Draft: SJV WMA Requirements

In order to ensure ongoing support by maintaining a strong statewide invasive weed program, California's Weed Management Areas (WMAs) shall be officially recognized by CDFA prior to accepting grant applications.  To be eligible for CDFA funding, official recognition shall be obtained through the following minimum requirements: 

1. A current Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) shall be in place which includes the major weed management entities within its geographic region or area. CDFA should have a copy of the MOU on file. To be considered “current”, the MOU should be reaffirmed by the signatories at least every 5 years.
2. Each WMA shall have a strategic plan in place outlining the priorities and goals of the WMA. At a minimum, the strategic plan should be updated at least every five years to coincide with the term of the MOU, with a copy of the approved plan on file at CDFA

3. A government agency(s) shall act as fiscal agent. Adequate reimbursement for administrative costs shall be made available to such agencies.

4. Each WMA shall have, at minimum, two official meetings annually with representation from the signatories on the MOU as well as other stakeholders and interested parties.

5. Each WMA will provide current information for placement on the WMA’s webpage maintained by CDFA. This should include contact persons, project highlights, strategic plan, and a list of signatory groups.

6. Each WMA will submit thorough and timely reports to CDFA as required by any work plans or contracts funded by CDFA for weed control projects, including spatial data when appropriate.
7. Each WMA is encouraged to participate in the annual Statewide Weed Management meeting each fall by sending a representative. 

The following comments were received and should be discussed.
1. Item 1 of the SJV proposal states, “…which includes the major weed management entities within its geographic region or area.”  I would prefer to either delete this or modify it to say something to the effect that these groups have been asked to join.  We had several “major” groups decline to join, including CDFA.  Who determines who a major group is and is this really necessary?  

2. Item 3 states that a government agency shall act as a fiscal agent.  I would prefer the term public.  I am not sure if RCD’s are government agencies or not and they are fiscal agents in some areas. 
3. Item 4 requires two official meetings.  I support item 4 found in the north’s proposal that states, “Each WMA shall have a minimum of one meeting for the WMA signatory membership and other interested parties per year and other meetings of steering or action committees quarterly as needed.  This provides a modicum of flexibility and provides that meetings of steering and other committees meets the needs of the WMAs.  

