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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


June 26, 2008 10:00 a.m.

Stanislaus County Agricultural Commissioner Office

MINUTES
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze

Gary Caseri


	Ada Scott, CDPR

Dennis Gudgel, retired CAC

	Tim Niswander
	Marilyn Kinoshita, Tulare County

	Jerry Prieto

Dave Robinson
	

	Bob Rolan


	

	
	


I. Executive Session – called to order at 10:30 am by Bob Rolan. Topics discussed included: CACASA Committee replacements -- Legislation: Dave Robinson; Long Range Planning: Bob Rolan (Scott Hudson will serve as Chair); Bio Control: Gary Kunkel; Pest Prevention: Tim Niswander;  Food Safety: Gary Caseri (Gary Kunkel will serve as Chair), and IT issues.
Note: The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office at the Stockton Airport has been re-scheduled for September 11, 2008.

II. Call to Order - Regular Session meeting was called to order at 11:10 am.

III. Several additional items were added to the agenda.

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ the minutes from the April 30, 2008, meeting in Madera were approved. 

V. Treasurers Report ~ Checking account - $271.73; Savings account - $483.73
VI. CACASA Reports ~
Niswander ~ Drafting a one page letter that is relatively generic to use for Board of Supervisors that outlines the scope of responsibility for the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures position – to be discussed during Personnel Standards Committee at the Interim


Exam Review Committee is meeting on 7/7/08 with Aileen Grizard to discuss: what written questions do the majority of deputy candidates miss?; problems with the passing rate on biologist exams, particularly the quarantine exam – do inspectors need more training or is it the exam questions; is it a regional problem with regard to the pass/fail rate; are the exam questions relevant to the job duties; short turn around for August exam and sign up for October exams – candidates won’t know if they passed or not prior to signing up to take exams – Kevin Masuhara will check on refunds if exams are not necessary (i.e. inspector passed the exam).


As of 7/1/2008, the County Exam function will move to the County/State Liaison Office under Kevin’s supervision.

VII. DPR ~ Ada Scott
· DPR staff changes: Ralph Shields is retiring 6/30/08 – rotational staff will take over his position until it is filled
· Kathy Boyle has begun a one year assignment with the CalEPA Enforcement Training Team coordinated by the Air Resources Board. Cliff Smith, Staff Environmental Scientist, will be Structural Liaison during her absence.

· Don Richmond has been promoted to the lead of Worker Health and Safety Branch’s Exposure Monitoring and Health Investigation Program. Michel Oriel will be taking his place at the Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program as contact for CAC staff.

· Enforcement Branch Liaison training is taking place this week at DPR with regard to county work plans and evaluations.
· Ada distributed copies of pesticide enforcement program statistical profiles for each county (covering 3 fiscal years) as well as the Statewide report. If there are any changes, notify your EBL.

· VOC meeting in Kings County on 7/10/08 at 9 am with Randy Segawa and his staff to discuss fumigation emission allowances for 2009.

· VOC ~  requests for changes in application methods (May – October) are normally not allowed such as lowering the dosage for fumigants – however, if DPR receives a lot of requests, it will need to contact county because of additional workload impact on CAC.
· VOC BCP for 2008/09 is going forward addressing workload issues

· Exams will be given in 7/08 and 8/08 in Sacramento for DPR licensees (QAL, QAC, PCA, etc.). License numbers are changing due to computer changes. Those with last names beginning with A – L will have their license numbers changed for 2009.

· ENF letters ~ Interim inspection checklist to capture new regulations required for VOCs dated 6/17/08 includes letter and instructions. Will be available in pesticide compendium in July. Checklist should be used beginning 7/01/08. 

· Update to Volume 3 of the compendium – Appendix C – reorganized permit conditions (primarily with regard to VOCs) so that as new methods or conditions become available they can be added to the end (ENF letter dated 6/25/08)

· ENF letter dated 6/26/08 addressed program planning and enforcement guidelines for new work plan (as agreed to at PRAC) includes timelines. Scope of what CAC does, perhaps similar to generic letter to the Board of Supervisors discussed by Tim, could be in the introduction to the work plans providing a broader view of responsibilities and roles of the CAC.
· Nan Gorder, Chief, Pesticide Enforcement, would like to expand ENF letter distribution to the deputies. SJVACASA as well as the rest of the area groups agree with the increased distribution.
a. CACASA IT Consultant ~ Rolan
RMMS and AgGIS programs, issues, and problems were discussed during Executive Session.

b. EPA final risk mitigation decision for ten rodenticides ~ Boze
This EPA decision released 5/28/08 requires that homeowner products only be sold in tamper-resistant bait stations and that second generation anticoagulants may not be sold to consumers. The ten rodenticides are: brodifacoum, bromadiolone, bromethalin, chlorophacinone, cholecalciferol, difenacoum, difethialone, diphacinone, warfarin, and zinc phosphide. The phase-in period for the new requirements will end June 4, 2011.
c. PUR Information Requests ~ Robinson
Discussion of an increasing number of PUR information requests under the Public Records Act to provide on-going information. DPR stated it is  their policy that such requests can ask for current in-house information and not for on-going data received in the future

d. SB 391  ~ Arroyo

Third year of legislation implementation requires that a pesticide protocol response be included in the area plan. Area plan is handled by Environmental Health and OES/County Fire. Grant monies are available for implementation of the regional plan ~ Area 5.
VIII. CDFA ~ Masuhara 
· Undersecretary George Gomes is retiring the end of June 2008.
· California Ag Vision in 2030 ~ four more listening sessions: 7/1 in San Luis Obispo, 7/2 in Tulare, 7/7 in Oxnard (in Spanish), 7/8 In Escondido
· Deputy written exams will be 8/27 – 29 and orals will be in April 2009
· DMS  ~ ½ price posting by gallon for fuel is not legal, can change to liters if dispensers can not be set for the higher per gallon fuel price
· Temperature compensation study survey has been sent to the CA Energy Commission

· Electronic transfer of report data to DMS is being implemented in four counties: El Dorado, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Santa Clara. There will be a demonstration at the Interim.

