CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS

& SEALERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES
PESTICIDE REGULATORY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Wednesday, August 2, 2006

Members Present

Jerry Howard, Chair

Earl McPhail, Vice-Chair


Bill Gillette, Secretary

Frank Carl




Rob Rolan

Scott Hudson




Heidi Wong

Eric Lauritzen




Dave Moeller

Harry Krug




Mary Pfeiffer, for Steve Hajik

I.
Approval of Minutes

M/S/C to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2006 meeting as presented

II.
Old Business

A. Mill Disbursement Sub-Committee Report 


Frank Carl reviewed the role of the subcommittee

1. LA County Fiscal Management Workplan -


Bob Atkins described the process to disburse funds.  The County 
managing the project issues a letter to the President of CACASA 
and DPR for signature which is then forwarded to LA for 
disbursement.

2.
Ag GIS Initiative Workplan -


Mark Black reviewed the history of Ag GIS and provided a 
handout or the Ag GIS implementation plan.


Glenn County will be developing an Ag GIS website.  Mark will 
notify counties when the website is available.

3.
RMMS Initiative Workplan -


Tim Niswander gave an update on RMMS.  Tim named core 
counties that will provide oversight for both policy and technical 
issues.

4. AIRS (Ag Inspection Reporting System) Initiative Workplan –


Frank Carl is working to finalize the contract with the vendor, 
Statewide Soft (formerly A&K).  Approximately ½ the counties 
have received tablets.  The target date for all counties is the end of 
August.  Contact Frank if you have questions particularly those 
counties that previously had a contract with A&K.
5. CACASA Computer Users Website –

Mary Pfeiffer will be providing more information soon.

6. Hearing Officer Training –


$55,000 has been set aside.  Use of these funds has not been 
determined yet. 

7. Other projects –


Three proposals have been received (Stanislaus, Inyo/Mono, and 
the Sacramento Valley Area Group).


It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the 
deadline for Counties to submit proposals for special projects be 
extended until September 15, 2006.
B.
Hearing Officer Training –


Scott Paulsen and Regina Sarracino described DPR’s efforts to contract 
with McGeorge School of Law to provide hearing officer and advocate 
training.  They expect the contract to be finalized soon.


Regina reported that the Hearing Officer Sourcebook is being updated and 
will be distributed in the near future.


A list of people that will provide hearing officer services (at your expense) 
was distributed.

C. 
Enforcement Response Regulation Workshops –


Scott Paulsen updated the committee on these workshops.  Four have been 
given to date and four more are planned.  Scott reported that there have 
been good discussions and feels they have been valuable.  He is willing to 
do more workshops if necessary.


Minor changes to the ERP regulation package have required recirculation.  
Public Comment closes August 10.  DPR will then respond to comments 
then submit the package to OAL, probably in mid-September.  
Implementation is expected in mid-October.

Eric Lauritzen requested that Commissioners and DPR staff meet to 
discuss enforcement issues.  Scott will discuss this further once the 
workshops are completed.
D. 
Sub-Committee on NOI’s for SPCB’s performing pre-construction 
termiticide applications – 


(See Item G below)

E. 
Non-Occupational Pesticide Injuries (SB 391) Implementation Committee 
Update –

Scott Paulsen reported that State OES is conducting CUPA workshops to 
assure that Area Plan updates include SB 391 requirements.

F.
Pesticide Reporting Activities Monthly Reporting (PRAMR) Sub-

Committee – 


Earl McPhail and Ada Ann Scott provided a handout for each individual 
county.  The Sub-Committee will continue to refine the process and data.  
Counties are requested to review their individual data and get comments to 
their Area Group representative.


Note: Counties only received the first two pages of their individual report.  
The remaining four pages will be sent in September.

G.
Structural Pest Control Issues Update –


Kelly Okuma of the Structural Pest Control Board – 



The Governor has appointed 2 members to the SPCB.  More 


members will be appointed soon.


SPCB is in the process of changing their regulations to increase 


civil penalties to mirror ag civil penalties.



The bill to remove the sunset on fumigation fees in LA and Orange 

Counties was signed by the Governor.



SPCB is in the process of renewing their contract with DPR.



The pre-treatment Sub-Committee (Item D, above) is still working 


to make a recommendation.  Any recommendation would go first 


to the SPCB, then to CACASA, then for processing if necessary.


Kathy Boyle, DPR



DPR attended the PCOC annual meeting for the first time.  Results 

were positive.



AB 87 – PCOC is trying to revive this bill regarding trapping 


licenses.



Structural Pest Control Training – Kathy will solicit input from the 

counties regarding the types of training needed and the topics to be 

covered.

H. Plastic Pesticide Container Recycling



Jerry Campbell reported that DPR is still working on the issue but 


has no progress to report.

I. County Workplan/Performance Evaluation Update



Scott Paulsen described how the program information data (Item F 


above) should be reviewed and incorporated into county’s 



workplans.



Current workplans have been reviewed by DPR and comments will 

be given to the Counties.  These comments are meant to be helpful 


and avoid misunderstandings as the workplans will be posted on 


DPR’s website starting next year.

III.
New Business


A.
Request for DPR to review suitability of Closed Mixing System 



Regulations -




The North, Sacramento Valley and San Joaquin Valley Area 



Groups have passed motions requesting this review.  Scott Hudson 



reviewed a meeting with his office, growers, DPR and Senator 



Machado’s office.  Growers described problems with closed 



mixing systems.




DPR will be reviewing the issue.



M/S/P to recommend that the Board of Directors request that the 


Department of Pesticide Regulation study the suitability of closed 


mixing systems and study possible alternatives that would provide 


acceptable worker protection.
B. Revised Restricted Materials Permit Manual – 


Roy Rutz distributed a CD to each county with the revised restricted 
materials permit manual.  Roy described the changes found in the manual.


All DPR recommended permit conditions are included in Appendix C.

C. AgComplyIT – 


Mark Rentz and the group discussed AgComplyIT.  Mark will be making 
a recommendation to DPR regarding future funding. Get any comments to 
Mark.
D. Pulse on Enforcement, “Featured Enforcer”


The committee discussed whether a single ag commissioner should be 
featured or if the system as a whole could be featured.  The committee 
took no action.

E. Licensing Issues – Mac Takeda

Private Applicator Certificate – new regulations are in place regarding 
time frames for relicensing and continuing education.

PCA minimum qualification revision regulations will be out for review by 
the end of the year.

Aircraft Pilot Study Guides and exams will be completed this Fall.


Licensing and Certification Website  



Now listed by County



Farm Labor Contractor registration by County to be on the website


Renewal Reminders



DPR has developed bookmarks that can be used to remind PCO’s 


and PCA’s on renewal dates.  If counties would like a supply, 


contact Mac.


License Renewals



Renewal notices for businesses and individuals will all be sent in 


September.


Maintenance Gardener Study Guide



DPR is expecting to have this study guide completed and 



distributed by the end of the year.

IV.
Additional Agenda Items

A. 800 Telephone Number to report Pesticide Incidents –


Jerry Campbell discussed the letter he sent to Ag Commissioners 
regarding a toll free number that will refer pesticide complaints to the Ag 
Commissioners.


Chair Howard appointed a sub-committee to work with DPR.  The Sub-
committee includes:  Eric Lauritzen, Bob Rolan, Harry Krug, Earl 
McPhail and Mary Pfeiffer.

B. C-Edits


Tim Niswander and Larry Wasson discussed c-edits.  This pesticide use 
reporting program was originally supported by DPR.  It is no longer 
supported by DPR.


DPR will explain to private companies that there is no official state 
program and that they support access by all companies to all County 
programs to submit PUR data.

C. AB 2247 –


Cathy Neville updated the committee on San Diego County’s efforts to 
streamline their regulatory and administrative fine processes in order to 
avoid the need for AB 2247.  Cathy has met with the author and he is 
receptive to dropping the bill.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Gillette
Secretary

