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Ronnie Eaton, Alameda, Chair, called the meeting to order on July 24, 2007 in Dublin.

Welcome and Introductions

I) John Nelson USDA/SITC

A. Not associated with LBAM, only helping with trace backs and trace forwards
B. Needs more feedback from the trace backs and trace forwards 

C. Bambino Express – Division of DHL
D. Non Commercial imports of fresh mangos from India

1. 75 Shipments in 1 day 

2. Ships to New York then off to its other destinations

3. Breaks the shipments up into smaller shipments and labels them as business materials

E. Requirements for Mangos from India


1. Phytosanitary Certificate, Irradiation, known established plants, Commercial
II) Amadou Ba – CDFA Pierces Disease report

A. Contract is almost complete for everyone set around $75,000

B. Many staff changes

C. Coastal, Sac Valley, and Solano no GWSS finds 

D. Sacramento – Rancho Cordova no GWSS finds this year

1. Second site in Sacramento all life stages found

E. Kern County 5,410 Acres treated

F. Tulare County there have been finds outside the quarantine area

1. Treating some of the citrus groves in October to November to avoid killing the bio controls in the orchards

G. Pilot program 21 shipments to San Joaquin County 11 Shipments released with 73 egg masses shipped 37 released, the others are still under observation.  No viable egg masses found yet.
H. About 5,000 shipments and only 22 rejections to date this year (as of 7/25/07)

1. This is more shipments that last year with less egg masses found.

I. Over 94,000 wasps released

J. Still trying to find other species that work better in the spring.  A number of species are still under observation.

III) Michael F. Telson – Phytosanitary Update
A. Refresher training

B. PCIT

C. FAQ – LBAM from industry and counties final draft will be sent out shortly

D. Late September early October new module will be coming out

IV) Laurel Thomassin – Terminal Inspection Procedures
A. NORs – Markings

1. Some counties ship on to receiver after holding for 10 days, other counties destroy or ship back to sender

2. Question of whether we can ship back/destroy, do we have the authority

B. USDA will not revoke Limited Permits from Hawaii no matter the number of violations they get
C. Ebay has been very good at working with USDA, if something gets through USDA can contact them and they will contact the shipper.

V) Vince Arellano
A. Contracts due for LBAM

B. Regulatory Procedures Manual – changes to Chapter 5, growers outside of the quarantine area
1. Hold all plants before sprayed

2. Inspect and pull off as many larvae as are found, leaf rollers can sometimes protect themselves in rolled leaves.

3. Destroy infested plants and spray the rest of the nursery

4. Larvacide is now ok for LBAM in nurseries

5. Use Mating disruption wicks

6. 100% nursery inspection with negative results

7. If anything is found to be infested hold infested plants and release everything else

C. Counties would like to get a simplified key to the Larvae so we can at least screen some of the larvae that we find at the nurseries
D. Some pinned or otherwise preserved LBAM would be helpful tools for the identification of the LBAM for counties if CDFA has some spare samples.
E. Damage from LBAM larvae feeding is almost negligible except for grape berries
F. Most countries have set restrictions against us, but some of them do not even have restrictions against Australia or New Zealand

G. Santa Cruz nurseries have been complying with the regulations but the surrounding neighborhoods are infested and not being treated.

H. Oakley and Napa have had 3 treatments instead of the 6 treatments originally planned for and have started pheromone disruption.

I. Mare island in Solano County has come up infested

VI) Gary Leslie – CDFA Border Station Supervisor
A. Checking the risk of private vehicles for introducing pests into California

B. Since last time they had the station open and checking private vehicles traffic has gone up 6% while interceptions have gone up 39%, the number of A and Q rated pests have gone up 373% (Approximately 12 As or Qs a day)

C. Some commercial type shipments have been going to flea markets

D. Have gotten $2.5 million for watercraft inspections for Mussels

1. At the moment they have just been operating off the general fund

2. Citations can be difficult and time consuming and all revenue from fines go into the county’s general fund.

E. There has been a problem with people forging 008As.  If a truck driver signs the 008A with his own name it is not forged, he is just taking responsibility for inspection.  If he signed the homeowners name then he has forged it and it is illegal.
F. P.O.D.S (Portable On Demand Storage)

1. Sometimes they give the wrong addresses for where they were picked up.

2. Sometimes it looks like a GM shipment, other times it is a GM shipment but we think it isn’t.

G. Quagga Mussel is closely related to the Zebra Mussel
H. The Mussels are about  1 – 2 mm to 1/2” 

1. Can treat with chlordane, drying them out for years or immerse them in salt water.

I. Infesting Lake Mead, The  Colorado River which drains into Lake Mojave, Lake Havasu, and there have been suspects in Clear Lake
J. Watercraft are all checked for Mussels and standing water, inspections take approximately 15 - 20 minutes per boat and they inspect about 3,000 boats a week
K. Approximately 10% of boats coming into California are not drained

L. There is a new Truckee station 6 miles east of the old station which is all new and state of the art with covered truck ports

VII) Pamela Cessar - Nassella tenuissima (Mexican Feather Grass)
A. Rating change

B. At least 1 county wants to eradicate it but neighboring counties still sell it.

C. Many Counties educate nurseries not to sell weeds, native alternatives would be better.  There was a flier out about that in the past, “Don’t Plant a Pest”.
D. Many of the companies corporate offices order many of the plants that we do not want/allow here. It is difficult for us because the state can give them ‘C’ Ratings.

1. Is there anything we, CDFA, CalEPSI or any other agency can do that can help with this?

VIII) Cherries coming through terminals from Oregon and Washington
A. Bulk Cherries going through border stations can come through with a Master Permit.  Any shipments of cherries through parcel mail carriers under a master permit should be rejected.
B. Cherries coming through Terminals can come in with a OIP (Origin Inspection Program)

C. There has been a recent Pest Exclusion Advisory on July 30th about the Master Permits, OIPs and QCs

D. Some shipments have been coming through the terminals with a Shipment Clearance Report on the box.  This is not valid.
E. Many shipments come through with many certificates, make sure to check them well, not all of them are valid for what they were issued for.
F. QC 801 refers to Bulk Cherries

G. The Fruit Company has had many problems, no markings, wrong certs, no certs, etc.

IX) Joseph Deviney – Exclusion Training
A. Setting up a training designed for new inspectors for terminal inspections

B. Planning on ordering some cut flowers from Hawaii for real examples with real inspectors to see the best places to look for pests.  They want to go over certs, resources (phpps etc).
C. Training should be about 5.5 hours, commissioners want it to be on 2 days.
Next Meeting will be Wednesday October 31 Tentatively to be held at CDFA Labs on Meadowview in Sacramento
Sonoma County is due to bring refreshments
