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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES

LAWS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY- AUGUST 2, 2006
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
1220 N STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Bill Stephans, Chair


Dennis Gudgel

David Robinson
 
John Snyder, Secretary

Dave Moeller


Joe Moreo

*The start of the committee meeting was delayed for an important announcement and discussion lead by Secretary A.G. Kawamura and Undersecretary A.J. Yates regarding a federal disaster declaration, as a result of losses associated with the recent record setting heat-wave.

I.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:18 a.m.

II.
Approval of Minutes

It was M/S/P to approve the Spring Conference minutes of May 4, 2006.
III. Additional Agenda Items –

 No additional agenda items were submitted.
IV.
Old Business

A. Discussions – Sub Committees Reporting to L&R
a. Training Oversight Sub-Committee

b. Price Verification/HB 133 Sub-Committee

Bill Stephans reported these two subcommittees have had no recent activity.  

It was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors to disband the “Training Oversight Sub-Committee” and the “Price Verification/HB 133 Sub-Committee” due to inactivity.
B. Hearing Officer Training
Director Mike Cleary announced that DMS is in the process of rolling out a Hearing Officer training course which is to be beta-tested soon.  Training course offerings are expected to be available throughout the state beginning sometime from late September through November, 2006. This one day class will be specific to Weights and Measures, yet be generic enough to also be of value to hearing officers of other disciplines.
After discussion, it was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors to utilize Rite Aid Settlement funds to reimburse counties for costs associated with attending Hearing Officer Training, to be conducted by DMS.

C.
Bio Fuels      

Mike Cleary gave a thorough report on the very rapidly evolving world of bio-fuels.  Names used to describe various bio-fuels are changing.  Words such as “renewable”, “bio”, “bio-diesel” and “ethanol based”, etc., are now being associated with various bio-fuel blends.
The bio-fuel movement is being driven by efforts to reduce our dependence on foreign petroleum.  Different ethanol blends such as E85 are becoming popular. As a result, specific and specialized E85 pumps/dispensers must be designed and or modified in order to accommodate this trend.
Significant corporate interest in bio-diesel products is helping to drive market place fuel trends. Industry is supporting an E20 blend, about which the Air Resources Board has expressed concerns regarding air quality emissions.

There is a mandate to develop quality standards for hydrogen as a fuel by January of 2008. California is leading the hydrogen fuel cell effort. Working with hydrogen is a tremendous challenge because it can be very dangerous and presents serious safety issues.

V.
New Business

A.       Legislation (Possible recommendations)
a.   SB 1496 (Dunn) – Public Utilities
California’s Sealers of Weights and Measures were written into the original bill, but excluded by a subsequent amendment. The latest version of this bill only makes it the intent of the legislature to address the problem of enforcement of utility discounts for qualified low-income residents of master-meter mobilehome parks, apartments and multiple residential communities under the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) Program.  CACASA has taken a “Watch” position on this bill.

b.    SB 1675 (Kehoe) – Diesel Fuel            
This bill would require, all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain at least 2% renewable diesel fuel, as defined, no later than 1 year after a specified finding is made by the state board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of the 2% standard would require all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain at least 5% renewable diesel fuel. The bill would require these provisions to be enforced by the Department of Food and Agriculture.  The bill would permit the state board to adopt regulations to grant exemptions to those requirements under specified circumstances and would also permit the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to temporarily suspend those requirements if fuel supplies are shown to be inadequate. 
By June 1, 2007, the department is required to submit a feasibility study to the Legislature that assesses the potential of California to produce feedstocks of renewable diesel fuel.
c.    AB695 (Mullin) – Retail Sales
This bill would amend the Civil Code regarding the retail posting of “return policies”, which would include language regarding the store’s “exchange policies” and their limitations, and would provide data intended to track consumer fraud trends.
CACASA has taken a “watch” position on this bill.

d.    AB2285 (B&P Committee) – Point of Sale

This proposal is intended to clean-up “point of sale” language so that the Civil Code and the Business and Professions Code are consistent. This bill also would require that individual transaction pricing be visible from a reasonable customer location.
B.
Automation DMS Forms & Reporting
a. Albertson Settlement

This settlement was based on a coordinated “blitz” conducted by several County Sealers that focused on one specific advertisement. This investigation involved tare weight requirements. A two million dollar settlement resulted with $300,000 earmarked to CDFA, DMS to develop 
specific forms and reporting systems that would capture and record all data needed to establish solid evidence, thereby enhancing the overall program.
Discussion ensured regarding the intent of settlement agreements and possible lessons learned about the type of agreement language needed to ensure tangible results.  Committee suggestions included a careful analysis of previously drafted agreement language. Ken Lake from DMS expressed the importance of effectively communicating with the District Attorneys so as to clear-up any misperceptions.  These communications could then lead to a well thought out settlement that makes good sense to all parties. There was agreement that more collaboration is needed as we go forward.
There being no further actions brought before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 9:59 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John Snyder, Secretary
