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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Joint Meeting with Northern Commissioners Group
Minutes for June 19th, 2008 Only
Thursday June 19th, 2008; 12:00 pm – 5:00pm

Friday June 20th, 2008; 8:00 am – 12:00pm
Cal Lodge

19818 Donner Pass Road

Norden, CA 95724
530-426-9900
In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Rick Gurrola, Tehama County

Frank Carl, Sacramento County



Mike Boitano, Amador County

Jim Donnelly, Lassen County




Louie Mendoza, Yuba County

Mary Pfeiffer, Shasta County




Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County


Harry Krug, Colusa County




Jim Allan, Solano County

Mary Mutz, Calaveras County




Dave Bengston, Mendocino County

Jeff Pylman, Nevada County 




Joe Moreo, Modoc County

Guests:

Ed Williams, CDFA - DMS




Jim Shattuck, CDPR Liaison

Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison



Ralph Shields, CDPR





Item 1
Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm
Item 2
Additional Agenda Items
A. Water allocation meeting – 
· Update provide by Mark Q. regarding upcoming DWR Resource Management Strategy Workshop in Sacramento on August 6, 2008. DWR is requesting a 20% reduction of surface water allocation.
B. PIR – 
· Discussion on “password issues” when trying to obtain information from the program. Louie Mendoza to send email to Jim Shattuck on this issue. (email sent on 6-23-08) also Dave Bengston will be contacting George Farnsworth regarding this issue 
C. Negotiated Settlements – 
· Discussion on “negotiated” settlements and agricultural civil penalties. Negotiated settlements not allowed for agricultural civil penalties
D. Medfly Grower Cost Reimbursement –

· Solano County’s legislative platform will include grower reimbursement for losses in marketing commodities and operational costs associated with Medfly. 
E. AgGIS update –

· Mark Black provided update on AgGIS, his board of supervisors has approved Pat Way’s contract  
· PRAC made $30,000.00 available for 30 counties. 

· AgGIS in process of installing all servers in participating counties.

· Second oversight committee for AgGIS was held via conference call

· Imperial, Riverside & Tuolumne Counties to have servers installed after July 1, 2008.

Item 3
Approval of 4-25-08 Meeting Minutes (Sac Valley) – M/S/P 


Northern minutes approved pending lack of quorum, will vote at their next meeting for approval
Item 4
Correspondence

A. Response to Madera County - computers users group request – Black
· Black provide update approving request of Madera county to join the sac 


valley and northern computer users group  

B. Response to Sacramento Valley Deputy Agricultural Commissioners Association 
1. A,B,C and Q rated noxious weeds as nursery stock - Black
2. Biologists and W&M Inspector exams - Black
· Black provided update on status that the above two issues had been
 addressed

Item 5
Treasurer’s Report – Sac Valley currently has $360.05 in treasury, after paying $550.00 for Cal Lodge and $250.00 for deposit.

North Group currently has $1,004 in treasury minus the $250.00 for Cal Lodge. Have $759.00 in account
A. Common Bank for Northern Region (North Group) – the north group discussed their banking issues and were to place their funds  
Item 6
CACASA Issues
A. Committee appointment report and committee assignments – Mutz & Pylman
· This item was discussed after the adjournment of the joint meeting with the north and was a sac valley item only. The following persons have been appointed to the following committees for the  Sac Valley-
Name


Committee
Harry Krug


Ethics, PRAC

Richard Price

Pest Prevention (chair), Legislation

Frank Carl


Legislation (chair), PRAC 

Mark Q


Long Range Planning, Finance, L&R

Mark Black


NSA, NRP (chair), Board of Directors, Food Safety and Agriculture Security

Mike Boitano

Weed & Vert., President CACASA, Ethics
Bill Stephans

Long range planning, Laws & Regs, Weed & Vert., Legislation
Christine Turner

Spec’s & Tolerances, Food Safety and Agriculture Security

Rick Landon

NRP, Standardization and Statistics

Mary Mutz


Personnel Standards, Bio Control

Jeff Pylman

Pest Prevention, Personnel Standards

Louie Mendoza

Audit, Legislation, IMPAC (chair), Pest Prevention

Jim Allan


NSA, Bio Control
Vickie Helmar

NRP, Spec’s & Tolerances, Standardization and Statistics
B. Succession planning – MQ
· $5,000.00 budget for succession planning issues is available by CACASA; this would include funds for reimbursement for brochures, outside recruitments for biologists, college career days. 

· Brochure subcommittee has met and will look at developing brochures for use by all counties 

C. CACASA brochure – Krug 

· Brochure subcommittee has met and will look at developing brochures for use by all counties. Various discussion ensued on how to best proceed with brochure development
D. Referral from Pest Prevention Committee to area group concerning Phytosanitary  recertification exams - Black & PPC members
· Discussion of process for re-certification of cooperators. The length of the

course, course content and available options for re-certification were 

discussed. This item will be discussed with Chair (Richard Price) of Pest
Prevention Committee on Friday, June 20, 2008
E. Gas Tax Interest – MQ

· Moved to executive session on Friday, June 20, 2008
F. Regionalization of Air Districts - Krug 
· Harry provided update on the move to regionalize air pollution districts. This issue was brought forward by Mary Nichols, chair of the Air Resources Board. CAPCOA committee to meet with Nichols on this issue. 
G. Legislative update: AB 1907 and AB 2168  -Update provided by Frank Carl
· AB 1907 – agreement has been made with the grocers and retailers on this bill, increasing the number of sale items has been included 

