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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


January 28, 2009
Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
MINUTES 

	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze, Mariposa County

Gary Caseri, Stanislaus County 

Carol Hafner, Fresno County

Gary Kunkel, Tulare County

Tim Niswander, Kings County

Dave Robinson, Merced County

Rob Rolan, Madera County 
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Ed Williams, CDFA/DMS

Gary Stockel, Assistant Commissioner, San Joaquin County



	
	


Executive Session ~ 
· Executive session was called to order at 9:55 am by Rob Rolan. . 
· Topics discussed included: 2009 Meeting Locations, Life Membership Award, PUE program, CACASA nominations, 4-day Winter Conference survey, termination of State contracts, Central Valley USDA Identifier, Fence It, and program cuts.
SJVACASA 2009 meeting locations

January 28, 2009…………Fresno

February 4 - 5, 2009……...Interim Conf. – Sacramento

February 25, 2009………..Modesto
March 25 - 26, 2009……...Mariposa (2-day)

April 27 – May 1, 2009..…Spring Conf. – San Diego

May 27, 2009..……………Tulare

June 18 - 19, 2009……… ..June Lake (with Southern group)
July 22 - 23, 2009…………TBD (2-day)

August 5 - 6, 2009………...Interim Conf. -Sacramento

September 23, 2009...……..Madera
October 28, 2009…...……..Stockton

November 18 – 19, 2009….Bakersfield (2-day)

December 7 – 11, 2009……Winter Conference – Sacramento

I. Call to Order ~ Rolan
· Regular Session meeting was called to order at 11:15 am by Robert  

            

Rolan, San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman.
II. Additional Agenda Items ~ group
· Several items were added to the agenda
III. Approval of Minutes ~ group 

· M/S/P to approve the minutes of November 12, 2008
IV. Treasurer’s Report ~ Robinson
· Checking account - $1,147.16; Savings account - $51.00 

IV(a)
Correspondence ~

· E-mail from Ada Scott (11/13/08) with regard to what expenses can be claimed for reimbursement relative to structural enforcement cases.
V.
DPR 
a. Liaison Report ~ Shattuck
· Commissioner Status: 
Humboldt - Vacant (Siskiyou Commissioner/Sealer Griffin, Acting)
Mendocino - Tony Linegar, appointed
Sonoma - Cathy Neville is the new CAC/Sealer effective December 31, 2008   Email Address: SonomaAg@sonoma-county.org
·  IT Consultant Meeting: SLO Commissioner Bob Lilley and the IT Consultant met with Larry Wasson at DPR on January 7. This was the first meeting  and is a joint DPR/CACASA Residual Project. Commissioner Lilley is the Project Manager. 

· Fresno - Central Regional Office: Jim Walsh (Central Regional Office) is currently in Costa Rica. Fresno office positions of Enforcement Branch Liaison and Office Technician have been filled.

· Structural Pesticide Enforcement Training has been re-scheduled.
March 16 – 18, Covina

April 20 - 22, Dublin
·  DPR Rulemaking Calendar for 2009: Jim discussed and circulated DPR Rulemaking calendar. This calendar can be found on DPR’s website at http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regshome.htm
DPR is moving forward with the following Regulation Packages:

Pesticide Container Recycling and Certification- Lynn Owen, Contact
Personal Protective Equipment- Harvard Fong, Contact

Maintenance Gardner Subcategory “q”- Ann Hanger, Contact

Methyl Bromide Field Fumigation-Linda O’Connell, Contact

· DPR Proposed Changes to VOC Regulations  - 

Public Hearings were held on January 12, - Bakersfield and January 14 - Sacramento 

· Spray Safe – 

Annual meeting will be in Kern County on 1/30/09 ~
Jim Shattuck and Chris Reardon will be attending for DPR

· DPR IPM Innovators Awards- 
The Director presented the IPM Innovators awards to the following on January 22, 2009.

City of Davis Parks Department IPM Program

             FreshSense LLC (Parlier, CA)

             Pestec - SF Bay Area

 Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program-    

 Pesticide User Outreach.   

· DPR Awards $585,000 for Three Environmental Projects:
On December 18, 2008, DPR announced the award of three new environmental grants totaling $585,00 to encourage nature-friendly pest management. The grants were selected by DPR’s Pest Management Alliance Program and were awarded to: Peach Canning Alliance (San Joaquin Valley); Urban Child Care Facility Alliance (SF Bay Area); and the Waterways Pesticide (San Joaquin County and Delta). For more information, please visit DPR's website. 
· Sixth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals  ~ DPR will report at PRAC with regard to this ruling and the NPDES requirement 
· AB 21 (Lowenthal) ~ methyl bromide use for fumigation of containers (DPR is watching this legislation)
· Community Guides ~ Veda will be sending copies of the Community Guide to each County office. If you need more copies, contact Veda. Additional guides will be available in both English and Spanish for use in outreach
· Sulfur Dioxide Usage Examination: 
The first examinations for this license will be held January 27 – 30 at Cal-EPA. This new subcategory will certify individuals using or supervising the use of SO2. PML has posted the 2009 Examination Schedule and the re-examination form is posted on PML’s webpage. 

