
[image: image1.png]chional Association of Northern Counties
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers

Del Norte « Humboldt « Lake » Lassen « Mendocino « Modoc
Plumas/Sierra « Shasta Sisldgou e Tehama o Trinitg





Minutes
 September 17th, 2008
Plumas County Department of Agriculture

208 Fairgrounds Road

Quincy, California 95971

 Members Present





Guests Present

Steve Hajik, Chair





Jim Shattuck, DPR

Jim Donnelly, Lassen, Secretary 



Rick Strider, DPR
Patrick Griffin, Siskiyou




Kevin Masuhara, CDFA





Mark Lockhart, Trinity







Mary Pfeiffer, Shasta

Ken Smith, Del Norte

.
Call to Order


  The meeting was called to order at 9:07 am

Approval of the Minutes

   The minutes from the July meeting were not approved.  

Treasurer/Secretary Report - Approval of report was tabled until next meeting with Jim.

DPR Report – Jim Shattuck

              DPR Liaison September 2008 Monthly Report
· DPR is in the process of suggesting amendments to the Parameters and Guidelines for Pesticide Use Reports related to State Mandate Claims. Jim Shattuck sent out an email earlier in the month to see if counties are interested in being notified of the pre-hearing set for late September. 
-
Glenn Brank retired on September 17, and Chris Reardon announced that Lea Brooks is replacing                Glenn once a budget is signed. Lea is currently the PIO of the California Dept. of Public Health. She has worked with DPR on several projects. Director Warmerdam will send out an official announcement.

· DPR will hold a VOC Emissions Inventory Workshop on Oct. 24. Please see DPR Website for more information. DPR will update its VOC Fact Sheets. 

· Shattuck and Masuhara are working with President Boitano to confirm dates for New CAC Orientation. Shattuck will send out a notice to all CACs. It appears that the orientation will be scheduled for early November.

· CACASA Board of Directors Assignment- CAC Records Retention. Shattuck has not received all record retention schedules from CACs. He will distribute a list at the conclusion of his report to those counties who have not sent them in. 

· Spray Safe Contract/Award monies has been approved by Director Warmerdam and Scott Hudson will handle the funds. Eric Lauritzen asked for contact information. Ken Melban, Alliance for Food and Farming, (559-859-6811) is the Spray Safe Contact. 

· There was a discussion concerning VOCs and current lawsuits.  DPR is still working on a process with regard to implementation. Courts tossed out two lawsuits, Ventura County Ag Assoc and Judge Carlton’s court order. Appendix H was approved by ARB and OAL.  Shattuck passed out a DPR VOC (2 page) handout entitled, “About the Pesticide VOC Emission Inventory.”  If you need further information, visit DPR’s website. 

· DPR established a Statewide Pesticide Deputy Group so these staff members will be receiving CAC letters issued by the Department. If you wish to add more names, please email Jim with the name and address. Thanks to Ada Ann Scott for establishing this list. 

· Pesticide Watch is raising some issues with Vector Control Districts regarding aerial applications for West Nile Virus. 

· Ada Ann Scott will be working with Jim Walsh from the Central Regional Office for six months in a “Shouldering Project”.  The purpose of this project is to have Jim learn supervisory skills and to assist Ada Ann.
· Effective Aug. 4, DPR granted two research authorizations to Arysta Life Science for Midas fumigant products containing the active ingredients iodomethane and chloropicrin.  Santa Cruz and Monterey counties have been selected for the trials. 

· DPR Summary of 2007 Residue Monitoring Report was posted on DPR’s Website. 

· SLO CAC fined US Agriseeds $9K for 27 violations stemming from a fumigant inspection. 

· Director Warmerdam and Chief Deputy Reardon have recently met individually with all new CACs (9 total).  

· SLO is working on a Public Service Announcement for Maintenance Gardeners as part of a residual mill project. 

· Tentative dates for DPR Inspection Procedures Training: Alameda- Oct. 29, Modesto- Nov. 12, Salinas Dec.18, Tulare- Nov. 13, Redding- Oct. 22, Sacramento- Oct. 23, LA- Nov. 19, Indio- Nov. 6 and San Diego on Nov. 5.  NOTE: Please see Enforcement Letter 08-27 for the confirmed dates due out soon. 

