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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

9:30 am

Sacramento County Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures

4137 Branch Center Road

Sacramento, California 95827

(916) 875-6603

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Bill Stephans, El Dorado (Chair)


Rick Landon, Yolo

Richard Price, Butte




Dennis Pooler, Yuba

Frank Carl, Sacramento



Gary Caseri, Tuolumne

Mike Boitano, Amador




Jeff Pylman, Nevada

Jerry Howard, Solano




Mary Mutz, Calaveras (Secretary)

Harry Krug, Colusa




Mark Quisenberry, Sutter

Mark Black, Glenn (Vice Chair)

GUESTS PRESENT:

Ed Williams, CDFA




Al Lomeli, DPR

Ralph Shields, DPR




Ada Ann Scott, DPR

Leopoldo Moreno, DPR



Josh Huntsinger, Placer

Scott Paulsen, DPR




Jim Shattuck, DPR

Rich Marovich, DPR




Nicolas Oliver, Sutter

Dean Chiang, DPR, IT






Item 1
Call to Order


Bill Stephans called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

Item 2
Additional Agenda Items


A.
Substitute for Mark Quisenberry & Mike Boitano at the Interim – Mark Quisenberry


B.
Phyto refresher training scheduling – Dennis Pooler


C.
Structural training – Dennis Pooler


D.
Article on Biodiesel – Frank Carl

Item 3
Approval of December 6, 2006 meeting minutes


It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of December 6, 2006.

Item 4
Correspondence

A. Memo from Bill Stephans to the Chairs of the Sacramento Valley Deputy Groups regarding training needs and local expertise

Bill will e-mail out the results of the survey.  There seems to be a lot of expertise in the Sacramento Valley.  There should be plenty of individuals who can train.

B. Letter from Northern Region and Sacramento Valley Computer Users Group requesting support for linkage to the PRESCRIBE program through the Ag GIS and RMMS programs.

Item 5
Treasurer’s Report


$995.09
Item 6
CACASA Issues

A. Update from CDFA Animal Health Seminar in Chico – Richard Price

Mike Boitano and Richard spent the day at Butte Creek Country Club.  Essentially they received a binder and a major pitch for the new Animal Identification Program.  Almost the entire presentation was devoted to the livestock identification system.  We are losing the European market because we do not have an identification program in place.  Canada is much farther advanced with the identification program than the United States.  At least 3 states currently require the identification system:  Wisconsin, Indiana, and Georgia.

Ed Williams will check into getting everyone a copy of the binder from the seminar.  Contact Dr. Katie Wetherall, DVM, CDFA Medical Office 916-654-1447

B. Request for regional hearing officer training – Jeff Pylman

Jeff was questioning if the area group was considering having Hearing Officer training for Weights and Measures.  Mike Cleary offered the training in San Diego. 

The SVACASA is on record that we wanted to have training in the region.  We will push forward with the concept after we tabulate the results of the training survey.

Mark Quisenberry discussed hearing officer training from the mil fee perspective.  We can start using that program now if we need a hearing officer; however there is not a pool of hearing officers just yet.  Please give Mark Quisenberry notice if you know who would like to participate as a hearing officer.

DPR’s training for hearing officer (advocate training may be added) is now with McGeorge School of Law.  The contract with McGeorge School of Law could be extended to include advocate training.  DPR is in the process of working with McGeorge to create the training material.  There will be an update at the Interim Conference.

C. Review of Interim agendas – Bill Stephans

Pesticide Regulatory Affairs Committee:  NOI reporting – this is an action item that probably needs to be referred to the subcommittee that Ada Ann coordinates.

Pest Prevention – No action items 

Weed & Vertebrate – the letter to Dr. Breitmeyer regarding support for Wildlife Services has not been sent.

Laws and Regulations – Two industry representatives will discuss device registration fees; retail water vending dispensers and car rental odometers.

Long Range Planning – No action items

D. Update on Irrigated Lands Contract with Butte and Glenn Counties – Mark Black
Funding is in the bank, they are moving forward for next year’s contract.  They are working on updating the MOU because it expires June 2007.  Contacts are being made to finalize the MOU. The contracts will now be for two-year rather than for five-year.  Richard P. and Mark B. have been asked to give a presentation to the Regional Water Quality Control Board.  

There is an interest from the State Board regarding other counties that may be interested in getting into the program.  Since this is a pilot program, every county’s program would be a little different.

