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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


REGULAR SESSION AGENDA

March 25, 2009 – 10:00 am
Mariposa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

March 26, 2009 – 12:30 pm

Merced County
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
	Glenn Fankhauser, Deputy Director, Kern County

	Cathi Boze, Mariposa County

Gary Caseri, Stanislaus County
Carol Hafner, Fresno County

Gary Kunkel, Tulare County 

Tim Niswander, Kings County

Dave Robinson, Merced County

Rob Rolan, Madera County 

Scott Hudson, San Joaquin County
	Jim Walsh, CDPR

Stella McMillin, CA Department of Fish & Game
Kevin Masuhara, CDFA (March 26th)


	
	


Executive Session ~ 
Topics discussed included: CACASA/State Relations Committee Update, UCGT, Mill Assessment Refunds, CEDTS, and fee increases.
I. Call to Order ~  Rolan

 Regular Session meeting was called to order at 10:10 am on March 25, 2009, by  

 Robert  Rolan, San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman.

II. Additional Agenda Items~ group
Several items were added to the agenda
III. Approval of Minutes ~~ group 
M/S/P to approve the minutes of February 25, 2009

IV. Treasurer’s Report ~ Robinson

Checking account - $1,147.16; Savings account - $51.00 

M/S/P to approve report. No change from last month

V. DFG Pesticide Unit  ~ Stella McMillin, Environmental Scientist Pesticide Investigations Unit, Department of Fish and Game
· DFG pesticide unit is housed in Rancho Cordova – statewide coverage

          -- Supervisor – Brian Finlayson

          -- DFG pesticide use – Joel Trumbo

          -- DFG Pesticide investigations - Stella McMillin
· Discussion of Pesticide Wildlife issues

          --Canada Goose die-off in Monterey County last summer

          --rodenticide landscape is changing (old products & new products)

          --Kern County Study on San Joaquin Kit Fox (urban anticoagulant use)
          --Raptor study with Terry Salmon (monitoring birds)
                    -- involved with LBAM -- toxicity tests on fish with products used in the         

                       program (did not affect fish even when products were applied directly to          

                       the fish)
                   -- Fish and Game released a report attributing the 2007 bird die-off in Santa  

                      Cruz to red tide conditions, not LBAM program products 
                   -- Complaints about the DFG investigation process 

· Process to involve DFG pesticide unit

         --DFG warden or CAC notifies DFG unit

         --Sampling is conducted (animal/water samples in DFG lab)

         --wardens take action

         -- notify CAC if incident involves a label violation

         --Pesticide incidents have been decreasing every year over the last 10 –  

           15 years

· Involvement with CAC

        --Annual visits to area groups

        --meet with PUE deputies

        --go with Victoria Hornbaker (CDFA)  to weed & vert deputy meetings

VI. DPR
a. Liaison Report ~ Jim Walsh (CRO) (Note: CAC Liaisons not attending due to Oral Exams)
· Spray Safe Program. Director Warmerdam, Lea Brooks, and Jim Shattuck attended the Ventura Spray Safe Kick-Off Meeting in Ventura on March 12. This was the first meeting of industry, CAC, and the Spray Safe Coalition. It was well received with over 400 people attending the event. It was modeled after the Kern County kick-off event, backed by Farm Bureau, and had translators available on site for the program. The Spray Safe Program is designed to reduce spray drift, enhance worker safety, and protect public health through more effective communications. DPR has provided funding for this Program. Two additional events will be held, one in Stanislaus County and the other in San Joaquin County- dates to be determined.  These will need to be adapted for these counties and expanded into other areas, perhaps air and water.
· Next DPR/CAC Structural Training will be held in Dublin, CA on April 20 - 22.  Please refer to Enforcement Letter No. 09-03. It was already held in Stockton and Scott commented that it was valuable training.
· Comments on Compendium Volume 8: Guidelines for Interpreting Pesticide Laws, Regulations, and Labeling (draft) are due March 30 and he is working on Volume 1 – General Administration of the Pesticide Use Enforcement Program (draft will be out this summer)
· Walsh will be updating the Inspection Manual

--group discussion about new regulations that will require ANSI approved safety glasses

--Why if already have brow & temple protection (but not ANSI)? Hard to justify or explain – why fine?

