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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


April 30, 2008 10:00a.m.

Madera County Agricultural Commissioners Office

332 Madera Avenue, Madera, California 93637

MINUTES

	Present
	Guests

	Cathi Boze
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Gary Caseri

Scott Hudson
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR



	Gary Kunkel
	Ada Scott, CDPR



	Ruben Arroyo
	Gerry Miller, CDFA

	Tim Niswander
	Jay Seslowe, Madera Co.

	Jerry Prieto

Dave Robinson
	

	Bob Rolan


	


I. Executive Session – called to order at 10:04 am by Dave Robinson. Topics discussed included: CACASA Officer Nominations; Nursery Committee – Nematode Study sub-committee representative for the San Joaquin Valley area group; CACASA Executive Director; Washington DC "presence"; Mill Distribution; High risk pest exclusion; Licensing/Deputy Orals; Program funding; CACASA funding; Succession planning; Organic Training Feedback; Personnel Standards Agenda Items; Activists' discussions (scheduled for May 30, 2008, in Tulare); Discussion of co-existence working group activities.; Bee complaints/enforcement (input from Gerry Miller – CDFA on bee issues and program); Rangeland Drought Disaster Declaration; Hearing request discussion.

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office at the Stockton Airport will be held on July 31, 2008.

II. Call to Order - Regular Session meeting was called to order at 2:10 pm.

III.  No additional items were added to the agenda.

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ the minutes from the March 6-7, 2008, meeting in Bakersfield were approved. 

V. Correspondence – Thank you card to SJVACASA was received from David Moore, retired Kern County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer

VI. Treasurers Report – Checking account - $568.22; Savings account - $483.43

VII. Reports:

a.  DPR ~ Shattuck
· Legislation to watch: AB 1723 (Maldonado) – Pesticide Container Recycling –          

                                     point-of-sale must establish some type of recycling program

                                         AB 2223 – Fume fee ($5 fee/fume)

· Mike Boitano as President Elect has been meeting with Mary Ann Warmerdam and Chris Reardon

· Chuck Andrews, acting Assistant Director, is the point of contact for Pesticide Programs Division

· CalEPA will have 6 hour inspector training on line modules

· Structural Regulatory Training Dates – 5/12 – 14 – Dublin

                                                                      6/02 – 4 – San Diego

· Stella (Borucki) McMillin, Department of Fish & Game Pesticide Investigations Unit, has a new e-mail: smcmillin@ospr.dfg.ca.gov
· Ethylene oxide risk – use as a sterilizing agent; beekeepers use to sterilize hives

                DPR ~ Ada Scott
· Discussion of changes to DPR County evaluation dates from current 6/30 to 10/1

      and County Work Plan due dates from current 7/1 to 1/15 (change to more of a    

      calendar year schedule)

· Are we reporting numbers on Report 5 in the same manner? Topic addressed by DPR/CAC data working group

· Two additional night time applications for metam sodium were approved by Mary Ann

· Current recruitment for Supervisor, DPR Central Regional Office - Fresno

b. CDFA ~  Masuhara
· New commissioners on board: Lassen – Jim Donnelly; Kern – Ruben Arroyo; Contra Costa – Vince Guise; Solano – Jim Allan; Stanislaus – Gary Caseri; Tuolumne – Vicki Helmar

Openings: Plumas/Sierra (salary has been increased); Humboldt (Pat Griffin in Siskiyou is providing CAC oversight in the interim); San Francisco; Fresno; Ventura; Sonoma

· State Food and Agriculture Board  is working on a strategic plan/visioning process; SHARE (Sustainability, Health, Adaptability, Resources, Education); what agriculture should look like in the future; will have listening sessions

· Salary subvention checks were sent out in mid-April

· Proposed changes for Weights & Measures licensees discussion; FAC section 2106: other disciplines approved by the Secretary; policy that can be changed administratively; minimum qualification guidelines needed for Human Resources to aid in evaluating applications: 4 year degree and licensed as a County Weights & Measures inspector would make them eligible for the Ag Biologist exams. Kevin will put this in writing and this will be an action item for the Personnel Standards Committee at the Spring Conference.

VIII. CACASA Spring Conference Preparation:

Group reviewed Spring Conference meeting agendas. Ruben will be the SJV representative on the Standardization Advisory Committee.

IX. CDFA:

Quarantine Deputy Group Proposal: CDFA assign a full-time Senior Agricultural Biologist to the SJV counties to assist with phytosanitary questions, export programs, and day-day quarantine and exclusion issues.

Since Sean Hardy has replaced Abel Valenzuela in the Exclusion program, many times he is not available due to work on LBAM eradication project for extended periods of time for exclusion and phytosanitary program (particularly the Mexico Stone Fruit Export work plan) needs. Proposal was discussed and MSC (8 for/1 against) to send a letter to John Connell (cc: Bob Wynn) supporting this proposal.

X. VOC meeting with Manuel Cunha of the Nisei Farmers League is scheduled for May 29,  

            2008, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Fresno County Farm Bureau office.

XI.     The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm. The next SJVACASA area group meeting is scheduled 

           for June 26, 2008, in Modesto.

         Submitted by Cathi Boze, Secretary

REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


