Coast Area Quarantine Group Meeting Minutes

January 27, 2010

Contra Costa Ag. Commissioner’s Office

2366 Stanwell Circle, Concord, CA

Attendees:

Name



Affiliation


e-mail
Paul Turano 


Sonoma County 

pturano@sonoma-county.org
Craig Graffin


Napa County 

craig.graffin@countyofnapa.org
Joel King


Napa County 

joel.king@countyofnapa.org
Tomas Pastalka

CDFA



tpastalka@cdfa.ca.gov
Leslie Buerer


San Mateo County



Lisa Krekorian

CBP



lisa.krekorian@dhs.gov
Julius Calso


Santa Clara County

julius.calso@aem.sccgov.org
John Nelson


USDA- SITC


john.r.nelson@aphis.usda.gov
Joe Deviney


Contra Costa County
jdevi@ag.cccounty.us
Matthew Slattengren
Contra Costa County
mslat@ag.cccounty.us
Bill Copenheaver

San Francisco County
william.copenheaver@sfdph.org
Daniel Prakash

Monterey County

danielp@co.monterey.ca.us
Pamela Cassar

Santa Cruz County

agc030@agdept.com
Casey Estep


CDFA



cestep@cdfa.ca.gov
Jorge Vagas


Contra Costa County
jvarg@ag.cccounty.us
Gene Mangin

Contra Costa County
gmang@ag.cccounty.us
9:40 a.m. Meeting called to order by Bill Copenheaver (Chair, CAQG)

Casey Estep (CDFA)  Topic:  Changes to PDR program

· Presented changes to be made to the PDR program.

· The new program expected to be rolled out July 1, 2010.

· Working with USDA to get state phyto.’s and CQC worked in with PCIT.  Industry would need an account with USDA.

· County Monthly reports.  There is a system for emailing Excel reports directly into the state database.  Contact Casey if interested.

Tomas Pastalka (CDFA)  Topic:  Sudden Oak Death

· Dominican University, San Rafael, CA has received a large federal grant to study SOD in the nursery setting.  D.U. has set up a “mock nursery” for this study.

· SOD was found on 5 gal. Coast Redwood in a nursery in Placer County.  The trees came from a nursery in Madera County.

· There is talk of increasing the funding for SOD and increasing the number of samples required per the inspection protocol due to SOD concerns of other states.

John Nelson (USDA-Smuggling, Interdiction, Trade Compliance, <SITC>)  Topic:  SITC activities

· Recalls:  animal products (fish balls), peanuts from China (concern over virus)

· Federal Noxious Weed issue:  Chinese Swamp Cabbage/Chinese Water Spinach.  Propagative material cannot be shipped, although a  person can grow and ship the plants, which encourages the smuggling of seed.
· One canine, for the entire country, has been trained for SITC use.  In California , the dog will be used to search warehouses in Alameda County.

· Working on tracking down the origin of Meyer lemon citrus plants shipped from a business in Georgia to Contra Costa County.

· European Grapevine Moth (EGVM): SITC has a list of 25 people to interview regarding their business activities as related to the EGVM finds in Napa County.

Craig Graffin (Napa County):  Topic:  EGVM update

· Decision regarding radius of quarantine (3, 5, or 10 miles) expected this week.  The quarantine area will effect thousands of acres and hundreds of growers.

· Quarantine regulations to mirror LBAM

· USDA requesting that growers treat infested Napa sites (30) in March.  

· UC is doing EGVM egg surveys & will send on e-newsletter to growers to let them know when to spray.

· Bio-control ineffective in heavily infested areas.

Lisa Krekorian (CBP) (Lisa, what does CBP stand for?)
· Two black labs running sheds (where? San Francisco DHL at airport?)
· In April/May will be “de-vanning” to double check shipments x-rayed for smuggled fruit.

· Will be checking harvest equipment for EGVM

· Counties can request (what agency?) check for federal pests.
· Long discussion of finds of cerambicidae larvae in furniture and flooring.

Matthew Slattengren (Contra Costa County)  Topic: CAQG minutes on CACASA website.

· CAQG meeting minutes are now available on the CACASA website.  He will be contacting the other deputy groups  (both for exclusion and PUE) about putting their minutes on the website as well.

Next Meeting: Dublin, April 28th, Santa Cruz County to provide refreshments
Minutes Nov. 9, 2009 approved.

12:30 p.m.   Meeting adjourned
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