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Minutes
Regional Association of Northern Counties

October 15, 2008
Tehama County Administration Building
Red Bluff, California

Members Present: Ken Smith, Del Norte                      Steve Hajik, Lake

                              Dave Bengston, Mendocino            Mary Pfeiffer, Shasta                                               
                              Rick Gurrola, Tehama                     Mark Lockhart, Trinity 

Others Present:      Doug Compton, Tehama
                              Jim Shattuck, DPR                          Kevin Masuhara, CDFA
I. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hajik at 9:10 a.m.

II. The approvals of the minutes of the meetings of July and September were tabled until we have more members of the group present.  A meeting at 11 a.m. Monday, December 8th at the winter conference was proposed to approve the minutes and to assure complete northern representation at committee meetings.  Steve will survey the membership for conference attendance and a convenient place to meet.  In the meantime, please review the minutes for the meetings of July and September and be prepared to act at that meeting. 
III. Mark Lockhart, acting secretary/treasurer, reported a fund balance of $759.00.
· Dave Bengston reported his retirement as of January 16, 2009.

IV. Doug Compton, Tehama County deputy ag commissioner reported that the assistants’ conference held last week was a success with 31 counties represented.  The list of ag and sealer deputies which has been distributed still has some glitches.  
V. DPR Report:     Jim Shattuck

· There will be inspection procedures training in Redding October 22, 2008 at the EMS facility and on October 28 in Santa Rosa at the Sonoma Ag Commissioner’s office.  See ENF 08-27 for more detail.

· New commissioner orientation will be held November 5, 6, 7, 2008 in Sacramento.  Contact Kevin or Jim for more details and to make arrangements. 

· Lea Brooks has replaced Glenn Brank as the department public information officer.

· Tom Babb is the new northern regional enforcement supervisor replacing Ralph Shields.

· Western Farm Service was fined in the Jacobs Farm off-site movement case.
· The department will be issuing a policy statement concerning the pesticide uses and non-pesticide uses of sulfur dioxide in wineries which has been a recent topic of interest.

· The California offices of Emergency Services and Homeland Security have been merged into the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal-EMA).
· Since DPR is not in the state general fund they are not affected as much by the state’s budget woes.  County contracts are being processed.

· Commissioners are reminded to include the trifold brochure on due process rights in their NOPA mailings to respondents.  The brochures should be available in November.
· San Luis Obispo CAC has developed a public service announcement to survey licensed maintenance gardeners in their county.  Contact Bob Lilley for more info. Only 1,100 maintenance gardeners are licensed statewide.

· In the continuing drama, D.A. Dialogues, the northern membership present were surveyed regarding recent consultations with their respective attorneys’ districts.

· The records retention survey is still active.  Please respond if you haven’t already done so.

VI. CDFA Report:  Kevin Masuhara
· The third iteration of Ag Bio/ Inspector exams will be administered the week of October 20.  A more evenly spaced schedule of tests will be in play in 2009.
· Budgets: all state general fund departments and some specially funded ones as well were requested by the department of finance to review their budgets in anticipation of an austere fiscal future.

· Annual Financial Reports are still due October 31, 2008.

· Avian influenza was detected in a Stanislaus County turkey flock, but it was not the high path strain.

· Southern California alternative fuels distributors have experienced problems with their retail meters, such as improper measurement, use of non-type approved meters, fuels viscosity, etc.  There is a hand-out available from DMS.
· Temperature compensation is still a topic for the fuel industry.

· LBAM update: twist ties were pulled in San Rafael.

· Gypsy Moth update: live egg masses have been found in Ojai.  The center of the infestation seems to be a RV that moves between California and a state back east.
· ACP update: Unlike our common acronymic usage, ACP in this case means Asian citrus psyllid. Four sites have been treated in San Diego and an unspecified number in Mexico with soil drenches and/or foliar sprays. Surveys are being done with D-vacs.

VII. Old Business:

· Packer and Stockyard scale inspections – Rick Gurrola distributed letters from USDA and DMS regarding their policies on video inspections and sales of livestock by stockyards.  The upshot is that when a rancher is weighing his own stock on his own scale then he or she does not have to be a weighmaster.  However, the scale still needs to be sealed.
VIII. New Business:

· A. DMS policy letters: can old policy letters be digitized and placed on the DMS website?  Jim said that many policy letters are already on the website and DMS is looking into scanning old letters and posting them.
· B. Apiary Board Report: the state apiary board has been re-activated.  Fees are being considered to fund research.  The first meeting was in Davis on October 3, 2008.  About 50 industry members from throughout the state were present.  Mary Pfeiffer and Gary Caseri attended as CACASA’s representatives.  Gary Leslie and John Connell from CDFA were also present.  Five members were selected to represent the industry on the reconstituted board.  The state beekeepers’ association will meet on November 5, 2008.

· C. Wet Tare/Dry Tare controversy: Concerns were expressed that the USDA’s Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) may have violated Federal rulemaking procedures by ruling that the changes to the policy were non-substantive and notice of the change was limited.  Members present were unclear about the appropriate Federal rulemaking protocols.
IX. Executive Session – an executive session was held.

X. Adjournment - Chairman Hajik adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark T. Lockhart, acting secretary 
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