[image: image1.jpg]




                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


REGULAR SESSION MINUTES
October 28, 2009

San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
Cathi Boze, Mariposa County

Gary Caseri, Stanislaus County

Gary Kunkel, Tulare County 

Scott Hudson, San Joaquin County 
Tim Niswander, Kings County

	Jim Shattuck, CDPR
Kristin Macey, CDFA

Tim Cansler, CACASA Executive Director

Nan Gorder, CDPR

Tom Babb, CDPR

Karen Francone, CDPR

Stephen Mauch,  Cooperative Ag Support Services
Jay Seslowe, Madera County

Tye Hafner, Fresno County

MaryLou Polek, CRB


Executive Session ~ 
Topics discussed included: CACASA president update and CACASA Executive Director update. 
I. Call to Order ~ Regular Session 
    Regular Session meeting was called to order at 10:12 am by Ruben Arroyo, San Joaquin Valley Area   

    Group Chairman.

II. Additional Agenda Items ~ group

    Several items were added to the agenda

III. Approval of Minutes ~ group
     M/S/C to approve the minutes of. September 23, 2009
IV. Correspondence

     None

IV. Treasurer’s Report ~ Robinson

     No report was given.

V. Old Business

     a. USDA Administration (PCIT) Fee ~ Kunkel
         Group discussion. Collection of the PCIT fees is going OK.
VI. DPR 
Nan Gorder introduced Karen Francone as the new DPR Central Regional Office Environmental Program Regulations Manager. Karen came to DPR from Fresno CAC as the Chief Deputy to Commissioner Hafner and assumed her role on October 19. 

a. Liaison Report ~ Shattuck
· Mitch Gorsen has been appointed Deputy Director for Legislation and Policy for DPR, effective November 2, and will be at the CACASA Winter Conference.

· Structural Pest Control Board Transition to DPR: SPCB transferred to DPR from Department of Consumer Affairs effective October 23.  
· Endangered Species Federal/State Update: Dave Duncan of PML sent an e-mail to all SF Bay Area CACs (October 15, 2009) regarding the Endangered Species Bay Area Injunction (11 species). This injunction applies only to the Eight Bay Area Counties. Case: Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. EPA. CACs are not responsible for enforcement of this court injunction. 

With regard to U.S. EPA’s response to the biological opinion on salmon (Washington Toxics Lawsuit) it appears that U.S. EPA is moving forward with requiring registrants to modify pesticide labels. The opinion applies to Diazinon, Malathion, and Chlorpyrifos. EPA may utilize their Bulletin Live Website to disseminate information on labeling. We will keep CACs informed of the status of EPA’s decisions as needed. 

· Amended Parameters and Guidelines.  On October 5, 2009, the State Controller’s Office issued revised claim instructions based on the Amended Parameters and Guidelines for the Pesticide Use Reports state mandate program 121. Anise Severns staff will send to CACs the revised guidelines. 

· Reminder Inspection Forms:  This is a reminder to place commissioner orders for the new revised inspection forms by the end of October 2009 for use January 1, 2010. Please see Enforcement Letter 09-19.

· Methyl Bromide Alternatives Conference.  Randy Segawa will attend and present at this conference in San Diego on November 10-13.  Randy will be speaking on fumigant regulatory issues. 

· Mendota Air Monitoring Project. On November 18, Environmental Monitoring Staff will be giving a presentation at a public meeting in Mendota. EM staff is conducting this project in conjunction with U.C Davis. U.C. Davis holds public meetings to discuss various aspects of their larger project and health issues. 

· Maintenance Gardner Training Workshop: On November 7, Adolfo Gallo and Ann Hanger of DPR’s PML Branch will assist with the first Maintenance Gardner Training Workshop and Exam to be held in San Luis Obispo, in cooperation with the SLO County Agricultural Commissioner Project. This project is part of the 2009/2010 U.S.EPA Cooperative Agreement Discretionary Fund Project. 

