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Ronnie Eaton, Alameda, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:50 a.m.


Welcome and Introductions

I.  Change in 2007 CAQG Officers

1) Ronnie Eaton offered to serve as Chair as the Coast Commissioner’s decided it would be inappropriate for Solano County, not a member of the Coast Group, to serve as chair.  Ronnie thanked Linda for her offer to serve.

2) Matthew Slattengren offered to serve as Secretary.
 
It was MSP to accept these changes.
3) A formal rotation plan reviewed by the Coast Commissioners for the position of Chair and Secretary has been created (Handout given at meeting)

 Alexis asked for a change in the rotation due to a new staff person needing more experience before serving as Secretary.  Alexis was asked to discuss it with her commissioner and if okay the change can be made.
II. Discussion of Blue tags and Nursery Stock Certificates – Ann McClure
Ann dropped in at the start of the meeting to address this concern with CDFA directly

1) Many nurseries are sending packages with conflicting markings, using both a blue tag and California Nursery Stock Shipping Permit (CNSSP). Shippers are failing to obscure the CNSSP and consequently terminals do not hold the packages.
2) This is not just found on pre-printed boxes, but many are putting stickers (CNSSPs) on the boxes.

3) Widespread problem, maybe CDFA should send an advisory out to the shipping counties.

4) CDFA’s suggestion is to start stepping up enforcement, sending letters of warning, notices of violation, verbal warnings, compliance interviews, and if necessary fine them.
III. EXCERPT Action Item– Alexis Ramey
1) CDFA sent letter to USDA requesting assistance in making EXCERPT easier to use 
2) Per Mike Telson, a newer search method is being trialed.  Updates are being made to the Database and Search Engine.

3) The new EXCERPT is being field tested now.
IV. New Phytophthora killing Alders in San Mateo County – Thomas Pastalka

1) New ‘Q’ rated Phytophthora tropicalis found in a park near Foster City Library killing Italian Alders


- All Alders were cut down and sent to the landfill.

- Wood chips were spread over the area in case the Phytophthora is found 

   in the soil to prevent people walking on contaminated soil
2) There are many foliar hosts including Rhododendrons, Pieris, Ivy, Solanum, Bread Fruit, and many others.

3) This Phytophthora was found in Virginia about 3 years back on Rhododendrons. 

4) This Disease is known to occur in Hawaii, South America, and Brazil.
V. Canine Inspection Team update – Joe Deviney
1) A brief overview of the new dog team program and a demonstration was given by the dog handlers for the group

2) The team has started with low volume of work to get the dogs adjusted.
3) The dog teams are currently working in UPS, FedEx, and DHL in Contra Costa, Alameda and Santa Clara counties.  Would like to expand the program to other Bay Area counties.
4) They are trying to get into the US Post Offices,   This can not happen until the dogs are certified and that takes a full year.  This will hopefully happen in November, getting the dogs in by ‘08
5) Joe reminded everyone to use the “PSCIT Program” choice on any PDR’s written up for pests found by the dog teams

6) If you are in one of the Bay Area counties and wish to have one of the dog teams from Contra Costa County work in one of the facilities or do some outreach in your county contact Joe Deviney (925) 646-5250.
VI. GWSS Update – CDFA/Pierces Disease Control Program – Stacie Oswalt & Greg Morris
1) There have been many changes in staffing recently. Craig Haines is the new Program Supervisor and has relocated to Sacramento.  Terrance Lorrick is moving over to IPC.  Amadou now handles trapping and Q.C. needs.  Shaun Winterton is returning to Australia.  Ray Gill has returned to the lab temporarily until a replacement for Shaun can be found.
2) Only 1 rejection this year for Bulk Citrus

3) There were 47 rejections of nursery stock last year.

4) Funding seems to be stable, should be the same for the next 3 years.  
5) Draft document has gone out for an approved treatment program.  Not all nurseries will qualify to be in the program and must have a Best Management Practice plan in place.  SAP panel will have to evaluate the program as well before approval.