Sacramento Valley Coalition’s report indicates the sampling results are improved.  There appears to be a reduction in materials found.  Contamination by E-coli appears to be from avian or human sources in Yolo County.  Pyrethroid testing results are good/low.

E. State budget – Frank Carl

There were very few surprises.  There seemed to be rumblings about the DPR budget having $750,000 more for local projects, but that was simply the annual growth in mil.  This year, there may be approximately a million dollars in mil assessment growth.  DPR may also collect approximately $1.2 million from Walmart from the mil, and some of that collection should be subvented to agricultural commissioners.  DPR is also considering increasing the per line rate for entering pesticide use reports.  Approximately $600,000 from DPR’s budget will be going to SB90 claims.

There also were no surprises on the CDFA budget.  The budget contains an additional $3 million for high risk, which is now at $3.97 million.  There is some additional funding for export programs, but nothing that would directly impact the agricultural commissioners.  The pilot program at Needles Inspection Station will continue for another year.  CDFA will be reconstructing the pupae rearing facility in Southern California for the Med fly sterile release program.

There was a rumor that CDFA was taking a cut.  As per Ed Williams, there are no cuts.  Last year, there was additional funding for Diaprepes, the Truckee border station, emerging threats, and conversion to a new accounting system.  These were one time funding issues that are not continuing this year.  However, the Diaprepes eradication program will hopefully be funded.

F. Legislative update on the gas tax bill, structural bill, potential weights and measures device bill – Frank Carl
Structural Bill – AB 126 is in print.  This is the fee for fumigations.  It is only relevant in Santa Clara County.  They are looking for co-authors to add to the bill.  Earl McPhail had a meeting with his local industry and they voted against including Ventura County.  Earl is trying to get the local industry on board.  There is talk of a fee greater than $5 for inspections.

There have been good discussions regarding the Gas Tax Bill.  Frank met with Ira Ruskin and staff several times, as well as many others.  The bill has a very good chance of being re-introduced.  Section (h) from last year’s language may be changed to an emergency clause.

There are two Weights and Measures bills.  Both are from Los Angeles County.  One is regarding fees on retail water meters in dispensers at grocery stores.  Most counties are charging a location fee plus a device fee.  The water dispenser company is arguing that we are already at the store, so why should there be another location fee.  The company is arguing that it spent one half of a million dollars in location fees.  San Diego, Sacramento, Ventura, and El Dorado counties have given them a break of some sort.  The company is okay with that.  The president of Glacier Water will be talking at the Laws and Regulations Committee at the Interim Conference. The consensus of the group is that they should pay a location and device fee.

The second bill has to do with Enterprise car rental.  A representative of Enterprise Car Rental will also be speaking at the Interim.  Frank sent out a survey to all counties regarding odometer charges.  Only two counties are charging odometer fees.  Odometer fees on rental cars are being charged in Los Angeles and San Francisco Counties.  Harry brought up the possibility of this leading into the testing of hour meters on rental air planes or charter flights.

G. Red Rice situation – Mark Black
A conference call was held on January 12, 2007.  There is a grant proposal to conduct a survey through the University of California and the rice research group.  They would need to determine what kind of delimitation is the best.  They are putting identification tools together.  Colusa and Glenn County’s red rice is not a genotype found anywhere else.  They are researching that aspect.  Today, about 45% of the rice seed that is planted is not certified.  In the past, all the rice seed that was planted was certified seed.  There is a proposal that all rice seed being planted must be certified seed which add to the commissioner’s workload.

There may also be an exporting issue.  We may be losing our grade.

H. Substitute for Mark Quisenberry & Mike Boitano at the Interim – Mark Quisenberry
Richard Price will fill in for Mark on Ethics Committee and Board of Directors.  Mark Black will substitute for Mark Q at Pest Prevention.  Mary will substitute for Mike B. at his committees.
Item 7
CDFA Issues

A. CDFA Report – Ed Williams

Ed distributed the CACASA calendar for 2007 and noted there is already a change.  The South Group meeting has been changed to March 16 in San Bernardino to accommodate Ed Layaye’s retirement.

It was M/S/P to buy a little plastic toolbox and a tin cup for Richard Greek’s retirement gift.

