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(530) 458-0580

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rick Landon, Yolo




Dennis Pooler, Yuba

Harry Krug, Colusa




Gary Caseri, Tuolumne

Jeff Pylman, Nevada



Mark Black, Glenn

Richard Price, Butte




Jerry Howard, Solano

Mark Quisenberry, Sutter



Bill Stephans, Chair, El Dorado/Alpine

Mary Mutz, Secretary, Calaveras


Mike Boitano, Amador

Frank Carl, Sacramento

GUESTS PRESENT:
Mary Pfeiffer, Shasta




Terry Gage, CAAA

Jim Shattuck, DPR - Liaison



Ed Williams, CDFA - Liaison

Ralph Shields, DPR

Item 1
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 by Bill Stephans.

Item 2
Additional Agenda Items

A.
2007/2008 CACASA Nominations - Bill Stephans

B. Add to DPR issues – Odor complaint/state partner’s response – Dennis Pooler

C. SOD funding – Dennis Pooler

D. Small hive beetle – Richard Price

E. Pest rating system – Richard Price

F. Health & Safety Code – Mark Quisenberry

G. Light Brown Apple Moth – Ed Williams

Item 3
Approval of January 24, 2007 meeting minutes

It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of January 24, 2007.

Item 4
Correspondence


A sympathy card was passed around for Dave Whitmer who lost his mother recently.

Item 5
Treasurer’s Report - $995.09

A. M/S/P to reimburse Ed Williams up to $37.14 for the toolbox given to Richard Greek for his retirement gift.  Ed said that the gift was well received.

B. It was M/S/P to reimburse Richard Price $427.60 for his Washington, DC trip.

Item 6
Special Guests

A. CAAA Enforcement Discussion – Terry Gage

Terry was invited to the meeting to discuss the communication between the CAAA office and our offices.  Harry started the conversation explaining our requirements to issue NOPAs within two years.  Harry felt CAAA is concerned about the length of time between the inspection and the issuance of a NOPA.  Terry was also informed that we now must consult with our District Attorney regarding pesticide cases.  There are also potential delays in pesticide analysis at the CDFA Chemistry Lab.  Some samples have taken up to five months to be analyzed.  She was informed that a drift case will always be a Priority 2 case whenever there is no exposure to humans.  Terry asked if there was something CAAA or other agricultural industries could do to try to change the process.  A suggestion was made for the ag commissioner to send a courtesy letter to the company most likely to be involved in a report of loss or alleged violation which would alert them that an investigation was underway.  Many pest control businesses do not know they are under investigation until they receive a Notice of Proposed Action regarding a violation that may have happened 6 to 12 months prior to the notice.

B. Personnel Standards Discussion Items – Tim Niswander (Tim was not able to make the meeting, Gary Caseri led the discussion)

Tim asked to be sure to include the following items, from the recent Interim meeting, on our respective area group agendas.  The following items were discussed for possible recommendations to be made at the Spring Conference in May:

1.) Our respective state partners (CDFA, DMS, and DPR) have provided inspector/"Biologist" training for county staff in the past. A suggestion has been made to also involve CASAP as a resource for inspector/biologist license exam training. CASAP currently offers workshops on weekends for this type of training. Does CACASA support CASAP in this type of training?

Jerry Howard stated that in the past, we did not agree with the concept of CASAP doing the training because not every biologist belongs to CASAP, and not every biologist will devote a weekend to CASAP. Jerry stated he believes the training should be done by the State departments and provide the training during the week so county personnel can attend.

Jeff Pylman stated that in addition to the training for exam preparation, CASAP has had some training for programs because CASAP felt there was a void in the training offered by the state.  CASAP performed a survey at that time and found voids in certain program training, contacted the state directly, and then facilitated the training.  CASAP did not take the primary role in the requested training.  It may be appropriate for CASAP to be able to communicate back to the various state departments and the Agricultural Commissioners/Sealers if there is a lack of training.

It was M/S/P to reaffirm our support of CASAP's role in professional development and the county/state responsibility for licensing and program training.

