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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

9:30 am

Sacramento County Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures

4137 Branch Center Road

Sacramento, California 95827

(916) 875-6603

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mary Mutz, Calaveras (Secretary)



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter

Jerry Howard, Solano




Christine Turner, Placer

Richard Price, Butte





Dennis Pooler, Yuba

Harry Krug, Colusa





Gary Caseri, Tuolumne

Jeff Pylman, Nevada




Mark Black, Glenn (Vice President)

Rick Landon, Yolo





Mike Boitano, Amador

Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine (President)

Frank Carl, Sacramento

GUESTS PRESENT:
Larry Bezark, CDFA





John Connell, CDFA

Robert Leavitt, CDFA




Steven Murphy, Glacier Water

Jerry Campbell, DPR

Item 1
Call to Order

Bill Stephans called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

Item 2
Additional Agenda Items

A. Don Henry letter – Bill Stephans

B. CACASA/GWSS working group – Jerry Howard

C. Prune crop losses – Dennis Pooler

D. Drought disaster – Richard Price

E. Wildlife services meeting with CDFA – Mike Boitano

Item 3
Approval of March 28 & 29, 2007 Meeting Minutes

It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of March 28 & 29, 2007.

Item 4
Correspondence

A. Letter from Bill Stephans to Aileen Grizard (see below) regarding frequency of licensing exams, passing of the oral exam should be valid for five years, and validation of commissioner licenses upon retirement.

B. Bill Stephans sent an e-mail to the two chairs of the Sac Valley deputy groups regarding the prioritization of training needs and resources.
Item 5
Treasurer’s Report 

$494.86 is in the account.

Reimbursement to Ed Williams in the amount of $27.63 for Richard Greek’s retirement gift.

Reimbursement to Richard Price in the amount of $472.60 for Washington DC trip.

Item 6
CACASA Issues

A. Apiary Issues (small hive beetle, chemical use in bee hives) - Mark Black

There is a meeting regarding small hive beetle scheduled for next Friday, May 4, 2007.  Glenn County has found small hive beetle in a couple of apiaries this year that may have come from out of state.  The bee breeders agreed to continue Glenn County’s contract for apiary inspections.  What are we going to do next year without a survey, because without a survey, what is the reason for going forward?  Mark questioned the group about implementing ordinances while we are still free from small hive beetle.

Rick Gurrola has spoken to Mark Black and Jerry Howard regarding the use of unregistered chemicals in beehives.  The out of state beekeepers continue practices that may or may not be legal in other states, but they are practices that are not legal in California.  Illegal use of some pesticides could potentially lead to contaminated honey.  Discussion followed regarding the fact that most counties do not have an apiary program that allows a person to routinely inspect apiaries.

B. Support letter from Sac Valley for Irrigated Lands Program MOU extension – Black, Price

The MOU expires the end of June.  Talks have commenced, and it may be re-signed in four or five weeks.  This is the pilot program with Glenn.   Last year Bill Stephans wrote a support letter from the Sac Valley.  It was M/S/P that Bill Stephans send a letter in support of the program.  

C. Review Spring Conference Committee Agendas – General Discussion

Food Safety – Ag Security

Standardization & Statistics

Nursery, Seed & Apiary

Weed & Vertebrate

Cathi Boze wants to discuss Wildlife Services again being placed under the Plant Health side of CDFA rather than under the Animal Industry side.

Bio Control/IPM

Pest Prevention

Finance

Legislative Committee

Natural Resources Protection

It was M/S/P that SVACASA request that the natural resource committee recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors that they support the California Rangeland Resolution and become signatories to the resolution.

PRAC

Standards and Tolerances

Laws & Regulations

Personnel standards

It was M/S/P to reaffirm our support of CASAP's role in professional development and the county/state responsibility for licensing and program training.

It was M/S/P to encourage the conferences be held on Friday and Saturday.  One opposed.

It was M/S/P to recommend that a passing grade on the written exam will be valid for five years.  Two opposed.