· NCWM Conference will be held 7/13 – 19, 2008, in Burlington, Vermont

· If considering purchasing new weights & measures equipment, remember to check with DMS to make sure that it is in compliance with NIST requirements

· New Farm Bill includes a reporting requirement for early pest detection component

· AB 2168 (Jones) addressing farm stands has been amended as of 6/10/08
· Bovine TB has been found in 2 more dairy herds in Fresno County & will result in a downgrading of status

· Dr. Robert Leavitt is now Assistant Director of Plant Health and Larry Bezark is Branch Director of Integrated Pest Control
· Medfly infestations in Dixon, San Jose, and Rolling Hills will be F3 in mid-August. Medfly was found in Tulare County between Pixley and Earlimart along west side of Hwy 99 – CDFA determined it was a wild male fly. Delimitation was begun on Father’s Day and only 180 traps were deployed due to dearth of host plants. 

· LBAM ~ eradication strategy has switched to SIT (sterile insect technique). No aerial applications of pheromones will occur in populated areas, but will continue in other areas of the infestation.
· Curly Top Virus ~ can’t treat the west Fresno foothills this year for leafhoppers because no U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service permit has been issued due to effect of malathion on endangered species (San Joaquin Kit Fox, kangaroo rat, blunt-nosed leopard lizard). Professor at UC Riverside has been doing research on this issue but hasn’t as yet submitted his report. This affects tomatoes, pepper, and other solanaceous crops. Growers are upset because CDFA didn’t consider any alternatives and sent out notices that there would be no spraying too late after crop choices were already made. Losses are estimated at 100% of organic crops and 10% of conventionally grown, primarily processing tomatoes. ESA is interfering with FIFRA. CAC will issue permits for the use of malathion on rangeland which will satisfy the CEQA on private land, but not the federal land such as BLM. Growers will need to plan cropping patterns for next year and want to use the assessment monies that they pay for this treatment program to pay PCOs for application on private land if CDFA isn’t going to do it.
a. Local Emergency Proclamations ~ Group
Group discussion of local emergency proclamations. 
b. Citrus Greening ~ Prieto
Citrus Greening (CG, also known as Huanglongbing) along with Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) has now been found in Louisiana as well as Florida and Texas. Asian Citrus Psyllid has been found in 3 locations in Tijuana, Mexico, 1.9 miles south of the U.S. border. Symptoms have been seen on citrus in Mexico previously but no psyllids had been found until now. The concern is not how ACP and CG will appear, but when.  Kevin will carry the message back to CDFA that a prevention program is required now and the current Citrus Greening Task Force should include Bob Atkins, San Diego CAC. The group’s concerns will be relayed to Richard Price for consideration by the Pest Prevention Committee.
c. Tulare Medfly Find ~ Kinoshita
Discussion was held of the Tulare medfly find during the CDFA report.
d. California Invasive Weeds Awareness Week (July 21 – 27, 2008) ~ Boze
Invasive Weed Awareness Week posters (‘thistle’ ruin your day…) and information on strategies for CIWAW were handed out to encourage the SJVACASA members to publicize the need to control and eradicate invasive weeds.
 “A Weed a Day, that’s all we ask!”

e. AB 2921 (Laird) ~ Prieto

Proposed amendments to Williamson Act that strengthen Department of Conservation authority to decertify cities or counties if material breach of contract. 25% penalty for super Williamson Act contracts (20 year contracts).

f. Japanese Beetle Find  ~ Robinson

A single male Japanese Beetle was trapped on June 23, 2008, in Merced. 490 traps have been deployed over 59 square miles. They are servicing the core area today. Both the FedEx facility and the Merced airport are in the vicinity of the find. CDFA has provided assistance with grids, traps, and in addition will service the traps. 
g. California Beekeepers Association meeting  ~ Caseri
Meeting was held in Sacramento on June 24, 2008, and was attended by A.G. Kawamura, Gerry Miller, and Mary Pfeiffer. The Association wants to revitalize the Apiary Advisory Board and revise the Apiary Protection Act. Code changes include: an assessment of $1/hive on all hives (both resident and non-resident); use assessment funds primarily for research; eliminate mandatory distribution to counties of 5/8 of assessment (FAC 29032 (b)); fund reasonable CAC costs; and increase county registration fees to $50 from current $10 fee. Gene Brandi (Merced beekeeper) will review/edit the code and Gerry and Mary will help also. Proposal will go to the full membership in 11/08 and they will then move it to the legislature as urgency legislation.

h. Kevin Masuhara ~ It was the consensus of the group that Kevin is doing a great job as CDFA County/State Liaison and should be commended!
IX.
Weights & Measures 

a. Recommendation from Deputy Sealers (4/28/08) 
Request to submit a proposal to request funding from the CACASA QC Trust Fund to conduct a statewide scanner survey. Survey proposal would include monies for scanner equipment for the counties to use in conducting the survey. MSC to refer recommendation for monies for scanner equipment purchase to L&R committee.
XI.     The meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm. The next SJVACASA area group meeting is scheduled 

           for July 23, 2008, in Hanford.

         Submitted by Cathi Boze, Secretary
         “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”
REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