2.) In regards to #1, above, should license exam training be provided during the regular workweek hours? If CASAP's Conference is primarily focused on training candidates seeking deputy or higher licensing, should CASAP be encouraged to host their conference during the week, such as a Wednesday through Friday venue?

There probably is not a county in California that can send their entire staff to a three-day conference.

It was M/S/P to encourage the conferences be held on Friday and Saturday.  One opposed.

3.)
It has been suggested that the Personnel Standards committee look into "streamlining" the exams for Deputies, Commissioners, and Sealers licenses. We are looking for suggestions to improve the exams, not "dumbing them down." 

Should candidates who pass the written continue to be required to take the written after failing two attempts at passing the oral? If so, why? Are there better questions to ask that will better prepare a licensee for the "job?" Who is deciding how many topics, and which topics, to study? Etc., etc. Is the pass-fail ratio an indication that our process needs fixing?

It was agreed that making the exams more available more frequently would help.  

It was M/S/P for Bill Stephans to write a letter to Aileen Grizard, recommending inspector exams be offered quarterly and the deputy/sealer/commissioner exams be offered twice a year for the written portion of the exam and once a year for the oral.  Second.  Amended to make the inspector exams available on line on a secure site.  Passed.

Discussion followed regarding the idea of the written exams for deputy/sealer/commissioner being taken only once if the candidate passes the written exam, the candidate would never have to take the written portion again.  Some concern was expressed regarding passing the written exam once and then being able to take the oral exam 10 or 15 years later.  A time limit should be in place.

It was M/S/P to recommend that a passing grade on the written exam will be valid for five years.  Two opposed.

After the passed motion, a question was raised regarding the Inspector Academy idea and where that idea stands.  Mark Quisenberry stated the concept has been discussed with the executive director, who is not interested in starting that business arm yet.  Yuba County has initiated a Supervisor Academy training, which is addressing their needs for succession planning.  CDFA has a similar program called “Challenge Leadership”, which is a six-month program, held on one Friday a month.  It is a leadership development course which uses the seven habits of highly effective people as a training curriculum.  The six month class typically includes twenty-five CDFA staff.  

Item 7
CDFA Issues

A. Weed funding discussion – Larry Bezark and John Connell
Item tabled until April 25, 2007, due to involvement with Light Brown Apple Moth.

B. Weed funding - discuss, provide input, and choose a designate for upcoming meeting with state personnel regarding the future of core weed programs at CDFA – Bill Stephans 

At recent legislative committee meeting which Jerry Howard and Mary Pfeiffer attended, it was m/s/p support SB 311 (Cogdill) if amended to include language that would identify some of the funds contained in the bill go to ag commissioners for core regulatory funding. 

It was M/S/P for Gary Caseri to be the Sac Valley representative for the upcoming meeting with state personnel.

There is money for dodder that must be spent this fiscal year.  Ed Williams stated there should be more e-fund money next fiscal year for dodder.

C. State Nursery Advisory Committee Meeting update – Mark Black 


The committee met February 27 in Sacramento.  The Nursery Program has depleted their reserve fund which will impact the level of service unless they obtain additional funding.  Due to the budget shortfall, the branch proposed an increase in fees.  The state is requesting approximately $350,000 in additional funds.  After committee review of the license and acreage fees, the committee passed a motion to increased license fees by $25 and to also increase acreage fees.  Nurseries that are 0.1 to 1.0 acre, will now be assessed an acreage fee.  The increase may also provide additional funds for the commissioners and build reserves.

The state nursery program expressed a desire to be involved in the Sudden Oak Death program. Because they believe SOD is not only a pest exclusion concern.  The Nursery Branch also requested additional funding to do this.

Mary Pfeiffer stated the MOU with CDFA has not been updated in many years.  Mary will talk to Earl McPhail to explore if we can begin discussions with CDFA regarding the MOU.

D. Pest rating system – Richard Price

The pest rating system is established through policy.  The Southern ag commissioners discussed the possibility of adopting the rating system into regulation.  Concern was expressed that whenever we rate a pest we may be required to go through CEQA.