There are Quagga zebra mussels in Lake Mead, Lake Mojove, and the intake to the metropolitan water facilities in Lake Mojave.  The mussel is in California and there is not much that can be done to keep it from spreading.  Michigan currently spends approximately $80 million a year in control measures.  The mussel is very prolific and clogs waterways.

Freeze damage – there is significant damage, especially in citrus.  $800 million in citrus may be lost.  Give dollar estimates to Ed even if you don’t meet the 30% threshold.  The primary or contiguous designation is very important for crop insurance.

Leafy greens- a marketing agreement hearing was held.  CDFA is accepting sign ups from the handlers and shippers for the marketing agreement.  The marketing order for growers will be a federal issue.  The standards will be voluntary until the company signs on the bottom line, and then it becomes mandatory.  United Fresh in Washington, DC supports this at the national level, and may support the idea of including tomatoes and cantaloupes as well.  Leafy and green can be anything that can be eaten raw, but not carrots, broccoli, or cauliflower.

Mexican avocados are now permitted into California, but there are problems with container markings.

Sudden Oak Death nurseries have been asked to complete a SOD survey.  As the county agricultural commissioners, we need to assist those nurseries with the survey.  

The Scientific Advisory Panel met in San Diego for Diaprepes Root Weevil.

The e-fund committee has approved three projects.  The deadline for approval is this Friday, and approval is expected.  $1.4 million of $2.8 million of the e-fund is available to complete the med fly project in Southern California, the Asian Longhorn Borer in Sacramento, and the third one is also in Sacramento for Japanese Dodder.  This will leave about $1.3 million in the e-fund if we need it.  If not needed (spent), the money will roll over into the pot, until it reaches a total of $5.6 million.

The gas tax reimbursement will be $0.37 on the dollar.  There will be an additional $0.014 also.  Therefore, we can expect $0.384 on the dollar.

San Francisco County has asked for a salary survey.  The City/County is appears to be serious about filling the vacant Commissioner/Sealer position.  

The oral exam dates are the first three weeks of April.  The exams will be in Solano County during the third week of April.  The written exam is scheduled for February 8.

Ag day is March 20 at the Capitol.

25 X 25 – Ed thanked all who made it to the steering committee at the State Ag Board.  25 X 25 is a sustainable energy production program.  A.G. Kawamura asks that the agricultural commissioners take the 25 X 25 initiative to the local Board of Supervisors for their endorsement.  Extensive information is available on the website:  http://www.25x25.org.  A letter of support would also be welcome from the area groups or CACASA as a whole.  The goal of the initiative is for America to produce 25% of its energy from sustainable sources by 2025.  The local Board of Supervisors should direct their endorsement to the 25x25 steering committee.  Refer to the web page for exact information.  Send a request to your legislators as well for endorsement.

There was a request for more instructions on how to track federal contracts.  The Pierce’s Disease/Glassy-winged sharpshooter contract will now contain a website link and other requirements in the work plan information, in the standards and procedures section.

B. Post entry quarantine workload and high risk contract – Harry Krug
Harry now has a high-risk contract because of RIFA.  However, Colusa County received a post entry quarantine notice from a Bay Area company that grows out cuttings and other products.  They will be building greenhouses in Colusa County which will result in a substantial increase in workload.

C. CDFA letter dated 1/2/07 - Survey for Eggs Readily Available for Inspection FY 07/08 – Mark Black
CDFA sent a survey letter asking for information concerning how many eggs are out there to inspect.  The Shell Egg Advisory Board is contracting with San Francisco and Los Angeles counties for retail work.  There is a slight chance that other counties may be asked to enter into a contract, but it is unlikely.  It was stated that this survey is sent out every year.

D. Phyto refresher training scheduling – Dennis Pooler


Continued to the next meeting.

Item 8
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report – Ed Williams

Many notices went out at the end of December regarding the sub-meter survey and personnel assignments.  

Ed discussed changes at DMS.  Mike Cleary has accepted a position with John Dyer in an investigative role position.  Dennis Johannes is now the Director of DMS.  Ed will be going to DMS on Monday, January 29, 2007, as the Assistant Director.  Ed will be staying on as liaison until a more definitive decision is reached.  Ed’s cell phone number will be the same.  The liaison phone number in the CDFA directory will forward to his cell phone.  Ed can be reached at DMS at 916/229-3000.  