· SB 1723- Maldonado Bill. Agriculture: pesticide recycling program and certification. This bill is on the Governor’s desk for consideration to sign.

· AB 2223- Horton Bill. Structural Fumigation Enforcement Program ($5 fee) is on the Governor’s desk for consideration to sign. 

· Commissioner Gardner is moving forward with the development of  School Protection Zone Regulations and ultimately a county ordinance. The public hearing comment period is over. 

· PML Branch at DPR issued new license numbers; please see PML Letter 08-03.

· DPR’s 2007 California Pesticide Use Annual Report due out by October 2008. The report will present pesticide use data for 13 crops and a number of active ingredients. 

· Please see WHS Letter to CACs, numbered 08-03 (Assignment of Case Numbers to Poison Control Reports). 

· DPR Enforcement Branch will issue a letter explaining SB 1206 (Calderon) Advertising Fumigation Work. This Bill goes into effect, January 1, 2009.

· MITC Mitigation- DPR’s WHS Branch is currently revising the MITC Mitigation Document to reflect the requirements of the VOC regulations. DPR hopes to have the revisions complete by mid-October and have the suggested permit conditions ready in November 2008 for CAC review. Sue Edmiston will be requesting an expedited review by CACs when the draft document is released. 

· Shattuck, Rentz, Lee, and Sanders recently met with Solano, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Butte, Glenn, Yolo and Contra Costa CACs recently to discuss the State Water Board’s Delta Strategic Plan. The next meeting will be held with the five Delta Counties, DPR and the Exec. Officers of the State Water Board to further discuss what the role of the CAC will be in this area. 

· Preparing for Your Administrative Penalty Hearing (Brochure). DPR is finalizing this brochure that should be sent to all ACP Respondents in advance of the hearing. Check with your EBL for a copy. 

· CAC PUE Work Plans for 07/08 will be posted on the External DPR Website in October. 

· Notification and Application-Specific Information DPR Proposed Regs, comment period extended to 10-10-08.  Once a state budget is approved, a public hearing will be held in Santa Barbara County. 

· Public comment period closes 9-15-08 for DPR to designate Phosphine Gas and Magnesium Phosphide as a California Restricted Material.  

CDFA Report – Kevin Masuhara
CDFA County/State Liaison Report

General

· A.J. Yates returned briefly as Undersecretary but could not work past August 1 because of language in the Executive Order.  

· County Licensing and Exams
· The August administration is complete.  Results are anticipated to be sent out by the middle of September.

· Brochures are available for the California Rural Crime Prevention Task Force.  Scarlett Treviso is the current President and is willing to present information at the Winter Conference.
Administrative Services Division

· Human Resources are working with the County Licensing Office and IT staff to finalize applications and time and date cards for eventual posting to the CDFA website.

· The Annual Financial Statement form has been revised to facilitate the reporting requirements of AB 1713.  The revised AFS form was issued September 5th via email.

Animal Health and Food Safety Services

· Bovine Tuberculosis

· A joint USDA/CDFA Incident Command Post has been established in Fresno to test over 200,000 cattle for bovine TB.

Inspection Services Division
· Due to lack of regulations, organic spot inspections are suspended until further notice.  Organic Program staff will contact counties with more information on amending the scope of work in the FY 2008-09 contracts.
Marketing

· Initial discussions were held between the Marketing Enforcement branch and the County Liaison on the possibility of CACs obtaining authority to enforce Produce Dealers licensing laws.  This originated from discussions on the effort to change FAC 861 to help deal with street peddlers.

Pierce’s Disease/Glassy Winged Sharpshooter

· 2008 Pierce’s Disease Research Symposium will be held December 15-18 at the Westin Gas Lamp Quarter Hotel in San Diego.
· Fresno and Santa Clara had 12 trap finds outside of their infested area.
· There were 45,000 shipments last year to July 31, 08 with 98.3% compliance.

Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division

· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)

· The statewide survey and delimitation trapping continues.
· Three moths were trapped in the American Canyon area of Napa County.  This will trigger a federal quarantine.
· Gypsy Moth

· In 2008, seven GM have been detected within a two square mile area in Ojai.  Trapping will continue through the summer followed by an egg mass survey in the fall.
· A GM was trapped in Oakland.  The specimen was determined to be of the European strain.

