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I. The meeting was called to order at 10:04 am.

II. The minutes from the meeting of May 7, 2008 were approved as prepared.

III. Unfinished Business

a. Inspection Form Implementation – Roy Rutz

Counties can use the Interim Checklist to incorporate new laws and regulations into inspections. New inspection forms, and modifications to the databases and AIRS program will be ready in 2009.  The Inspection Procedures volume of the compendium will be on the DPR website soon.

b. CAC and DPR Workplan Evaluation Workgroup – Nan Gorder

· Workplans will be based upon calendar year; workplans that expired on June 30 will be extended to January.  Counties are asked to submit their proposed workplans to their liaison for review and discussion by November 30; they will be finalized by January 15, 2009.  Counties are also asked to expedite completion of PRAMR data to allow liaisons to complete evaluations by October 1.  A few workplans have been selected as examples of what has worked well and they will be sent out to counties.

· The workgroup is revising definitions to improve PRAMR data collection; they will be sent to the deputies for evaluation.

· The workgroup will convene in September to review compliance data that is being collected relevant to the inquiries that are being received.  The goal is to assure that the best information is being captured and that redundancies are minimized.

· Last November’s conference call with CAC representatives generated comments related to problems associated with the ERR.  These comments have been discussed and some have been addressed.  DPR will meet with the ERR subcommittee (Krug, Hajik, Lauritzen Hudson, Gillette) to discuss additional comments and propose solutions.  

c. VOC Regulation Update – Chuck Andrews

· The department will have draft regulations by the end of this year and will go through the rulemaking process in 2009. 

· The 2007 inventory will be the benchmark for the 2009 use season.

· The 2008 fumigation low emission application methods are being relied upon to attain the required 20% reduction. 

· The department is working with industry to refine the VOC inventory data.  Workshops will be held and CAC participation is encouraged.

· Data on oils have been requested from industry.  Industry has proposed some new methods for estimating VOC’s for non-fumigants based upon field conditions versus lab-based estimates.

· VOC emission “credits” was discussed.  This strategy was used in Ventura but it does not translate to the conditions of the San Joaquin Valley.  This makes it  difficult to incorporate credits into a regulatory scheme.

· It was suggested that the department use CAC’s that also have Air District responsibilities, as a resource for VOC issues.

· CAC’s are asked to review and comment on EPA’s “Fumigant Group Mitigation Proposals” in the Federal Register.  The proposals are extensive, and in some instances more restrictive than California.  Chuck will send the site link to the CAC’s.

IV. New Business

a. USEPA Training for “Breaking Communication Barriers” – Faviola Estrada, USEPA Region IX

USEPA is offering a training class for inspectors intended to improve communication and break down cultural barriers.  A portion of the class will include basic Spanish language instruction.  Training is intended to be a one week course but can be tailored to a 1 or 1 ½ day course.  A minimum of five participants is needed for each class.  A show of hands in the meeting room indicated significant interest in the program.  There was also discussion and consideration for scheduling of a week long session.  Regina Sarracino will work with the regional groups and USEPA to determine the level of county commitment and set up appropriate training sessions.

b.
Structural Updates – Cliff Smith, DPR and Kelli Okuma, Structural Pest 
Control Board

· [Cliff Smith]    Kathy Boyle is on a one year assignment to USEPA; Cliff Smith has assumed her duties. 

· The Department has a revised template for structural civil penalties on its website.

· Basic structural enforcement training sessions were recently completed in northern and southern California; approximately 160 county biologists were trained using real and mock fumigations and branch 2 & 3 demonstrations.

· Staff from Santa Clara, Alameda, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Orange counties provided excellent support as well as structural industry officials from the instructional sites in Dublin and San Diego.

· Next year’s training will be at an intermediate and advanced level of instruction; requests and suggestions for content are welcome. 
· [Kelli Okuma]    Governor’s Executive Order has resulted in the termination of two lead enforcement individuals (retired annuitants); until further notice, contact Kelli regarding Structural Board enforcement actions.

· New regulations regarding reentry signage for sulfuryl fluoride went into effect before sufficient posting materials were printed.  The SPCB suggests that counties not enforce the new signage requirement until industry has an opportunity to produce the materials, probably five or six months.  A letter of explanation was to be sent to the counties but it was delayed due to the state budget. 

c.  Pest Management Licensing Update – Mac Takeda

Mac provided a handout which included:

· Identification of his current staff

· A comparison of valid licenses in 2004 and 2007 and number of exam applicants in 2007    (The number of licensed PCA’s dropped from 4,272 to 3,812)
· Review of the new PCA license minimum requirements   (New MQ options provide more flexibility; one option allows a combination of work experience and 42 semester or 63 quarter units in lieu of a degree requirement) 

· New license number explanation

· New field fumigation subcategory and grandfathering criteria

· License renewal timelines

· Maintenance Gardener Outreach project   (L & C will work with San Luis Obispo in 2009 to develop a program to improve outreach to maintenance gardeners.  Also, study materials and a regulatory proposal are being developed for a new sub-category of maintenance gardener; earliest date of implementation, 2010.)
d. Tuolumne County change from AgGIS to RMMS – Bill Gillette
Tuolumne County officially requested that they be allowed to change from AgGIS to RMMS.  There was discussion of expenditures that have already been made to setup AgGIS in Tuolumne and possible changeover costs to RMMS.  Frank Carl pointed out that there are uncommitted funds in the amount of $343,908.80 in the event that it necessary to submit a request for additional funding at a later date.

V.
Additional Agenda Items


a.  Computer Purchasing Procedures – Frank Carl

           $30,000 of mill assessment funding was committed to allow small counties to 

           
purchase a computer for use of RMMS or AgGIS if their existing hardware would not run either of those programs.  It was estimated that $30,000 would be sufficient to purchase 23 desktops (@ 2.33 Ghz processor, 2 GB ram, 1.33 Ghz buss)  and 19” monitors.  A draft form was presented to the committee to serve as a standardized application and justification for computer purchase requests.

It Was MSP to approve the form entitled “Application for Mill Assessment Funding Computer Upgrade”.  

It was asked if the funding could be used for “parts and repairs”.  Frank reiterated that the funding was intended to purchase a computer capable of running one of the restricted materials permit programs for counties that “for one reason or another” were unable to purchase one. 
In discussion, it was suggested that computer maintenance properly fell under the purview of DPR or the vendor of the software being utilized by the county.


b. Record Retention Issues – Steve Birdsall

The question was asked of how long counties should retain records for the sake of consistency.  

It Was MSP to request the Board of Directors to discuss establishment of a records retention policy for the Association.

 VI.
Adjournment


   
The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Bill Gillette at 11:23 a.m.

 
Respectfully submitted,

 
Bob Rolan

 
Secretary

