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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


November 12, 2008
 10:00 a.m.

Merced County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

MINUTES 

	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze, Mariposa County
Scott Hudson, San Joaquin County 

Rob Rolan, Madera County 

Dave Robinson, Merced County
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Milton O’Haire, Stanislaus County
Mike Tanner, retired Merced County Agricultural Commissioner

	Tim Niswander, Kings County
	

	Carol Hafner, Fresno County

	

	
	

	
	


I. Executive Session  ~ 
· Executive session was called to order at 10:00 am by Rob Rolan. 
· Moment of silence for Cos Insalaco, retired Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer. 
· Topics discussed included: 2009 Meeting Locations, CACASA Officer Nomination Form (self-nominating form), annual financial statement changes, and Executive Director position.
SJVACASA 2009 meeting locations

January 28, 2009………….Fresno

February 4 - 5, 2009……...Interim Conf. – Sacramento

February 25, 2009………..Madera

March 25 - 26, 2009……...Mariposa (2-day)
April 27 – May 1, 2009..….Spring Conf. – San Diego
May 27, 2009..……………Tulare
June 24, 2009……………..Hanford
July 22 - 23, 2009…………TBD (2-day)
August 5 - 6, 2009………...Interim Conf. -Sacramento

September 23, 2009...…….Modesto
October 28, 2009…...…….Stockton
November 18 – 19, 2009…Bakersfield (2-day)
December 7 – 11, 2009…..Winter Conference – Sacramento
I.
Call to Order ~ Rolan
· Regular Session meeting was called to order at 11:15 am by Robert  

            

Rolan, San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman.
II. Additional Agenda Items ~ group
· Several items were added to the agenda.

III. Approval of Minutes ~ group
· M/S/P to approve the minutes of October 22, 2008
IV.
Correspondence ~ 

· There was no correspondence for the SJVACASA area group.
IV. Treasurer’s Report ~ Robinson
· Checking account - $1,147.16; Savings account - $51.00 

VI.
DPR  ~
            a. Liaison Report ~ Shattuck
· New CAC Orientation.  This orientation was held November 5 – 7, 2008, in Sacramento. The following commissioners/sealers attended this orientation hosted by DPR and CDFA. Henry Gonzales, Carol Hafner, Miguel Monroy, Jim Allan,  Ken Corbishley,  Jim Donnelly, John Gardner, Jeff Pylman, Louie Mendoza, Vicki Helmar, and Vince Guise.
· Winter Conference Luncheon Speaker. Mark Quisenberry has been working with Cathleen Gagliani’s office to have the member speak to CACs at the Winter Conference. Cathleen may be the incoming Assembly Chair of the Agriculture Committee. 

·  Mark Rentz Resignation. Mark Rentz, Deputy Director for DPR has accepted a position as the Director of Regulatory Affairs with the Association of California Water Agencies. Mark’s last day with DPR was November 14, 2008.  It has been a pleasure working with Mark and we wish him the best with his new assignment. 

· DPR Personnel Changes: Charles Andrews was recently appointed to Associate Director, Pesticide Programs Division and is responsible for DPR’s seven Branches.  Marylou Verde-Carlos was recently appointed to Assistant Director and is the Scientific Advisor to the Directorate.  Lea Brooks replaced Glenn Brank as the new DPR Communications Director. Tom Babb is the new Northern Regional Office Supervisor replacing Ralph Shields.  Please join me in congratulating Chuck, Lea, Marylou and Tom!

· Public Service Announcements: As part of a Mill Assessment Residual Project, the SLO CAC produced a PSA directed at unlicensed maintenance gardeners. The PSA will be aired on radio and television. Jim reported that the Director was interested in having this PSA run statewide. Jim will forward to the CACs details on when the PSA will be released to them for their use. Bob Lilley will report on this matter at the Winter Conference.
· SB 1723, AB 2223 and SB 1206: These three bills were signed by the Governor.  A brief description of the bills are: Effective January1, 2009, registrants who sell agricultural or structural use pesticide products in certain HDPE (high density polyethylene) containers must have, or participate in, a container recycling program, SB 1723 adds section 12841.4 to the FAC. DPR’s Pesticide Product Compliance Branch is preparing a rulemaking proposal (regulations) to address this legislation. Effective January 1, 2009, Structural Branch 2 and 3 companies can advertise for Branch 1 work if certain criteria are met. SB 1206 amended Section 8514 of the B & P Code.  Effective January 1, 2009 San Diego CAC is added to the Structural Fumigation Enforcement Program, which allows certain counties to collect $5 for each fumigation by a Branch 1 company which provides for funding of increased enforcement activities. The amendment also extends the sunset date to January 1, 2011. Other counties in the program are Los Angeles, Orange and Santa Clara. AB 2223 amended section 8698 of the B & P Code. 

