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Meeting called to order by Teo Gonzalez, Chair

Contra Costa Dog Teams:  

Joe Deviney from Contra Costa County gave an update on the use of dog teams at the Post Office.  Traditionally, the United States Postal Service has been reluctant about allowing the use of dog teams at their facilities.  In 1996, they agreed to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding that allowed a pilot program to be run until 2001.  Under this MOU, dogs would check packages that were pulled from the line.  If the dog indicated that the package contained plant material, a warrant would have to be obtained to inspect the package.  Soon, problems came up with the process.  It would often take 8 hours to obtain a warrant, if one could be obtained at all.  Quite regularly, the right employees at the post offices were not available to assist in getting the warrants.  After 2001, the MOU was not renewed and the program was discontinued.  Now, Contra Costa County is working with CDFA in trying to get this program reinstated.  The recent find of 1 “A” and 53 “Q” rated pests in one package found at Fed Ex by a dog team shows how vulnerable California is to introductions from package shipments.

Smuggling Interdiction and Trade Compliance (SITC) Report:

John Nelson from SITC reported on a recent investigation of Florida origin citrus that was making it’s way into California by way of Oregon.  It is prohibited to ship citrus directly from Florida to California.  In this case, a case of citrus was shipped to a resident in Oregon and then was placed in another box and shipped to a California address.  SITC investigators tracked down the resident and they admitted to doing this several times.  It is not known if this was done to intentionally bypass the quarantine or not.  If any county should find any Florida citrus, make copies of the invoice and send to John along with any pictures.

In response to LBAM finds outside the quarantine area, SITC was recently asked to try and determine how LBAM is moving into new areas.  They were unable to come up with a definite answer but feel the movement is natural, such as by wind dispersion.

The situation with Satvin torvan (Tiny Eggplant or Cambodian Eggplant) was discussed.  While it is commonly grown in this area, it is considered a Federal Noxious Weed.  It is illegal to transport into the US or to move across state lines.  The counties were advised not to take action if is found for sale here, but to notify the seller not to ship out of state.  The plant seems to be more of a problem in climates similar to Florida, but not California.  

Z Gallerie home furnishing stores recently recalled a Christmas wreath from China that was found to contain a Federal Noxious Weed.  The company was supposed to recall the wreaths to a central location for disposal, but it was reported some stores were breaking off the seed heads and continuing to offer them for sale.  SITC has been visiting their stores to check on this.

SITC participated in a short-term concentrated inspection program at the California/Oregon border.  Trucks coming in from Canada were the target for this program.  No significant interceptions were found and the results for the most part were routine.

USDA San Francisco Pest Risk Committee: 

Arthur Berlowitz from USDA gave an overview of this newly formed committee.  The purpose of the committee is to pool knowledge from the different bay area agencies on pest exclusion issues.  Determining pest pathways and coordinating response is the key goal of this committee. Ronnie Eaton from Alameda County CAC office will be the representative from our group on this committee.

Arthur asked for the group’s input regarding a recent find of Gladiolus Rust in San Mateo County.  It had been found downwind of a major cemetery, so cemetery flowers were suspected.  The committee had suspected that perhaps it could be brought in on small aircraft returning from Mexico and landing at non-commercial airports.  This theory was discussed by the group and provided Arthur with some input on this issue.

Customs and Border Protection Report:

Katie Woodson was present from the CBP and introduced her agency to the group.  This was their first time attending the coast area quarantine meeting.  Katie talked about her agency’s involvement in quarantine inspections.  While much of their emphasis is on bio-terrorism, she said that she would also lend their support to our plant quarantine program and concerns. 

LBAM Project Update:

John Blasious from CDFA was present for the project and gave a project update to the group.

The sterile release program is still on schedule.  The moths will be reared at the project’s new facility in Moss Landing and limited releases could be started by mid-summer.  The local politicians will be invited to tour the new facility.  A red dye will be placed in the moth’s food that will make them easier to ID when they are caught.  To reduce the workload in the lab in Sacramento, all trapped LBAM specimens will be pre-screened at a local facility first.  Three pre-screening facilities are planned.  One will be located at the north bay, one at the south bay and one at the Moss Landing facility.  

The project will gladly accept help from County staff who wish to work with them on a temporary basis.  It is felt that this would be a great experience to acquaint the Counties on what the project is doing and to become more familiar with LBAM.  While the project is preferring that County staff would stay for a 30 day period, they will allow persons to work for a week if that is all the time that their County could spare them.

