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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


March 6-7, 2008

Kern County Agricultural Commissioners Office

          1001 South Mount Vernon, Bakersfield, California 93307
MINUTES

	Present
	Guests

	Dave Robinson
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Dennis Gudgel

Scott Hudson
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Ada Scott, CDPR

	Bob Rolan 

Gary Kunkel
	

	David Moore
	

	Tim Niswander
	

	Jerry Prieto


	


I. Executive Session – called to order at 9:00am, March 7 by Dave Robinson. Topics discussed included:  SJVACASA Nominations for CACASA; Committee assignments; CACASA Interim meeting fees; CACASA-Washington D.C. presence; VOC’s
II. Call to Order - Regular Session meeting was called to order at 10:23 am. 

III. Additional Agenda Items were added to the agenda.

IV. Approval of Minutes - the minutes from the January 30, 2008 meeting in Madera were approved.

V. Correspondence – none.

VI. Treasurers Report - Checking account - $568.16; Savings account - $483.28.

VII. Reports - 
      A)  DPR Liaison ~ Shattuck
· Matt Boghosian, Deputy Secretary Cal-EPA want to meet with the area group regarding a soon to be released enforcement report (Enforcement Working Group)
· Chairman Robinson will send a letter to Nan Gorder regarding the use of an electronic signature on a permit.

· San Bernardino County is charging standby fees for Branch 1 application inspections; PCOC is challenging that policy.
· Ventura County may pursue legislation that would allow the CAC to charge a fee for (pesticide) permits.
· Randy Segawa is working on relaxed regulatory requirements for metam sodium applications performed during evening hours.

· Discussed a violation that was issued by the SJV Air District regarding an illegal smoke column by an aerial applicator. 
· SB 1723 is a spot bill for pesticide recycling containers.
· Ada Scott will set up appointments to meet with SJV CAC’s and/or pesticide deputies to discuss the processing and review of decision reports.
B)  CDFA Liaison ~ Masuhara

· Budget cuts have the potential to affect contracts but there are many unknowns at this time; all General Fund spending is being scrutinized.

· Gas tax warrants will be distributed by mid-March; letters were sent out to counties on March 5.  The group requested that Kevin send out a spread sheet showing the distribution to each county.

· Written exams have been scored and the results are being sent out. The oral exam schedule is being prepared; they will be held at numerous sites throughout the state beginning in April.  The group discussed the proposed format.

· Another Deputy written exam will be held in August; Inspector exam in May.

· Bovine TB update: ten herds are being tested weekly and no human health effects have been detected to date.
· Asian Gypsy Moth was detected in LA County; another medfly was found in Rolling Hills; LBAM opposition remains high making eradication efforts difficult.  
· Weights & Measures:  W & M week celebrates 209 years; two public service announcements available on NCWM website; the DMS lab was recently accredited to international standards; the field code and reference manual has been updated.

VIII. CDFA Items -
1. IPM/BIO Conference agenda items ~ Prieto

Send suggestions for IPM conference agenda items to Jerry Prieto
2. Colony Strength Inspections/Protocol ~Rolan
Reviewed the SJV inspection protocol.  With the increasing cost of hives and grower interest, counties that have discontinued colony strength inspections may want to reconsider their position.  It was suggested that a regional inspector training session be held for interested counties to improve skills and uniformity. 
3. Bees from Texas and RIFA; 4. Inspections at border stations; 5. Texas certification  ~ Rolan/Robinson
Discussion of RIFA-infested hives dropped in organic orchard; ants were not detected at Border Station.  There is concern that Border Station personnel are unfamiliar with protocols and need training; that adequate inspections are not made under poor lighting conditions (night), etc.  The stations are the “first line of defense” and counties need to have confidence in the quality of their inspections before the loads are allowed to proceed to destination.  Issues from a RIFA meeting held in Fresno with Art Gilbert and staff were also discussed, including a suggestion to pursue amendment of Food & Ag Code section 29072. There was insufficient time to pursue this matter; it will be taken up at the April 24-25 area group meeting in Mariposa.  
4. Organic Inspection Training ~ Robinson

Reminder of upcoming training; various locations.
5. Weed Management Area minimum requirements ~ Robinson
All SJV counties are involved in a WMA.  Insufficient available information for further discussion.  This matter will be taken up at the April area group meeting in Mariposa.  
IX. DPR:

1. Proposed Inspection Form Revisions  ~ Rolan 
PUE deputies recently met with DPR personnel (Jim Walsh, Kevin Gonzalez, and Valerie Wilson) to discuss proposed changes to inspection forms.  Revisions are intended to reflect regulatory changes.  The deputies had a number of concerns associated with the changes including the increased workload that would result.  Karen Francone will compile the deputy group comments and forward them to the area group.  
2. Activist Groups Meeting ~ Kunkel
This item was not discussed.
3. Regional Water Board’s request for comments on the “Tentative Conditional Waiver for Disaster Related Wastes” - Niswander
It was noted that the Central Valley Water Quality Control Board has only met once with the Mortality working group and there were concerns that this proposal might conflict with their work.  Additional information is needed. 

X. The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm. The next SJVACASA area group meeting is scheduled for April 24-25, 2008, in Mariposa.
Submitted by Bob Rolan for 

Cathi Boze, Secretary
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