b. DPR Pesticide Exposure Cards ~ Rolan
DPR has developed wallet-sized cards for agricultural fieldworkers with information on who to contact if they become ill or injured from exposure to pesticides. The card, available in English and Spanish, includes a reminder to call 911 for emergency help and toll-free numbers for the California Poison Control System for medical advice, a toll-free number to reach the appropriate county agricultural commissioner to report the illness or injury, and a toll-free number for California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA). There has been some objection to the phrasing on these cards and they will be re-issued.
c. DPR/CAC Draft Complaint Response Protocol Overview ~ Group
    Group discussion of the draft DPR/CAC Complaint Response Protocol.  Basically the document puts 

    what we do now on paper and provides a complaint/incident reporting mechanism.
d. Telone fumigations ~ Caseri
    Group discussion. Problem centers around “who” seals the soil fumigation – this is 

    considered part of the application -- grower or neighbors or neighbors’ employees? Permittee 

    is responsible for safety equipment, etc. and the NOV would go to the permittee for any   

    violations. 

e. Maintenance Gardeners ~ Caseri
Stanislaus County held a training workshop for unlicensed Maintenance Gardeners and 40 showed up. There was lots of interest and the attendees wanted training and testing. No testing can be done at this time because San Luis Obispo County is the pilot county for this program.
VII. CDFA /DMS

a. Liaison Report ~ Macey
· CDFA Annual Financial Statements are due 30 November 2009. DMS County Annual Financial Reports are due 1 November 2009.
· 2009-10 and 2010-11 Unclaimed Gas Tax.  The calculation of the 2009-10 and 2010-11 unclaimed gas tax for the department has been submitted to the Department of Transportation.

· The calculation information will be included in the biennial report to the Legislature.  The calculation included an update to the horticulture figure using California Air Resources Board (CARB) figures.  The national statistics that had formerly been used were no longer available.  The CARB figures were used in the calculation based upon a study performed by Tad Bell.

· The update of the horticulture figure, if accepted by the Department of Transportation, would provide in increase to the overall amount of gas tax for distribution to the Ag. Commissioners by approximately $6 million to $30 million.
· Staffing Changes.
· Deputy Secretary.  Deputy Secretary George Deese retires November 1, 2009.  Nate Dechoretz, director of Inspection Services Division, is assisting until the position is officially filled.

· Division Director.  Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division director John Connell retires December 2, 2009.  No announcement has been made yet regarding an interim replacement. 

· County/State Liaison.  Kristin Macey has replaced Kevin Masuhara as the new CDFA County/State liaison.  Kevin assumed the Marketing Services director position in May 2009.  Kristin was Assistant Director of the Division of Measurement Standards.

· State/County Relations Meeting will be held on October 30, 2009. Personnel matters as well as possible legislation will be on the agenda. 
· 2009 CACASA Winter Conference.  The 2009 CACASA Winter Conference will be held at the downtown Sacramento Holiday Inn December 7 – 10.  Agenda items are currently under development.  The annual event is coordinated by the Secretary of Food and Agriculture, the Director of Pesticide Regulation and CACASA.

· Legislation and Regulations:  

         The following enacted CACASA Winter Conference bills will have an effective date of January 1,           

         2010,

· AB 905 (Chapter 487):  Relates to a requirement that sellers of lots of any fruits, nuts, or vegetables that are the food product of any tree, vine, or plant, including lots of walnut burl wood, shall provide the buyer or transporter with a record of proof of ownership for each lot. Provides the poundage minimum would continue to apply. Provides an exception. Provides that a specified minimum for these lots to be subject to the above requirements concerning proof of ownership. Specifies proof of ownership record requirements.
· AB 1255 (Chapter 281):  Relates to the State Seed Law which provides that the Secretary of Food and Agriculture may pay moneys as an annual subvention to counties for costs incurred in the enforcement of the law and provides county agricultural commissioners shall maintain a statewide compliance level on all seed within the county. Extends the operation of these provisions.
· SB 260 (Chapter 573):  Provides that persons involved in the sale of motor oil pay a maximum fee of a specified amount for each gallon of motor oil sold or purchased on or after a specific date, and that a fee of a specified amount for each gallon may be applied by the Secretary of Food and Agriculture.
· European Grapevine Moth (EGVM), Napa County.  One female EGVM was collected on September 15 at a vineyard in Napa.  Additionally, tortricid larvae were collected from the same vineyard and produced a 100 percent match with the barcode DNA for EGVM.  EGVM is a Federal Actionable pest.  In response, additional traps are being placed in the area to determine the extent of the infestation.  Additionally, staff are surveying for larvae in the area.  This is the first collection of EGVM in the United States.
· Pierce’s Disease Control Program Joint Meeting.  The Pierce’s Disease/Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Board and Pierce’s Disease Advisory Task Force will hold a joint meeting on October 29 at CDFA headquarters in Sacramento.
· Relocating Offices.   The Pierce’s Disease Control Program (PDCP) will be moving from CDFA headquarters on November 9 to its new location at 2014 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento.

