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Joint Meeting with Sac Valley Ag Commissioners Group
Minutes
Friday June 20th, 2008; 8:00 am – 12:00pm

Cal Lodge

19818 Donner Pass Road

Norden, CA 95724

530-426-9900

530-251-8129


In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 



 Rick Gurrola, Tehama County

Louie Mendoza, Yuba
County


             Mike Boitano Amador County

Jim Donnelly, Lassen County



 Richard Price Butte County


Mary Pfeiffer, Shasta County


             Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County


Harry Krug, Colusa County


             Jim Allen, Solano County

Mary Mutz, Calaveras County


 Dave Bengston, Mendocino County

Jeff Pylman, Nevada County 



 Joe Moreo, Modoc County

Guests:

Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison

            Ralph Shields, CDPR







Item 1
Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 7:50 a.m.
Item 2
Additional Agenda Items
California Bee Association (CBA) expressed an interest in reestablishing the Apiary Advisory Board. There was an interest in a colony assessment for apiary research.
Item 6

D. Referral from Pest Prevention Committee to area group concerning Phytosanitary recertification exams

· Price discussed with the group his experiences with the phytosanitary recertification examinations. Concerns were regarding the length of time preparing for the exam and the qualifications for the exams for county, state and federal agencies. It was suggested that the biologist’s phyto record should be taken into account when considering when recertification classes need to be taken.
Item 9

                  A. CDFA County / State Liaison Report

June 2008 Area Group Meetings

General
·   Undersecretary George Gomes will be retiring in the near future. No word yet of a possible replacement.
· The SHARE Ag Vision listening sessions have begun.  In May, one was held in Redding and another in Sacramento.  In July, four sessions are planed for:

· San Luis Obispo on July 1

· Tulare on July 2

· Oxnard on July 7

· Escondido on July 8

Details on time and location can be found at: www.cdfa.ca.gov/agvision
Administrative Services Division

· County Licensing Exams

· The next administration of the Deputy Commissioner/Sealer written exam will be held August 25 to 29, 2008.  The final filing date is June 27, 2008.  Candidates passing this administration will participate in oral exams during April 2009.

· The Exams Unit is currently auditing the returned material from the Agricultural Biologist/Weights and Measures Inspector written exams that were administered the week of May 19th to 23rd.

· Ag. Biologist and W&M Inspector Degree Lists

· A degree list for each license type (Agriculture or Weights and Measures) is being reviewed by CDFA staff.  Once the review is complete, the lists will be distributed to the counties.  A request to add non-listed degrees will be reviewed and approved by CACASA and then forwarded to CDFA for consideration.  CDFA staff will review and make recommendations to the Secretary on adding to the list or not.

· Distribution of Interest

· The total amount allocated to the counties for FY 2006-07 interest earnings was $326,841.84.  The State Controllers issued the checks on May 23rd.

Animal Health and Food Safety Services

· For the Southern area group meeting, Rita or Lisa from ASERS will attend and provide an update on disaster planning efforts.

Division of Weights and Measures

· Half price posting for fuel is not legal.  For stations that cannot accommodate rising prices per gallon, they can convert to selling by the liter.  A DMS Notice on this topic from 2005 is available.  See me if you need a copy.
· The California Energy Commission held a public workshop on June 5th to accept comment on the fuel temperature survey conducted by DMS.
· The regulation package for Hydrogen Fuel Standards was submitted to CDFA Legal on June 4th.  After Legal’s approval, it will be sent to OAL.
· El Dorado, Los Angeles, Santa Clara and San Diego counties are now able to electronically transfer county monthly report data to CDFA/DMS.
· The comment period for the Electric Meter regulations ends on July 7th.
· If you are considering the purchase of new equipment, be sure to check with DMS first to ensure compliance with NIST requirements.
Inspection Services Division

· The Certified Farmers’ Market Advisory Committee will meet in Sacramento on June 9 at 10:00 am.  It is likely that AB 2168 will be discussed for hours on end.

Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division

· Staffing Changes

· Effective immediately, Dr. Robert Leavitt will assume the role of Assistant Director for PHPPS.  Larry Bezark will assume Branch Chief Responsibilities for the Integrated Pest Control branch.

· LBAM

· A hearing on the proposed regulations for Santa Barbara County is tentatively scheduled in Carpentaria on June 30th.

· The infested areas in Marin, Solano and Contra Costa counties will expand.

· The Half Moon Bay infested area will merge with San Francisco.

· Mexican Fly

· Sterile insect release will finish on June 5th.

· Barring any new finds, F3 should be around July 30th.

· Med Fly

· F3 for all three infested areas (Dixon, San Jose and Rolling Hills) will be around mid-August.
· Find in Pixlie, Tulare County 
· Weed Management Areas
· Question on Salary survey and other duties performed by commissioners. Kevin asked for ICS perspective. State would like to be aware of all authority of commissioners.

· Oversight committee met March 13th and decided on allocations for administrative, BASE, SUPPLEMENTAL and research. 

· Research Requests for Proposal distributed May 31st a total of $135,000 of competitive dollars available.  Proposals due to CDFA August 1st. 

· WMA Supplemental announcements and supporting documents distributed in mid-May. $243,000 available which is competitive with proposals due July 15th

· $16,758 available as BASE funding per County partner of a WMA.

· WMA Oversight committee will convene in August 2008 to review and rank proposals.

· All information available online http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ipc/weedmgtareas/wma_index_hp.htm
· Japanese dodder

· Statewide survey began May 1st.

· Seven new detections for calendar year 2008
· A discussion followed regarding County responsibility for trapping programs and the overall management from CDFA. Concerns were receptivity to materials presented, funding, contracts and the need to begin trapping efforts. USDA funding has been decreased and program funds have not been allocated. State is looking for biological proposals for programs statewide before they work out additional details. The same issues are affecting high risk. There will be farm bill money eventually. Other moneys were applied to dog teams.

Item 7

 D. High Risk Pest Exclusion

Richard Price led a discussion about high risk funding and the development of the 08/09 program. CDFA has had a change in knowledgeable employees. The Fresno dog team found funding other than the county high risk money. The Tulare med fly find will take some of the high risk money. The state is looking to modify their program. The state is looking at options for border inspection stations and county detection programs. The counties need at least a letter of intent from the state to continue with their programs if contracts are not made available.

  C Farm Bill
The bill has gone through senate over ride. We are waiting for USDA. In January USDA will get the program together. We will have to work with USDA from January to March to get the money where we need it. High risk should have a faster tract than pest detection.
E. Weed Free-Mineral – Bengston.
Sand and gravel pits have asked the county to examine their yards. Other counties have certified sand and gravel yards free of weed seeds.. Butte County does this work under contract with Caltrans. Mendocino weed management area wants best management practices and standards applied to sand and gravel delivery for all roads. Modoc had issues with weeds being spread in county by road crews.  

F. Embossed Certified Producer Certificates. 

Some certificates are coming with stamped not embossed certificates.
Mary asked that certificates come embossed not stamped.

G. CDFA online reporting system problems- Louie

Counties have had issues with CDFA online monthly reporting. Some reports have been kicked out and not received. Some of the programs will not print out the forms. Reports 1, 6, and 7 were mentioned as having issues. 

Kevin said that the state is working on the removing the bugs from the reporting system. 
Respectfully submitted

Jim Donnelly
