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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Minutes
Wednesday, October 1, 2008
Conference Call
COMMITTEE MEMBERS (Present √)
Officers: 
Directors:


√Mike Boitano, President

√Dave Whitmer
√Eric Lauritzen
√Scott Hudson, President-Elect

√Bob Rolan
√Dave Robinson
√Bob Atkins, Vice-President (Ag)
√Mary Pfeiffer
√Rick Gurrola



√Bill Stephans, Vice-President (W&M)
√Rick Landon
√Mark Black
√Mark Quisenberry, Secretary
√Rick LeFeuvre
√John Gardner
√Dennis Bray, Past-President

√Guests: Association Membership, DMS, USDA (for Chilean Grapes), County/State 
               Liaisons, DPR and Tim Cansler
I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President Boitano at 10:03 a.m.

II. Old (Unfinished) Business

- None - 
III. New Business

a. Tuolumne County’s Request to Implement RMMS

It was M/S/C to accept Tuolumne’s request to change from AgGIS to RMMS from non-committed funds. 

b. USDA’s Proposal to Adopt Dry Tares effective October 9, 2008

Originally (March 28, 2006) USDA sought to adopt Handbook 133 without citing their intent to adopt dry tares. An in-depth discussion ensued. It was M/S/C to forward a letter to USDA requesting that they re-notice their intent to adopt Handbook 133 with dry tares, based on a failure to appropriately state their intent and allow for proper public comment; including a reference to consumer economic impacts.
c. Revisit 3 CCR § 6618 and DPR Public Rulemaking Package 08-002
Mandatory posting of fields after every application for potential public infringement is an industry and WMA concern. Chuck Andrews discussed the improved grower-worker, worker-grower communication rationale behind the proposed rulemaking. The public comment period has been extended to November 20, 2008. It was requested that individual CAC and Area Group comments be distributed to all Area Groups for discussion.
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d. Importation of Chilean Grapes under a Systems Approach
Concern was raised that USDA’s proposal fails to adequately define Chilean government or grower certification processes, sampling procedures and other guidelines, where a low-incidence of an economic pest will allow for importation. Low incidence does not equate to free-from. John Lloyd commented that USDA will also do an inspection upon arrival and infested grapes would be methyl bromide fumigated or re-exported. Concern was raised about stringent fumigation VOC’s. Richard Price, Scott Hudson and Carol Hafner will draft a letter during the public comment period.
IV. Executive Session

a. Washington Report

Tim Cansler led a discussion on the USDA phytosanitary visit and updated the Association on the Farm Bill funding provisions and other appropriations.
b. CDFA’s Position on Wet Tares

It was M/S/C to inform the Secretary by letter regarding CACASA’s position concerning USDA’s dry tare regulation and encourage his joint participation in this regard. The Executive Board will also address this issue at the CACASA/CDFA October quarterly meeting, with a follow-up Board meeting shortly thereafter on this and other consultation concerns.
c. Washington DC Representative

A subcommittee of Frank Carl, Scott Hudson and Eric Lauritzen will address a scope of service contract of up to $5K per month.  
d. Region 5 Water Board Irrigated Lands Stakeholder Workgroup
Rick Landon will request appointment to this workgroup to represent CACASA.
V.
Adjournment
President Boitano adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Mark Quisenberry, Executive Secretary
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