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I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Weed and Vertebrate Chair, Karl Bishop, at 9:32 a.m. 

II. Approval of the Minutes for May 15, 2007.

II. It was M/S/P to approve the Minutes for May 15, 2007.
III. Old Business

III. USFS Vallejo NEPA Meeting – Karl Bishop

Karl attended a meeting with the Forest Service on May 22nd  Vallejo. 






Others attending included Bill Stephans, Jim Pena, Dave Bakke, Steve Schoenig  and Sheri Rohrer.  The inability to treat noxious weeds on Federal lands was discussed.  The Forest Service also expressed their frustration and the general problem of working through the NEPA process.  Jim Pena and Dave Bakke are going to work on the problem of noxious and invasive weeds on forest lands and develop a plan to address the problem.  Then the NEPA’s can be done to allow the plans to be implemented.  No timeframe for plan development was discussed.  

 

b.
CALIWAC Meeting – Mike Boitano 
A couple of meetings were held with CALIWAC, one in June and another August 8, 2007.   Both had good dialogue, CALIWAC was instrumental in assisting with the issue of WMA funding and reaching consensus with the Department.  The recent meeting on August 8th included the group’s thoughts on the weed program in general including discussions regarding the Department’s program infrastructure and future funding.  Bob Dowell has made a commitment to look into getting a core weed program back within the Department.  CALIWAC is very supportive and continues to lobby for the program at the State and Federal level.  Discussed WMA’s throughout the State, how they are structured and a desire to see more uniformity.  CALIIWAC had put together a draft suggested list of requirements for WMA’s to keep the programs strong and ensure ongoing support.  Mike will get out to the Area Groups for further input and comment.  The CALIWAC folks also discussed a desire to further pursue legislation in hopes of getting funding directly to the counties. 
III. Weed Sub-committee Report – George Milovich
In addition to what was covered above George briefly reviewed the most recent sub-committee meeting reiterating the importance of CACASA and Area Group participation and input in the weed program development process and how the Department might best move forward, especially in it’s attempt to re-establish the Departments control and eradication program of the past that included coordinated outreach and support for CAC  weed programs.  Bob Dowell is in the process of developing a core weed program “white paper” for further discussion.  
III. Wildlife Services Update – Boitano/Craig Coolahan
The most recent WS Sub-committee meeting with representation from CACASA, the Department, and WS, discussed the overall WS funding issue.  A subsequent follow-up meeting with CDFA furthered the discussion and suggested doing a gap analysis regarding areas in the program that are deficient.  The Animal Health Branch and Dr. Breitmeyer have expressed an interest and a commitment at looking into the issue.  The idea is to look into and seek new funding for County WS programs.   
Craig discussed the Federal 2007 budget where the program operated on a continuous resolution and that the 2008 budget was passed by the House and then sent to the Senate in September.  Again he not sure on the outcome. Last year the Sheep Industry asked for $8M in funding and this year is asking for 3M.  This added funding was not in House appropriations but hoping for something when the bill is address by the Senate.  

Ongoing personnel changes include hiring someone for the disease program position.  AI surveillance continues with DF&G and the Waterfowl  Association.  Cindy Smith is the new Acting Administrator for USDA and is familiar with the WS Program.  Eric Covington is the Acting District Supervisor in the San Luis Obispo area.

WS does have a draft agreement with the DF&G that would allow WS to initiate investigations involving mountain lion depredations and to include the “taking” prior to a formal permit being issued.  

Recently WS has been dealing with a new DF&G issue involving lead bullets not allowed to be used in the Condor range.  Permits issued for depredation will have a stipulation that non-leaded bullets are to be used or the carcass shall be removed from the area.  Barnes Bullets Inc. does manufacture non-leaded bullets.  In the future non-leaded bullets may very well be required for general hunting in the range.  The DF&G has a new expanded map of the Condor range.

Craig further discussed the WS funding issue with the Department and the gap analysis.  WS will be looking into new areas where additional work could be performed including the area of food safety.  The Department does not want to justify funding with old work and must look at new issues/workload to justify the need for funding.         


e.
CDFA report - Leavitt
Coleen Meyers is the Department’s new GIS mapping specialist who will be working on a new internet prototype mapping program. Coleen discussed how the new database mapping system will work.  Currently the Department has an “A” rated weed database that tracks terrestrial weeds and are also working towards tracking aquatic weeds.  In the IPC Branch with other mapping such as curly top and pink bollworm programs, the plans is to integrate all these to the internet map server and ultimately to work with CACASA to have a public site.  A password protected site would be maintained for CAC’s and other interested individuals.  Coleen gave a presentation of how to query the mapping system database and how the program might work in general.  The hope is to expand the program to include all species of interest with the potential to utilize the database to depict program status and future needs.  The system should be up and running in a month or so.
Japanese  Dodder – Lorick

Currently, there are 159 sites in 13 infested counties, primarily in the Central Valley with 97% of these sites having been treated.  The last find was in Fresno County with two new county sites in Butte and Sutter.  The Department had originally anticipated a couple hundred sites for 2007 but because of drought like conditions and the recent freeze fewer than 30 sites were discovered, mostly in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.   Another mailing of informational postcards, posters and flyers will go out and will include adjacent counties. Surveying continues.

Hydrilla Update – Akers

The 2006 Annual Hydrilla Report is now posted on the Department’s website.  Routine progress is being made throughout the State.  Started treatments in Redding with no new finds; Chowchilla River water levels are very low and practically dry, nothing has been found since 2002 and one more negative find year will meet criteria for declaring eradication; treatments continuing in Yuba and Nevada Counties; nothing found in Calaveras for over two years; Clear Lake negative since 2003 and treatments ceased in 2006.  Protocol calls for three years of treatment with no finds and then survey for an additional three years. In this case, knowing Sonar has a long residual, some plants have been observed after residual wears off. While the last finds were two weeks ago, overall, progress has been very good.  Work will continue but crews have been assisting with the quagga mussel survey.

IV.
Adjournment

There being no further business the Committee adjourned at 10:32.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Caseri, Secretary 

