CAO/BOS:

What you eat, what you wear, the landscape you enjoy, many of the renewable materials that you use, the purchases that you make, are all protected, promoted, and regulated in some manner by your County Agricultural Commissioner and Sealer of Weights and Measures (CACS). In today’s world, Agricultural Commissioners are called upon to respond to virtually any question or issue related to agriculture, whether it be farm labor, dead animals, water quality, dust, noise, pests, legislation, environmental issues, etc. Some questions tend to be outside the prescribed legal jurisdiction of the CAC, and yet there is an expectation that the CAC will be able to do something about it.
The well established “system” of local regulatory enforcement by CACs affords the consumer a sense of assurance [confidence] that the domestically produced commodities they purchase have received inspection for quality by qualified inspectors. Whether it is seeds for planting or the food on your table, in California, the Agricultural Commissioner has validated its quality, in one way or another.
The CACS is a local government employee who is provided, by law, the authority to facilitate the flow of trade [commerce]. Your CACS is given authority that transcends the entire state of California in an effort to protect the state’s invaluable agricultural resources. CACS are people who have received state issued licensing as a credential indicating/validating their knowledge public policy making, interpreting, and enforcing, for the good of the public. Licensed CACS understand how to apply available enforcement tools to their respective local environment, flexibly, without jeopardizing the state’s agricultural and business resources. Relatively speaking, the public’s access to information and knowledge have become more sophisticated as have crimes. Technology advances alone have quad-tripled the advancement of fraud and the inadvertent incidents of consumer protection violations. It takes time, training, exposure, and collaboration to address the new challenges faced today.
There is no other discipline in California, not even Cal-EPA, CDFA, or Consumer Affairs, that is a far reaching as your local CACS. The CACS is involved in human [public] health, plant health, animal health, and environmental health. Due to the breadth of their association with all of these disciplines, it has only been the CACS who has had any success in transcending agency boundaries to achieve the most appropriate public policy.