· Structural Reimbursement.  CACs are reminded that they can receive reimbursement for structural enforcement activities. See recent ENF Letter 2008-32. Contact your EBL with any questions.

· Structural Training:  Dates for the Enforcement Branch Structural 2009 Training

are tentatively set for March 16 – 18 in Southern California and March 30 - April 1 in Northern California. Enforcement Branch staff will send a letter when the dates are confirmed. 

· Application Specific/ Notification Proposed Regulations:  The public comment period was extended to November 20. These DPR proposed regulations have been in the development stages for a few years. If you are commenting, please send them to the Department by the above date. A hearing on the proposed regulations is being held in Santa Barbara on November 18, 2008.

·  VOC 3 Proposed Regulations: DPR will be holding two public hearings on the VOC 3 Regulation Package .The hearings will be held in Sacramento on January 14 at Cal-EPA Building, Sierra Hearing Room at 1:00 p.m.  The Bakersfield Public Hearing will be on January 12, at 5:00 p.m. and is being held at the Kern Agriculture Pavilion, 3300 Bell Terrace, Bakersfield. The Pavilion is directly across the street from the Kern CAC Office. 
·  CAPCA Local Chapter Meeting, Bakersfield- November 6: Chris Reardon, Nan Gorder and Chuck Andrews presented DPR updates at this meeting on November 6. Ruben Arroyo was also present and staff provided Kern County related enforcement topics. DPR discussed VOCs and Enforcement issues.
· Jacobs Farms vs. Western Farm Service:  Jacobs Farms, a Santa Cruz County Organic Grower, was awarded one million dollars by a jury for damages it received as a result of several drift incidents by Western Farm Service from 2006 – 2007.  Western Farm Service may appeal the court’s findings. 

· Spray Safe Contract:  DPR awarded the Spray Safe Coalition a $50K grant to work on its program in the San Joaquin Valley. Stanislaus and San Joaquin CACs have agreed to participate.
·  Alliance Grants Update:  DPR was recently awarded a grant from U.S. EPA Grant, “Reducing Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Pesticide Use in Nuts and Tree Fruit Orchards in California’s San Joaquin Valley”. This grant, titled PRIA 2, is for $159K and is directed at reducing emissions on walnut, peach and almond crops. This grant will partner DPR with the NRCS field offices. This grant will focus on crops in Merced, San Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties. The ultimate goal is to promote adoption of IPM and reduced-risk pest management practices to reduce pesticide impacts on air and water quality.  Matt Fossen, mfossen@cdpr.ca.gov is the contact or Bob Elliott, belliott@cdpr.ca.gov
· CACASA New Member Orientation Process Guidelines (November 4, 2008): At the Assistant’s Conference October 8, Harry Krug provided this document to all attendees. This document was sent out last week by Jim Shattuck to all CACs. If you did not receive this document, please contact Jim. 

· Enforcement Letter 08-31 – Notice Requirements Governing CAC Hearings. This letter was e mailed to CACs on November 7. Please pay close attention to the Trifold Document (Preparing for Your Administrative Hearing) included with the letter.

·  Environmental Monitoring Results – Spinosad. On November7, DPR’s EM Branch posted on its website,  “Environmental Applications for the Mexican Fruit Fly Eradication in Valley Center, San Diego County, 2003”. 
·  2009 Area Group, Conference and Committee Meetings Schedule.  The CDFA Liaison will be finalizing the above schedules for 2009 and will e mail to all CACs. 

· Agricultural Pest Control Advisory Committee Meeting.  This committee is scheduled to meet at Cal-EPA on November 18. 

· Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee. This committee is scheduled to meet at Cal-EPA on November 21.
·  Midas Research Authorizations, 7, 8 and 9. Debra Kloss of the Enforcement Branch, Dkloss@cdpr.ca.gov, recently sent (November 10) to the Midas Research Authorization counties, the newly approved Midas Research Authorizations, 7, 8 and 9. The maximum acre limit is ten and the additional worker safety protection equipment was changed to now require SCBA instead of a full-face respirator.  Midas, methyl iodide (iodomethane) is federally registered in California. If you have any questions, please contact Debra.
·  U.S. EPA Workgroup Discussions- Web-Based Electronic Distribution- Labeling. U.S. EPA recently formed a work group to analyze pros and cons of allowing web-based electronic distribution of labeling to the end user. This would mean that at point of sale, only the container label would be on the product container, and either the dealer of the buyer would download the use directions from the website. Some states are in agreement with allowing this.
·  Structural Pest Control Board Meeting. On November 14, Clifford Smith, DPR Structural Liaison to the SPCB, attended the SPCB Pre-treatment Committee Meeting in Sacramento. The committee will meet to develop proposed solutions to ensure the proper practice of pre-construction termite treatments. 

b. Application Specific Notification Regulations: Group or Individual Comments? ~ Hafner 
· Kevin Solari (CDPR-WHS) met with the SJV pesticide deputy group with respect to the proposed regulatory changes. Ruben will e-mail the PUE deputy group response to all and if we approve, it will be submitted as a SJVACASA group response.
· Check the DPR webpage for clarification on proposed regs and finalized package. OAL comment period is still open (comment period extended to 11-20-08. These DPR proposed regulations have been in the development stages for a few years. If you are commenting, please send them to the Department by the above date. Public hearings will be held in Santa Barbara County in 11/08. Worker safety issue.

· See also DPR liaison report. 
c. PRAC Agenda ~  (B. Gillette email, 11/07)

· Group discussion: 
· ERR subcommittee – some changes may require regulation changes

·  PIRs  (going back to 1994) will be on the web by the end of the year
d. Natural Resources Agenda ~ (Mark Black email, 10/31)

· SJVACASA Representative to Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program Stakeholder Workgroup – Gary Caseri with Rob Rolan as the alternate
e. Madera meeting with activists ~ Rolan
· Rob met with the pesticide activists group on 10/30/08.
f. Orientation comments ~ Hafner

· Carol commented on the new CAC orientation: very organized, excellent presentation by Matt Silverling, great exposure to all departments (CDFA & CDPR), illustrated where CAC fits in, comprehensive, great handouts, would be good for Assistants, Deputies, and Inspectors. 
· Referred to Personnel Standards Committee via Tim. 
· Kudos to Jim & Kevin for a job well-done!!

VII. CDFA 

a. Liaison Report ~ Masuhara
· Will Brown is the new CDFA Undersecretary
· A.J. Yates will be back at CDFA as a consultant
· Licensing Exam results: Inspector results went out on 11/7/08, Deputy results will be sent out 11/17/08
· Budget update: Legislature is convening a special session to address current (and on-going) budget deficit
· Annual financial statements were due 10/31/08
· Bovine TB update: 300,000 cattle have been tested
· GWSS has been found in Santa Clara County – outside of the treatment area
· LBAM has been found in Fairfield (Solano County) – outside quarantine area
· GM – quarantine has been established around the Ojai finds
· Medfly – wild unmated female was trapped in El Cajon (San Diego County) on 11/7/08. 1700 traps were deployed over an 81 square mile area. Additional wild male was trapped today – triggers a quarantine response.
· Asian Citrus Psyllid – found in four locations in San Diego County and two in Imperial County. Conducting soil-drench and foliar treatments for 400 feet around the finds. Will be holding public meetings.
b. Draft WMA Requirements ~ Boze (email, 11/04)

