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                SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
                               AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION

                            FRESNO•KERN•KINGS•MADERA•MARIPOSA•MERCED•SAN JOAQUIN•STANISLAUS•TULARE


JOINT MEETING WITH SACRAMENTO VALLEY COMMISSIONERS GROUP
Wednesday October 22, 2008

Thursday October 23, 2008

San Joaquin Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

2101 East Earhart Avenue, Suite 100
Stockton, CA 95206
MINUTES 

Wednesday, October 22, 2008 only
	Present
	Guests

	Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
	Kevin Masuhara, CDFA

	Cathi Boze, Mariposa County
Scott Hudson, San Joaquin County 

Rob Rolan, Madera County 

Dave Robinson, Merced County
	Jim Shattuck, CDPR

Ada Ann Scott, CDPR
Tom Babb, CDPR

Joe Marade, CDPR

	Gary Kunkel, Tulare County
Tim Niswander, Kings County
	Kevin Wright, Calaveras County
Kamal Bagri, Stanislaus County

	Carol Hafner, Fresno County
Jeff Pylman, Nevada County
	Joe Karkoski, Central Valley RWQCB
Adam Laputz, Central Valley RWQCB

	Louie Mendoza, Yuba County
Frank Carl, Sacramento County

Jim Allan, Solano County

Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Mark Black, Glenn County

Richard Price, Butte County

Christine Turner, Placer County

Vicki Helmar, Tuolumne County

Harry Krug, Colusa County
	

	
	


Item 1
-
Call to Order – 


Regular Session meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by Robert  

               Rolan, San Joaquin Valley Area Group Chairman.
Item 2
 - Additional Agenda Items

B.   Glenn County Apiary Ordinance ~ Black
· Apiary ordinance has passed (based on Tehama County apiary ordinance which has not passed as yet)

· Establishes violations as misdemeanors, including registration, providing water, right to entry, notification of arrival

· Established ACP authority

· Fines of up to $100 per day per hive for violations

· E-mail Mark Black for a copy of the ordinance

C.   Sac Valley Deputy Meeting request ~ Turner 
· Deputy Sealers would like to meet with CACs on 12/18/08 at the Sacramento County office to discuss budgets, contracts, to understand how CACASA works as well as the committee structure & process

· Frank and Harry will attend for the Sac Valley
Item 3 - Approval of September 24th & 25th, 2008 Meeting Minutes (Sac Valley)

              M/S/P to approve the minutes of September 24 – 25, 2008

              Approval of September 24, 2008 Meeting Minutes (SJ Valley)

              M/S/P to approve the minutes of September 24, 2008
Item 4
 - Correspondence

              There was no correspondence for either the Sac Valley or SJ Valley.
Item 5 - Treasurer’s Report – Sac Valley 
· $1,541.39 available balance
·  All 2008/2009 dues have been paid (Sac Valley)
               Treasurer’s Report – SJ Valley

·  No treasurer’s report was given
· All 2008/2009 dues have been paid (SJ Valley)

Item 6
- CACASA Issues

B.
IT Consultant Update ~ Black/Niswander/Rolan/Hudson

· 44 RFPs were submitted – 3 of those submitted bids

· Conference call was held on 10/8/08 to discuss bids (2 were within CACASA’s budget – one new company & one company that has worked with SLO County & CAC)

· interviews will be held on 11/13/08 in San Luis Obispo;

· focus of interview will not be just on GIS: it will also include IT issues, project management, corporate management, holistic approach

· recommendation by review committee at Winter Conference

C. Water Resources Board Irrigated Lands Workgroup ~ Group

EIR will be done in 12/08 and they will definitely be regulating ground water as well as surface water.

  
Joe Karkoski, & Adam Laputz, RWQCB – Irrigated Lands Waiver Presentation
· Irrigated Lands Waiver was adopted by the RWQCB in 2003, expired in 2006, and was re-affirmed with the goal of the development of a long term program
· Need to establish a baseline for the EIR, used comments to develop a draft conditions report for the baseline EIR

· Scoping meetings were held in 3/08 and 4/08 and questions came up about ground water

· ILR program stakeholder advisory work group (40 – 45 participants currently) was held on 10/9/08 to develop “real” program alternatives and  evaluation measures
· Next work group meeting will be the beginning of 12/08 – diversity of representatives both geographically & by type of agency, but only one CAC (Rick Landon)…

· Change to a surface and ground water focus

· Using the Center for Collaborative Policy (Sac State) to set ground rules & expectations for the work group

· Draft data for toxicity & pesticides in various coalitions showing 2 or more exceedances within a 3 year period was handed out

· Coalition management plans will prioritize identified water quality problems and focus on working on them.