E. Light Brown Apple Moth – Ed Williams

In May 2006, a retired UC entomologist in Berkeley used a black light trap and caught one LBAM in his back yard.  Again in August 2006, he trapped another one. He confirmed the identification.  The discovery of this pest was not reported until February, when Dennis Bray and Ed Meyer received phone calls indicating they may have a problem.  Alameda and Contra Costa counties immediately placed delimitation traps in the field containing a male pheromone.  However, the pheromone attracts numerous moth species.  They immediately started finding light brown apple moths.

Until recently, LBAM has been limited only to the East Bay, until one was trapped in Golden Gate Park.  Nine moths were detected last Friday.  Delimitation is still in progress.  CDFA sent out a notice to ask all counties to look for the moth even though there may be no funding available.  It is a pest of international concern, and has great USDA significance.  It may have also been found in Marin, but the specimen has not been confirmed as of today, March 28, 2007.  With these finds, it appears that there is a hole in the USDA inspection protocol for pest exclusion.  This is the first time this insect has been found in this country.  It is a leaf roller/leaf defoliator which affects over 250 plants/crops. It can have major trade implications.  The moth is found in New Zealand, Australia, Great Britain, and Hawaii.  Grapes are considered to be a preferred host.  In Australia, it will defoliate grapes and spread botrytis in the bunches.

CDFA is pursuing compliance agreements for nurseries that ship identified host material.  They are finding mostly males which are scattered throughout the infested areas; they are wondering if the finds are a blow over from the center of an unknown infestation.  It is possible that it could be blown right up through the Carquinez straits into the heart of the central valley.

Submit your estimates for LBAM trapping to Joan Scheiman as quickly as possible.  CDFA is pursuing reimbursement from USDA.  Eradication efforts may include BT, Spinosad, and a male annihilation mass-trapping program.  Light brown apple moth is a major problem in Australia.

Item 8
DPR Issues

A. Implementation Strategy for Ag GIS in Rural Counties – Mark Black/Gary Caseri/Mary Mutz 

Some counties are having problems with their IT personnel because they are stating they cannot implement the AgGIS programs.  Mike Quinn stated that the plan is for the AgGIS people to talk to our local IT people so that they can understand the implementation.

Mark stated there are still conceptual problems with version 3 and how it is going to play out.  They have tried to involve state staff.  It is not going as smoothly as hoped.  The water grant expires June 30, 2007.  The requirements of the water grant will be met.  The support for the AgGIS will be similar to the support that we received for RMPP.

The AgGIS server for Glenn County will be approximately $4100. The $4100 should come out of funds being held at Glenn County.  This quote was about $1000 over what they initially estimated.

George Farnsworth recalculated and realized there is approximately $200,000 more in mil assessment that will be added to the residual mil fund.

Because some counties have now opted out of AgGIS and went with RMMS, there may be a funding shortfall which may result in difficulty distributing the program to all of the counties.

B. Yuba County odor complaint and state partners for the response – Dennis Pooler

Yuba County experienced a situation in which two highly odiferous chemicals were applied. One chemical was a fertilizer, the other was treflan which is a non restricted material.  A school was nearby but further than ¼ mile away from the applications.  A new housing development was also adjacent.  Dennis wants to give commendation to Jim McKee who responded to the school’s concerns with a very good and well written e-mail reply.

Item 9
CACASA Issues

A. Renewal of Commissioner/Sealer licenses prior to expiration dates.  Purpose – 5 year renewal prior to retirement – Harry Krug

Regarding vacancies in commissioner offices, an idea was discussed concerning extending the expiration of our licenses for five years upon retirement so that a pool of qualified individuals may temporarily fill these vacancies.  The concept is to have your license remain valid for five years after retirement.  Upon retirement, the Secretary may re-issue your license with a five-year date of expiration.  

