was not justifiable ($10K - $15K), and with the assistance of the Executive Director will conduct a fiscal review. The review will also include suggested accounting practices and investment strategies. The committee will reconvene in September to adopt a recommendation for the Finance Committee. 

b. Conference Planning
Interim conferences have been scheduled for February 6 and 7, 2008, and August 6 and 7, 2008 in Sacramento. The Spring Conference has been set for May 5 through 9, 2008 in Monterey. The 2009 Spring Conference is being planned for the south.

c. Pesticide Regulatory Affairs

It was M/S/C to approve San Francisco County’s request for a mill distribution adjustment of $71,796 and allow those funds to be drawn from the existing trust account overseen by Los Angeles County.
It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that a letter signed by CACASA President McPhail be sent to USEPA Administrator Steven Johnson urging that the proposed pesticide container recycling rules be published immediately.

President McPhail informed the Board that after DPR develops their strategic plan a group of commissioners will be invited to review that plan. Bill Gillette will chair the subcommittee and one member from each area group on the PRAC will be invited to assist.
d. Laws and Regulations

It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to approve up to $2K in Rite Aid funds for a CACASA static display for public education and outreach.
It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to approve up to $370 of Rite Aid funds in order for Solano County District Attorney DaniJo Handell attend the 2007 Assistant Ag Commissioners/Sealers Conference.
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It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that the Rite Aid price verification training reimbursement guidelines should be amended to: (1) actual meal allowance be increased up to $50 per day for those traveling over 50 miles from a county office, (2) mileage reimbursement at the current IRS permissible rate, and (3) for attending price verification training greater than 50 miles the maximum allowable reimbursement would be $400.

e. Personnel Standards

It was M/S/C to accept CDFA’s offer to administer the Deputy written exam simultaneously with the Biologist/Inspector exams in October.
f. Legislation

It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to authorize CACASA members to travel to Washington D.C. on legislative issues and to reimburse their reasonable expenses as allowed by the budget.

It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to request the Laws and Regulations Committee send a letter opposing the amended version of SB 970 (Ridley-Thomas) regarding fuel meters.

It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to change its position from “support” to “watch” on SB 220 (Corbett) regarding vended water.

g. Weed and Vertebrate

The committee met at this Interim but had no action items to bring before the Board of Directors.

h. Pest Prevention

It was M/S/C to recommend that the Board of Directors oppose the proposed USDA phytosanitary fees by having President McPhail send a letter regarding our concerns and to encourage all CAC’s to do so as well by the August 13, 2007 public comment deadline.
VI. Executive Session
a. Nominations for Life Membership

It was M/S/C to approve the Life Membership recommendations of the Coast and North Area Groups.

b. Funding Issues and Related Legislation

Dan Webb updated the Association on topics of interest.
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VII.
Additional Agenda Items
a. President updates:

President McPhail informed the Board that Secretary Kawamura requested that CACASA send a letter to Federal OMB concerning the funding for LBAM; The Board M/S/C to approve the request.
President McPhail informed the Board that Secretary Kawamura requested that CACASA send a letter in support of S1160 concerning the Farm Bill and specialty crops; the Board M/S/C to approve the request. 

b. Director Report – Mary-Ann Warmerdam

Mary-Ann discussed her intentions to meet and confer with all area groups before the end of 2007; to meet individually with CAC’s regarding the intricacy of the county/state PUE program; expressed gratitude for our due diligence in implementing the Enforcement Response regulatory responsibilities; requested that CAC’s identify strong and weak elements of the PUE program; DPR will continue water and air monitoring to strengthen the scientific base of our for regulatory program; and DPR is looking at BCP’s to enhance county staff training and to develop a pest management grant program focused on urban pesticide use.
c. VOC Conference Calls – Paul Gosselin
Paul summarized the conference call importance, dates and times.

d. Informational Updates
1.  OES requires individual county disaster reports and in turn OES 
coordinates statewide disaster declarations. 

2. DDT recently found in water samples are being used by environmentalists to proclaim that DDT is being imported from Mexico for agricultural use; the samples actually reflect legacy use.  
VIII.
Adjournment
President McPhail adjourned the meeting at 2:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Mark Quisenberry, Executive Secretary
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