It was M/S/P to recommend the Personnel Standards Committee agendize an item regarding a review of the questions for all exams in which licenses are issued, for both county licenses and industry licenses.
D. The California Rangeland Resolution – Mike Boitano

This resolution was put together by Farm Bureau.  It was M/S/P that SVACASA recommend that the Natural Resource Committee recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors that they support the California Rangeland Resolution and become signatories to the resolution.
E. 2007/08 Committee Assignments – Chair, Jerry Howard

Food Safety – replace Dennis Pooler with the new Yuba County ag commissioner

Laws & Regs – remove Mike Boitano. Bill Stephans is a regular member

Natural Resources – replace Dennis Pooler with the new Yuba County ag commissioner

Long range planning – replace Gary Caseri with Bill Stephans

F. Gas Tax Bill update – Frank Carl 

The bill went out on consent.  The next stop is appropriations where it may not have the same reception.

G. Don Henry letter – Bill Stephans

Bill drafted a letter to Don Henry, US Customs and Border Protection, regarding quarantine interceptions at the airports.  A few minor changes were recommended to the letter. Bill will send the letter out tomorrow to invite Don to a future meeting.

H. CACASA/GWSS working group – Jerry Howard

Jerry wanted to assure the e-mails we are receiving are clear regarding Glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) and Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) trapping.  The GWSS contract will be a three-year contract.  It was recommended to check the CDFA website for the most current information concerning LBAM.  Protocol dictates to check LBAM traps three days after deployment, then service and inspect the traps at two-week intervals.  Invoicing for LBAM should be directed to Pest Detection not GWSS, even though servicing some LBAM traps at nurseries considered high risk for GWSS.  

I. Prune crop losses – Dennis Pooler

This is the third year out of the last five years that prunes have been hit hard from one disaster or another.  It was recommended to hold off on disaster information on prunes until later because doing it now may have a detrimental effect on trade.

J. Drought disaster – Richard Price


There are drought disaster declarations for the cattle industry in many counties.

K. Wildlife Services meeting with CDFA – Mike Boitano

There were earlier discussions about Dr. Breitmeyer (CDFA) and CACASA meeting to discuss USDA Wildlife Services.  The meeting is currently scheduled for May 7, 2007.

Item 7
CDFA Issues

A. CDFA Report – Larry Bezark

Melamine Contamination of Swine Feed. Following notification from the federal Food and Drug Administration, CDFA veterinarians and feed inspectors tested swine and feed at a hog farm in Ceres which was known to have received scrap pet food from a supplier who produced pet food for Natural Balance.  Natural Balance recently recalled two products due to melamine-contaminated rice protein from China.  Melamine was confirmed in the urine of test animals so testing has been expanded to check for possible contamination of the meat from the swine. 

Light Brown Apple Moth.  April 20, 2007 - The California Department of Food and Agriculture has established a quarantine of at least 182 square miles, including portions of Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, Marin and Santa Clara counties, due to an infestation of light brown apple moth, an invasive species of concern.  The quarantine boundaries were developed in cooperation with the affected county agricultural commissioners and the United States Department of Agriculture.  The quarantine is expected to expand soon due to recent detections of the pest in Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Mateo counties. Florida quarantined all California nursery stock and cut flowers this week.  Incoming shipments must be certified pest-free -- a requirement that will place a tremendous burden on the nursery industry and on county inspectors.  The number of affected counties has risen to eight; 167 LBAM have been detected at 110 sites. Statewide trapping continues.  We have a confirmed find in Danville (Contra Costa) that will expand the infested area to the east. The USDA has assembled a team of subject matter experts from the United States and New Zealand to discuss and recommend LBAM survey methods, mitigation tools, and eradication strategies.  The working group will meet in California during the week of May 14 to tour the infested area and convene a meeting open to the public.

The rapid deployment of Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) traps in nurseries throughout the state is an urgent concern.  LBAM trap data, within many California nurseries, can be generated quickly and efficiently by piggy-backing LBAM traps along with existing glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) traps using the following guidelines: 

PDCP will NOT have authority to exceed our current contracts (work plans) in order to reimburse for LBAM activities.  Please invoice Pest Detection/Emergency Projects for any additional hours worked by GWSS trappers to detect LBAM.

1.) Place one LBAM trap per 10 acres of growing grounds.

2.) Prioritize deployment first with those nurseries shipping to Florida, followed by interstate shippers, then local wholesale/retail outlets.

3.) Pest Detection/Emergency Project's Meadowview Operations Center will provide trapping supplies.

4.) Inspect traps three (3) days after deployment.

5.) Provide a two-week service interval after the initial inspection.  Integrate LBAM trap services into the normal GWSS trap service interval.

