                                             Pesticide Use Enforcement 

                                          Deputies of Southern California


   Minutes

                                                    June 04, 2009
                                          City of Orange, Orange County  

Participants:

Imperial
Riverside
                  San Luis Obispo
Los Angeles
San Bernardino
      Santa Barbara

Orange                           San Diego                       Ventura            
A.  The meeting was called to order by Greg Creekmur at 9:01 AM


B.   Introductions       - Kathy Kilar, PUE Supervisor with Orange County, was                                introduced and present throughout the meeting.
C.  March minutes were approved 
D   Old Business - None 
E.   New Business 
a. Definition of “seam” in the TRAP – San Diego
 San Diego County had conducted a Branch-1 aeration inspection on a company that did not use the TRAP as required in the plan. The company placed the TRAP in the only viable location based on the tarp placement on the structure. The company did not place the TRAP at a true seam, but under one tarp. According to WH&S Branch of DPR as long as the purpose of the TRAP is accomplished, seam or not, it is OK. At this time San Diego has not issued a violation.

The group agrees that there is a violation for not meeting the requirements of the TRAP. San Diego will request a ruling from DPR Enforcement Branch on whether not meeting the requirements of the TRAP is allowable. 

b. Discussion of CCR’s 6702 and 6738 – San Diego  
San Diego conducted an undercover inspection on a Branch-1 company. The company did not use a TRAP and did not use an SCBA when entering the structure. San Diego County charged an employer/employee action using 6702(b)(5).

The Company appealed the decision and the Disciplinary Review Committee only upheld 12973 -conflict with the label in regards to not conducting aeration. 
The recommendation from the 2009 structural training was for Counties to use Section 6738 instead of 6702(b)(5). Also, during Structural appeals evidence and information that was not used in the hearing can be used during the appeal. In addition, we may only charge either the employer or the employee, not both.     
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c. Direct Supervision – San Diego
      What is the definition of “Direct Supervision”
       According to DPR – Direct control means being able to direct activities of 
       employees. If there is an emergency the supervisor must be on site.
       According to San Diego- the supervisor must be close enough in the County to 

       conduct direct supervision. 

       The consensus of the group – there must be at least phone/radio contact  and being     

        within a reasonable amount of time from the application site. 
d. PRA requests – San Diego
      According to San Diego an employee of structural pest control company wanted to 

      obtain from the CAC a list of all future NOI’s for structural fumigations during a       

      particular time frame. 

      San Diego County Counsel told CAC to provide this information as promptly as

      possible as it came in.

      According to the group each County has dealt with these issues differently based on 
      each County Counsel guidance/policies.

e. Discussion of CCR’s 6128, 6130 and 6131 – San Diego
     A handout with all the proposed regulation changes were given to everyone in the     

     Group. There was light discussion as everyone reviewed the handouts. Janice 

     Campbell from San Luis Obispo suggested that we take more time to review the 

     proposed regulation changes. We can then discuss at our next meeting and make our 

     recommendations as a group. 

f. Shift in use from Inline to Pic Clor EC - Open  
     Orange County is concerned with the increase of chloropicrin use near sensitive sites.
     San Luis Obispo stated that the Pic-Clor label states to follow the Telone label for 
     guidance. According to DPR the Telone label is a collateral label and should be at the 
     application site and should be followed due to statements from the Pic Clor label. 
     Santa Barbara has not changed permit conditions only that it must be applied by a 
     PCB.   
g. Any problems with pest control businesses getting certified in the “O” category 

      for fumigations. - open 
      There did not seem to be any problems with anyone in the group.

      The question was asked if the person certified with the “O” category had to be on

       site during the fumigation?

       Per CCR Section 6536(a)  a person who is licensed in the “O” category must be on      

       site performing or supervising the fumigation.
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h. Are there any problems with chemicals being reported incorrectly under structural. 

      Example; rodenticide on DPR’s reports – Santa Barbara

      There has been a problem with agricultural use pesticides being reported under       

       structural categories. Most of the group have caught these problems at the clerical  

       data input and have not noticed much of a problem. Everyone should review their 
 reports and we can discuss this issue at our next meeting so that we can determine if               
       we want the Commissioners to push this issue with DPR.
 i.  Anyone see any issues with the soon to be released notification regulations 

      and its affect on maintenance gardeners? - open   
      From the groups discussion the question arose  –  Is there something simple for

      Maintenance Gardeners to comply with the new notification regulations? 

      There were a few suggestions made such as placing information in the residences 

       mailboxes. - Los Angeles County suggested that this issue should be put back to 

       DPR to address through their licensing program.  

 j.  Golf Course management companies – San Bernardino

       Jim gave the group a handout regarding Golf Course Management Firms.    
       Golf Course Management is a huge industry in the U.S.  Be aware that these Firms 

       come into the CAC offices and request a permit in order to purchase and apply
       pesticides on the golf courses they manage.

       If the management company does not own or lease the property and contracts with 

       the owner or lessee of the property and perform pest control as part of their services

       the management company needs to be licensed and registered as a PCB.  

