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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes for Thursday October 23, 2008 Only
(Minutes for Wednesday October 22, 2008 to be provide by SJV)

Joint Meeting with San Joaquin Valley Commissioners Group

Wednesday October 22, 2008
Thursday October 23, 2008
San Joaquin Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

2101 East Earhart Avenue, Suite 100
Stockton, CA 95206
In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Frank Carl, Sacramento County


Louie Mendoza, Yuba County 



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Richard Price, Butte County



Harry Krug, Colusa County



Jim Allan, Solano County 




Ruben Arroyo, Kern County
Christine Turner, Placer County



Rick Landon, Yolo County

Vicki Helmar, Tuolumne County



Jeff Pylman, Nevada County

Cathi Boze, Mariposa County



Bob Rolan, Madera County

Gary Stockel for Scott Hudson, San Joaquin Co.
Tim Niswander, Kings County

Gary Caseri, Stanislaus County



Gary Kunkel, Tulare County

David Robinson, Merced County



Carol Hafner, Fresno County

Guests:

Ed Williams, DMS





Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison


Carla Thomas, National Plant Diagnostic Network 
James Shattuck, CDPR Liaison
Item 1

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 8:00am on 10-23-08
Item 2

Additional Agenda Items

A.
Pest Prevention Issues 
· Richard Price provided an update on pest prevention issues, including:

· LBAM contracts

· Khapra Beetle survey

· Pest Rating Regulation program and the possibility of using the Florida model as a template

· Authority to deal with B rated pests

· Trapping beyond the contracted trapping season
C.
Vapor Recover Losses (may also be listed as Item 8 D.)
· Mark Black provided an update on vapor recovery losses. Estimated losses in California are in the range of $150-$164 million

E.
World Trade Organization Article
· Christine Turner provided information regarding article in World Trade Organization soliciting investment opportunities for U.S. growers in Chilean fruit. Discussion occurred and it was determined that U.S. farming organizations are already going out of the country to produce commodities
F.
Delta water issues – moved to executive session (from 10-22-08)
G.
CACASA Bylaws – Article 14
· Tim Niswander brought forth the issue that reference is made to article 14 in the CACASA by laws in conjunction with the formation of CASAP. No such article 14 exists. Discussion on whether this issue is a personnel standards issue or a board of director’s issue.
· It was M/S/P to have Tim Niswander (as chairman of Personnel Standards Committee) research “article 14” and send information to CACASA Executive Secretary Mark Quisenberry so as to place this item on the CACASA Board of Directors conference call schedule for the week of October 27, 2008.
H.
Succession Planning 
· Frank Carl provided an update that Lobbyists/Advocates (names have been intentionally left out) for various counties are planning a legislative proposal during the next legislative session to deal with the licensing and term issue for CAC’s. Advocates feel that our system is “unfair” as it is too difficult to hire and replace CAC’s.  Sonoma County continues to pursue issue of licensing for agricultural commissioner as they have not been able to replace existing agricultural commissioner. Discussions on the role of CACASA on succession planning in dealing with this issue ensued.   
· Mark Quisenberry will place this issue on the Board of Directors conference call scheduled for the week of October 27, 2008.

Other:

Conference Call at 9:30am
Secretary of Agriculture, A.G. Kawamura addressed and provided a quick update to the group in regards to the new undersecretary Will Brown and wet/dry tare issues

Item 6

CACASA Issues
A.
"Foodshield" - A secure website for promoting the All-Hazards Food & Agricultural 

Response Plan 
· Carla Thomas from the National Plant Diagnostic Network provided an update on the all-hazards food and agriculture response template. A “Foodshield” document for access was provided to the CAC’s as was a handout of a power point presentation. Those CAC’s interested in joining “Foodshield” should fill out the form and send it as per the directions on the form or contact Gary Caseri.
M.
State Apiary Board Meeting Report - Almond Board Report
· Mark Black and Richard Price provided update on the Almond Board meeting. Various issues addressed at the Almond Board meeting including diseases and pests. Colony bee strength inspections by CAC’s were also discussed as a major topic.
· Gary Caseri provided an update from the State Apiary Board that occurred on 10-02-08. A committee from the State Apiary Board was formed to re- evaluate regulations pertaining to apiary. Other issues discussed at this meeting such as colony collapse diseased disorder and apiary registration
·  It was M/S/P to explore a statewide training program with CDFA and CAC’s for Colony Bee Strength inspections and to establish an MOU for CAC’s when sharing resources for Colony Bee Strength inspections. This item is to be referred to the Nursery, Apiary and Seed Committee of CACASA.
Item 7

CDFA Issues 
A. 
CDFA Report: Mr. Kevin Masuhara presented an extensive CDFA report to the group. His report will be sent as an attachment to these minutes. 
Item 8

DMS Issues

A. 
DMS Report: Mr. Ed Williams presented an extensive DMS report to the group. Extensive update provided on Dry Tare & Wet Tare Issue. His report, with more specific information will be sent as an attachment to these minutes. Some items of interest:
· Target store settlement

· Debit card for undercover purchases

· Special project funds are decreasing

· Illegal to sell or distribute products containing mercury

· Regulatory Investigative Techniques training will be provided by DMS. schedule to be sent out

· Hearing officer and advocacy training will be provided by DMS in the near future. Schedule to be sent out.

· Energy Commission will soon have an update on the temperature compensation study that was conducted 
B.
Wet Tare Update
· More discussion by the group on the Dry Tare & Wet Tare Issue

· DMS recommends using the Dry Tare method for all inspections 

· Training for CAC’s staff on Dry Tare method will be provided by DMS
C.
SB 623 Gasoline: price disclosure 
· Was vetoed by the governor, would have required notification on each dispenser and payment type and options. This bill would have been too costly to develop new regulations that are not necessary.

D.
Vapor Recover Losses (may also be listed as additional agenda Item 2 C.)

· Mark Black provided an update on vapor recovery losses. Estimated losses in California are in the range of $150-$164 million

Item 10
Executive Session

A. 
Executive Director - BGS Group Contract
B. 
Wet Tare Letter
C.
Meetings with USDA to discuss admin fee collection
D.
Innovative ideas for local funding sources
E.
Chilean grapes & PCIT process
F.
Delta Water issues
Item 11
Next Meeting:
November 20 & 21, 2008 in Calaveras County (Sac Valley)





November 12, in Merced County (SJV)

Item 12
Adjournment at 12:15pm 

Respectfully submitted,

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.

Interim Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 
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