It was M/S/P that CDFA consider, upon the request of a retiring commissioner, to renew his/her license to be valid for five years after their retirement date.
B. Review of training and resource needs survey – Bill Stephans 

In January, we discussed locally available resources for training using county staff expertise.  To identify the needs and the resources, we tasked the deputy groups to survey the Sac Valley counties.  The completed survey results for both Ag and Weights and Measures were handed out we showed a large need for training.  It appears that there are some resources available, but that more resources are available on the weights and measures side.  It looks like SVACASA could offer some training, because we seem to have the resources available.  This was put together so we could provide training, or assist the state in training.

Discussion followed on whether we try to put on a more formalized training in a central location to help us train staff?  In July, there will be training on Decision Reports by the three regional office supervisors.  One training in each area group.  

Ed stated DMS sent a notice to counties to enter training requests on-line, and to complete a survey about what equipment we have, what resources we have, etc.  The same portal and password as the CMR is used for this function.  Dennis Johannes has made the training of county staff a priority.

It was M/S/P to task the deputy groups to prioritize training needs along with the available resources and to report back to SVACASA by July.

C. Verify meeting date of May 23, 2007 in Woodland – Mary Mutz


It was M/S/P to cancel the meeting.

D. Wildlife services funding – Gary Caseri

At the winter conference it was m/s/p that there should be a letter sent to Dr. Breitmeyer to support CDFA funding for USDA WS funding.  We need to pursue the discussion.  Costs for WS have increased 7% and counties are realizing they can no longer afford this valuable program.  Ed stated that perhaps next year, CDFA may be in a position to provide some assistance in funding.

Dr. Breitmeyer would like to have a meeting within the next month. There is a subcommittee in place that would be suitable to discuss this with Dr. Breitmeyer.

E. Report on the D.C. Trip – Richard Price

The team had one hundred thirty visits during their four-day stay.  


They took proposals on HR 667.  47 members and 15 states have signed on to HR 667.  Feinstein is supportive of the funding requests.  The Boxer Bill – S 949 mirrors HR 667.  Efforts are being focused to incorporate the interstate parcel piece into the Farm Bill with $50 million.

F. Selection of nominating committee – Bill Stephans

The nominating committee of Jerry Howard and Harry Krug (Richard Price was unavailable) was tasked to work into the early morning hours to formulate a slate of officers for the SVACASA for next year.  The committee presented the following slate of officers:  Mark Black as Chair, Mary Mutz as Vice-chair, and Jeff Pylman as secretary.  

It was M/S/P to adopt the following slate of officers:  Mark Black as Chair, Mary Mutz as Vice-chair, and Jeff Pylman as Secretary.
G. Confirmation of electronically submitted monthly reports from our state partners – Dennis Pooler  (I.E. – How do we assure that electronically submitted monthly reports are received by our state partners)
There appears to be a problem verifying that monthly reports which are submitted on time are being received by the right state employee individuals.  This fact is shown by the amount of calls we receive from the state requesting the submittal of reports that have already been timely submitted.   How does one deal with this problem?  Many Sac Valley members retain the originally sent e-mails and just forward them again to the requesting state individual.  This resubmittal of the reports is not only an irritant but it takes additional time by county staff.

Ed stated that on or about next October, the monthly reports will be on-line.  We will have the capability to query the reports as well.

H. Legislative Report – Frank Carl

AB 1713 update (Gas tax bill) needs amendments.  Several errors were included.  CDPR was referenced instead of CDFA.  They want to amend it prior to the bill being heard by the committee, so it can be on the consent agenda.  More funding is going to PUE, but the ag commissioners still get the same amount of money.  AB 1713 probably will be April 11 (it has now actually been set for hearing on April 25, 2007).  The bill gives DPR $12 million, with the intention to limit the amount of gas tax that is dedicated to the pesticide enforcement program. This year, $8.7 million of UGT went for PUE work.  It was up above $9 million in the past.  The financials are being analyzed to determine if the $12 million amount currently in AB 1713 is appropriate. 
AB 126 (Beall) went out of committee yesterday.  It affects Santa Clara County only at this point and is known as the structural fumigation bill.    

All other bills of interest are scheduled to be heard after Easter.  

