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Minutes
July 17-18, 2008
Del Norte County Department of Agriculture

2650 Washington Blvd.
Crescent City, CA 

Members Present:
                                                             Guests Present

Patrick Griffin, Siskiyou
Jim Shattuck, DPR

Ken Smith, Del Norte
Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

Mark Lockhart, Trinity

Joe Moreo, Modoc

Dave Bengston, Mendocino




I. Call to Order 
The Meeting was called to Order at 1:03 pm
II. Approval of the Minutes
III. Treasure/Secretary Report IV. 

    Jim Reported that there was $759.00 in the account
IV. DPR Report – Jim Shattuck
V. 
CDFA Report – Kevin Masuhara
· Pest Exclusion – Citrus Canker, Citrus Greening, Japanese Dodder
· Language Barriers at High Risk Markets

· Discussion on director’s policy of CDFA employees endorsing candidates for positions.

· Commissioner Vacancies and status.

CDFA County/State Liaison Report

July 2008 Area Group Meetings

General

· A.J. Yates has returned as Undersecretary.  He will help out in this role until a replacement for George Gomes is named.
· Mike Jarvis has joined CDFA as Deputy Secretary of Public Affairs.  Mike was formerly with Cal Fire
· Ed Williams has been named Director of the Division of Weights and Measures.

Administrative Services Division
· Kari Morrow has been appointed Assistant Director for Administrative Services.

· County Licensing

· The County Licensing function has moved under the direction of the County Relations Office.  Two staff, Paulette Montez and Joti Vadner has been transferred from HR to the new office.

Animal Health and Food Safety Services

· International Livestock Identification Association’s Annual Meeting

· The Bureau of Livestock Identification (LID) will host the International Livestock Identification Association Annual Meeting from July 14 to July 16 at the Radisson Hotel, Sacramento. A partial list of key note speakers include Bruce Knight, Undersecretary, Marketing & Regulation Programs, USDA; Secretary A.G. Kawamura, CDFA; Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, DVM, MPVM, State Veterinarian, CDFA; and, Dr. Annette Whiteford, DVM, Director - AHFSS, CDFA. 

· Bovine Tuberculosis

· The original herd declared infected last winter is now being depopulated.  This will take approximately four weeks.

Division of Weights and Measures

· Use attached DMS Report for July.
Inspection Services Division

· Staffing Update

· Melisa Eidson has been appointed Assistant Director for Inspection Services.

· Organic Program Updates

· There are approximately 200 operations throughout the state that will be inspected by the end of September.

· These results will be summarized for the development of educational sessions.

· The program has served as lead in several inspections with the counties and anticipates serving as lead auditor at least once for all other counties so they will be prepared to conduct inspections.

· Organic Cosmetics and Personal Care Products

· NSF International released a draft standard for organic cosmetic and personal care products.

· It is anticipated this will be finalized this year, so expect to see products on stores shelves claiming certification to the ANSI standard. 

· Citrus Assessment Levels

· The California Citrus Advisory Committee approved the department propose regulations to increase assessment levels.  This is necessary due to the near exhaustion of the reserve fund for freeze damage inspections during the 2007 freeze.

· New Lettuce Regulations

· Effective June 22, 2008, heads of lettuce measuring less than 14 inches in circumference are exempt from pack requirements.

· CFM Enforcement Activities

· During July, 20 markets will be inspected to allow CDFA to better correlate inspection resources with violations.

Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division

· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)

· The statewide survey and delimitation trapping continues.

· Gypsy Moth

· In 2008, four GM have been detected within a two square mile area in Ojai.  Trapping will continue through the summer followed by an egg mass survey in the fall.

· Medfly

· Sterile releases will conclude by the middle of July.  Eradication is expected to be declared by mid-August.

· Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl Virus

· Two commercial tomato fields in Imperial County have been confirmed positive for TYLCV.  The plants in one field have been disked and disposition of the second field is under discussion with the CAC.  County inspectors are continuing survey and surveillance for the disease throughout the county.

· Date Palm Wilt

· Canary Island date palm wilt has been detected in a nursery in Ventura county.  Several potted palms tested positive and will be destroyed.

· Asian Citrus Psyllid

· In response to the detections of ACP in Tijuana, survey work is being conducted throughout San Diego county.  So far, nothing has been detected on this side of the border.

· Mexican Fruit Fly

· Eradication is expected to be declared July 15th.

· Weed Management Areas

· Supplemental funding proposals are due to IPC by July 15th.  Staff review will begin immediately after that and the oversight subcommittee will meet on August 31 to recommend successful proposals.

· Japanese Dodder

· There are 217 infested sites.  The last detection was recorded on June 1st in Alameda County.  Education and outreach continue
DMS Report 
· ASTM Committee on Biodiesel Standards

· FTC Biomass diesel

· NIST Hydrogen web page

· CDMS represented on committee form hydrogen fuel standards

· Hydrogen fueling station in Los Angeles

· Settlements - Safeway 2.8 million: Environmental Health and weighing

                       - Royal Purple settlement $106,000 ASTM gear oil

· AB 1907 point of sale criteria and methodology extends to Jan 1, 2014  location: Senate appropriation Committee
· SB 623 adequate notification to customer for payment method. ASM Appropriation committee.

           VI.      New Business
a. Hardy water lily. – Griffin
   Power point presentation by Pat Griffin regarding spread of Hardy water lily

· Nympheae hardy water primrose hybrid of Nymphaea oderata and Nymphaea

                                 Mexicana. 

· Parent plant with B rating

· Plant a water pest in other states

· Blocks navigation and water flow

· Rhizomes grow 15 feet per year

· Control with Glyphosate

· Present to Pest Prevention Committee at summer interim

· Pat out lined procedures to pest designations

b. PCIT program – Smith
· General discussion pros, cons, requirements and procedures.
c. Discussion of presidents meeting July 9-10 written report. – executive session
d. The DPR supervision of  data entry for RMMS and Ag GIS – Donnelly
Support for continued assistance by DPR on computer entry of pesticide data.
e. Attendance at the August interim – all

Discussion of committees for temporary assignments
VI. Additional Agenda Items

a. Executive Session 
b. Licensing exam degree requirement

          Discussion of the requirements for biologist positions includes degree requirements, appropriate units, experience and the examination process. There was a discussion of the required degrees and making licenses specific to requirements. Restructuring the process to retain credibility and to get the most out of it to offering exams to more candidates was discussed.  We can look at other agencies and compare requirements and examinations. The exams are now housed under the liaisons office assisted by Human Resources personnel. Possibilities for the future include opportunity to take all exams in one day and an improved web site to offer payment with credit card, electronic submittal of applications, clearer explanation of process, fees and requirements on the web. 
          Looking for help with the examination process was discussed i.e. Bring back retired personnel for projects, utilize commissioners for essay review. 

c. Weed ordinance

There was a discussion on the need for weed ordinances and counties that may have them to use as a template for counties to establish weed ordinances. Comparative issues were presented regarding numerous abatement projects and the authority of the commissioners to enforce them and collect fees.

d. Certify weed free rock and gravel quarries.

There was a discussion of the possibilities of quarries spreading weeds by transporting materials for roads and construction.    

   Friday call to order 8:04  am

Meeting Adjourned  9:48 am
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