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Ron Ross, Chair, Called the meeting to order at 9:30 on July 30, 2008 in Concord.

1)  Welcome and introductions.

2)  Final corrections of the April 30 meeting minutes were presented and distributed.

3)  CDFA Exclusion Updates

Vince Arellano informed the group of some recent staff changes: 1. John Blasius has been promoted to Supervisor III and will supervise the LBAM project solely.  2.  Nawal Sharma has been promoted to Supervisor III and will supervise all of the fruit fly quarantines in the state.

Dixon Medfly quarantine is to conclude August 6, 2008

San Jose Medfly quarantine to conclude August 3, 2008

Recently, there have been Oriental Fruit Fly finds, one in Alameda and two in Santa Clara.
Vince reported that the Pest Exclusion University sessions went well and much good feedback was received by CDFA on these trainings.  He added that, in the future, these sessions are likely to be scheduled in the fall when workloads are reduced. 

Ronnie Eaton asked Vince if CDFA could produce an advisory to address current issues regarding sea freight with improper notification.  Specifically, Matson sea container shipments of pineapples and ginger arriving with Q rated ants.  Bill Copenheaver added that Matson also has shipments of nursery stock at times.  Vince said that he would look into it.
Ron Ross asked how CDFA plans to handle the LBAM trapping component during the sterile LBAM releases.  Vince wished to forward that question to the appropriate person within the “LBAM project” and have them speak on the topic.

Craig Graffin, Napa County, asked if CDFA had any LBAM specimens to supply for staff training purposes.  He further commented that he been asking CDFA for LBAM samples for 16 months and that, although CDFA had promised to provide pinned specimens as far back as March of 2007, he has not received any.   Vince said that he would contact the lab to find out the status of this request.  The concept was discussed if a small number of specimens could be clipped from an insert that contained a heavy catch of LBAMs from a repeatedly proven infested local.  The specimens would be handled in a secure way to eliminate the possibility of misuse.  The remaining majority of LBAMs would be sent up by PDR to record the data of numerous finds from the trap local and provide the needed training specimens.   
John Nelson spoke on some of SITC’s current LBAM efforts; 

They are still investigation how, and from where, did LBAM arrive here in California? The trial is cold so it is a hard question, Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, or maybe even South Africa?  The nurseries in the infested areas do not import from LBAM areas.  Santa Cruz arboretum has legal imports but still under investigation.
Mike Telson commented on the group of rose hybridizers located in Santa Cruz county that have been implicated in the past with moving un permitted plant material. 
Eric Wylde mentioned that he had gone to the LBAM conference and offered two comments to the group: 

· Genetic studies on LBAM are currently a very high priority for research and scientists have not identified the needed markers as of yet.
· A New Zealand study on LBAM spatial distribution showed that the moths often will congregate up into the higher canopy.  It was commented by the group that if the eradication efforts are by the ground, ie. twist ties, it may miss the mark.

Sandy Jordan offered that LBAM larvae have been found often on plants within the families of Rosaceae, Myrtaceae, Ericaceae and Rutaceae, to name a few.  She also mentioned that she could provide to the group the current list of plants species that have had positive LBAM finds from the California surveys and inspections.
4)  GWSS / Pierces disease updates Staci Oswalt:

· There had been 25 GWSS rejections this year to date.  This was roughly the same number of rejections as in 2007 and shows well as the GWSS pressure in the south this year has been very high.  She also reported that the total number of shipments is down from 2007.

· 2 adult GWSS were found within a nursery in Madera county.  This nursery has already implemented two applications of Seven and will be blue tagging outgoing material for four weeks.  If no further finds, this nursery should be cleared after the first week of August and will be dropping the blue tags.

· There have been no finds in the North, Rancho Cordova and Sacramento areas.  

· In addition, the Blossom Hill infested area of Santa Clara will be dropped on October 31, 2008, if there are no finds.
· Tulare, Area wide program, GWSS counts are down and treatments continue to go on

· All Fresno program activity is now on CDFA main website

Ronnie Eaton mentioned some problems were occurring when printing the GWSS reports, specifically, the sums column gets cut off when printing.  CDFA directed Ronnie to contact Ben Blinko (916-654-to get help on this issue.

Staci also mentioned that Keri Moro is no longer with GWSS/PDCP and to work with Merna Veages for processing contracts and billing.
GWSS/PDCP Greg Morris

Greg updated the group on the status of the Origin Approved Treatment protocol program.  To summarize, the materials (Sevin SL and Tame) are applied by a CDFA trained individual and the application (mix, load and treatment) is observed by the county.  The county then issues a CQC with the verbage “as per treatment protocol” in the additional declaration section.  Four nurseries, some with multiple yards,  are currently participating in the program.
5) New Monthly NOR report; Wendy Wilkinson
Ten counties are currently using the PEIM (Pest Exclusion Information Management) system for writing Notices of Rejections.  In the Future, it will be required for everyone, in all counties, to use this system.  Instructions and training will be made available where needed.  A Pest Exclusion Advisory will be coming shortly explaining this requirement.  The PEIM will be hyperlinked to A & Q list and a monthly summary, like to A & Q summary, will be compiled and sent out weekly.  A discussion ensued on future needs and wants regarding the NOR program and how it should be presented for ease of use.
A sideline discussion took place regarding “Foreign Country shipments” entering through Fedex and if it is safe to assume that this material met the requirements of the US if it was a commercial shipment.  A USDA report of shipments could possibly be generated monthly, presented in a readable fashion and made available on the CDFA Extranet.  John Nelson mentioned that there are some problems with the database mostly because of the huge volume.  John offered that, if anyone wanted to check on any foreign shipment, they could at anytime forward any information to SITC for follow up.