B. Article on Biodiesel – Frank Carl

There was an article in the Sacramento Bee on January 2 regarding biodiesel and what a great product it is.  The article was about people who are collecting grease, storing it in their garage, producing biodiesel, and selling it.  The article makes the producers and the product sound really great.  A comment in the paper stated the producers would have complied with the regulations but the regulations were just too difficult.

Gary Caseri knows of an individual in Tuolumne County collecting oil from the concessionaires in Yosemite and making biodiesel on his property in Groveland.  The gentlemen made it clear that he did not want anyone on his property.

Mike Boitano’s brother-in-law also read the article in the Sacramento Bee and his brother-in-law said “it sounds like a good idea.”  Mike stated that a hay trucking company is making a thousand gallons of biodiesel a day, and running their trucks over Highway 88 fueled by the biodiesel they produce.

No matter how it is produced or even if it is used in your own vehicles, there is still the requirement for the pay the road tax.

Item 9
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report – Jim Shattuck

SVACASA and NCACASA are meeting in Plumas County on June 21 and June 22, 2007.  Mary-Ann Warmerdam would like to meet with both groups.  SVACASA extends an invitation to Mary-Ann.

EcoWise is a program for Pest Control Businesses to become involved with a program that incorporates Integrated Pest Management practices.  It started in the Bay Area, followed by Sacramento.  Jim gave information on the program.  Businesses can sign up now for the program, contact Ted Shapas, PhD.  Mr. Shapas e-mail address is ts@ecowisecertified.org or phone is 1-866-858-6386.

DPR’s soil fumigation regulations are on the fast track.  The Sacramento Valley area was not involved in the makeup of the work group.  This was not intentional.  There is heavy usage of fumigants in the South and Coast Area, which is why the work group was comprised of its members.  There was concern about why the Sacramento Valley was not included since many Sac Valley counties have at least annual fumigations.  The work group is also concurrently working on the MITC mitigation package. The workgroup is trying to accomplish three tasks at a fast pace:  VOCs, MITC, and fumigations.

AB 2865 – day care center and reporting.  We will receive a revised letter for day care centers and school superintendents if we wish to send it out.  Napa County CAC sent a letter to all school superintendents in Napa County.  Contact Dave Whitmer for more information.

CASAP Conference was in Monterey.  On January 13, 2007. Director Warmerdam spoke about work plans and transparency, fumigation regulations, and nutrients.

The DPR Toll Free Pest Line (1-800-PESTLINE) is up and running.  

Jim attended a meeting in San Mateo County in December 2006 and January 2007.  In San Mateo County, Gail is officially reporting to the Public Health Director.  The Public Health Director would have no hesitancy moving forward, if need be, to regulate pesticides in San Mateo County.  The Public Health Director mentioned that some of the Board of Supervisors see a potential conflict of interest in how Gail is promoting agriculture and regulating pesticides at the same time.  Farm Bureau, DPR, and various coast growers were at the meeting.

A contract was approved with the UC Regents for creating training modules for store employees for pesticide safety.

DPR community guide – there is talk about rewriting the Community Guide because of drift and odor concerns which the CCs have made known to DPR.  This may be the only part of the guide that is re-written.  The re-written portions will be open for discussion and comment.  Discussion followed about how odor complaints are handled and what information is captured.  

The DPR Enforcement Branch Supervisors will be attending more regional area group meetings to promote consistency.  As long as resources are available, two supervisors will be attending the regional meetings.

The County Biologist exams results regarding pesticides (the DPR exams) were recently appealed by some candidates.  After review, DPR found numerous outdated questions.  The exams will be re-scored with a new score will be forthcoming.  

It was M/S/P to recommend the Personnel Standards Committee agendize an item regarding a review of the questions for all exams in which licenses are issued, for both county licenses and industry licenses. (For spring conference.)  Mac Takeda has an assignment to update and review the exams every three years.  

Enforcement Response Regulations – discussion followed pertaining to what plan we are using to conduct inspections, so that our inspections are focused in areas where the greatest risk lies. There is concern in industry how/where we are inspecting.  

The regional office supervisors are receiving and reviewing decision reports.  They are working on a denial form for when the reports are lacking information.  Overall though, the decision reports seem to be acceptable.

