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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


September 24, 2008

San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

MINUTES
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze

Scott Hudson
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Chuck Andrews, CDPR

	Gary Kunkel 
Tim Niswander
	Carol Hafner, 

Assistant Commissioner, Fresno County

	Jerry Prieto

Dave Robinson
	Milton O’Haire,
Assistant Commissioner, Stanislaus County

	Bob Rolan


	

	
	


I. Executive Session – called to order at 10:00 am by Bob Rolan. Topics discussed included: PUE Deputy meetings; joint meeting with Sac Valley (11/22 – 23, 2009); BGS/gas tax options; and Long Range Planning (Bob Rolan re-appointed as SJVACASA representative to LRP committee through 2010; alternatives to licensing for CAC; LRP retreat, prioritization of topics, and use of a facilitator). SJVACASA meeting dates were set with locations to be determined at a later date (1/28, 2/25, 3/25 – 26, 5/27, 6/24, 7/22 – 23, 9/23, 10/28, and 11/18/2009).
II. Call to Order - Regular Session meeting was called to order at 11:30 am.

III. No additional items were added to the agenda.
IV. Approval of Minutes ~ the minutes from the July 23, 2008, meeting in Hanford were approved. 

V. Correspondence – none
VI. Treasurers Report ~ Checking account - $267.73; Savings account - $484.15 SJVACASA dues have been invoiced and are now due - $50 per member.

VII. CACASA Reports ~ 

IT Consultant Update ~ Rolan/Niswander

· 44 RFPs were submitted – 3 of those submitted bids; Webinar on 10/8/08 to discuss bids, interviews on 11/13/08; and recommendation by review committee at Winter Conference

            IMPAC Update: AgGIS/RMMS ~ Rolan/Niswander 
· Discussion of status of programs, software upgrades, obstacles for transition, and counties for IT consultant to look at and analyze the system utilized (potential locations -- Merced – AgGIS and Tulare/Kings – RMMS)
VIII. DPR ~ Shattuck
· DPR is in the process of amending the Parameters and Guidelines for Pesticide Use Reports related to State Mandate Claims. Jim Shattuck sent out an e mail earlier in the month if counties are interested in being notified of the pre-hearing set for late September. 

· Glenn Brank retired on September 17, and Chris Reardon announced that Lea Brooks is replacing Glenn once a budget is signed. Lea is currently the PIO of the California Dept. of Public Health. She has worked with DPR on several projects. Director Warmerdam will send out an official announcement.
· DPR will hold a VOC Emissions Inventory Workshop on Oct. 24, please see DPR Website for more information. DPR will update its VOC Fact Sheets. 
· Shattuck and Masuhara working with President Boitano to confirm dates for New CAC Orientation. Shattuck to send out a notice to all CACs. It appears that the orientation will be early November.
·  CACASA Board of Directors Assignment- CAC Records Retention. Shattuck has not received all record retention schedules from CACs. He will distribute a list at the conclusion of his report to those counties who have not sent them in. 

· Spray Safe Contract/Award monies has been approved by Director Warmerdam and Scott Hudson will handle the funds. Contact information: Ken Melban (Alliance for Food and Farming) (559-859-6811) is the Spray Safe contact.