· In Pixley: Med Fly
· Delimitation trapping was discontinued in late August due to no further flies trapped for three life cycles.
· Oriental Fruit Fly- 2008 Summary to Date
· 15 in Los Angeles County.

· 6 in Santa Clara County.

· 4 in San Bernardino County.

· 3 in San Diego County.

· 1 in Alameda County.

· Asian Citrus Psyllid

· Numerous ACPs have been trapped in San Diego County.

· Two separate sites are involved, South Bay Terrace and Dulzura.

· Delimitation is currently being carried out at the sites.

· 12 properties, 10 in South Bay Terrace and 2 in Dulzura, will be treated on September 17th.

Old Business

Direction and focus for the Long Range Planning Committee (interim referral) –Pfeiffer (for Gurrola)
Ken Smith was again appointed to represent the north on the LRPC.  Suggestions included
licensing issues, work to preserve the agricultural commissioners system, gas tax funding concepts, who do we want to advise us for unclaimed gas tax, funding sources for the next 20 years, suburbanization and pest eradication activity. This list will be forwarded to the LRPC. The LRPC could develop a description explaining what the agricultural commissioner association does for its stakeholder base. They should look at what we do, what we could do, and what tools we need to get there.
Proposed BOS/CAO draft letter (Interim referral). – Pfeiffer (for Gurrola)
      The draft letter was reviewed and further work is needed.

WMA Minimum Standards – Griffin

Patrick Griffin submitted a hand out “WMA Minimum Requirements”.  We discussed how WMA funding is at risk from applicants that were not associated with an official WMA.  It may take legislative action and a clear definition of WMAs as well as minimum requirements stating who is eligible for funding to insure proper dispersal of funds.  It was suggested as another option, that when CDFA sends request for proposals for the supplemental project grants, that they list the proposed WMA minimum requirements as criteria for eligibility.  This may not be as effective or binding as legislative action but it is a quicker resolution to the issue.  

The WMA minimum requirement concept started nearly two years ago.  Recently, requests to review the Northern Groups suggestions were sent out to other Area Groups.  Suggestions will be considered at the Winter Conference.    

Pest Rating System Committee Report – Pfeiffer


Mary reported that the Pest Rating System Committee has been meeting and is in the process of a thorough review and probable restructuring of the entire system.  CDFA counsel and PHPP staff are concerned about the status of this system and believe it must be put into regulation soon.  

The recent adoption of CCR 3060.2 was discussed.
         New Business

Award Presentation to Karl Bishop at Lunch – Hajik
Intrastate quarantines for A rated weeds – Pfeiffer (for Gurrola) 

There was a discussion regarding individual counties handling of noxious weeds particularly Skeleton Weed. Counties identified some of their efforts to control the pest and the difficulty of controlling the weed from year to year.
Possible New Licensing Methods (interim referral) – Pfeiffer (for Gurrola)

CASASA has discussed this at great length in recent years.  We are looking at new licensing concepts and alternative licensing pathways.  People with excellent qualifications apply, or are interested in applying, but are not qualified to take our license examinations.  Other organizations already have licensing criteria, such as Registered Environmental Health Specialists, which could serve as a model.  The merits of having a comprehensive technical exam(s) available and keeping the commissioner and deputies exams was discussed.  This could help assure that we have technical competency.  Administrative skills are still important.  The state civil service board, CDFA and CACASA are all have a role in the testing competency process.
Minimum Standards for approved college majors – Pfeiffer

The current process  for approval of college majors was reviewed.  While the Secretary has the ability to designate which majors are acceptable, there are no written standards upon which these decisions are made.  It was agreed that a 4-year degree is required.  More majors need to be acceptable in order to provide a larger pool from which to hire our staff, provided specific core course requirements are met.  This is the process that Environmental Health follows when qualifying staff for their inspector licenses. 
A motion was made to have the Regional Association of Northern Counties Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers recommend to the CDFA that Kevin Masuhara put together a proposal for changing the licensing requirements based on discussions from regional groups. This requirement would keep the degree requirements, as well as testing, and meet both the political and technical components.  The motion was tabled. 
Liaison & County Licensing Consolidation – Pfeiffer

The recent consolidation of the licensing program with the liaisons office was discussed, as well as the budget for this office. The plans for the anticipated budget increase, due to the passage of AB 1713, was also discussed.  Kevin wants to make the licensing function self-sufficient by increasing license fees.  While our licensing system is unique, the commissioners were concerned about the potential examination fees and some feel that CDFA needs to support this function as well.  We are also concerned about maintaining appropriate support for the liaisons office but need additional clarity on what that may entail.