--SJVACASA will comment as an area group

· Breaking the Barriers Training for CAC Staff. This training is being held on April 2 in Fresno, and April 15 in Monterey County. Please refer to Enforcement Letter 09-02. There is a registration deadline for each of the trainings. 

· Roy Rutz. Interpretation of bee labeling statements on pesticides. (ex. Spinosad)

--gray areas: bees active/bees visiting sites

                        --agreements between growers and beekeepers

                        --RT (residual toxicity) on label – can spray at night and the pesticide can  

                          still be there in the morning; if no RT, then DPR doesn’t recognize  

                          toxicity 

· Walsh updated the group on his status – his shouldering in CRO is only through the end of April. After that there will be a weekly rotation of Walsh/Bloodworth/Herrera as supervisors to fill the short-term supervisory needs.
· Walsh is working on finalizing the 2009 work plans in order to get them on the web

· DPR Air Monitoring Projects. UCD’s Western Center for Agricultural Health and Safety is studying the health of approximately 400 farm worker families in Mendota (Fresno County) over several years. For details see http://agcenter.ucdavis.edu/research/current.php. DPR will be assisting with a smaller study aimed at 100 families as part of the UCD project above. Environmental Monitoring Branch staff will provide support for air monitoring; specifically DPR will measure indoor and outdoor air concentrations of multiple pesticides.

· DPR is conducting a reevaluation of neonicotinoids (primarily imidacloprid) which is used for GWSS and area wide spraying.

b. AB 622 ~ Group

DPR is doing a bill analysis

CAAA is very concerned about the proposed 3.3 mile restriction (goes back to the broadest area for the LBAM checkmate application) – it would shut down aerial spraying in California. Proposing a field day for legislators to demonstrate an aerial application using a dye, having a fully equipped plane for them to view, and having a map showing problems if 3.3 mile restriction was in place

Problem will be: if not 3.3 miles, then what? Too many variations exist throughout the State

c. Meeting with Activists ~ Group

Group discussion ~ meeting will be held in Bakersfield at 10 am on 5/28/09 with DPR representation 

d. Compendium, Vol. 8: Deputy Comments ~ Group

As previously discussed, comments will be submitted to DPR
VII. CACASA 

a. Conference Committee Update ~ Hudson

Possible location for the 2010 Spring Conference – Alameda County
b. CACASA/State Relations Committee Update ~ Hudson

Discussed during Executive Session.

c. Board of Director’s Conference Call ~ Rolan

                 Executive Director RFP: business arm/deal with legislature – broad picture

                             Facilitator/enthusiastic

                 Washington D.C. trip was well received. Need to sustain presence. Tim 
                 Cansler is a good investment.

d. Spring Conference Issues, Agenda Items ~ Group

Group discussion.
e. Webinar Training Report ~ Niswander

                Group discussion – it’s a learning process, some problems with telephones,  

                headphones, microphone, etc.

f. CDFA Licensing Proposal ~ Group

                Group discussion: need tribal (historical) knowledge, minimum requirements, 
                 both licenses, legislative change to CCR sections 108 and 105

                 --CDFA proposal: all ag, no w&m

                 --current system is unacceptable to many CAOs and BoS – need to change
                 --need to expand the pool of candidates

                 --Licensing and hiring are two separate issues and shouldn’t be lumped 
                    together

                 --Deputy: written exam only/eliminate the oral

                 --CAC: maintain oral, no written exam

g. Colony Strength Procedures Update ~ Caseri

                Gary will meet with Rick Gurrola (North) and Mark Black (Sac Valley) to sign 
                off on procedures. Rick has some concerns about the guidelines: brood 
                inspection in alfalfa, substandard frames, and cursory standards.
h. FSA Issues/Conference Representative ~ Robinson
                Group discussion of the current drought situation in California and the  

                 rangeland disaster assistance programs. 
                 --Need uniformity; an annual survey only if necessary. California FSA is  

                   looking at setting the time period for obtaining assessments between mid-  

                  June and late August. The assessments can vary from measurements of 
                  grass clippings to assessments based on rainfall, calf weights, the degree of 
                  supplemental feeding, rancher surveys, etc
                --There are already issues on the Westside – short forage is already headed                

                  out

                --Fresno will re-affirm their current drought situation (50% loss).

