Minutes

December 14, 15 2006

CACASA 

Coast and San Joaquin Valley Area Groups

Mission Inn 

Carmel, CA

Attendance: 
David Moore            Eric Luaritzen

David Robinson       Ed Meyer
Tim Niswander        Dennis Bray

Bob Rolan                Lisa Correia
Scott Hudson           Stacy Carlsen
Ken Corbishley       Gail Raabe

Dave Whitmer

Guest:

Milton O’Hare, Stanislaus Co.

Jerry McElhaney, Tulare Co.

Mert Price, Santa Clara Co.

Stan Toy, Santa Clara Co.

Ron Ross, San Benito Co.

Ed Williams, CDFA

Bob Dowell, CDFA

Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Steve Mauch, JPA, CDFA

Eric Stein, CDFA

I. Executive Session called to order: San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman Niswander called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. The following topics were covered during the session.

II. Additional Agenda Items

III. CACASA Report

IV. CACASA Officer Nominations

V. Long Range Planning

VI. Residual Mill: Future

VII. 2007 Coast Meeting Schedule

VIII. Coast Deputy Report

IX. CACASA Life Memberships

X. Proposed Fumigation Regulations (Conference Call DPR)

Regular Session Agenda

12-14-06

I. Regular Session: Regular Session was called to order by Chairman Niswander at 3:00 PM.

II. Additional Agenda Items

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Correspondence: None

V. Treasure(s) Report:

VI. State Reports:
a. DPR Liaison – Jim Shattuck Jim covered the following items:
i. DPR is working on a Hearing Officer Training contract with   Mc George School of Law.
ii. San Mateo County is evaluating possible legislation for an exception to state law to allow local regulation of pesticides.
iii. Coastal Commission has weighed in on pesticide regulation through controlling the use of rodenticides on private property in their land s under Commission jurisdiction

iv. Pesticide Complaint Line  (1-877-378-5463) is live and provides callers with instructions in English and Spanish with automated system to connect to appropriate county automatically.

v. Chuck Andrews met with CRLA representatives to deal with Field Worker Safety issues

vi. Representatives of PCO’s/ Pilots have developed a Web-site HTTP://www.lrardd.net challenging the increase in Agricultural Civil Penalties levied.

vii. Flea products from China are being sold without payment of mill fees

viii. Enforcement Response Policy regulations are in final form

ix. Barry Cortez, Branch Chief retire from DPR after 34 years service

b. CDFA Liaison Report -  Ed Williams

i. CDFA new phone directory available

ii. A.J. Yates retires 1-15-06

iii. Disaster Bill HR 5385 Not moving

iv. CACASA/ CFBF film project under consideration
v. Medfly, Asian Long Horn Beetle and Japanese Dodder projects approved by department

vi. Balsim Fir Gall Midge rating changed from “B” to “C”

vii. Contra Costa County successfully implemented in their dog sniffing pest exclusion program in November. Two well mannered and well cared for dogs are on duty.

viii. S.F. County interviewed four applicants for the position of Ag. Commissioner

ix. USDA Pest Detection Trapping Specialist to review CDFA PD Program

x. Deputy Ag./Sealer Exams scheduled April 2-6 S. Cal., April 9-13 S.J. Valley, April 16-20 Central Coast.

c. DMS Report – Ed Williams

i. State Monthly reports forms to adjust to 1/10 hour intervals
VII. CACASA Reports

a. Pest Rating subcommittee discussed status of Switch Grass
b. Personnel Standards Committee will be reviewing surveys completed and report at Interim meeting
c. IMPAC discussed

VIII. DPR

a. RMMS Report Tim Niswander discussed the S.Q.L. license, beta test data base and reviewed RIMS Counties, online review, working groups, and shared list available to counties

b. Organic Growing Ground Notification was discussed emphasizing the need to establish a clear process to establish enforcement procedures when dealing with accredited organic certification agencies that are responsible for organic producer law violations Request made to CDFA to assist in working with certifiers to respond to local production violations. Discussion covered authority of CAC’s in dealing with violations of California Organic Food Laws.

IX. CDFA
a. Livestock Disaster Reporting revisions and reporting procedure are in need of revisions to establish uniformity and clear steps in capturing damage report statistics and reporting procedures.