B. PRESCRIBE presentation – Rich Marovich “As an action item, I would like to propose a resolution that linking permitting software to PRESCRIBE be recommended to an appropriate committee of CACASA as a statewide objective”
The DPR endangered species program started with the county bulletins, but they turned out to be cumbersome.  DPR developed a database system that could produce a one-paragraph document, on one page, to determine what a grower has to do to protect the species.  Hence, the PRESCRIBE database was created, based on sections (section, township, range).  If these paragraphs were integrated into the permit system as a permit condition, it would be a great asset and would lessen the burden on the biologist.  PRESCRIBE was presented to CACASA in 2000.  Now it is on the DPR website.  When issuing permits, it currently requires the biologists to open two databases, the permit program and the endangered species database.  This process does not make sense since the permit programs are being updated, now is the time to create the link between the permit program and PRESCRIBE.  It appears that it is a straightforward process that can merge both programs together.

Dean Chiang has been instrumental in working on the database, converting it into oracle and merging the database with DPR’s label database.

Rich gave a presentation on how the PRESCRIBE program works, and how smooth it would be if it were merged with the permit program.  It is a much simpler and efficient system than looking up the paper bulletins.

The recommendation has already been forwarded to IMPAC.

C. Request from the Northern Region and Sacramento Valley Computer Users Group for SVACASA support for linkage of the permit programs currently under development (AgGIS and RMMS) with DPR’s Endangered Species website, PRESCRIBE – Nicolas Oliver

Nick requested the linkage be recommended and forwarded to CACASA.  The Northern California and Sacramento Valley Computer Users Group supports this idea. The RMMS development team stated the linkage would not be difficult.

D. California Red-legged frog – Polo Moreno

Thirty-three counties are impacted by the recent red-legged frog injunction.  Supposedly, a CD was sent to the counties affected.  Polo reviewed the PowerPoint presentation that is available on-line.  Sixty-six pesticide active ingredients are involved. The injunction requires buffers of 60 feet by ground applications and 200 feet by aerial applications, effective October 2006.  EPA agreed to complete an assessment of each of the 66 active ingredients within 3-year.    

Only the habitat within the affected section has a restricted buffer zone.  

Aquatic feature is found in any GIS feature.  It is a water feature polygon.  These are seen on a GIS application.  It is defined as anything that can hold water or convey water more than 120 days that is suitable for frogs to live in.  The aquatic feature has vegetation cover around it.

Upland is defined as anything that has native or undisturbed vegetation up to 200 feet from the aquatic feature.  The buffer for ground is really 260 feet, because of the 60-foot buffer around the upland habitat, which is 200 feet away from the aquatic feature.  These restrictions only apply to the sections listed.

Breeding and non-breeding is basically the same thing as a water feature.

Check U.S. Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Service website for a better understanding of the locations of each habitat.  

Noxious weed treatments have exemptions.  

The Center for Biological Diversity is sending a notice of intent that the EPA may be threatened with a lawsuit for failing to protect eleven bay area endangered species from pesticides using the same arguments that were contained in their red legged frog lawsuit.

E. Closed system workshop report – Harry Krug

The workshop in Colusa was well attended.  The message was that the closed systems do not work. It may have been the most well attended workshop yet.  

F. AG GIS Pesticide Permitting program update – Mark Black
Mark provided a handout that listed the necessary equipment for running Ag GIS.  Be aware of the equipment needed in the handout.  Talk to your IT staff about your needs.  The system will be using a Linux server.  Aerial imagery is also required.  Hopefully AgGIS will be in other counties in April.  Things have been going well.  The state water board extended the contract through June.  Many counties should be issuing 2008 permits with the new system.

G. Mill Assessment sub-committee report – Frank Carl
The sub-committee met on January 10, 2007.  There was discussion about the mil that will be available for distribution this spring.  The mil is up about $1 million above last years figure.  The subcommittee is recommending a 7% COLA, which is 3% above last year.  This will leave approximately $1 million in funding for projects like AgGIS, RMMS, and the AIRS project.  There will be a webinair for the level of funding for those projects.  The Inyo-Mono project and the hearing officer project would probably be committed for funding for a period of time.  The subcommittee is also requesting that DPR also pay for what has always been their share of support for those projects.  

H. Structural training – Dennis Pooler

Continued to the next meeting.

Item 10
Executive Session

A. Organic certification – Mark Quisenberry

B. CACASA Officers for 2007/2008 – Bill Stephans
C. Update on foothill county weed meetings of December 19, 2006 and January 22, 2007 – Gary Caseri
Item 11
Next Meeting:
March 28 & 29, 2007






Colusa, California 

Item 12
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:32 PM.
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