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MINUTES

PERSONNEL STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Thursday, August 7, 2008

11:40 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
California Department of Food and Agriculture, Auditorium
Sacramento, CA.

Committee Members:
Tim Niswander, Chair
Jeff Plyman

Pat Griffin

Steve Birdsall

Ruben Arroyo

Mary Mutz

Dennis Bray

George Milovich

Gary Caseri


Rick Gurrola

Lisa Correia

I. Call to Order

II. Minutes of May 8, 2008 Approved
III. Reports

a. CDFA ~ Masuhara
i. County Licensing Branch has been reorganized and is now under the control of the Liaison (Kevin Masuhara).  
ii. The deadline for the third round of exams has conflicted with the results from the second round results.  Refunds will be an option on an individual basis.  Call the office if there are any questions.
iii. The County Licensing Branch will be looking into the amount charged to confirm that it is equitable and that cost recovery is occurring.
iv. The Branch is processing the license renewals, Mr. Masuhara had sent out an email to the counties requesting info to update their database.
v. The Branch is also conceptually looking at the needs of the system vs. the needs of the counties (vacancies).

b. CASAP ~ Niswander
i. Workshops where held on July 26th in Contra Costa.  The workshops included half day Inspector Biologist Exam reviews and half day Management Leadership Skills. Mr. Niswander received positive feedback.
ii. January 17-18, 2009 is slated for the Annual CASAP Conference in San Luis Obispo.  
c. Exam Review sub-committee ~ Niswander
i. Mr. Niswander reported that 18-20 different questions from the written deputy had been reviewed for understandability and revised accordingly.   
ii. The sub-committee plans to continue looking into the various options available for increasing the frequency of written exams.
IV. Unfinished Business

a. CAO/CEO/BOS Letter ~ Niswander
i. The sub-committee met and came up with a draft letter for our use (See Attached).
ii. Ms. Mutz mentioned that the Sac Valley felt the letter should come from industry for a greater impact.  Some ideas of forwarding on to the Executive Committee to work with industry and also posting the letter on the CACASA website. 
iii. MSP to postpone the “Letter” till winter conference to allow the Area Groups time to consider its use.  

Respectfully submitted, 
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Ruben J. Arroyo, Secretary
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