· 2009 Pierce’s Disease Research Symposium.  The Pierce’s Disease Control Program (PDCP) will hold its 2009 annual research symposium at the Doubletree Hotel (near Arden Fair Mall) December 9 – 11.  Every year, the PDCP organizes a research symposium focused on Pierce’s disease and its vectors.  Approximately 200 persons attend these meetings to share information and learn more about the progress being made against Pierce’s disease.  

Division of Measurement Standards

· Annual Financial Statements/Reports. County Annual Financial Statements and

Activity Report recapitulations are due on November 1, 2009. This report is used to

justify county program contract subventions and to distribute Registered Service Agency

funds. Early submissions of these reports expedite payment of RSA reimbursements.

· Senate Bill 260 Signed by Governor Schwarzeneggar. SB 260 (Wiggins) was signed

into law and will take effect on January 1, 2010. This bill changed the cap on the motor

oil assessment from 2 cents per gallon to 5 cents per gallon and allows the Secretary to

assess 3 cents per gallon effective January 1. The fee can be increased or decreased

by regulation according to the needs of the program. The California Agricultural

Commissioners and Sealers Association sponsored this bill. County Sealers receive a

subvention for inspecting fueling stations for compliance with advertising and labeling

requirements.

· Theft of Railroad Spikes and Rails – DMS was contacted by a railroad company

investigator regarding an increase in the theft of rail spikes, rails, crossing arm

materials, and railroad crossing arm control box wiring. DMS will combine efforts with

the company to prevent additional thefts and prevent a potentially dangerous situation

from escalating. Weighmaster laws require scrap metal dealers to be licensed with

DMS and many metal thieves are found selling stolen goods at these locations.

· Taxi Metering System Evaluation. DMS staff from the Device Enforcement Program

recently worked with San Francisco Weights and Measures Inspectors on taxi meters

operating within the San Francisco Transit System. The taxi meters were found to have

unapproved point of sale software operating from a mobile data terminal interfaced to

the taxi meter. After further examination and meeting with the software developers, it

was determined that the software needed to be type evaluated and type approved by

the Division’s Type Evaluation Laboratory. Type evaluation of software is necessary to

determine whether the metering system can be illegally manipulated by the operator to

defraud a customer.

· Tampering with Sealed Taxi Meters and Removal of Official Seals. Device

Enforcement Staff is also working with Contra Costa County Weights and Measures

inspectors to investigate taxi drivers with multiple companies swapping out taxi meters

and removing weights and measures security seals. There have been instances where

relocated seals have been used to conceal the meter rate indicator. A meeting was set

with the County Sealer to discuss the issuance of criminal citations on September 9,

2009. Due to previous experience with these individuals, local law enforcement was

been notified and requested to assist with this operation.

· GIPSA. The US Department of Agriculture’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards

Administration (GIPSA) has proposed a regulation requiring owners of livestock scales

to submit a scale test report to GIPSA every 6 months in a calendar year between the

periods January 1 and June 30, and July 1 and December 31, respectively. There are

several businesses in California that that use their scales only once a year when they

ship livestock. Past practice by counties was to test these scales just before use. Scale

owners who only use their scale once a year would be subjected to an expensive and

unnecessary second test. County staff time would be wasted conducting unnecessary

tests when their time could be spent more effectively elsewhere. The Division sent a

comment letter to support an exception to the two tests a year requirement for scale

owners who only use their scales once a year.

