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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


July 23, 2008

Kings County Agricultural Commissioner Office

MINUTES
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze

Gary Caseri


	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Ada Scott, CDPR

	Gary Kunkel 
Tim Niswander
	Carol Hafner, 

Assistant Commissioner, Fresno County

	Jerry Prieto

Dave Robinson
	

	Bob Rolan


	

	
	


I. Executive Session – called to order at 10:00 am by Rob Rolan. Topics discussed included: CACASA Committee alternates for Cathi Boze at Interim -- Biocontrol: Jerry Prieto; Weed & Vertebrate: Gary Caseri ; future meetings with Activist Group; CACASA Contract with Dan Webb; State lab (entomology) issues; methyl bromide ruling in First Appellate District Court San Francisco; WMA definition; and Commissioner/Sealer vacancies.
Note: The grand opening for the new San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office at the Stockton Airport (2101 E. Earhart Avenue) is scheduled for September 11, 2008 from 12 noon – 2:00 pm.

II. Call to Order - Regular Session meeting was called to order at 11:00 am.

III. Several additional items were added to the agenda.
IV. Approval of Minutes ~ the minutes from the June 26, 2008, meeting in Modesto were approved. 
V. Correspondence – 
(Forwarded Deputy Sealer recommendation to L&R Committee Chair)
Recommendation from Deputy Sealers (4/28/08) 
Request to submit a proposal to request funding from the CACASA QC Trust Fund to conduct a statewide scanner survey. Survey proposal would include monies for scanner equipment for the counties to use in conducting the survey. 
VI. Treasurers Report ~ Checking account - $267.73; Savings account - $483.87 SJVACASA dues will be invoiced in September - $50.

VII. CACASA Reports ~ President’s Meeting

--Discussion of Webinar – corporate support version at a cost of $5500; will be discussed under IMPAC; a license for each area group with 1 CAC in charge – to be used for committee meetings, etc.

--Discussion of lobbyists contract; cutbacks in detection contracts; current CAC vacancies; USDA Farm Bill funds – to be used for dog teams, trapping, etc.

VIII. DPR ~ Shattuck
current issue: use of microbials at tattooing and body art studios

· Legislation: SB1723 (Maldonado) – pesticide recycling program and certification
  AB977 (Ma) – pesticides and local regulation

 
  AB1530 (Lieber) – pesticide poisoning – cholinesterase testing results   

                                 would be posted on the Web
· EPA final risk mitigation decision for ten rodenticides 
This EPA decision released 5/28/08 requires that homeowner products only be sold in tamper-resistant bait stations and that second generation anticoagulants may not be sold to consumers. The ten rodenticides are: brodifacoum, bromadiolone, bromethalin, chlorophacinone, cholecalciferol, difenacoum, difethialone, diphacinone, warfarin, and zinc phosphide. The phase-in period for the new requirements will end June 4, 2011.

· VOC regulations – licensing to be grandfathered in

· OEHHA – Prop 65 listing for Surflan

· Glenn Brank is retiring this year; Tobi Jones is retiring 7/31/08
· John Gardner (San Bernardino County) – going forward with an ordinance regarding protection zones around schools when in session for all pesticides. Will apply to commercial applicators only, not maintenance gardeners.
· Interim inspection procedures checklist to capture new regulations required for VOCs: complaints from several counties; why not new forms (IT problems); new forms will be out in July or August and training will be held in the fall. 
· Kathy Boyle has begun a one year assignment with the CalEPA Enforcement Training Team coordinated by the Air Resources Board. Cliff Smith, Staff Environmental Scientist, will be Structural Liaison during her absence. 
· Don Richmond has been promoted to the lead of Worker Health and Safety Branch’s Exposure Monitoring and Health Investigation Program. Michel Oriel will be taking his place at the Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program as contact for CAC staff.

· SB1206 (Calderon) – structural bill has been chaptered.

· DPR staff changes: Ralph Shields position – vacant and rotational staff will take over his position until it is filled and currently recruiting for the Fresno district position

· Contact George Farnsworth to obtain passwords for the Poison Control system

· ENF letter 08-02 ~ Structural NOPA template

· Spray Safe contract update: San Joaquin County will be the contract manager; $61,000 to put on 3 events in 3 counties (San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced counties); Spray Safe coalition will do logistics, outreach, setup, etc.
a. Fumigant buffer zones  ~ Caseri
Discussion with regard to Tri-Cal and what is allowed in different counties, particularly in outer buffer zones, i.e. harvest activities. Regulations state activities can only be conducted for brief periods of time. Apparently Monterey County does allow work activities such as harvesting. Ada will follow-up on this.