There recently was a Legislative Committee meeting.  The committee took positions on the following bills.  The positions are to support the following bills:

· AB 186 (Maze) The rural crime program bill

· SB 447 (Maldonado) Junk dealer bill

· SB 311 (Cogdill) $1 million for weed programs, support if amended

· AB 1717 (Assembly Ag) which is the pesticide 4 year statute of limitation on misbranded products

· AB 492 (Evans) for California wine designation (we had previously taken a support position on AB 87 (Blakeslee) which deals with Casa Robles area wine designation.

· AB 1713 (Assembly Ag) which would modify the gas tax distribution.

I. 2007/2008 CACASA Nominations - Bill Stephans


It was M/S/P to support Mike Boitano as President elect.

J. SOD funding – Dennis Pooler

Concern was expressed because we were instructed to base the 2007/2008 contract funding for SOD on 2006/2007 expenses. Yuba County did not have as many expenses in 2006/2007 as they had in previous years so by using last year’s expenses they are artificially lowering their program costs when their costs may dramatically increase.

K. Small hive beetle – Richard Price

Small hive beetle is a B rated pest.  There is policy at the border stations to inspect hives coming in from out of state but nothing intra-state.  Tehama County inspectors found shipments from Bakersfield with small hive beetle.  Richard suggested that counties should discuss these situations with the bee industry to determine what to do to handle small hive beetle.  One solution would be to adopt “like” ordinances.  The apiary industry is talking of contracting with ag commissioner offices to perform inspections.  In the distant past, some commissioners seem to recall that when counties adopt “like” ordinances there appears to be a need for more state control rather than local control so the solution might be for the state to adopt an internal state quarantine instead of the counties adopting local ordinances.

Mike asked, since he is just a staging area, should he have a concern with the bees and be out there inspecting?

L. Health & Safety Code – Mark Quisenberry

Sutter County established a CUPA, which now places additional demands on the Ag Commissioner in the Health and Safety Code.  Short discussion followed.

Minutes

Thursday, March 29, 2007

8:00 AM

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rick Landon, Yolo




Dennis Pooler, Yuba

Harry Krug, Colusa




Gary Caseri, Tuolumne

Jeff Pylman, Nevada



Frank Carl, Sacramento

Richard Price, Butte




Jerry Howard, Solano

Mark Quisenberry, Sutter



Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine

Mary Mutz, Calaveras



Mike Boitano, Amador

GUESTS PRESENT:
Jim Shattuck, DPR




Ed Williams, CDFA

Ralph Shields, DPR




John Nelson, SITC

Item 1
Call to Order


Bill Stephans called the meeting to order at 8:10 AM

Item 2
CACASA Issues

A. Sac Valley/San Joaquin Valley Hearing Officer Update – Mark Quisenberry

Three hearing officers are now ready to conduct hearings.  If you know of other potential candidates for hearing officers, please let Mark Q know.  Mike Cleary may be able to provide hearing officer services, but this would require some sort of contract.  Sac Valley recommends that the hearing officers attend the training that is being organized by DPR.

Item 3
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report – Ed Williams

A few cases have been settled recently.  There was a $500,000 settlement plus investigative costs for Radio Shack.  There is an expected $1 million settlement plus investigative costs with Longs Drugs, but it is not finalized.  There are about 72 cases are under investigation right now in California, some with individual counties and some with combined counties.  

Ventura County is hosting a southern counties hearing officer round table on May 9.

Starting Tuesday, April 3, 2007, DMS is starting an informal survey of fuel temperatures as a result of the media exposure and lawsuits.  If counties do not have the time or equipment to conduct these surveys, there is no need to be very concerned.  If you have the ability, one dispensed product temperature per each grade would be sufficient.  Instructions are posted on the web page as well as on the DMS notice.  This is a very informal survey and does not require certified equipment.  DMS is attempting to ascertain the market conditions of gasoline sales.  Perform the temperature test in conjunction with the routine inspections of the gas stations.  There is quite a bit of legislative attention on the fuel temperature right now, so new testing requirements may be adopted and new equipment may be required.