· Compliance & outreach activities: identify non-participants and get them to participate; more follow-up, publicity, and press releases; increase fees for both coalitions and individuals; follow-up on complaints with enforcement action; confirmation inspections when growers say that there is no discharge to surface water
· Discussion topics: 

--CAC representation on the workgroup (Richard Price and Rick Landon – Sac Valley; Gary Caseri and Bob Rolan – SJ Valley)

--Joint outreach: grower meetings, water quality issues & enforcement

--Identify fields impairing surface water quality (dischargers)

D. 
Letter to USDA on Chilean table grapes coming into the U.S. ~ Hafner

· Currently requiring methyl bromide fumigation

· Working to drop requirements and use a systems approach which only addresses low prevalence, not pest free
· Remainder of discussion in Executive Session

E. 
 Fresno State Job Fair Report ~ Niswander

· CACASA paid $440 for the registration fee for the Fresno State Career Fair held on 10/01/08 (small scale) and the Career Expo in February 2009.
· Tim’s suggestions for publicity to garner attention to CACASA included stand-up banners, new brochures & handouts, magnet clips, gadgets, etc.

· AgSource (a recruitment company) was at the Job Fair. Several counties are already using them. Tim will contact them about doing a presentation during Personnel Standards at the Winter Conference

· Carol volunteered to have the Fresno County dog team for the spring Career Expo

F. 
Emergency Animal Disposal Workgroup ~ Niswander
· Subcommittee pilot project on composting on October 1 – 2, 2008, at the Veterinary Training Center in Tulare
· Purpose of the projects: IWMB doesn’t allow composting as a disposal method due to possible pathogens
· Used 8 (1200 – 1400#) cows and two types of manure (separator solids & corral scrapings); 1 pile with no cows (control) and 2 piles with 4 cows each
· Piles will be disinterred in 12/08 with a new project after that in the winter months
· Water Board is now involved. They are interested in the amount of leach aid.
· Air Board is interested in the air emissions from the manure piles & compost piles (ammonia, etc.) and a using flux chambers for air emission studies
G. 
Computer Users Conference Update ~ Niswander/Mendoza

· South Group is the host of the 24th Annual Golden State Computer Users Conference to be held November 19 – 21, 2008, at the Sheraton Park Hotel in Anaheim. John Gardner (San Bernardino County) will be providing an IMPAC update at the conference.
· Tim or Harry will report on the conference during IMPAC at the Winter Conference

· SJ Valley (Kern County) will host the conference in 2009. Major topic will be the IT consultant recommendations in 6/09 with regard to pesticide software

H.
CASAP Conference ~ Niswander
· CASAP conference will be held January 17 – 18, 2009, at the Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo

· Harry will give the Ethics Chair report

I.
CACASA Compendium ~ Niswander
· Group discussion of draft CACASA compendium designed to answer “How CACASA Works”

· Informative resource

· Orientation tool for new CACs

J.
Dairy Waste Water on Food Crops Update ~ Rolan 
· Bob attended a meeting in Modesto on October 16 as the Ag Commissioner Rep for Region 5
· Water Board is interested in manure and discharge water use on almonds and other nut crops (walnuts & pistachios)

· They sent out a survey to 1600 growers wanting to know how many acres were treated with waste water or manure; what time of year were applications done; how are the agronomic rates established; who analyses the product prior to application; is it a disposal issue or a soil amendment?