· Chris Reardon discussed VOCs and current lawsuits.  DPR is still working on process with regard to implementation. Courts tossed out two lawsuits, Ventura County Ag Assoc and Judge Carlton’s court order. Appendix H was approved by ARB and OAL.  Shattuck passed out a DPR VOC (2 page) handout entitled, About the Pesticide VOC Emission Inventory.  If you need further information, visit DPR’s website. 
· DPR established a Statewide Pesticide Deputy Group so these staff will be receiving CAC Letters issued by the Department. If you wish to add more names, please e-mail Jim with the name and address. Thanks to Ada Ann Scott for establishing this list. 
·  Pesticide Watch is raising some issues with Vector Control Districts, regarding aerial applications for West Nile Virus. 
·  Ada Ann Scott reported that the Central Regional Office will have a person, Jim Walsh work side by side with her for six months, Shouldering Project. Jim Walsh will assist and learn Supervisor duties.
·  Effective Aug. 4, DPR granted two research authorizations to Arysta Life Science for Midas fumigant products containing the active ingredients, iodomethane and chloropicrin.  Coast counties affected for trials are Santa Cruz and Monterey.
·  DPR Summary of 2007 Residue Monitoring Report was posted on DPR’s Website. 
· SLO CAC fined US Agriseeds $9K for 27 violations stemming from a fumigant inspection. (WH&S violations)
·  DPR has met with the newer CACs. Director Warmerdam and Chief Deputy Reardon have recently met individually with all new CACs (9 total). It was a meet and greet format. 
· SLO working on a Public Service Announcement to Maint. Gardeners, part of a residual project. 
· Scheduled dates for DPR Inspection Procedures Training: Redding- Oct. 22, Sacramento- Oct. 23, Alameda (Dublin) - Oct. 29, San Diego - Nov. 5, Riverside (Coachella) - Nov. 6, Modesto- Nov. 12, Tulare- Nov. 13, Santa Barbara – Nov. 18, LA (Arcadia) - Nov. 19, and Monterey – Dec. 18.  NOTE: please see Enforcement Letter 08-27 for the confirmed dates – 9/19/08.
·  SB 1723- Maldonado Bill (Agriculture: pesticide recycling program and certification. This bill is on the Gov.’s desk for consideration to sign.
· AB 2223- Horton Bill. Structural Fumigation Enforcement Program ($5 fee) is on the Gov’s desk for consideration to sign. 
· Commissioner Gardner is moving forward with a School Protection Zone Regulations and ultimately a county ordinance. Public Hearing Comment period is over. 
· PML Branch at DPR issued new license numbers, please see PML Letter 08-03.
· DPR’s 2007 California Pesticide Use Annual Report due out by October 2008. The report will present pesticide use data for 13 crops and a number of active ingredients. 
· Please see WHS Letter to CACs, numbered 08-03 (Assignment of Case Numbers to Poison Control Reports). 
· DPR Enforcement Branch will issue a letter explaining SB 1206 (Calderon) Advertising Fumigation Work. This Bill goes into effect January 1, 2009.
· MITC Mitigation- DPR’s WHS Branch is revising the MITC Mitigation Document to reflect the requirements of the VOC regulations and will incorporate results from the new data submitted to DPR since the adoption of the regulations. DPR hopes to have the revisions complete by mid-October and have the suggested permit conditions reading in November 2008. Sue Edmiston will be requesting an expedited review by CACs when the draft document is released. 
·  Shattuck, Rentz, Lee, Sanders met with Solano, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Butte, Glenn, Yolo and Contra Costa CACs recently to discuss the State Water Board’s Delta Strategic Plan. The next meeting will be held with the five Delta Counties, DPR and the Exec. Officers of the State Water Board to further discuss what the role of the CAC will be in this area.
·  Preparing for Your Administrative Penalty Hearing (Brochure). DPR is finalizing this brochure that should be sent to all ACP Respondents in advance of the hearing. Check with your EBL for a copy.
·  CAC PUE Work Plans for 07/08 will be posted on the External DPR Website in October.
·  Notification and Application-Specific Information DPR Proposed Regs, comment period extended to 10-10-08. Public hearing once a state budget is approved will be held in Santa Barbara County.
·  Public Comment period closes 9-15-08 for DPR to designate Phosphine Gas and Magnesium Phosphide as a CA Restricted Material.  
a. VOC Update ~  Chuck Andrews
VOC meetings have been postponed to address the implementation of the SIP, reassess options in light of recent court decisions, and have rulemaking in place by 5/09 using 1990 as baseline year; regulations are needed to address what the benchmark will be, 1990 baseline, and delay of allowances. 2007 PUR data shows a reduction in non-fumigant use and new low emission application methods should attain 12% reduction. Application method restrictions need to be followed. 

         10/24/08 VOC inventory meeting will go forward – need is to address VOCs and    

          reformulation of non-fumigants by registrants (ex. Dow chlorpyrifos) which could  

          have a significant impact on emissions in SJV.
b. Notification and Application-Specific Information ~ Group/Shattuck
Check the DPR webpage for clarification on proposed regs and finalized package. OAL comment period is still open (see Shattuck’s report).
c. Record Retention Policies ~ Shattuck/Prieto
Follow-up on request to DPR from CACASA (PRAC) that they develop a county pesticide program record retention policy to be discussed at the Winter Conference. Policy information is to be sent to Jim Shattuck. He has already received a variety of responses. If you don’t have a department policy, check with your County Counsel to get a copy of your county record retention policy.
d. PRAMR: Uniform Reporting ~ Boze
Group discussion of PRAMR reporting of number of permittees vs. number of permits – SJVACASA is uniform in their reporting procedures.
IX. CDFA ~ Masuhara 
· CDFA Budget: Full funding for border stations, no hiring of retired annuitants
· CDFA Staff changes: Steve Shaffer has retired; Ken Trott has replaced him in Environmental Stewardship. 
· County exams: exam results were sent out last week – results were very disappointing.
· California Rural Crime Prevention Task Force: Kevin handed out brochures and discussed the program. They would like to come to the Winter Conference and do a presentation.
· Bovine TB status: ICP has been set up in Fresno, currently testing 200,000 cattle. TB accredited-free status was reclassified as modified accredited advanced in 9/08.
· PDCP Symposium: to be held in San Diego December 12 – 15, 2008

· Plant Health: 
LBAM – delimitation and trapping continues. There have been several new finds.
Gypsy Moth -- an egg mass survey will be done in Ventura County (Ojai).
Medfly (Pixley) – there have been no new finds for 3 life cycles. 
Oriental Fruit Fly – multiple finds.

· Asian Citrus Psyllid – ACP has been found in three areas of San Diego County. Foliar and soil-drench treatments are being done on 12 properties. Joint State and county surveys are being conducted with CDFA taking the lead on eradication efforts. DPR is working on SLN for products to use for ACP. 
            a.    Financial Statement Changes ~ Masuhara/Group
       DPR expenditure & revenues lines on the annual financial statement have been  

       moved in response to AB1713.
b. Asian Citrus Psyllid ~ Prieto 
ACP was addressed during CDFA report.
c.  Rodenticide Sales/Risk Mitigation Summary ~
CDFA will do a presentation on the impacts of the EPA rodenticide risk mitigation decision on rodenticide sales at the CAPCA meeting on 10/01/08.
d. Pest Detection Contracts ~ Prieto
No new changes from the previous reductions in funding.

e. Organic Spot Inspections ~ Masuhara/Prieto

Letter from Rick Jensen with regard to stopping organic spot inspections was in response to a complaint. Spot inspections will resume once the regs are in place.
f. Organic Civil Penalty Request ~ Masuhara
Request from Ray Green for number of ACP actions for organic program
g. Stone Fruit Export Program ~ Prieto
Not discussed.

h. WMA Minimum Requirements ~ Boze
WMA minimum requirement proposal was distributed to the group. Need to develop well-defined minimum requirements for Weed Management Areas, particularly with regard to distribution of funding. Comments and feedback need to be submitted to Boze prior to next meeting.
i. Pest Rating Subcommittee ~ Niswander
Subcommittee is working on revision and updating of current pest rating system—to change current “policy” to regulation for enforceability. Tim previously distributed a PowerPoint titled “California’s Action Oriented Pest Rating System – the Future” to the group. Points of discussion: plants sold as nursery stock, plants with weeds in the pots, how to deal with Q-rated pests.
j. PCIT ~ Group
Group discussion of USDA phyto fee collection: who will collect the $16 fee and how it will be collected. USDA feels that PCIT is the only mechanism for fee collection. What about the many exporters that do not use PCIT… This issue involves Board of Supervisors, MOUs, etc.
X.
Weights & Measures 
a. Surcharge on Fuel Purchases, Credit Cards & Debit Cards ~ Group

Discussion of issue: DMS notice on legal opinion of use of debit cards (cash or credit?), are checks the same as cash? Number of complaints with regard to this issue are increasing.
b. Altered Circuit Boards in Dispensers ~ Rolan
Illegal pulsar chips installed on diesel dispensers disable the pulsars and allow fuel to be stolen.

c. Federal Register Notice: Net Weight Compliance, Wet Tare ~ Group
USDA final rule with regards to the use of dry tare instead of wet tare for inspections of meat and poultry products packed at USDA plants. Any solutions added to meat or poultry are considered to be part of the product, including any free-flowing liquids. Group discussion about lack of communication with CDFA with regards to this issue and the 9/21/07 letter from the CDFA Secretary urging adoption of NIST Handbook 133 without incorporation of “wet tare” provisions.
d. Deputy Sealer Meeting Update ~ Rolan
Deputies wish to purchase scanner guns using monies from the QC trust fund. Due to restrictions on use of funds, each county will need to submit a separate request for equipment funding.
XI.
Other Topics

a.
Computer Users Conference ~ Group
24th Annual Golden State Computer Users Conference will be held November 19 – 21, 2008, at the Sheraton Park Hotel in Anaheim.

b.
Fresno State Career Fair ~ Niswander/Prieto
CACASA will reimburse $440 for the registration fee for the Fresno State Career Fair on 10/01/08 which also includes the Career Expo in February 2009.
c.
Alternative Licensing Pathways ~ Masuhara

Discussed in Executive Session
d.       Drought /Disaster Relief ~ Masuhara/Prieto 
Not discussed
e. Preservation of Strategic Farmland/American Farmland Trust ~ Prieto 
Presentation by Michael Darnell, California Policy Director, American Farmland Trust, on “What ag land is the most important to preserve for future generations?”
Considerations: cropping patterns, soil types, water availability

“Blue print” process (planning) with the “green print” incorporated into the process to guide future planning efforts for the SJV. Mike distributed maps to the SJV counties for them to mark the ag areas in each of their counties.

f. Agroterrorism Response Training ~ Niswander
WIFSS “Principles of Frontline Response to Agroterrorism and Food Systems’ Disasters” workshop will be held on October 7th and “Principles of Planning and Implementing Recovery” workshop on October 8th in Lemoore.
g. Emergency Animal Disposal Working Group ~ Niswander
Subcommittee pilot project on composting will be held next week at the Veterinary Training Center in Tulare
h. CASAP Article XIV ~ Niswander
Article XIV with regard to CASAP referred to in Article III, Section 3, of the CACASA Handbook doesn’t exist; item to be referred to the Personnel Standards Committee.    
XII. The meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm. The next SJVACASA area group meeting to be held jointly with the Sac Valley area group is scheduled for October 22 - 23, 2008, in Stockton.

         Submitted by Cathi Boze, Secretary
         “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”
REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