Hydrogen standards are being developed.  DMS is working with ARB with the hopes of being able to obtain some additional funding.  Some of the tanks used to fuel the vehicles may essentially be equivalent to high pressure bombs.  There are numerous bills regarding alternative fuels.

There are on-going investigations of compressed gas sales, both bulk and retail, as well as a bulk rock investigation with plants that operate in Marin County and Glenn County.

Service agency subventions should be issued within the next few weeks.  

Maryanne Delperdang and Kathy DeContreras, QC Specialists, were invited to Korea to give training on package inspections.

B. Report on Statewide Soft's Automated Weights and Measures Billing program – Bill Stephans 

El Dorado County purchased the software program for the device registration database and invoices.  El Dorado County was using a program purchased in 1982 which was extremely difficult to query.  The Statewide Soft program is an access database and easy to query/manipulate.  The cost was about $9,000, which is expensive, but may be well worth the initial cost.  It is a user-friendly program.  Tuolumne had Gordon Sweeney give a presentation, and they felt it was a very good program.  The Weights and Measures inspection forms will be incorporated into the program in the future and can be loaded onto tablet pc’s.  El Dorado has experienced a better response in payments because the forms look so much more professional.  There is a $900 annual maintenance fee.  The billing program can be customized for special applications.

Yuba County has a $7,000 credit with Statewide Soft, and he wants to know how well the program works.  There are a number of counties looking into the program.  The cost is $9,000 a year plus the $900 annual maintenance fee.  If many counties went together, perhaps Statewide Soft could provide a more reasonable cost.  Frank Carl thinks Statewide Soft is giving a demonstration at a  Sac Valley Deputy Sealer meeting soon.

It was suggested to agendize a presentation at the L&R committee during the Spring Conference to determine if there is a desire statewide to purchase the system.  If that is the case, then the cost may be able to be reduced.

C. Glacier water discussion – Group discussion
This is a follow up to the Interim Conference.  Glacier Water appeared at the conference to discuss the fees they were being charged for device registration.  Glacier would like a reduction in location fees.  Glacier was invited to come to the area groups to find out if it really does cost as much as they are being charged for us to do the inspection. Steve Murphy, the Vice President of Operations for Glacier Water, will be at the April 25 meeting at 9:30 AM in Sacramento.  B&P 12240 allows the device registration fees to offset the costs of the device inspections and also the QC programs (B&P 12210 & 12211).  

It appears the problem may be in Southern California, particularly in Los Angeles County.  If counties will not voluntarily give them a discount in registration fees, then Glacier may go legislatively to seek a remedy.  Sacramento is charging them 50% of location fee and the full device fee.  El Dorado has adopted a similar fee schedule.

Most counties have exempted hanging scales used by certified producers at farmers markets from the location fee.  Some are charging half price for the device fee.  They are not exempting businesses that use hanging scales.

Item 4
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report – Jim Shattuck

Chuck Andrews, Sue Edmiston, and Roy Rutz (acting) are Branch Chiefs now.

The Kern County pilot program is on track.  It is the farmer notification program and it is moving forward.

Contact Jim Shattuck if you want to be on Glenn Brank’s news box e-mail system.

The Biocontrol Conference in Redding will be at the Turtle Bay Museum.  June 6 is a full day and June 7 is a half-day.  Contact Mary Pfeiffer for more details.  The draft agenda is out.  There is room for 75 to 80 people.

California red-legged frog – Jim asked if we were receiving maps from Polo Moreno.

Stella Borucki from CDF&G will be contacting Bill Stephans to arrange to meet with us to discuss her duties.

The oral exams for deputy, commissioner and sealer are coming up.  They are scheduled to be in Fairfield, April 16 through April 20.  The exam schedule in Fairfield is full, but in the other areas, the number of candidates is down.

DPR was asked to take a position to support applying aquatic herbicides into Lake Tahoe at a seminar that is planned for May 2. 

