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COUNTY OF SAN BENITO


PAUL J. MATULICH



AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER and  SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES

MINUTES

FOOD SAFETY and AG SECURITY COMMITTEE

C.D.F.A. Auditorium

1220 'N' Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Thursday, August 3, 2006

8:00 am to 9:30 am

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Dennis Gudgel (Chairman)                    
 Paul Matulich (Secretary)

Stephan Birdsall



       
 Bob Rolan

Joe Moreo





 Dennis Bray

Gary Kunkel





 Bob Lilley

I. Meeting called to order by Chairman Gudgel at 8:10 am.

II. M/S/P to approve minutes from May 1, 2006

III. OLD BUSINESS:  (None)

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Overview and Status of Fresno/Stanislaus planning project: Tad Bell/

Mark Ghilarducci (James Lee Witt Associates)

1. 
Goal: To produce a regional food and agriculture emergency response plan template.

2. Objectives:

a. 
Integrate local, state and federal food and agriculture response plans.

b. Address all-hazards to food and agriculture systems

c. Engage agriculture (animal & plant) emergency services, environmental health, public health, public safety and public works

d. Recognize and conform to State Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and National Incident Management System (NIMS)
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e. Create standardized multi-agency coordination and unified command organizational template for response, command, control and coordination.

3.
Update

a.
Workgroup formed

b. Stakeholder meetings

c. First draft produced

4.      Key Discussion Items

a.
Regionalization

b. All-hazards approach

c. Standardized operational organization

d. Mutual air

e. Notification and communication

5.      Multi-agency Incident Coordination and Unified Command 

Response Template

a.
Incorporate a combination of facilities, equipment, personnel, procedures and communications operating within a standardized and common organizational structure

b. Designed to provide supervision and control of essential functions at all-hazard incidents/events

c. Establishes a Unified Command structure to incorporate multiple agencies and jurisdictions having statutory or political responsibility or authority

d. Ensures for effective information flow, coordination, safety and maximum utilization of resources

e. Is modular in design and allows for flexibility and expansion capabilities of the incident command system to meet any level of event complexity

f. Utilizes common terminology and management by objectives through incident Action Planning

g. Conforms to SEMS and NIMS guidelines

B.      Local Animal Emergency Declarations-John Smythe, State Executive 

Director, USDA Farm Services Agency



1.
Federal Assistance Possibilities      




a.       Not authorized or funded

b. Congressional or Secretarial Action

c. Programs

· Livestock Indemnity Program

· Diary Disaster Payment Program

d. Local Level

· Initial request to Governor's office with documentation or

· Governor can request assistance from USDA Secretary of Agriculture

e. Levels of loss: (that triggers disaster declarations)

· 30% loss of one crop in county

· 30% loss of all crops in county

· Significant losses but not 30% recognized by Governor

· Funds could become available through USDA Section 32 funds

· Growers need to contact their Congressman

· Report full value: 

· $1500 loss of dairy cows plus $1500 replacement dairy cows

f. Information Contacts

· Karma Hackney, State Office of Emergency Services

· Larry Plumb, USDA, Farm Services Agency

C. Panel Discussion

Emerging Animal Issues

Dr. Annette Whiteford, CDFA, DVM

Dr. Dennis Wilson, CDFA, DVM



1.
Avian Influenza

a.
10 year problem, smuggling birds into U.S. because of 




high value for exotic birds.

b. Inter-agency documentation of human health problems, if any possibility of human infection because of contact with infected fowl or swine. 

c. USDA Grants available for surveillance of show birds and migratory birds

d. Poultry Industry Grants available for public outreach and education

e. Cal-OSHA requires personnel protective equipment when employees are working with birds

f. Homeland Security funds available for local/regional programs

2. Animal Disposal-Dr. Richard Breytmeirer, CDFA, DVM

a.
Rendering Plants capacity is at maximum without any additional animals

b.
Increased capacity of rendering plants a must, time is of 
the essence.

c.
Alternative means for disposal of carcasses is an 

 



important issue

d. Educate local environmental health officials of the 

importance of timely disposal of animal carcasses to prevent the possible spread of disease. 

Respectfully submitted

Paul J. Matulich

Secretary
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