· AB 2168 – passed out of ag committee, will be going to senate health next. Sponsored by Farm Bureau and Certified Farmers Market Federation. CASASA will sit on “sidelines” and see what happens 
· Scrap metal bill -  will require 2/3 vote in the counties

H. Endangered Species Act Suits – Carl

· To be reported at the next area group meeting, there are further restrictions on certain counties for endangered species

I. Dog Team Implementation – Carl

· Sacramento Board of Supervisors approved position. Person and dog to receive training in October. Funding issues were also addressed with this item. Although farm bill has passed, an appropriation has to be made to fund programs
Item 7
CDFA Issues – minutes will be provided by North Group (June 20th, 2008) 
A. CDFA Report

B. HRPE (high risk pest exclusion) – Price to address on Friday June 20, 2008
C. Farm Bill Implementation (Friday June 20, 2008) – Carl/Price  

D. Pest Detection work plan – county commitment deduction – Allan (Price to address on Friday June 20, 2008)
E. Weed Free – mineral materials - Bengston
F. Embossed Certified Producers Certificates – Pfeiffer
G. CDFA online reporting system problems – Louie
Item 8
DMS Issues

A. DMS report provided by Ed Williams
· Annual conference in Burlington Vermont
· County monthly reports – trying to automate. El Dorado, San Diego, Santa
Clara and LA counties will be testing
· Temperature compensation study being turned over to energy commission
· Plywood- double standards. Update provide and discussion on
performance standards and allowance under NIST

· Investigative techniques class will be offered again, notice to be sent out

· New standards – make sure that counties buy the right standards for
testing devices

· Undercover scrap metal sales involved PG&E, AT&T and recyclers
· Forward any county press releases to DMS

· Registered service agencies – county distribution amount provided  

· Safety note for propane bottles – issues with brass valves when using 


anhydrous ammonia

· Honda announced 150 fuel cell vehicles for lease in Los Angeles

· SB 623 – discussion of bill, would require notification on fuel dispenser for

price differences depending on payment method (cash or credit) to the public

Item 9
CDPR Issues 

A.
CDPR Report – Provided by Ralph Shields and Jim Shattuck
· June 30th 2008 is Ralph Shields last work day, will be on vacation until the 
end of the year. CDPR will be rotating four supervisors one month at a time. CDPR has hired two new environmental scientists

· Four residual projects that CDPR has agreed to are:

· San Benito – PUE enforcement staff 

· Merced county Ag GIS mapping 
· SLO  maintenance gardener program
· San Joaquin online continuing education

· Work plan calendar will change, work plans will now be on a calendar year, 

the county evaluations will be done on a fiscal year

· PMAC workgroup update on forwarding emails and minutes. To be 

 
addressed by Jim Shattuck

· Work plan calendar will change, work plans will now be on a calendar year, 

the county evaluations will be done on a fiscal year

· Increase of VOC emissions in the metropolitan areas

· Change in work assignments for Kathy Boyle (structural liaison), Cliff Smith 



will be replacing her for now

· Community guides are limited, they will be translated in Spanish and at that 


time, more English versions will be ordered and made

· Bait boxes for rodent control; EPA and CDPR looking at policy to address

this issue. Rat and mouse bait must be in packaged dispensers and be child proof starting October 2009. 16 pound bag will be the minimum requirement for agricultural use

· Review of docket # 130 – ENF 08-010: acp hearing process and 

proceedings
pamphlet
· SB 1723 container recycling bill - updated provided
· ENF 08-016: interim inspection check list - update provided

· Ag Commissioner Vacancies – update provided. Discussion of four year

appointment
· OES – SB 391: pesticide incident response to drifts – update provided

· San Bernardino has implemented buffer zones for all pesticides around 




schools when they are in session

· ENF’s and WHS letters – discussion on sending them to county deputies 


as well as Ag Commissioners. No issues by group with this process. 

·  Enforcement Response regulations have made it to CDPR and dpr is

 reviewing 

· Additional year with Kern County on their Ag GIS notification program

· Incident response to fertilizers – discussion on who responds

· Bob Lilly, SLO- is in process of obtaining IT consultant, to be discussed at      August interim

B.
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program Update provide Mark Black
· Discussion of AC involvement in process and funding process
C.
Clincher CA® herbicide issues – Krug
· Clincher issues discussed by rice growing counties, including buffer zones and drift issues. Harry Krug to set up meeting with Dow Agrosciences, California Rice Commission and rice growing counties
D.
Pesticide permit & pesticide use public information requests – Louie
· Discussion on public information requests when the request is made for future data/information that the county does not have in their possession, but will have. Attendees agreed that “future” requests must have a public information request submitted and specific for data being requested

E.
US EPA’s Residential Rodenticide Decision – MQ

· Discussion of bait blocks as tamper proof. By October 2009, rat and mice bait must be dispensed in child proof containers, bait blocks pending decision

Item 10
Executive Session - minutes will be provided by North Group (June 20th, 2008)
A. Executive Director Update - Boitano

B. LBAM Support - MQ
Item 11
Next Meeting:
July 30th, 2008 at Sacramento County Ag Department (Sac Valley)
Item 12
Adjournment of Sac Valley/Northern group joint Meeting at 4:45pm. 

Sac valley reconvened at 4:50pm to discuss item 6A. Committee appointments and committee assignments and adjourned at 5:30pm. Refer to item 6A for minutes.
Respectfully submitted

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.
Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 
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