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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES
Thursday, July 10, 2008
9:00 a.m.
California Farm Bureau Federation

2300 River Plaza Drive

Sacramento, California

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Officers: 
Directors:


Mike Boitano, President
Dave Whitmer
Eric Lauritzen
Scott Hudson, President-Elect
Bob Rolan
Dave Robinson
Bob Atkins, Vice-President (Ag)
Mary Pfeiffer
Rick Gurrola



Bill Stephans, Vice-President (W&M)
Rick Landon
Mark Black
Mark Quisenberry, Secretary
Rick LeFeuvre
John Gardner
Earl McPhail, Past-President

I. Call to Order – Open Session
President Boitano opened the meeting at 9:07 a.m.
II. Old (Unfinished) Business

a. Commissioner/Sealer Vacancies
Kevin Masuhara updated the Board on the current county vacancies and ongoing recruitments in San Francisco, Plumas/Sierra, Fresno, Sonoma and Ventura. Humboldt is contracting with Pat Griffin.
b. Diaprepes Root Weevil
It was M/S/C that President Boitano send a letter to Secretary Kawamura requesting CDFA pursue funding necessary to continue the eradication of the Diaprepes Root Weevil in Southern California.  
c. FY2008-09 proposed Budget: Long Range Planning Retreat

Deferred to August Interim.
III.
New Business


a.
Funding CACASA through interest on the gas tax
Discussion deferred to Executive Session.


b.
Establishing a Consumer or Environmental Protection Fund
Current restrictions on the Rite-Aid and Safeway (QC) Trust Funds hinder the funds use. Discussion focused on future settlement language to allow for easier disbursements. Bill Stephans will take the lead and discuss options with the District Attorney’s Association.
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IV.
Additional Agenda Items 

a.
FY2008-09 Pest Detection Contracts 

Debby Tanouye and John Hooper discussed USDA’s funding cuts and the impacts on the pest detection program. Six possible cuts were discussed. Debby and Richard Price will notify all counties regarding the cuts and ask which version is best to remain biologically defensible. Our DC team will also request USDA to reinstate funding in light of ongoing new pest detections.  
V.
Executive (Closed) Session
a.
Computer Consultant
Bob Lilley discussed the RFP. Copies will be distributed for Association feedback, with final approval at the August Interim.
b.
Continuing Presence in Washington DC
Possible funding sources include the AgGIS refund of $50K, county donations, dues cost-of-living increases, and other methods used by other groups (CSAC). It was M/S/C to explore, in unison with Monterey County, expenditure of $50K to fund a federal advocate.

c.
BGS Contract

Draft proposals were discussed. The CACASA/Industry Working Group will finalize the proposal.
d.
Yellow Dogs
After President Boitano’s update, it was agreed that Yellow Dogs will no longer be placed on the meeting schedule.
e.
Funding CACASA through the gas tax interest
John Gardner discussed a possible way to fund CACASA’s programs through the gas tax interest instead of dues. 

VI.
Adjournment

President Boitano adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Mark Quisenberry, Executive Secretary
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