· Discharge from dairy lagoons are applied in various ways; spread, irrigated, spread on top of the soil, used in furrow irrigation

· Concerns expressed: pathogens? Unanswered questions about food safety issues

· Technical issues: particularly nitrates in ground water, no permitting required, no tracking requirements

· Need representation from dairy industry and organic industry on the committee
K.
Replacement of State purchased detection trapping vehicles with high mileage ~ Hafner
· Group discussion about State purchased vehicles

· Strategies: give vehicles back to the State and purchase replacements with county funds; use unanticipated revenues; pay depreciation & replacement costs to County for the vehicles & use those $$ to purchase replacements

· Make sure that County is removed as the registered owner when vehicles are returned to the State

L. Stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens) becoming wide spread, noxious, not rated – county status? ~  Carl

· Found in roadside/industrial areas/disturbed areas
· Has been in Sacramento County for 4 to 5 years; in the State for 15 years (currently also found in Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York)
· Aster Family - Composite (reminiscent of a tarweed); smells very strongly of camphor; toxic to livestock; potential seed contaminant
· Any requests to have county spray? Responds to Roundup.

· It was M/S/P to refer Stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens) to the Weed & Vertebrate Committee of CACASA for discussion and referral to the Pest Rating Committee.


Item 9
- CDPR Issues – 

A.  CDPR Report ~
· DPR Budget:  DPR is not General Funded and business is moving forward with regard to mill disbursement and PUR Contracts. DPR may bring back retired employees to assist with special projects and mentoring of new staff. DPR is no longer required to comply with the restrictions of hiring and expenditures imposed by the Governor’s Executive Order.

· New Northern Regional Office Supervisor:  Jim Shattuck introduced Tom Baab of DPR as the new NRO Supervisor. Tom introduced himself to the group and gave a bio as well as mentioned that he plans to meet with individual CACs in the Region over the next several months. Ada Ann Scott also noted that Jim Walsh is currently working side-by-side with her in the Central Regional Office as a DPR Shouldering Project. 

· DPR Personnel Changes: Charles Andrews was recently appointed to Associate Director, Pesticide Programs Division, and responsible for DPR’s seven Branches. Mary-Lou Verde Carlos was recently appointed to Assistant Director, Scientific Advisor to the Directorate.  Lea Brooks replaced Glenn Brank as the new DPR Communications Director. 

· Winter Conference Luncheon Speaker: Jim mentioned that he has been working with Cathleen Gagliani’s office to have the member speak to CACs at the Winter Conference. Dave Robinson informed the group that he is meeting with Cathleen next week on a non-related matter and could engage in a brief discussion with her about the CACASA Organization. Jim said Mike Boitano and Scott Hudson might be meeting with the member prior to the Winter Conference. Cathleen may be the incoming Assembly Chair of the Agriculture Committee. 

· Public Service Announcements: As part of a Residual Project, the SLO CAC produced a PSA directed at unlicensed maintenance gardeners, emphasizing the importance for licensing & the consequences. The PSA will be aired on radio and television. Jim reported that the Director was interested in having this PSA run statewide. Jim will forward to the CACs details on when the PSA will be released to them for their use.

· Grant funding for a pilot program to establish a special category & do special testing for maintenance gardeners (currently only 1100 are registered statewide) 
· Residual Projects 2009: Jim confirmed with Frank that there would be no residual projects outside of IT related matters, for 2009.

· SB 1723 and SB 1206: These two bills, pesticide container recycling (1723) and structural advertising (1206) were signed by the Governor. DPR will issue a letter to CACs prior to January 2009 informing them of our plans for regulations or policy with regard to these bills.

· Structural Pest Control Board Complaints: It was brought to Jim’s attention recently, that the Board might be non-responsive in taking complaints from CACs. If you have problems lodging complaints, they seem uninterested, or fail to respond – contact Jim Shattuck
· DPR Director’s Quarterly Meeting: President Boitano, President-Elect Hudson, Jim Shattuck, Chief Deputy Reardon, and Director Warmerdam met at DPR on October 20. They discussed the IT Consultant Project, Sulfur Dioxide in wineries, and general communication between the department and DPR.
· Application Specific/ Notification Proposed Regulations:  The public comment period was extended to November 20. These DPR proposed regulations have been in the development stages for a few years. If you are commenting, please send them to the Department by the above date. 