6) Pilot counties can now receive up to 40 egg masses on shipments treated with Tame or Sevin.  Previously limit under the pilot program was 10 egg masses.  Change was made to allow the shipper/receiver to be different nurseries.
7) Cold spells do not seem to reduce GWSS numbers

VII. USDA Phytosanitary info update– Mike Telson

1) Processing time for obtaining phyto forms is now two weeks

2) Thrips palmi – it has been determined that California is free from this pest.
3) Time limit for issuance of phytos is 30 days, despite what it says in EXCERPT.  To re-issue a phyto, if original phyto was issued within the 30 day limit, okay to re-issue even if over 30 days from the original inspection date.

VIII CDFA – SOD Update, Pest Prevention University, High Risk Inspections –     Vince Arellano

1) Currently short staffed.  Carla Markmann has retired and Courtney Albrecht has been promoted to Program Supervisor.  Hope to have these biologist vacancies filled by mid-March.

2) Training planned:

a. SOD: Background, field training, inspection techniques, what to look for on different hosts, possible lab tour.

b. GWSS training.  Interested in combining this training with other upcoming training sessions.

3) Pest Prevention University – May be able to put together as soon as the end of February.  Dublin conference center in Alameda County would be used.

- Training to include what’s current;
- Inspection Techniques – Want to incorporate High-Risk inspections into this training.
4) Red Palm Mite has been found on Palms in Puerto Rico


- Attacks Cotton and Grapes

VIIII. DHL, Irradiated Fruit, GWSS, Training Needs - Ronnie Eaton

1) DHL Compliance Issue. Terminals are not aware of the MOU, consequently counties are not aware of terminals operating in their county.  Alameda County just found out about 2 additional terminals in Dublin and Fremont. We don’t know where all the facilities are to regulate.

- Can find terminal information online at:



http://sbw.dhl-usa.com/Locations/USLocnsStart.asp?nav=DropOff
There have been lots of problems getting DHL to cooperate and hold packages.  Would like CDFA to provide corporate address in order to cc any correspondence or enforcement action taken at the local level so corporate is aware and requested help from CDFA on these compliance issues.  Suggest CDFA correspond with DHL corporate regarding terminals and the MOU in an effort to improve compliance statewide.
2) Cal Overnight is expanding what they ship to include products from outside California

3) CDFA was asked if there is a possibility of a certification program for low-risk cut flower shipments from South America.  Counties spend a lot of time putting stickers on these shipments and cannot release them without inspection.  Time at the terminals would be better spent on higher risk shipments. Would also prevent huge backlogs of flowers at Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, etc.
4) Use of outdated California Nursery Stock Shipping Certificates.  Pest Exclusion Advisory #29-2005 specifies the current formats to be used that correspond to the current “Hold for Agricultural Inspection” posters distributed to the terminals.  Other formats will be held up at the terminals.  Make sure your shippers Nursery Certificates are up to date or they might be held up.
5) Problems seen recently on Irradiated Fruit coming from Hawaii.  Surface pests are being found in significant numbers and if shipment has irradiation cert (minimum 400 Grays) we cannot reject under quarantine regulations (with exception of Lepidoptera).  If they are irradiated they are supposed to be sterile.  We need some kind of threshold for allowable numbers of surface pests.
6) GWSS rejections – Question as to what timeframe other counties are allowing for return, treatment or destruction of GWSS infested shipments.  Enforcement response should be reasonably uniform. Response from group was generally within 24-48 hours.  In some cases a county may elect to do the treatment (using a PCO).

7)  Group was asked what they feel their training needs for the coming year are.  Would anyone be interested in a general enforcement training program, including advocacy training?  Critical that staff know how to use all enforcement tools in an effective and efficient manner in order to obtain compliance in all areas.

- In-House training could be done to tailor to county needs and be multi-county

- Alexis mentioned that Cal EPA Training may be helpful also
      Everyone agreed that this type of training would be useful.

X. Other – Bob Clement asked the counties to find out which nurseries sell palms in California as the red mite find in Puerto Rico is a concern.  Very likely it will make its way to Florida and then into California.

Meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be April 25th in Dublin.  Santa Clara County will bring refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Slattengren, Secretary