                 --There will be a presentation by USDA/FSA on drought, disaster 
                    declarations, and the implications of the 2008 Farm Bill at the Spring 
                    Conference.

i. CACASA Brochures ~ Group

No discussion.
j. CACASA.org/Minutes ~ Rolan

                Contra Costa County is helping with getting the area group and committee 
                minutes on the website. Recruitment sections may need to be updated – each 
                county should check. Also need to standardize names to facilitate a search.

k. UCGT, Mill Assessment Refunds ~ Group
                Discussed during Executive Session.

l. Computer User Conference ~ Group

                Hold conference in 2010 due to downturn in the economy and travel 
                restrictions, etc.

m. 09/10 RIFA  Contracts ~ Rolan

                All contracts are continuing, but with decreases in extra help positions
VIII. CDFA/DMS 
a. Weather Related Crop Losses ~ Group
Freeze issues from San Joaquin County to Kern County – not sure how much damage has been sustained at this point

b. Triticale Survey ~ Rolan

Group discussion: triticale is grouped in with wheat as a commodity. No way to separate it out and track it.
c. Seedless Mandarin Honeybee Coexistence Regulations~  Hafner

--Affects Madera, Fresno, Tulare, and Kern Counties

--Some growers and beekeepers will be able to resolve the situation, but if they can’t resolve the problems, what then?

--Comment period is through 4/13/09 – discussion about response as an area group or CACASA? Should just be the 4 counties that are directly impacted

--increased workload for the CAC with no change in the outcome; conflicts with regulation dates

d. Switchgrass for Bio-fuel  ~ Kunkel

--B-rated plant that is allowed in both the nursery and seed trade

--different types, some are less invasive

--pest rating subcommittee: since it’s B-rated, it is up to the CAC, if it becomes weedy, then don’t allow it

-- Tulare wants to try it; Fresno has field plots at several research centers

--Carol passed out a handout on switchgrass
e. USDA Pest ID~  Arroyo

--No official identifier in Kern County and must transport pests to other counties for identification

--USDA should assist with training, equipment, and establish a regional ID network and digital imaging – it is a federal program

--would be onerous and expensive on industry, CDFA is not available after hours and on weekends

--Stanislaus County has a digital imager, is training an identifier, and is available to assist

--San Joaquin County would like to be included due to the digital imaging and the improved service

--Regional network would: serve industry, benefit CDFA and CACs, increase credibility, and be a valuable resource

--It was M/S/P by SJVACASA to endorse the San Joaquin Regional Valley Identification Proposal for Exports concept with amendments (add San Joaquin County to the regional network area covered) and send a letter of support for the concept to USDA/APHIS/PPQ. 
f. Deputy Referral: USDA Pest Data Base  ~ Arroyo

--Group discussion – what is the data to be used for? Not supported by industry
--USDA wants CAC to do the data collection for them – to have the identifiers provide the data to USDA
--Response to the deputy group: thank you for the information, but we had not had any such request from USDA 

g. TYLCV Update ~

· Bob Wynn CDFA says that would require a statewide survey to determine the infested areas; no quarantine without the survey

· Industry says that you know if you have TYLCV or not. Industry wants an interior quarantine instead of protection zones; wants certification to move plants from an infested area to a non-infested area

· UC says that the reservoir is not an issue with this virus

· Counties don’t have the resources to absorb the workload costs; need source of funding

· Nick Condos will be sending a letter asking for county regulatory cost figures for the TYLCV program

· County needs to know the workload and procedures

· CDFA concerns: unfunded mandate aspect & cost of statewide survey

· CAC concerns: how much for protection zone program? What are the CDFA protocols for inspection? How to (and who will) pay for greatly increased workload for this program?

h. Liaison Report ~ Masuhara

      (Note: CAC Liaisons will not be attending due to Oral Exams)

       March 2009 Area Group Meetings

     General

· On February 20, 2009 the Governor signed a budget package which made changes to the FY 2008-09 Budget and approved the FY 2009-10 Budget.  CDFA is awaiting detailed information on the impacts to the Department for both years.  In the meantime, the FY 2008-09 General Fund savings requirements are still in place.  When more detailed information on the budget is given to CDFA, an update will be provided to the counties. 

· The proposed regulations required by Chapter 324, Statutes of 2007 (formerly AB 771) were published in the California Regulatory Notice Register on February 27, 2009.  This begins the forty-five day public comment period.