Group discussion – Madera has very strict enforcement as do the other San Joaquin Valley counties.

b. Notification requirements prior to spraying ~  Caseri
No authority to require PCO notifications prior to any spraying.
IX. CDFA ~ Masuhara 
· CDFA Staff changes: Undersecretary George Gomes has retired; A.J. Yates has returned as Undersecretary; Mike Jarvis is Deputy Secretary of Public Affairs; Edmund Williams has been appointed Director of  the Division of Measurement Standards; Kari Morrow is Assistant Director for Administrative Services
· County Licensing & exams are now under Kevin’s direction as of 7/1/08 – two staff from Human Resources (Paulette Montez & Joti Vadner). He plans on developing a flow chart and simplifying the processes.
· Bovine TB status – depopulating the original herd (found infected 1/08) and working on protocol (strict quarantine or depopulation) for the other 2 dairy herds in Fresno and Madera County -- TB free status was downgraded in 6/08
· Plant Health – Gypsy Moth found in Ojai and numbers continue to increase. An egg mass survey will be done in the fall. 
Medfly – all sterile releases will end in mid 7/08 with eradication in August. 
TYLCV has been found in two fields in Imperial County.

· Asian Citrus Psyllid – sweep net surveys have been conducted in Southern California by Tijuana. ACP has not been found as yet. The concern is not how ACP will appear, but when.                             
· DMS Report  ~ ASTM has approved new biodiesel blend specifications; NIST has a Hydrogen Web page on developing commercial hydrogen measurement standards; DMS has a hydrogen vehicle (cost $980,000) with a range of 65 miles and currently two hydrogen fueling systems in Sacramento as well as one in Los Angeles
· Legislation: AB1907 (Ruskin) – extends specified point of sale inspection criteria for 
                           counties with a price accuracy verification ordinance to 1/1/14.
                           SB 623 (Wiggins) – would require DMS to develop regulations      

                                       requiring adequate customer notification on dispensers of price  

                                      differentials for varying payment methods.
a.   Proposed Pest Detection Budget Cuts – discussed during Executive Session   

b. Weed-Free Forage – Rolan 
Requirement depends on the forest
c. CTV Workshop – Rolan
Citrus Tristeza Virus workshop will be held in Emeryville on 8/13 – 14.
d. Arizona Border Inspections – Rolan
Hines Nursery shipping nursery stock from Chowchilla to Arizona had shipments held up at the border station – was told that they didn’t have the proper GWSS information. Arizona has a $19 million grape industry that it wants to protect & is being cautious. Border issues are on the Pest Prevention agenda for the Interim conference.

e. LBAM program & its impact on GWSS LBAM - Prieto
LBAM situation has empowered the anti-pesticide activists in Fresno County with regard to GWSS treatments – currently a control program, not an eradication program.

GWSS was found at a nursery in Madera County on 7/3/08 – nursery survey, treatment and trapping were conducted.

f. SWRCB Region 5 – representative on Dairy Waste Water in Food Crops Committee

      Rob Rolan will be the SJVACASA representative on this committee
X.
Weights & Measures 
a. Cash/credit pricing – Robinson
Discussion of issue particularly with regards to Valero stations. Pricing per gallon changes on the dispenser when Valero card is used.
XI.
Other Topics

a.
Commissioner/Sealer Vacancies; Licensing Issues – Kunkel
Discussed in Executive Session


b.
Interim Meeting Agendas - Group
c.
CACASA Letter to BOS/CAOs ~ Niswander
Draft generic letter for Board of Supervisors outlining the scope of responsibility  

for the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures position/What 

is the value of the CAC? was distributed – to be discussed during Personnel Standards Committee at the Interim
d. 
All Hazards Food & Ag Response Template Update; Turning Wastewater into Safe Drinking Water Tour – Caseri
Gary discussed the Monterey Peninsula Ground Water Replenishment Project (recycled water for agricultural re-use, urban re-use, and ground water replenishment) which processes 21 million gallon/day during peak irrigation months and irrigates 12,000 acres.

All Hazards Food & Ag Response Template Update –

--OES is disseminating information

--County Health Offices are interested

--letter from Annette Whiteford, CDFA Animal Health, endorsing program

--other States are interested in the template

e. Drought Task Force – Masuhara

Agricultural Water Use – What should be considered?

--examining the Australian drought situation (using tertiary water to drink)

--flood vs. drip irrigation (recharging aquifers, transpiration)

--CalTrans landscaping & medians water use

--How to assist financially to change over to water conservation measures

What’s changed since the last drought in the 1970’s?

--environmental restrictions to protect fish and other species

--increasing population

Dept of Water Resources: appears to be a direct correlation between ammonia levels and dying off of baby smelt in the Delta – tertiary treatment of water might help to alleviate this problem
f. California Invasive Weeds Awareness Week (July 21 – 27, 2008) ~ Boze
Reminder that this is California Invasive Weed Awareness Week  
XII. The meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm. The next SJVACASA area group meeting is 
            scheduled for September 24, 2008, in Madera.

         Submitted by Cathi Boze, Secretary
         “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”
REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