· Methyl bromide alternatives  ~ Randy Segawa will be meeting with USDA on 2/5 – 6 to discuss alternatives.
b. ERR Subcommittee Report ~ Stockel
· Enforcement Response Regulations (ERR) CACASA Sub-committee Meeting Conference Call:  Gary Stockel reported on the conference call held on January 27th. The sub-committee is comprised of CACs and DPR staff. The group is in the process of reviewing suggested changes to the regulations. 

· Recommendations included: get away from repeat violation escalation; no longer consider 2 year history – will be left to CAC discretion (this could lead to a lack of consistency and uniformity); clean-up Class A & B violations 
(hazard vs. effect with regard to health or environmental effects) to mitigate health issues
· Will be on the PRAC agenda at the Interim for discussion

· Draft will go to executive group and then to the Area Groups in the early Spring for discussion

c. Fence It  ~ Eric Walts, DPR (by phone) discussed under Executive session
VI.      CDFA 
a. Liaison Report ~ Masuhara
· The Governor’s FY 2009-10 budget has been released and negotiations with legislative leaders continue on the FY 2008-09 budget.
· Gerry Miller has been appointed the Compliance Manager for the Inspection and Compliance Branch. Group was concerned about the apiary program and the State Apiary Board which Gerry was working on.
· The bulletins for the 2009 Inspector and Biologist examinations were sent out in early January. 

· There will be three administrations this year, same as last year.

· The spacing between each administration was stretched out as much as possible in response to some of the difficulties from 2008.

· The application and Time & Place cards are now formatted as fill-in forms.  A hard copy must still be submitted, but these forms should be much easier and cleaner than the past handwritten ones. 
Division of Measurement Standards
· Ed Williams and Kristen Macey will attend the NCWM Interim.

· Subway Settlement.

· Advertised special promotions failed to clearly and conspicuously disclose restrictions and limitations on certain offers.

· Sonoma, Marin, Santa Cruz and DMS participated.

· $645,000 in civil penalties, costs and restitution.

· Mucinex Settlement

· Violation of slack fill packaging laws.

· Los Angeles, Sacramento, Shasta and DMS participated.

· $300,000 in civil penalties and investigative costs.
Pierces Disease/ Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Program

· SB 2 (Wiggins) has been introduced to extend the sunset for the PD program and PD/GWSS Board from 2011 to 2016.
Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division
· Asian Citrus Psyllid (San Diego and Imperial Counties)

· Survey continues.  No new significant finds in the past two weeks.

· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)

· Survey work continues.

· Medfly- El Cajon (San Diego County)

· Sterile release continues.  No new finds will put the projected eradication at July 30th.
· Mexfly - Azuza (LA County)

· Ground treatment continues through the first life cycle.

· Sterile release continues.  No new finds will put the projected eradication at mid- July.
· OFF- San Marino and Lakewood (LA County)

· MAT continues.

· Guava Fruit Fly - Santa Ana (Orange County)
· Eradication was achieved following MAT for one life cycle and two life cycles of negative trapping.

· Two flies were detected in June 2008, triggering this project.

b. Chris Keeler, Farm Services Agency (1:30 pm) ~ Caseri
      Due to TYLCV conference call this was deferred to the 2/25 meeting in   

      Modesto
c. TYLCV ~ Group
· Conference call: voluntary vs. mandatory, reimbursable vs. non-reimbursable, growers vs. nurseries
· CA Tomato Growers Association meeting on 1/29 in Modesto – TYLCV is on the agenda for discussion
d. PCIT / USDA Fee Collection Proposal ~ Caseri
· Group discussion about fee collection
· How to submit the fee

· Letter to industry about the benefits of PCIT
e. Seedless Mandarin/Apiary Draft Regulation Proposal ~ Rolan

· Draft regulations are required by 2/1/09 (currently in process)

· Beekeepers must register by 3/1/09

· They are coming in to check on mandarin map locations
f. Colony Strength Subcommittee ~ Caseri
· Comparison of inspection procedures from the north (Glenn Co.), Merced, and San Joaquin counties

· Draft procedures will be presented at the Spring Conference
g. ILRP Committee Report ~ Caseri

· Sacramento (Mather) meeting included stakeholders and environmentalists
· Objective is to develop a long term plan (the policy concepts will be reviewed and approved every 5 years)

· Next meeting is 2/17/09
h. Drought Disaster Reporting  ~ Masuhara

· Impacts of drought and impending water shortage

· $800 million - $1 billion impact in the San Joaquin Valley
· Impacts: crops not planted, permanent crops damaged, salt buildup, will depend 
on the amount of water that the growers receive

· Bottom line: What is the economic loss to growers? CDFA is seeking information from the CACs
i. County/State Relations Committee  ~ Masuhara

· Secretary Kawamura updated on the State of the State address delivered by Governor Schwarzenegger earlier in the day.  The Governor focused on the need to resolve the budget situation.
· Late State Contracts (Detection)

-- The main challenge with the FY 2008-09 detection contracts was the late notification CDFA received of a cut in federal funds.  This caused delays because work plans had to be revised.

-- This is the first year of two year contracts, so the FY 2009-10 contracts will be timelier.  To have the FY 2010-11 contracts available by July 2010, discussions between CDFA and the counties will need to begin in the December 2009 timeframe.

-- There are a few counties late in submitting work plans, which can contribute to the timeliness issue.
· Related to above Item, but not necessarily the main focus of the discussion:

a. There is some confusion on the trapping modification proposals becoming amendments to the contracts.

b. The per acre rate on nursery contracts uses five places past the decimal and leads to mismatches between invoice and contract amounts.  This causes the invoices to be returned for correction.

· Procedures for Keeping CACASA and CDFA Informed of Committee Discussions

--The importance of reporting information from these meetings to our 
   respective organizations was emphasized.

    -- It was decided that there should be a standing agenda item for each area   

       group meeting.  The item will be co-reported by the appropriate  

       State/County Relations representative and the County/State Liaison.

   --As a recap of the December 2008 meeting, we discussed the importance 
      of thinking creatively and thoroughly on how to best operate our programs 
      in this difficult fiscal climate.  One area to consider is timely invoicing and 
      work assessments to identify if some counties could potentially have more 
      contracted resources than they are going to need.  By determining this 
                        early, the resources could possibly be redirected to other areas facing  

                        greater challenges.

  --There was discussion on how important it is to share information on 
      activities such as requests to elected officials for funding.  Potential 
      confusion can arise if CACASA and CDFA are not coordinated on this.

· Other

-- There was discussion on the current nature of media content and the 
    tendency to sensationalize even routine stories.

 -- The recent press on the California Avocado Commission audit findings was   

     discussed.

  -- The current price decline for fluid milk and how it is impacting dairy  

      producers was discussed.
VII.
DMS

     a.  DMS Report  ~ Ed Williams

· DMS management will be attending the area group meetings to address technical issues and improve communication with regard to Weights & Measures issues

· NCWM interim will be held at Daytona Beach and the National Conference will be in July – primary issue will be temperature compensation, waiting for the CA Energy Commission report to be finalized (release date 2/12/09)

· NIST proposal to re-write Handbook 133 (not just the wet tare sections)

· Water meters – request  from manufacturers to change the draft size used for inspections – DMS will need to generate data collection on water meter testing

· Currently developing test methods for hydrogen & conducting type approvals for alternative fuels

· Funding issues: DMS proposal to increase cap on motor oil assessment fees from $0.02 per gallon to $0.05 per gallon to fund the DMS Petroleum Products Program and the county petroleum subvention contracts. CACASA to sponsor the bill

· Air & Water Complaints: DMS is sending letters to locations when complaint is received and investigating on the second complaint 

· Field manual is being re-formatted by Roger Macey

· Petroleum Products Unit will be conducting a state-wide packaged product survey involving 200 stations and 1200 items.

· Registered Service Agent subvention funds have increased to $140,000.
b. HazMat Placarding for High Volume Provers ~ Rolan
· Placarding is required on provers 120 gallons and above (empty or not) by the CHP

· Requires a Class “A” special license as well as a $100 fee

· Sac Valley is moving forward with an exemption in the CHP regulations for W&M officials

c.  ARB Retrofit requirements for Diesel Trucks ~ Rolan
· Possible weight truck exemption: low mileage, intermittent use, public fleet
· Ed Williams will check on this exemption and provide the answer in writing

d.  Deputy Referral: W&M Penalty Revision Proposal ~ Rolan
· Proposal will be e-mailed to Ed
· Competing proposal from the Southern area group

· Both will be e-mailed to the area group to discuss at the next area group meeting
VIII.
CACASA 

a. CASAP Conference, 1/17-18 ~ Rolan 
Not discussed due to time constraint 
b. IT Consultant Update ~ Group
· IT consultant was in Merced on 1/26 and Kings on 1/27

· Consultant was knowledgeable & asked relevant questions of each system
c. Long Range Planning Retreat Report ~ Rolan

· Facilitator: what is the mission? What are the core programs? What is the purpose?
· When you look far out there (in the future)…where do you see yourself being?

· Strategic planning/AgVision (CDFA)

· Food system (farm to fork concept) and food safety issues are the main focus

· Consider regionalization – regional council concept

· This is a process…
d. Interim Committee Alternates ~ Boze
· Carol volunteered to be the alternate on the Biocontrol Committee
e. Area Group License Holder for Webinar Product ~ Niswander
· M/S/P to make Kings County (Tim) the point person for Webinar
f. Ag Disaster Exercise  ~ Caseri

· Disaster exercise scheduled for 4/22/09 in Modesto

· Tabletop discussion on Avian Influenza

 IX.     Adjournment  ~
· The meeting adjourned at 4:20 pm. 

· Next SJVACASA meeting will be on February 25, 2009, in Modesto. 

         
     Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

                 “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”