· General Counsel, Linda Berg-Gandara will be leaving CDFA in mid-March.  She is returning to the Department of Justice.

· State employee furloughs will transition to a self-directed model.  This allows state offices to operate on normal business days.  Staff will work with management to choose furlough days that are least disruptive.


Administrative Services Division

· Letters notifying the agricultural commissioners of their share of the Unclaimed Gas Tax subvention will be sent in early March, with payment to be issued in mid- to late March. 

· Mike Cleary has been appointed to the position of Emergency Management Liaison for the Division of Administrative Services.  In this capacity, Mike will represent CDFA in many of the emergency management committees and ad hoc groups.  Mike will also work with the Plant and Animal programs to coordinate needed administrative support during emergency responses.


County Licensing

· Oral exams will be held from March 23rd to April 10th.  The following are the locations, dates, and rotating panel members.  Jim Shattuck and Kevin Masuhara will be on all panels.

· Tulare- March 23rd and 24th (Scott Hudson, Gary Castro)

· Redding- March 25th (Mark Quisenberry, Gary Castro)

· San Diego- March 30th (Mike Boitano, Kristen Macey)

· Arcadia- March 31st (Mike Boitano, Kristen Macey)

· Fairfield- April 6th and 7th (Bob Atkins, Roger Macey)

· Sacramento- April 8th and 9th (Bob Atkins, Roger Macey)


Division of Measurement Standards

· National Weights and Measures Week is March 1 to 7, 2009.

· The California Energy Commission has postponed the ATC hearing until 


March 11, 2009.

· There have been an increasing number of reports of inappropriate scales being used in the purchasing of gold.  Please keep DMS informed of any complaints your offices receive.


Pierces Disease/ Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Program

· A comprehensive program overview was recently presented to the Wine Institute to help stakeholders better understand what the program has accomplished.  PD/GWSS staff are planning outreach efforts to present the information to local groups in the upcoming months.

Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division

· Asian Citrus Psyllid (San Diego and Imperial Counties)

· A nymph was found by a PCA in a young citrus block.  This is the first find in a production agricultural setting.

· A new trap for ACP is being evaluated.  It is hoped it will be more effective than the current traps in use.

· New detections occurred in the Niland area of northern Imperial county.

· An additional 400 meter treatment area will be established in Jamul.  A public meeting to discuss will be scheduled.

· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)

· USDA-APHIS conducted an open house for the Moss Landing facility in late February.

· Robert Dowell will meet with Napa and Sonoma county Agricultural Commissioners to discuss possible release sites for sterile moths.

· The Department of Fish and Game released a report attributing the 2007 bird die-off in Santa Cruz to red tide conditions.

· Various Fruit Fly Projects

· Mex Fly in Azuza is estimated to be eradicated by July 9, 2009 with no further detections.  Ground treatments are projected to be completed


April 1.  Sterile releases continue over a 13 square mile area at a rate of 
500,000 per square mile.

· OFF in Lakewood, LA County.  MAT is projected to be completed by April 15th.

· Med Fly in San Diego County.  Spring Valley ground treatments are expected to continue until May 10th.  EL Cajon ground treatments should finish by March 28th, sterile releases continue in both areas.

· Gypsy Moth (Ventura County)

· Bt treatments began on March 9, 2009 and will require 60 days to treat the infested area.   Limited activist activity was reported at the beginning of the treatments.

· A High Risk Pest Exclusion committee meeting will be held on March 11 to discuss FY 2009-10 strategies.
VII.
OTHER
a. Fee Increases ~ Rolan
    Discussed during Executive Session.

b. Drought Meeting ~ Group
-- will meet in Merced for the Drought meeting and then continue with the area group meeting
           c. Nominations ~ Group
                Chairman ~ Ruben Arroyo

                Vice Chairman ~ Gary Caseri

                Secretary ~ Cathi Boze

                Treasurer ~ Dave Robinson

                Board of Directors: Dave Robinson (2010) also Finance

                                               Ruben Arroyo (2011)
e. CEDTS  ~ Robinson

Discussed under Executive Session
.     Adjournment ~
· The meeting adjourned at 4:20 pm. March 25, 2009, in Mariposa.

· The meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm. March 26, 2009, in Merced.

· Next SJVACASA meeting will be on May 27, 2009, in Tulare.

         
     Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

                 “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”