                            (Meeting Continued on 12/15/06)
b. Sacramento Valley egg inspection blitz was discussed.  They have used the blitz as a way to draw attention to egg quality problems at retail.

c. Spinach and Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement, this industry driven initiate will outline grower level processes to deal with the biological contamination issue.  

i. Handlers and processors will use a marketing order to influence grower compliance. CAC may or may not have a role.  

ii. Congressman Farr has a bill addressing economic recovery and research. 

iii. California legislature is addressing water issues related to E. coli.

iv. There may be a conflict between vegetation strips used for wildlife habitat and food safety.

v. San Joaquin Valley has a task force looking at the leafy greens proposal.

d. Draft GWSS Treatment Protocol results were discussed as they relate to nursery stock shipments.  
vi. San Joaquin and Sacramento Counties are the present participants receiving these test shipments.    

vii. Phase 2 will include more nurseries and additional shipments to insure that this attempt to eventually reduce the need for inspections at origin and destination provides safety from GWSS transfer.

viii. No live GWSS have been detected in these treated, caged GWSS egg masses on the test shipments.

e. Joint Powers Agreement, Steve Mauch reported that the agreement with Trinity and Yolo has established by-laws, a Board of Directors and is setting up an office.  

ix. Steve Mauch is the Executive Director for this new public agency with the goal of providing a cost effective and stable workforce for Shipping Point and other needs.
x. Counties do not have to sign a JPA agreement to participate, but joining the agreement gives them board representation.

f. WMA Funding was discussed with Bob Dowell.  

xi. The process for determining which of the many proposals this year was discussed.

xii. Bob reported that those funded for this round would not be eligible for next year’s distribution.

xiii. The process will be re-evaluated for next year; there was a call for more diverse funding of more counties.

g. Coast exclusion Deputy referral, to make EXCERPT searches more efficient to determine Phytosanitary import requirements.

xiv. MSP to refer to Pest Prevention Committee for the upcoming Interim.

h. Wild Pig depredation was discussed.  This issue has many aspects, including CA Fish and Game priorities.  Legislation to facilitate wild pig control has not been successful in the past and any new initiative would face many of the same challenges.

i. CDFA insect identification lab will be invited to the next San Joaquin Valley meeting to discuss issues of sufficient rating levels and determinations to meet the counties needs.

X. DMS

a. Coast Deputy Sealers:

xv.  Coast Deputies are compiling an Information Report on violations discovered and sharing it within their area group.  SJVACASA will refer this to their deputy group for consideration, but it was generally agreed that statewide information sharing on recent violations discovered would be very useful.
xvi. Needed change to B&P Code, Sec. 12500(e).  Fed-ex is weighing packages at the counter, but their official scale is at the processing center.  Since the weighing in not in the presence of the customer, the Sealer has no jurisdiction (the exemption in 12500 (e)).  When the actual scale used for billing on the basis of weight was tested there were significant overcharges.  Referred to CACASA Laws and Regulations. Committee and if appropriate, will be referred to CACASA Legislative committee.
b. Delinquent Device Registration fees, Bob Rollin canvassed the group for their experience dealing with late device registration.  Various collection methods were discussed with counties assessing up to a 100% penalty after more moderate collection methods were unsuccessful.  District Attorney judgments and liens were the ultimate tool to collect fees due.

c. Bio-Diesel Variance, we discussed the need for the County Sealer to be brought into the process early when someone applies for a Bio-Diesel variance from CDFA.  Various communication lines were discussed.
i. MSP to refer to the Standards and Tolerances CACASA Committee.

XI. Other

a. CASAP Conference, Commissioner and Sealers were encouraged to attend this important conference in January to share their experience with this progressive group.

b. Coast Group committee assignments were discussed.

c. Deputy vacancies in several counties are difficult to fill.  

i. Several aspects of this reality were examined including complexity of the job, insufficient salary, the onerous license exam process and the difficulty moving to a new county. 

ii. It was suggested that a statewide analysis of similar jobs within the counties comparing requirements, salary etc. may be valuable.

d. NBAF, there is a U.C. proposal to bring the National Biological and Agricultural Defense lab to the Livermore area.  An animal research and Bio technology lab is going to be placed somewhere in the U.S. and California agriculture would benefit from having it here.
e. 25 X 25, 

i. There is a steering committee meeting January 16 & 17 in Sacramento to support renewable and sustainable energy use in the U.S.  

ii. The goal is to have 25% of our energy be renewable and sustainable by the year 2025.  There have been resolutions of support from state and federal legislatures.

iii. For more information go to www.25X25,org.  CAC’s are invited to take this issue to their Boards of Supervisors for resolutions of support.
Respectfully submitted by Coast and SJV Secretaries, Stacy Carlsen and David Moore

