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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


February 25, 2009
Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

MINUTES 

	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze, Mariposa County

Gary Caseri, Stanislaus County 

Tim Niswander, Kings County

Dave Robinson, Merced County

Rob Rolan, Madera County 

Scott Hudson, San Joaquin County
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Nan Gorder, CDPR

Jim Walsh, CDPR

Pam Wofford, CDPR

Clarice Ando, CDPR

Roger Macey, CDFA/DMS

Karen Francone, Deputy Commissioner, Fresno County

Bill Deavours, Deputy Commissioner, Tulare County

Chris Keeler, USDA/FSA

Jonna Spaletta, USDA/FSA

Eric Mussen, UC Davis

Gene Brandi, Merced/California State Beekeepers Association

Roger Everett, Tulare/California State Beekeepers Association



	
	


Executive Session ~ 
· Executive session was called to order at 10:05 am by Rob Rolan.  
Topics discussed included: 2009 Meeting Locations (see changes noted below); Value and location of Interim and Spring Conference (Jim distributed map of Spring Conference facility); Travel restrictions; Washington D.C. trip - area group financial support; Group meeting with Activists; Grower liability/Removal of detection traps; SJV Continuing Education Online courses status; CACASA Committee assignments for Carol Hafner (Biocontrol/IPM, Pest Prevention, and Standardization & Statistics committees); and discussion with Nan Gorder, DPR  Enforcement Branch Chief.

SJVACASA 2009 meeting locations

January 28, 2009…………Fresno

February 4 - 5, 2009……...Interim Conf. – Sacramento

February 25, 2009………..Modesto
March 25 - 26, 2009……...Mariposa (2-day)

April 27 – May 1, 2009..…Spring Conf. – San Diego

May 27, 2009..……………Tulare

June 24, 2009……… ……..Hanford
July 22, 2009………………Board of Directors - Sacramento
August 5 - 6, 2009………...TBD
September 23, 2009...……..Madera
October 28, 2009…...……..Stockton

November 18 – 19, 2009….Bakersfield (2-day)

December 7 – 11, 2009……Winter Conference – Sacramento

I. Call to Order ~ Rolan

· Regular Session meeting was called to order at 12:25 pm by Robert  

            

Rolan, San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman.
II. Additional Agenda Items ~ group

· Several items were added to the agenda
III.  Approval of Minutes ~ group 

· M/S/P to approve the minutes of January 28, 2009.

IV. Treasurer’s Report ~ Robinson

· Checking account - $1,147.16; Savings account - $51.00 
· M/S/P to approve report. No change from last month.
V. DPR
Jim Walsh (Central Regional Office) introduced himself to the group. He discussed several issues including  the upcoming “Breaking Barriers” training and annual Structural training. 

a. Liaison Report ~ Shattuck
· Closed System Regulation Changes. As mentioned at the February Interim, DPR will not be looking into options for the closed system issue that San Joaquin CAC and industry had suggested. 

· 6th District Court Ruling, NPDES Permits. As mentioned at the Interim by John Sanders, DPR is still waiting for some direction on this issue related to the use of pesticides in aquatic environments. DPR will keep CACs posted on any new developments.

· AB 21 (Lowenthal). This bill involves the use of methyl bromide and chloropicrin as field fumigants. DPR will keep CACs posted on any new amendments related to this bill. 

· Radio Bilingue’s 27th Viva el Mariachi Festival. DPR will participate in this outreach effort on March 8th at the Fresno Convention Center. This festival is attended by over 8,000 and is an opportunity to get outreach materials to those attendees. DPR has sought assistance from the Fresno CAC with this festival. DPR’s contact person is Martha Sanchez, msanchez@cdpr.ca.gov
· DPR/CAC Structural Training will be held in Dublin, CA on April 20-22, and in Covina, CA March 16 – 18.  Please refer to Enforcement Letter No. 09-03.

· Breaking the Barriers Training for CAC Staff. This training is being held on March 4 in Stockton, March 24 in Woodland, April 2 in Fresno, and April 15 in Monterey County. Please refer to Enforcement Letter 09-02. There is a registration deadline for each of the trainings. 

· Western Farm Service is now Crop Protection Services and according to DPR’s Licensing Branch, the company is registered with the new name. The company headquarters is in Denver, CO. 

· The DPR 2007 Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program Summary has been delayed. It was originally scheduled for public release in late February. Lea Brooks of DPR will inform CACs in advance of the public release. 

· Spray Safe Program. Director Warmerdam, Lea Brooks, and Jim Shattuck will attend the Ventura Spray Safe Kick-Off Meeting in Ventura on March 12. This is the first meeting of industry, CAC, and the Spray Safe Coalition. 

· Orange CAC Office Move. The Orange CAC has moved to 222 East Bristol Lane, Anaheim, CA 92865-2714. Please note their new address. 

· Director’s response to the Mayor of Santa Cruz. Director Warmerdam responded to a letter originally sent to the Governor from the Mayor of Santa Cruz.  The Director’s letter responded to a request by the Mayor to acknowledge a city resolution urging the Legislature of the State of California to repeal the local government preemption of controls on pesticides as stated in the California Food and Agriculture Code section 11501.1 (Jim will e-mail a copy of the letter to the group).
· Sulfur Dioxide Usage Examination: The first examinations for this license were held January 27 – 30 at Cal-EPA. This new subcategory certifies individuals using or supervising the use of SO2. PML has posted the 2009 Examination Schedule and the re-examination form is posted on PML’s webpage. Special training sessions and exams may be scheduled in Napa and San Luis Obispo. 
b. Air Monitoring Projects ~ DPR Staff (Pam Wofford/ Clarice Ando)
· Mendota Air Monitoring Project: Sub study to be conducted from late May/June through late summer (September/October) to measure indoor and outdoor air concentrations of multiple pesticides. MICASA – for details see http://agcenter.ucdavis.edu/research/current.php. 
· Air Monitoring Network: DPR plans to set up a network to sample ambient air for multiple pesticides in several communities throughout the valley on a regular schedule over five or more years. Selection issues: cropping patterns, pesticide use, etc. Project is expected to start in the fall and be on-going. Concept will be presented at the next Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee (PREC) meeting.
· Group discussion: Need to include industry in the decision-making process; use their input for determining the monitoring sites

VI.      CDFA 

a. CACASA/State Relations Committee Update ~ Hudson/Masuhara
· Meeting was held on February 11.. 
· Washington DC Trips

· Secretary Kawamura will be in Washington DC from February 18th to 25th attending the NASDA Mid-Year meeting.

· CACASA is sending a delegation back March 8th to 11th.

· Petroleum Legislation Update

· Senator Wiggins has agreed to carry.  Should be introduced in a few days.

· County Metrology Lab Certification Program

· NIST only recognizes calibration from labs that have been certified by them, or accreditation under the National Voluntary Lab Accreditation Program.

· DMS has certified eight county metrology labs under their state recognition from NIST in the past.

· These counties have been certifying service agency equipment under DMS recognition.

· DMS is ending this practice upon the expiration of each county’s last lab certification.

· Some counties have concerns on where service agents will be able to go to get equipment certified; the extra workload for DMS to certify county standards used for enforcement; and the counties’ costs to transport standards to DMS labs for certification.

· Invasive Species Council

· An announcement was made at the World Ag Expo on the formation of the Invasive Species Council.

· The Council represents a collaborative effort among many California agencies to develop strategies to address the problems invasive species present.

· CACASA participation is invited.

· CDFA Budget Update

· A budget package has not been finalized but reports are circulating that one is close.
· County Budget Updates

· Various counties reported on situations their departments are faced with.

· Other

· DMS would like to explore using net county costs for calculating DMS subventions.  This would be consistent with methodology used in calculating unclaimed gas tax reimbursement amounts.

· Some counties would like more time to analyze the effect of this.

b. Liaison Report ~ Masuhara
General

· The FY 2009-10 budget has been signed.

· The proposed regulations required by Chapter 324, Statutes of 2007 (formerly AB 771) are scheduled to be published in the California Regulatory Notice Register on February 27, 2009.  This will begin the forty-five day public comment period.

Administrative Services Division
· Mike Cleary has been appointed as the Emergency Management Liaison for CDFA.
County Licensing

· Oral exams will be held from March 23rd to April 10th.  Because of lost days from furloughs, it may be necessary to schedule the week of April 13th. (Kevin & Jim handed out copies of their 2009 Study Session PPT presentation)
Division of Measurement Standards
· National Weights and Measures Week is March 1 to 7, 2009.

· The California Energy Commission has postponed the Automatic Temperature Compensation (ATC) hearing until March 11, 2009.

· There have been an increasing number of reports of inappropriate scales being used in the purchasing of gold.  Please keep DMS informed of any complaints your offices receive.
Pierces Disease/ Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Program

· A comprehensive program overview was recently presented to the Wine Institute to help stakeholders better understand what the program has accomplished.  PD/GWSS staff are planning outreach efforts to present the information to local groups in the upcoming months.
· SB 2 (Wiggins) has been introduced to extend the sunset for the PD program and PD/GWSS Board from 2011 to 2016.
Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division

· Asian Citrus Psyllid (San Diego and Imperial Counties)

· A nymph was found by a PCA in a young citrus block(Imperial County).  This is the first find in a production agricultural setting.
· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)
· USDA-APHIS will conduct an open house for the Moss Landing facility later this week.

· Fish and Game released a report attributing the 2007 bird die-off in Santa Cruz to red tide conditions. (See NewsBox article – blogs)
· Medfly- El Cajon (San Diego County)

· The recent find in Spring Valley was found to be consistent with the genotype of the El Cajon flies and is likely an extension of this infestation.

· Gypsy Moth (Ventura County)

· March 9, 2009 is the target to begin treatments with Bt in Ojai
c. RIFA in Bee Shipments ~ Group

· Fresno and Merced Counties have found RIFA in bee shipments from Florida and Texas that have been certified as “free from”

· Border stations have turned away RIFA infested loads from Texas and Louisiana
d. TYLCV Update ~ Hudson

· Conference call: voluntary vs. mandatory, reimbursable vs. non-reimbursable, growers vs. nurseries, industry confusion about protection zones
· Counties don’t have the resources to absorb the workload costs; need source of funding

· Industry wants an interior quarantine instead of protection zones; wants certification to move plants from an infested area to a non-infested area

· CDFA says that would require a statewide survey to determine the infested areas; industry says that you know if you have TYLCV or not. However, it is transmitted by whitefly and there are non-symptomatic hosts.

· CDFA concerns: unfunded mandate aspect & cost of statewide survey

· CAC concerns: how much for protection zone program? What are the CDFA protocols for inspection? How to (and who will) pay for greatly increased workload for this program?
e. Fresno County GWSS Program ~ Hafner

· County will host a meeting to provide outreach to industry on all aspects of the county GWSS program

f. Cherry Fruit Fly Quarantine ~ Hudson/Caseri

· CDFA wants to discontinue the Cherry Fruit Fly quarantine

· Quarantine is necessary for the export market for Stanislaus and San Joaquin 
                   Counties. Huge issue for the cherry industry and would also affect Kings and          

                   Kern  Counties.  
· can’t convince trading partners that just because it doesn’t exist that doesn’t mean that it won’t exist. CFF  is currently found only in foothill areas above a certain elevation.

· Need to bring industry into this discussion…
g. Wildlife Services Subcommittee ~ Boze

· Wildlife Services Subcommittee meeting was held on February 20 in Sacramento.
· County/Federal Cost Share will increase 3.84% ($2000) for FY 2009/10 to $54,000 per Specialist

· Continuing resolution through March 6, then Omnibus bill for remainder of year. No increase in Federal funding likely
· Pursuing additional funding initiatives: feral swine, airport hazards, safety review and disease surveillance and monitoring.
       .

h.  Vertebrate Pest Conference information ~ Boze
· 24th Vertebrate Pest Conference will be held February 22 – 25, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza in Sacramento (informational handout was distributed)    
VII.
DMS
a.  County W&M Lab Certifications ~ Caseri
· NIST only recognizes State certification of standards. Accreditation issue. 
· In accordance with B&P Code section 12310, County standards must be traceable to national standards and certified. 
·  Currently NIST certifies State standards which certify County standards which then currently certify Service Agent standards. 
· DMS will take over all certification of standards and there will be a DMS notice coming out.

b.DMS Report  ~ Macey
Division of Measurement Standards
· Ed Williams and Kristen Macey will attend the NCWM Interim in Daytona Beach – primary issue will be temperature compensation, waiting for the CA Energy Commission report to be finalized (release date 2/12/09).

· Wet vs. dry tare: Mike Boitano and Kurt Floren met with  ? officials in D.C. Their PPT presentation (particularly slide #16) showed that the new regulations were not in compliance with their own regulations (Fair Packaging & Labeling)

· County Water meter benches: request  from water meter manufacturers to

change the draft size used for inspections. DMS will be coming around to look at 
the county set-ups and check their accuracy. There is a need to generate data for the National Conference to show that it is a water meter issue, not just the  test draft issue
· DMS will review the Deputy penalty guideline proposals
· New electric meter regulations – see DMS Notice (G-09-3)
· CARB - diesel regulations (Retrofit requirements for Diesel Trucks) - Proposed Regulation to Reduce Emissions from In-Use On-Road Diesel Vehicles handout was distributed. Includes special provisions for low-use vehicles (weight truck ): low mileage, intermittent use, public fleet

VIII.
OTHER 
a. Chris Keeler, Farm Services Agency ~ Caseri: 
· Chris Keeler(USDA/FSA District Director – Merced & Mariposa Counties) and  Jonna Spaletta (USDA/FSA – Stanislaus & Tuolumne Counties) discussed on the current drought situation in California and the rangeland disaster assistance programs. 
· 2008 Farm Bill contains permanent disaster programs for both crop and livestock producers. These include the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP), the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), and the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE).
· NAP requires at least 2 independent assessments  from neutral sources such as CAC, UCCE, and NRCS to establish grazing losses. California FSA is looking at setting the time period for obtaining assessments between mid-June and late August. The assessments can vary from measurements of grass clippings to assessments based on rainfall, calf weights, the degree of supplemental feeding, rancher surveys, etc.
· LFP looks at drought levels as determined by the National Drought Monitor (http://www.drought.unl.edu.dm) in order to calculate payments for livestock operations.
· LIP covers animal death losses in excess of normal mortality rates resulting from adverse weather.
· SURE covers crop losses and is based on the aggregate of insurance and NAP guarantees for a farming operation. It does not cover losses on rangeland or livestock by-products such as milk. Either a qualifying Secretarial disaster declaration or a 50% overall farm loss attributed to weather can initiate this program.
· Group discussion ~ forward request to Standardization & Statistics Committee to include a presentation by USDA/FSA on drought, disaster declarations, and the implications of the 2008 Farm Bill at the Spring Conference.
b. UC Apiary Newsletter ~ Caseri/Eric Mussen, UC Davis
· Also in attendance: Gene Brandi, Merced County beekeeper, past president of California State Beekeepers Association (CSBA) and Roger Everett, Tulare County beekeeper and vice-president of  CSBA
· Nov/Dec 2008 issue of the U.C. Apiaries newsletter addressed “Bee Damage Data Lacking” and “Report of Loss, Nonperformance or Damage” forms (PR-ENF-008)
· Beekeepers are concerned about the honey bee deaths due to pesticides throughout the country – especially primarily with regard to fungicides  (Pristine in particular) which cause a problem with the brood and larvae, but has no warning regarding bees on the label
· US - EPA isn’t monitoring losses and has no loss data on file
· Eric’s concern is that 10% of bees are severely damaged or killed by pesticides in California, but “no reports of loss have been filed”
· US – EPA EIIS data base has very few pesticide bee losses in the U.S.
· No mechanism for sending Reports of Loss forward to DPR or US – EPA. Brandi will encourage CSBA members to file reports of loss with the CAC and copy them to US – EPA.
· Discussion about DPR sample protocol – must provide enforcement action potential to justify lab sample
· Eric noted that Penn State is running samples under a honey bee research grant and Roger Simmonds, USDA/AMS/Food Analysis Lab – Astoria, North Carolina also runs samples
· Need research on other than adult bees; sometimes it’s not the active ingredient in the pesticide, but the inerts and carriers
· Need a system in place to record damage to bees: beekeeper report to CAC to DPR to US – EPA?
· DPR should be a participant in this process – Jim will follow up on this with DPR
· Group discussion – bee losses, all incidents, complaints, apiary log
c. IT Consultant Survey/Update ~ Hudson

· Consultant has offered various options: A – RMMS, B – AgGIS, C- another program or D – go out to bid to current vendors 
d. Personnel Standards Survey ~ Niswander/Hudson

· Work in progress

e. Long Range Planning Update ~ Hudson
· Distributed minutes from the LRP retreat
· This will be discussed at the Spring Conference
· Follow-up LRP meeting will be held April 1 – 2, 2009
f. CSUF Career Fair Report ~ Niswander

· located in the government section
· Norm Smith attended from Fresno County
g. ILRP (Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program) Update ~ Caseri
· 2/17/09 meeting – reviewed each group proposal
· Included Ag Coalition proposal, Clear Water Action proposal (addressed ground water), and the Regional Board’s own proposal
· Objective is to develop a long term plan (the policy concepts will be reviewed and approved every 5 years)

· Next meeting is 3/30/09
h. Tabletop Avian Influenza Exercise ~ Caseri 

· Disaster exercise scheduled for  9 am – 2 pm on 4/22/09 in Modesto

· Tabletop discussion on Avian Influenza – regional scenario
 IX.     Adjournment ~
· The meeting adjourned at 4:20 pm. 

· Next SJVACASA meeting will be on March 25 - 26, 2009, in Mariposa. 

         
     Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

                 “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”