· Interagency Agreement between CDFA and CEC. The Division of Measurement

Standards (DMS) is finalizing an interagency agreement with the California Energy

Commission for $4 million in state funding allocated to the Department from the

Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program (Program) as

authorized by Assembly Bill 118 (Nunez, Chapter 750, Statutes of 2007. For the next

two years, DMS will be conducting research in three project areas: hydrogen fuel quality

sampling and testing, hydrogen fuel dispenser evaluation, and high concentration

biodiesel fuel quality testing. Through this work, DMS can assist in breaking the

measurement and fuel quality barriers that currently prevent hydrogen and biodiesel

from becoming viable commercial fuels.

· Visitor from the United Kingdom. While vacationing in Northern California, a weights

and measures inspector from the United Kingdom contacted Mark Hanson in Sonoma

County. He was the Chief Inspector for the County of Bedfordshire in England (equates

to county sealer in California). He was interested the differences between California

weights and measures and the UK/Europe. On returning home he contacted his

Institute (similar to CACASA) to propose a work exchange to study the functions and

role of inspectors in the USA which was accepted. There were four items that he would

like to incorporate into his research project. The first was the fuel temperature study the

division conducted for the California Energy Commission. Next were the requirements

in place for becoming a weights and measures inspector in California. He also wants to

know how we test and regulate water meters, and what software we use when checking

package net contents. If his proposal for this research project is accepted he will be

funded for a seven to ten day visit to California. It is anticipated his visit will be in early

2010 and he may come to an area group meeting.
b. ACP Strategies – MaryLou Polek ~ CA Citrus Research Board
· Presentation on Asian citrus psyllid (ACP). The Asian citrus psyllid can be the carrier of a fatal tree  disease, called Huanglongbing, also known as HLB ,“yellow shoot “ disease or citrus greening disease. While not harmful to human health, HLB destroys production, appearance, and value of 
       citrus trees, and the taste of their fruit and juice. Once a tree is infected with the disease, there is no   

       cure and the tree will eventually die.
· Florida has lost over 300,000 acres of citrus to date and processing plants have closed as production is  lost. Currently ACP has been found in San Diego, Imperial, Orange, and LA counties as well as in  Arizona on the border with Mexico.
· CRB would like to form a partnership between CRB, industry, and the counties. This would include    

          increasing the number of labs to test ACP for HLB, MOUs with counties for trapping (using   

          Stephen Mauch’s Cooperative Ag Support Services), and having Master Gardeners on alert for 
          psyllid nymphs during the citrus flushing stage or citrus tree disease symptoms. Historically ACP 
          has been found first  in residential  backyards, not in commercial plantings. 
· CRB is developing an industry response plan which will be on the Pest Prevention Committee agenda at the Winter Conference for review. 
· For additional information, check out Californiacitrusthreat.org.
c. CACASA Nursery MOU ~Hafner
    Group discussion. SJV doesn't have any problems with the revised Nursery MOU which combines the 
    two current nursery MOUs (inspection and responsibilities of CDFA and CAC) into one document.

d. TYLCV ~ Niswander
     Group discussion of the issue. Kings County will have its own TYLCV ordinance. Westside growers    

     feel that a statewide survey would be the most cost efficient mechanism while CDFA’s concern is the  

     cost. The issue is the problem with consistency and enforcement in various counties.
e. LTILRP Update ~ Caseri
Final LTILRP Stakeholder Workgroup meeting addressing both surface and ground water was held on 20 August 2009 and chaired by Tim Johnson of the Rice Commission. Schedule calls for a draft EIR in the spring of 2010, final EIR in the fall of 2010, and implementation in 2011. Of the five alternatives., agriculture prefers Alternative 2, the coalition proposal which includes current and groundwater components.  Final proposal may be a combination of Alternatives 2, 3, and 4 which would add nutrients, fertilizer, and aspects of ground water. There are concerns with this proposal as the Commissioners are mentioned as potential participants without the authority to act or funding for their participation.  It was impressed on the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board that this would probably double the size of the county pesticide programs and result in increased costs as well as economic impacts.
f. Definition of “Feed” and Freq of scale inspection for P&S ~ DMS/Boze
The US Department of Agriculture’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards

   Administration (GIPSA) has proposed a regulation requiring owners of livestock scales

   to submit a scale test report to GIPSA every 6 months in a calendar year between the

   periods January 1 and June 30, and July 1 and December 31, respectively.
Issue is “Who is regulated by GIPSA?”   The Packers and Stockyards Program currently has no regulations or policies that directly address this issue. Several counties, including Mariposa County, have submitted comments with regard to this issue. Also see DMS report.
g. Cooperative Agricultural Support Services ~ Mauch
Cooperative Agricultural Support Services (CASS) is tasked by CDFA to hire staff to meet various   program needs. Current programs served under CASS are LBAM, ACP, and Shipping Point. They provide services to all types of government agencies, including counties. They provide several hundred “At will” employees annually for many temporary projects, including CRB for the ACP trapping program. CASS takes care of personnel training and issues (screening applicants, hiring, payroll, discipline, etc.), while the technical training is provided by the agency. They supply support for the project to enable the agency to accomplish their objectives.
Contact information: Stephen Mauch (916) 445-3653

                                       Mauch.s@agsupport.org
                                       Website: www.agsupport.org
h. Small Farm Program ~ Hafner
Group discussion of the proposed closure of the UC Small Farm Program and request that CACASA oppose its closure. The Small Farm Program provides scale-appropriate solutions, including: niche and new specialty crops; support for the development of  Farmers markets and alternative marketing;  educational programs to non-English speaking and ethnic-minority farmers regarding crop selection, weed control, pest and disease management, irrigation practices, postharvest handling and storage, and regulatory requirements regarding labor and pesticide handling practices;  agritourism; and  provides a website as well as a newsletter with more than 5,000 subscribers. In addition, the program provides organizational leadership to the California Small Farm Conference, which rotates around the state and consistently supports 600 participants each year. 
MSC: The SJVACASA area group requests that CACASA write a letter to the University of California in support of the Small Farm Program and opposing its proposed closure.
i.  Standardization Advisory Committee ~ Arroyo/Caseri

Steve Patton is the CDFA representative to the Committee.  Assessed fee per carton is funneled back to the 11counties with F&V contracts. Assessment amount is decreasing to the decrease in acreage. Level of funding will be sustained for this season, but may be limited for next season.
j. LBAM – San Joaquin County ~ Hudson

6 more LBAM moths have been found in San Joaquin County, 5 in the Tracy area  triggering a new quarantine area and another moth in Manteca. The areas have been delimited with no new moths found. Winter trapping will be conducted in both areas as well as twist tie pheromone treatments.  Will need to wait for 3 life cycles before declaring eradication. 
k. Bulk shipments of citrus ~ Hafner
This year compliance agreements to limit movement of bulk citrus require that the fruit in the shipment must be completely free of all leaf and/or stems or other plant material. We would like CDFA to assist or develop protocol to deal with the treatment of infested shipments. Currently it is on a case by case basis with no set protocol. Want a level playing field for all citrus producers.

VIII. CACASA
a. CACASA President update ~ Hudson

· Kristin Macey is the new CDFA Liaison. This is an important position that we rely on for communication.
· Tim Cansler is on board as the CACASA Executive Director

· Next Board of Directors meeting will be a webinar on 5 November 2009

· Next State/ County Relations Meeting will be held on 30 October 2009 at 3 pm.

· CACASA Winter Conference will be held December 7 – 10, 2009, in Sacramento. Agendas are due 30 days prior to the conference.

· PDCP Research Symposium will be held December 9 – 11, 2009, in Sacramento (during the Winter Conference)

b. Executive Director update ~ Cansler
Tim has been in the position for 2 ½ weeks. Will concentrate on long-range planning, leadership development programs, communications vehicles (e-newsletter, re-vamped website), IT requirements, and a legislative platform for CACASA.
c. Personnel Standards Update ~ Niswander
· Action item: minor change to Special Achievement Award Calendar with regard to nominations and letters to recipients

· Minimum Education Requirement Proposal requires a change to FAC Section 2106 to change the CCR regulations. Legislative change would need to be addressed by the Winter Conference. Regulation change is preferable.

· Group discussion: need to draw in people that can satisfy new program requirements such as ground water programs, etc.; and need to focus on core units, not degrees, to open up the pool for hiring.
IX. Adjournment ~
a. The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm.
b. Next SJVACASA meeting will be on November 18 - 19, 2009, in Bakersfield
 Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

“A Weed a Day, That’s All I Ask!”