Please be aware to not park government plated vehicles in the city garage across the street from DPR.  Someone is taking a baseball bat and damaging state and other government vehicles.

New commissioner contacts:

John Gardner e-mail:  jgardner@awm.sbcounty.gov
Scott Paulsen e-mail:  scott.Paulsen@sfdph.gov
B. Community Guide – Jerry Howard

The Community Guide is not ready for public release.  A draft is in the process of review.  There will be a 2-page document available to the public to help them understand the pesticide regulatory process, and how to contact the appropriate agency.  It is envisioned to be an outreach document.  The part on pesticide drift is the last piece being refined.  The Guide is close to going to a professional editor.  Then it will go to a graphic company for visual layout.  

C. Urban Pest Management Working Group – Jerry Howard

Jerry is the representative on the PMAC committee, and he has been assigned to work with the urban pest management group.  They have been tasked by the Director to address the problem of pesticides entering the waterways from non-traditional sources, such as urban uses.  The priority of the group is to prevent water contamination and DPR wants to raise the issue in the urban setting.  They’ve talked about changing the mind-set of people on how they handle pesticides at their home. The group hopes to identify pathways where pesticides are entering waterways, and address it through education as opposed to the regulatory process.  There are some on the committee that want more regulations.

Item 5
CDFA Issues

A. CDFA Report – Ed Williams

George Gomes is once again at CDFA as Undersecretary.  He held the same role in 1987 when he left to go to the Farm Bureau.  Kim Myrman left CDFA the beginning of March.

There is a Presidential disaster declaration, which involves twelve counties declared to be a disaster due to the freeze in February.  CDFA asked counties to provide tree losses, including nursery losses.

CDFA is in the process of updating county staffing lists.  Please review the CDFA website and provide input.

The Ag Resource Directories were handed out.  Next year the ag commissioners and sealers will be featured.  DPR will pay for half the printing costs.  

Frank Carl discussed the State Ag Board meeting which went well.  The Farm Bill was discussed.

The CDFA County Liaison position is open.  CDFA will accept applications from anyone in/or who has been in state service and available for a lateral transfer.  Hopefully a new liaison will be identified by the Spring Conference.  

The Rice Commission supports the moratorium on GMO rice.

The administrative civil penalty regulations regarding penalties for fruit and vegetable violations have been filed with OAL and should become effective on April 15.  There is a mistake in the regulations because the regulations did not address the fact that if one does not request a hearing, they cannot request an appeal.

Mexican avocados – this is a trade issue as well as a quarantine issue.  The inspectors are finding live armored scale on avocados from Mexico. The USDA states the armored scale is not a pest of concern, but California finds it to be a significant issue and will reject the shipment.

Quagga mussel – CDFA is trying to open five border stations to perform boat inspections.  Three stations are open and have found bilge water or bait boxes filled with water in vessels.  Both have the capability to support and harbor larvae.

B. High Risk Pest Exclusion Contracts – Richard Price 

Part of the high risk funding is from federal funds.  We have pest detection money funded in the federal budgets until October, but USDA does not have funding for the dog teams.  The high risk funding for special projects will not be allocated until we know about the federal funds.  There may be enough savings for the dog teams for three months.  However nothing is certain until we know about the federal budget. Some special projects may not be reallocated because we are not getting the results that we need from the projects.

Form 4A will be changed.  This will aid reconciling PDRs with Report 4As.  Casey Estep would like to combine Report 4 and Report 4A into one form.

C. Pest Detection Funding Issues – Richard Price

We have been asked to submit two sets of data regarding the pest detection contracts.  One version asks to give information with our current level of funding, and another asks for what it would actually take to do the program.  

Monthly reports:  Go to the liaison website and there is a link to a PDF document that lists who and where to send monthly reports.


CDFA has no funding to oversee the high-risk program.

D. John Nelson, SITC, USDA

John gave a two-hour presentation on the Smuggling Interdiction and Trade Compliance program, which was created in 2001.

Item 7
Next Meeting:
April 25, 2007






Sacramento, California 

Item 8
Adjournment
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