       We all need to enforce this uniformly.   

k. Homeowner Associations and their use of unlicensed persons/companies to do 

      pest control work.

      Los Angeles County and San Bernardino County have sent out similar letters to 

      landscape maintenance companies as well as city agencies in their counties warning

      everyone that any company conducting pest control work for hire needs to be licensed    

      as a PCB.

      Los Angeles County gave a sample of the letter to everyone in the group.   
      SLO mentioned that all Ag. Comm. should have a flash drive with the SLO PSA. If 

      You do not have one and need one contact Janice.

      San Diego County asked the group for advice on how to deal with unlicensed

      companies via the internet. The groups suggestion was to use their advertisements as 

      evidence and cite section 11701.

      According to Janice, SLO has funding from DPR to train and license 

      maintenance gardeners in the “Q” category.  The exam and training material is in
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      English and Spanish and will be available in 5-6 months.

      According to SLO and Imperial Counties there is a need to improve the Spanish PAC

      exam. Contact Adolfo Gallo at DPR and submit your input on this subject.

l. DPR – Reports- L.A. County   
      Labeling of Vikane

      Greg Creekmur attended a meeting in with representatives of DPR, 

      CAC’s, Structural Pest Control Industry and pesticide manufactures/vendors.

      The meeting discussed the labeling requirements of Vikane/Masterfume/Sulfuryl

       Fluoride. The following is what will be accepted until the Structural Board and DPR 

       make a final determination on the requirements. This information will be out in 

       about a year or so.

       Fumigation warning sign should contain - 

       Vikane or Sulfuryl Fluoride 
       Completion Tag – 

       Name of chemical used - Sulfuryl Fluoride is acceptable

       OFN – Occupant Fumigation Notice - 
       Sulfuryl Fluoride and Product Name
       Fume Log –

       Sulfuryl Fluoride and EPA Reg. No.   

       Notice of Re-entry –

       Sulfuryl Fluoride and Product Name  
       SRO Updates for Southern Region Deputy Meeting – (Handout)
1. Carbofuran  - removal of tolerances

      This impacts Imperial and Riverside Counties because it can no longer be used

       on Alfalfa.

2. Mary Ann Coleman – Paperwork Problems
      Some CAC’s are sending to much unnecessary paperwork with their PRAMR. 

      DPR should only be receiving inspections and enforcement action documents.  

             Returned Inspection forms to CACs:          

             Inspection forms were not completely filled out. 
 To receive full database “credit” for returned inspection forms correct them and     

 return them in a separate identified envelope (“corrected inspection forms”).

3. DPR 09/10 Progress Report

 Available on line.

                                                                                                                          Page 5

4. DPR Licensing Branch

Category “P” uses of SO2 on corks and barrels.

5. AB 622

This bill would pretty much put most of the aerial applicators out of business. It is extremely restrictive.

6. California Poison Control Hotline may close in September due to loss of  funding. -  This could possibly delay the receipt of illness incidents.

7. Antimicrobial use in drip lines 

The use in the drip lines is a conflict with the label.
8. DPR Registration Branch – 2 proposed projects of interest for FY 09/10:

Updating of web pages.

Developments of guidance manuals for stakeholders.

Biopesticide workshop for October 2009.

-The term biopesticide is used for microbial biological pest control agents that are applied in a similar manner to chemical pesticides. One well known insecticide example is Bacillus thuringiensis. Commonly these are bacterial, but there are also examples of fungal control agents, including Trichoderma spp. and Ampelomyces quisqualis (a control agent for grape powdery mildew). 
9. VOC New Lawsuit

DPR is being sued for extending the deadline on cap limits on certain pesticides 

to 2011.Ventura County has dealt with the cap limits on fumigants since January 2008.
       10.   DPR environmental monitoring proposed project

A two year project to push for compliance to protect urban environments from pesticide runoff.      
11.    Multi-agency “Long Bean “ illegal residue case:

Long beans grown in Mexico detected to have 0.05ppm of Methamidophos. 

There is no tolerance established for this material on long beans.

L. A. County Quarantine Division oversaw the destruction of the long beans at SSK Produce.
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SLO County – Fumigated broccoli to Taiwan.

A grower is shipping broccoli to Taiwan but there is a phytosanitary requirement that the broccoli needs to be fumigated for thrips prior to shipping.  Currently the grower is sending his broccoli to L.A. or other areas outside of SLO County for treatment.

Janice may be contacting other counties for assistance on fumigation chamber construction requirements.

Change of Officers for next meeting:

Chair – Janice Campbell  San Luis Obispo County

Vice Chair – Rudy Martel  Ventura County

Secretary  -   Bob Mulherin  Riverside County         

Next meeting will be in Southgate, Los Angeles County, on September 3, 2009

Location address:  11012 South Garfield Ave.
                               South Gate, Ca. 90280

                               (562)-622-0402 

Meeting Adjourned:  2:19 PM 

Submitted by Rudy Martel