Noxious weeds prohibited in nurseries and CDFA Weed Policy. –   Gibson

CCR Section 4500 lists plants that are regulated as noxious weeds and the CDFA Plant Quarantine Manual list establishes pest ratings for pest plants.   CCR 3060.2 was recently adopted regulation and it effectively prohibits the sale of plants listed in CCR 4500 because they will not meet the standard of plant cleanliness.

Inspectors in Northern Counties have found nurseries selling some rated noxious weeds such as water hyacinth and water lily found in the Plant Quarantine Manual, but not found in CCR 4500.  CDFA has been asked to clarify whether these plants can be sold in California’s nurseries.  Mary indicated that the Pest Rating Committee was grappling with the entire pest rating system.

Licensing exam schedule and filing criteria – Hajik

The time between the two most recent sets of inspector/biologist exams was extremely compressed and caused problems for some of our staff members taking the exams.  There was a request to have exam results returned with greater speed to the license taker and to evenly stagger the exams throughout the year.
Kevin explained that CDFA contracts with STB for exam grading and the estimated turn around time for biologist/weights & measures exams is three weeks.   He explained that this year’s exam schedule was unique because of the addition of one more exam and that his staff was working to evenly space out the tests throughout the year.  More volunteers are needed for essay review for deputy exams.

Packers and Stockyard Act scale inspection frequency requirements – Gibson

A number of video auction sales are taking place at individual ranches (versus commercial stockyards) and the federal law requires these scales to be inspected twice a year. These ranch sales  often take place only once a year.  There was a discussion regarding who could test the scale – a county sealer or a service agent.  There was also discussion regarding charges for inspection if it is determined that two inspections per year are needed for scales used for one video sale per year.  
Inspection charges were also discussed.  Most counties are performing one “regular” stockyard scale inspection each year and then charging, per their fee schedule, for the second inspection.  There was some discussion that if the county performs two inspections the scale owner should be charged fees twice.  Tim has been trying to contact USDA to determine if there are alternatives to the twice a year inspection requirement but has been unsuccessful so far.  DMS will be contacted regarding this issue and it may be an item for the Winter Conference.
IT consultant on-site interviews – Hajik

Shasta County volunteered for the RMMS on-site interview.

Mendocino County (Ukiah) was selected for the AgGIS on-site interview.

Use reporting P & G’s – Hajik

Parameters and Guidelines: DPR will have a hearing in late September to discuss the Parameters and Guidelines for county state mandated sub-claims under SB90. State mandated claims, once paid by the state general fund, are now paid by DPR mill funds through the State Claims Office. There will be a proposed amendment to the P and Gs.  An offset revenues worksheet will be produced to assist counties in identifying all offsetting costs for cost mandated activities. For the time being, contact DPR for information regarding offsetting revenue to assist in budget planning. Currently, the counties don’t know what they will get for mill tax. Some counties have expressed concerns about this approach in regards to its possible affect on the mill fee they receive.
Federal Funding of state programs for county auditor reports listing of contracts. 
CDFA has not given a breakdown of their funding sources to the counties. It was suggested to have your auditor put the request in writing. Kevin indicated that Shasta has been moved up with regard to their request. 

2009 Meeting Schedule

· 2009 meeting schedule was discussed and is as follows:

January 21, 2009 – Redding

March 18, 2009 – Lakeport

April 15, 2009 – Weaverville,Trinity
June 11-12, 2009 – Lassen County (camping)

July 16 & 17, 2009 – Crescent City (2 day)

September 16, 2009 – Yreka

November 18, 2009 – Red Bluff

VIII. 
Additional Agenda Items

IX.  
Executive Session


Canceled 

V.
Adjournment
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