· VOC 3 Proposed Regulations: DPR will be holding two public hearings on the VOC 3 Regulation Package (in development stages). The hearings will be held in Sacramento and Bakersfield. DPR hopes to have the hearings in January 2009. Jim will inform all CACs in advance of the hearings

· CAPCA Chapter Meeting, Bakersfield - November 6: Chris Reardon, Nan Gorder, and Chuck Andrews will present DPR updates at the meeting on November 6. Ruben Arroyo will also present. DPR will most likely discuss VOCs and Enforcement related topics. 

· Parlier Unified School District Meeting:  Chris Reardon recently met with the Parlier Unified School District thanking them for their cooperation with the  Parlier Environmental Justice Project. DPR donated 50 refurbished personal computers to the school district as part of the department’s appreciation for their assistance during this EJ Project.

· Jacobs Farms vs. Western Farm Service:  Jacobs Farms, a Santa Cruz County Organic Grower, was awarded one million dollars by a jury for damages it received as a result of several drift incidents by Western Farm Service from 2006 – 2007.  Western Farm Service may appeal the court’s findings. Is an organic operation a known hazard that should be noted on the PCA recommendation?
· Spray Safe Contract:  DPR awarded the Spray Safe Coalition a $50,000 grant to work on its program in the San Joaquin Valley. Stanislaus and San Joaquin CACs have agreed to participate. Scott Hudson will handle the funds. Contact information: Ken Melban (Alliance for Food and Farming) (559-859-6811) is the Spray Safe contact.
· Alliance Grants Update: Tom reported on a recent U.S. EPA Grant that was awarded to DPR. The Grant, project title “Reducing Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Pesticide Use in Nuts and Tree Fruit Orchards in California’s San Joaquin Valley”, is for $159,000 and is directed at reducing emissions on walnut, peach and almond crops. This grant will partner DPR with the NRCS field offices. This grant will focus on crops in Merced, San Joaquin, and Stanislaus Counties. Matt Fossen, mfossen@cdpr.ca.gov is the contact or Bob Elliott, belliott@cdpr.ca.gov
· New CAC Orientation: CDFA and DPR’s New CAC Orientation will be held November 5 – 7, 2008, in Sacramento. Kevin has invited 13 new CACs to this orientation. DPR and CDFA will cost share the travel expenditures for the new CACs. Please RSVP to Kevin if you are attending.
· CACASA New Member Orientation Process Guidelines: At the Assistant’s Conference October 8, Harry Krug provided this document on new guidelines, outreach materials, things you should know as a dept. head, charter vs. general law counties, FAC mandates. Etc.  and Jim is suggesting that it be sent to all CACs. Harry will forward to the Secretary of the Sacramento Valley Area Group for distribution.

· SJ Valley evaluations are completed and will be mailed out next week.
· PRAMR data: good response to get data in for evaluations. Kudos to the CAC from Joe Marade, DPR!
· USEPA is looking at enforcement and inspection data and decision reports to evaluate ERR.
B. 
NRDC Report ~ Shattuck 

“An Uneven Shield” – The Record of Enforcement and Violations Under California’s Environmental, Health, and Workplace Safety Laws

· Decentralization leads to inconsistent enforcement and compliance

· Low fines

· Questions about data quality and timeliness

C. SO2 Use in Wineries ~ Shattuck/group

· Sulfur dioxide is a Federally restricted use pesticide
· Some pesticide dealers are requiring an OIN

· Dave Duncan is working on licensing issues & a special 3/09 exam

· Need to work with the wineries – 
· Roy Hirose is the contact person for SO2 questions (e-mail rhirose@cdpr.ca.gov or (916) 445-4017)

D. Notice of Second Extension – Notification/Application Specific Regulations  ~  group 
· Check the DPR webpage for clarification on proposed regs and finalized package. OAL comment period is still open (comment period extended to 11-20-08. CAAA will comment. 
· See also DPR liaison report.
· Public hearings will be held in Santa Barbara County in 11/08. Worker safety issue.
· Kevin Solari (DPR-WHS) has been meeting with the pesticide deputy groups with respect to the proposed regulatory changes
· Unfunded mandate
Item 12 - Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm and will resume at 8:00 am on October 23, 2008.
         
     Submitted by Cathi Boze, SJ Valley Secretary

                 “A Weed a Day, That’s all I Ask!”

REPRESENTING OVER HALF OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA


