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I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Weed and Vertebrate Chair, George Milovich, at 11:06 a.m. 

II. Approval of Minutes of May 2, 2006.

II. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of May 2, 2006.
III. Old Business

III. Assembly Bill 2479 - Milovich/Bezark  

As a result of a broadbase coalition effort to secure or continue with WMA funding AB 2479 was modified and funding removed and supplanted into  the Department(s general fund budget.  The original $2.5 million was reduced (blue penciled) by the Governor by $1 million to $1.5 million in funding.  There is a continuing effort to somehow reinstate the other $1 million into the process either via the budget or through the original Bill itself. 

III. WMA/County Weed Control Funding Strategy - Boitano

Larry Bezark, CDFA, addressed the item indicating the general fund dollar amount of $1.5 million will be utilized each year as a permanent fund source and is not subject to AB 2479 language, however, the Department will operate in the spirit of AB  2479 language and intends to utilize the original oversight committee in deciding disbursements.  In a broader context the funding for the WMA enhances or compliments the Departments core activities provided and carried out by the Department in their terrestrial weed program.  Utilization of the funding will be 10% administrative, 10% research and 80% WMA/CAC noxious and terrestrial weed activities.  Within the 80% contract activities funds would be contracted to WMA(s, some to CAC(s, a portion to strategic initiatives and also supplemental requests for proposals that could come from a WMA or CAC that might involve a particular need, emergency or high value aspect over and above a regular contract. Contracts  are intended to be on a calendar basis with requests, after details are ironed  out, to be sent out this fall with a start date of January 2007.  The details of which are still to be worked out as the Department plans on meeting with the various entities involved including CALIWAC, WMA(s/CAC(s and the Weed & Vertebrate Noxious Weed Subcommittee.      








c. Wildlife Services Report - Coolahan

Craig reported on the Federal budget, the Senate side is looking at a $2.8 million reduction and the House at $7.8 million.  Nationwide, the aviation program is looking at a $385 thousand cut.  They will know more after September.

WS is still meeting with Fish and Game regarding the mutual assistance issue and have been for two years now, primarily in regards to the taking of mountain lions.  

WS and the USF&W Service is taking the lead in Avian Influenza wild bird surveillance anticipating the collection of 2,000 live and dead bird samples. $140 thousand in funding is available for employees working overtime.  They will also collect environmental/fecal samples and are looking to the Northern Pintail as a high priority bird.  

As previously discussed, the Section 7 Consultation is moving forward with the USF&W Service.  

DRC 1339 use on Starlings in feedlots is continuing in Siskiyou and Imperial Counties.  Tests continue in the central valley due to problems with Tri-Colored Blackbirds.  

Scott Beckman has moved on as recruiting to fill his position is continuing and WS is continuing to work on improving its new MIS (Mgmt Info System).  

d.
CDFA Terrestrial Weed Report - Schoenig 

Other than Dodder and WMA(s, a new leafy spurge was found up in Siskiyou County so the Department needs to look for it on a statewide basis.  This  exemplifies the Forest Services inability to treat various weed species. 

e. Status of Japanese Dodder - Bezark

Now in at least 7 Counties in California, including Sacramento, Fresno, 
Yolo, Yuba, Shasta, San Joaquin and Alameda.  There are 60 infested 
properties in Fresno County alone.  Currently determining strategies as to 
how best to approach the problem.  Secretary Kawamura has visited 
Sacramento County and USDA has funding to conduct surveys.  Overall 
strategy will depend on the plants statewide distribution.  The issue of the 
communities and culture involved may complicate how to proceed.  The 
plant attaches to most all woody plants.  Treatment consists of roundup 
and/or chainsaws!  Secretary Kawamura has indicated the problem might be 
addressed as an environmental issue rather than an ag issue. Stared as a (Q( 
rated pest and is now (A( rated.  
f. CDFA Vertebrate Report - Schnabel (Handout)

Duane reported the quality control /quality assurance program with the county bait manufacturing facilities had been completed.  Overall good compliance was found and any problems were generally associated with older facilities.  VPCRAC did supply $30,000 worth of various supplies to counties.  A final report will be out in September.  Duane noted that a final report will also address updating compliance agreements with minor changes to formulations and labels.

The Vertebrate Pest Control Handbook revision is underway and is expected to have portions available and on-line in October.  Eventually it will be available electronically and on CD(s.  Overall the handbook will be updated to reflect today(s program.

The development of the Natural Predator Toxicant continues.  VPCRAC provided a letter of support to the USDA administrator for the continued efforts to register the product and $417,047 in matching research funds to the National Wildlife Research Center.  Registration may take 2-3 years and cost another $1.8 million to register federally.

The Vertebrate Pest Control Specialist position in Kearney has been approved and recruitment is taking place.  

The Counties of Kings and Fresno, who are not contracted with Wildlife Services (WS), wanted to know the economic cost benefit of their programs. Initial analysis looks as if they fall very much in line with those WS contracted counties. These two reports are available.  

Steve provided a  picture of a methyl bromide applicator, circa 1937, that was reportedly used upon its development and still to this day, by our Dean, Jerry Howard.  

Also working on a Zn Phosphide registration for artichokes that has been sent to EPA.  Expecting a response by the first of the year.  

I. CALIWAC Meeting - Milovich

Discussion included under WMA item above.

IV. New Business

IV. USFS Invasive Species Conference - Schoenig/Pfeiffer

At the conference it was noted that upper management within the USFS recognizes and appreciates the importance of invasive species but indicated there is no funding to address the issue.  Other aspects of the conference included breakouts in groups by region.  Steve and Mary met with Region 5 folks who expressed concern and frustration at the lack of NEPA work, however, there is an effort by the USFS to put together a categorical exemption for the use of herbicides on small populations of invasive species.  They have started an internal process but are unsure of actually getting changes.  The feeling was that it would actually take non-federal stakeholders working with Congress to make any headway.  The issue of a categorical exemption was discussed with Secretary Kawamura during the Northern Weed Tour and it was noted that the Secretary was currently meeting back in Washington with US Ag Secretary Johanns and that this issue was one of the topics.       

IV. USFS Noxious Weed Categorical Exemption - North Group

Discussion included under New Business, item a. above. 

V.  Additional Agenda Items - None 

VI. Adjournment

There being no further business the Committee adjourned at 12:33.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Caseri, Secretary 




