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 San Joaquin Valley
Agricultural Commissioners And Sealers Association

FRESNO-KERN-KINGS-MADERA-MARIPOSA-MERCED-SAN JOAQUIN-STANISLAUS-TULARE

July 26, 2007

Stockton, California

MINUTES

	Members Present
	Guests

	Scott Hudson
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Jerry Prieto
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

	David Moore
	Ralph Shields, CDPR

	Tim Niswander
	Stella Borucki, DFG

	Bob Rolan
	

	Dave Robinson

Gary Kunkel
	

	Dennis Gudgel

	


I. Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by Dave Robinson at 1:20pm.

II. Executive Session – called to order at 10:00 am. Topics included: IT Scoping Project; FPC surcharge; Deputy meetings; Organic program; Deputy recruitments.
III. Introduction, Stella Borucki, DFG Pesticide Investigation Unit.  She is taking the place of Bob Hosea.  She can be reached at (916) 358-2954 or sborucki@ospr.dfg.ca.gov  

IV. Additional items were added to the agenda.

V. Approval of minutes – the minutes from the meeting of April 25/26 (Mariposa) and June 21 (Hanford) were approved.

VI. Correspondence - None

           VII. Treasurers Report – Checking account - $526.32; Savings account - $481.08  The group                                                  
       agreed to maintain the annual area group dues at $50.
          VIII.  Reports:    

1. CASAP Report – Niswander
The 2008 CASAP conference will be held on Martin Luther King weekend at the same                             location (Seaside Embassy Suites)

2.  DPR - Shattuck  

· Margaret Kim is the new liaison to China for Cal-EPA
· About 100 attendees in Hearing Officer training to date; advocate training will not be given in 2007

· CAC’s are invited to take part in reviewing DPR’s Strategic Plan

· DPR’s “Community Guide” has been released to stakeholders

· SPCB has been making contact with utility companies regarding lighting of pilots by utility workers after a fumigation.
· San Mateo (CAC/Sealer) reorganization: the Public Health Director will give a report to the BOS in September regarding oversight of the Agriculture/W&M departments.

· A proposed application for mold in a hospital in Oxnard has been put on hold; the material is not registered in California and there are also post entry concerns

· Glenn Anderson, Del Norte CAC/Sealer will retire in mid-August

· CRLA has requested reports from 15 counties.  The department has advised CRLA that counties were not required to turn in decision reports prior to approval of the ERP regulations
· 200 people showed up for a public meeting held for a permit review

     (Shields)

· DPR will provide training for decision report writing; decision reports will be under heavy scrutiny in the future
· Harvard Fong will provide respiratory training 

· USEPA wants to review priority illnesses before an enforcement action is taken; the agency may believe that some past fine levels were too low

      3.  CDFA Liaison Report – Masuhara 
· Valerie Brown has retired from the department

· There has bee a suggestion to place (blank) financial statement forms and the instruction manual on the liaison website

· Kristin Macey is a new branch chief at DMS

· The Chemistry lab is encountering more complex samples which are taking more time to process than usual; they are working diligently to keep up with the workload
· The Pierce’s Disease Advisory Board dropped the wine grape assessment from $2.00 to $1.50.  The current crop is considered large enough to reach research funding goals 
· Tim is serving as CACASA’s representative on the Animal Disposal Working Group
4. Poultry Outreach – Gudgel 

Dennis Gudgel reported on his poultry outreach efforts; he has received permission to have informational postcards placed in church bulletins

 
  IX.  CDFA
1. County efforts to regulate the use of manure on food crops – Moore
An ag task force has put together a Kern County ordinance for food safety related to the use of manure and water contaminated by manure; environmental health is the lead agency.

 
2.   Tomato spotted wilt virus - Robinson
Numerous tomato fields (fresh and canning) are being disked under do to the spotted wilt    virus.  It is vectored by a thrip; radicchio is thought to be a “bridging host”.  Thousands of acres may be affected.
3.  Don Henry - Masuhara 

Former CDFA employee, Don Henry, is now working for Customs in the port of Stockton.  There was consensus to invite him to the next area group meeting.
4. Use of Rite-Aid/Safeway Funds (referral from Spring Conference) – Rolan
Area groups were directed to come up with ideas to utilize funds received from QC actions.  Two ideas were mentioned:
· Develop DVD’s that would answer frequently asked questions by industry regarding weighmaster and petroleum compliance issues
· Use the funds to send more people to the Western Weights and Measures conference

The group was encouraged to come up with additional suggestions before the next Board of Directors meeting. 
 5.  Hot Fuel, NCWM - Gudgel
Expect to see additional movement towards temperature compensation.  At the recent           National Conference, a vote was taken to determine support for pursuing temperature  compensation; it failed by one vote.
6.  Alleged Almond Fertilizer Contamination – Hudson
A batch of old fertilizer sold to almond growers in San Joaquin County caused leaf burn in almond trees.  Growers expect a contaminant in the fertilizer to be the cause.  CDFA analysis of the material showed consistency with the label but it wasn’t tested for contaminants.  CDFA is doing more testing of the material.
7. RIFA/San Joaquin County – Hudson
RIFA has been found in San Joaquin County.  It was a small infestation and it has been treated.  It is believed to have been introduced on beehives moved from Merced to San Joaquin County and then Sacramento County.

8. Poultry Composting – Hudson 

San Joaquin County has received inquiries regarding poultry composting from the Pacific Poultry Federation.  The Integrated Waste Management Board has been inconsistent in determining whether it is allowed or not.  Scott will let us know when he receives an answer.


X.
DPR



1.  ACP hearing results effect on future enforcement decisions – Moore
Kern County has a backlog of hearings that need to be held and has also had cases that were not upheld by the hearing officer.  

2. Use of unregistered sulfur product – Rolan 

A dusting sulfur has been reported used in Fresno and Madera counties that does not have a valid California registration number.  Processors expressed concern and hesitated to accept product from growers who used the product.  Al Lomeli of the Fresno regional office gave assurances that the there was not a residue issue with the product.  The regional office and Mill Assessment branch are investigating. 

3. Chateau – Prieto
A large number of acres of almonds have seemingly been affected by applications of Chateau; 20,000 acres in Stanislaus County and damage in Fresno, San Joaquin, and Merced. Some dealers will no longer sell the material.  

4. Special conditions or buffers around schools – Rolan 

A person who identified himself as a Tulare County Environmental Health department employee contacted Madera in July regarding a “survey” that was being taken of San Joaquin Valley agricultural commissioners.  The purpose was to determine which counties had special use conditions for pesticides near schools.  No other counties reported being contacted for a survey.
5.  Residual mill proposals – Group 

A handout was distributed and the group reviewed applications for FY 2008/2009.  If all of the proposals were accepted, there would be approximately $111,000 left.  It was announced that “Mill Tax Training” will be given at the Interim conference.
6.  Kern County pilot project - Moore
Beginning in January, the CAC will take restricted material NOI’s and forward them to      the applicator’s permitted neighbors..  This will be done electronically, either by email or fax.  The purpose is to try to improve communication between adjoining farming operations to reduce the risk of field workers or other “mobile receptors” being affected by pesticide applications.
XI.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm.  The next area group meeting is scheduled for September 27-28 in Bakersfield.

Submitted by Bob Rolan 

for Cathi Boze, Secretary