There will be one-day training for all County staff on the LBAM coming soon.  The training will be held at two locations (one north and one south) and an announcement will be made in late February.

The project is developing IPM handouts for use by nurseries in the quarantine area.  They are working on developing crop specific handouts to assist those nurseries that may not have an established IPM program.  The terminology used on these handouts will  be “Best Management Practices” rather than “Integrated Pest Management”.  The UC Davis website is also a good source for IPM information.

Pheromone twist ties are being used by the project personnel at nurseries for LBAM control.  They are doing a good job in preventing LBAM in the area where they are deployed.  There is some work being done to change the pesticide label of the twist ties to add nurseries as an approved site. Currently, this use only appears on a Section 18 label, which makes this product a restricted use pesticide and limits its use only to project personnel.  With a labeling change, the product would then be available to used by the nursery industry.  The cost is very expensive as rates as high as 200-300 ties per acre is needed.

Meg Blankenship from the project will now be visiting each county at least once every two months.  The purpose of her visits is to keep the lines of communications open between the counties and the project.

A question was brought up to the project regarding the need to continue trapping in established areas.  It was felt that if it is known that LBAM is firmly established in certain areas, perhaps the counties could reduce the trapping presence in these sections.  The project said that continued trapping is still needed to provide data to be used for future eradication efforts. 

CDFA Update:

Vince Arellano gave a short update on the dog teams in California.  Currently, there are five dog teams in place in the state.  The recent federal farm bill provided money for additional detection work and California is working on securing funding for two more teams.  For those counties that issue a Notice of Rejection based on a dog team’s findings, be sure to state this on the NOR.  Casey Estep is working on changing the NOR software to allow for an additional field on the current NOR form.

The Pest Prevention University will be offered again this spring for county personnel.  This popular training session will update county staff on pest prevention issues and information.   The classes will most likely be held in March and an announcement will be coming from CDFA soon.

Federal Phytosanitary Update:

Mike Telson from USDA gave an update on the PCIT electronic phytosanitary program.  If requested, Mike will come to a business and/or a county and conduct training for the PCIT program.  Despite some rumors, the use of PCIT to issue phytos will not be mandatory and paper phytos will still be used and acceptable.  One county reported that they are having trouble persuading their exporters to start using PCIT for phytos.  Mike reported that with the coming phyto administrative fee, phytos that are generated by PCIT will be assessed a lower fee than regular paper phytos.  Mike suggested that the fee difference would be a good argument to convince the exporters to start using PCIT.  Mike also reported that eventually PCIT will be integrated with EXCERPT.  When a county and commodity is entered in PCIT, then the requirements and any additional declarations are displayed.

This year, there are 54 county personnel in Mike’s district that are due for phyto re-certification.  To spread out the workload, Mike will start scheduling re-certification classes starting in August.  Each class will be able to accommodate six or seven persons.

Mike reminded everyone that the terminology on phytos has changed when a second phyto is requested after the initial phyto has already been issued.  Instead of using the term “supercede” or “reissued” on the second phyto, use the word “replaced”.

Palm Wilt Detection:

Tomas Pastalka from CDFA gave the group an update on a recent detection of Palm Wilt disease.  First found in a few areas in southern California, it has now been found in the bay area. The disease only seems to effect older, established Phoenix date palms, but it also has been found on a few Washingtonian palms. The first symptom is that half of a palm leaf will turn brown, then it progressively effects the other leaves, killing the tree in about a year.

Pruning equipment such as saws spreads the disease.  There is no chemical treatment or cure for this disease.  Cleaning pruning equipment between tress will help control it’s spread.

Pest Detection Contract Deviations:

Napa County asked the group if any county plans to implement measures to reduce their detection costs.  Recently, CDFA came up with different cost saving measures that counties might be able to implement to reduce county costs.  

Napa said that it plans to delay the start of their detection season until May 1.  Monterey will reduce their inspection frequency of Gypsy Moth traps to save some money.  

Seed Inspection Training:

Alameda County has made arrangements for John Heaton from CDFA to conduct quarantine seed inspection training for their staff.  If another county is interested in attending, contact Ronnie Eaton at Alameda.

Respectably submitted, 

Ron Ross, Secretary
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