· Draft WMA minimum requirement proposal was reviewed by the group.
·  Discussion points: item #3 – change government agency to “public” agency and item #4 – require a minimum of “one” official meeting annually.
· Points to be referred to Weed & Vertebrate Committee.
c. Lead bullet ban ~ Hafner
· Group discussion of lead bullet ban by USFWS in the Condor range.
· Problems with obtaining copper bullets; which counties are impacted; can restrictions be removed for Madera & Fresno, Kings & Kern also; status of Berryhill bill?
·  Referred to Weed & Vertebrate Committee (cc Frank Carl)
d. San Joaquin Kit fox (SJKF) historical range ~ Hafner
· How will the expansion of the SJKF historical range impact the ag industry to control vertebrate pests? Ability to conduct vertebrate pest control in these areas is virtually impossible. 
· DPR ESA bulletins from Polo Moreno (CDPR) for SJKF with data from USFWS & CDFG. When were these areas changed? How do we get rid of these historical ranges where SJKF no longer exist? 
· Referred to Weed & Vertebrate Committee.
e. E-coli Link to Feral pigs/Monterey situation ~ Hafner
· Any sign of feral pigs and some leafy green growers in Monterey cordon off the area and disk it under. Could this happen in the SJV?

· Group discussion of situation of feral pigs and E. coli link.
f. Rush Skeleton weed ~ Hafner
· Should it still be an A-rated pest or should it be reclassified to control at CAC’s discretion? 
· Pest Ratings sub-committee consideration (Niswander) – similar to Florida template.
g. USDA Fee Collection Proposal ~ Kunkel

· No discussion (CAC will collect fees if not through PCIT; fees held in a trust account similar to vertebrate pest control surcharge fees)
h. Motor Oil assessment legislative proposal ~ Robinson
· DMS proposal to increase cap on motor oil assessment fees from $0.02 per gallon to $0.05 per gallon to fund the DMS Petroleum Products Program and the county petroleum subvention contracts. DMS is asking for support from the area groups for this proposal (so far the Southern area group supports the proposal). 
· MSP to support DMS’s proposal to increase the motor oil assessment fee.
i. Weights & Measures Hearing Officers ~ Arroyo

· Discussion about the possible use of Safeway trust fund monies to fund hearing officers for W&M hearings similar to the DPR mill tax funding for hearing officers. 
· Need to provide hearing officers – source?

· MSP to send to L&R committee for discussion of enforcement and funding mechanism for ACP (discuss with Bill Stephens and Kurt Florin)

VIII. CACASA ~
a. IMPAC Agenda ~ (L. Mendoza email, 11/04)

· Discussion of CDFA pilot program(report interface) in Monterey

· Discussion of webinar (web based conferencing)

· Discussion of computer users conference: need to re-focus/re-structure and return to being a venue for sharing of information between counties

· SJ Valley (Kern County) will host the conference in 2009. Major topic will be the IT consultant recommendations in 6/09 with regard to pesticide software
b. IT Consultant ~ Rolan/Niswander

· 44 RFPs were submitted – 3 of those submitted bids (2 were within
CACASA’s budget – one new company & one company that has worked with SLO County & CAC)

· Mark Black & Tim Niswander checked references – no negative comments on   

      either company

· interviews will be held on 11/13/08 in San Luis Obispo;
· focus of interviews will not be just on GIS: it will also include IT issues, project management, corporate management, holistic approach

· recommendation by review committee at Winter Conference 
c. Legislative Committee Representatives ~ Rolan

· SJVACASA representatives are: Dave Robinson and Rob Rolan as well as Scott Hudson as VP – Ag
d. Personnel Standards Agenda ~ Niswander
· Agenda is a work in progress

· Discussion of white paper on reasons for problems in filling CAC positions

· Presentation by AgCareers (a fee for service recruitment company) at the Winter Conference (not AgSource as noted in 10/22/08 minutes)
e. Board of Directors Issues ~ Carl

· DC delegation: Scott Hudson (as VP – Ag & SJVACASA rep) & Ruben Arroyo (maybe)

· State/County Relations Committee: Tim Niswander will be SJVACASA rep with Gary Kunkel as the alternate
f. Long Range Planning Agenda ~ Hudson
· Discussion topics: retreat, future with regard to gas tax, executive director position
g. Miscellaneous  ~ Group

· Distribution of 1986 Minimum Qualifications position paper
IX.      Adjournment  ~
· The meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm. 
· Next meeting is the CACASA Winter Conference in Sacramento, December 8 – 12, 2008.

         
     Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

                 “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”

REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