6.) Provide daily report information to Debby Tanouye, Pest Detection/Emergency Projects for traps deployed and serviced.  Please email information to dtanouye@cdfa.ca.gov.

7.) All suspect trap finds should be driven or overnight shipped to the CDFA Plant Pest Diagnostics Center in Meadowview.

8.) Keep costs separate from normal GWSS nursery trapping.  The Pierce's Disease Control Program suggests using our Monthly Activity Report, Commodities Certification section "Bulk Grape" boxes C1, C3, C4, and C5 for LBAM nursery activities incurred by GWSS inspectors/trappers/biologists.

Should you have any questions please contact Greg Morris or Craig Hanes with the Pierce's Disease Control Program (916) 651-0253 or Debby Tanouye with Pest Detection/Emergency Projects (916) 654-1211.
The next CACASA GWSS Advisory Group meeting will be held on April 27th in Room 333, 1220 N Street, Sacramento.  The meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 12:30 p.m.
Avocado Commission Sues USDA. The California Avocado Commission filed a lawsuit on Tuesday in federal court challenging the USDA's acceptance of products infested with avocado scale pest, which differs from CDFA's ban. The Avocado Commission maintains that USDA is placing domestic avocados at risk.

Specialty Crop Grants. On April 18, CDFA announced availability of $1 million in federal funds for projects that will increase the competitiveness of specialty crops.  CDFA will award up to $100,000 to winning proposals that show the greatest benefits to the specialty crops industry, in the areas of nutrition, food safety, pest prevention, and environment...among others.  The state's expenditure plan for the funds must be submitted to the USDA for approval.  Applications are due by May 31.    

State Board Hosts Food Safety Hearing.  On April 25, the State Board of Food and Agriculture will host a session in Monterey to take stock of last year’s E. coli contamination and the response/research activities that have followed.  In a separate action, on petition of the dairy industry, the State Board of Agriculture is planning to convene a Blue Ribbon panel drawn from the industry to formulate a plan to continue, modify, or retire the "quota" system currently in place.  Quota is an entitlement to a price differential for raw milk in a form that has made it an asset, valued in the aggregate at $1 billion. The McKinsey Report identified the quota system as a stumbling block to dairy marketing that exaggerates fluctuations in the market and encourages oversupply. 

Ag Disaster Package Supplemental Appropriations Bill is in Conference Committee in Washington DC
*
$94.1 million 
for Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers levee repair 

*
$60.4 million 
for the 2006 California/Oregon salmon disaster 

$3.5 Billion Ag Disaster Package

$1.85 billion 
Crop Disaster Assistance Crop Loss Compensation 

(House compensation rates of 50% insured / 0% uninsured)

$1.38 billion 
Livestock Compensation Assistance 

$33 million 
Livestock Indemnity Program 

$31 million 
MILC 

$20 million 
(California) Dairy Loss Assistance 

$20 million 
(California)  Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) (no tree replacement assistance)

$21 million 
(California) Farm Workers Assistance Grants

$115 million 
Conservation Security Program 

$30 million
FSA administrative costs 

Not Funded:

Tree Assistance Program $0

Spinach Producer Assistance $0

Ewe Lamb Replacement $0

Flooded Lands $0

Sugar $0

Peanut Storage $0

APHIS Aquaculture $0

APHIS Insect Control $0

Emergency Watershed Program $0

No TAP, no Spinach 

Mexican avocados – 6% of the shipments from Mexico are not making it through the inspection process due to surface pests.

LBAM:  Trap placement in high-risk nurseries – if you incur more costs, keep track of additional costs for these traps and if money becomes available, perhaps we would be able to obtain it.  If there is money remaining in our pest detection contracts, the funds can be used for LBAM trapping.

The CACASA/CDFA Bio-Control Conference is scheduled for June 6 and 7, 2007, in Redding.  After discussions/feedback with the Ag Commissioners, every other year there will be a hands-on biocontrol training conference.

Leafy green handlers and growers have been given an extension for sign ups.

Egg quality control workshops are being scheduled.

B. Weed funding discussion – Larry Bezark and John Connell 
Larry and John discussed how it was a successful year with the new funding available for weed management.  There were concerns about how the money was distributed especially since moneys were not available for core funding for counties.  Therefore, there were meetings to discuss core funding for counties.  Cogdill’s bill provided $1.5 million.  The money was put into the weed program’s general fund, and since it is in the general budget, it should continue as an appropriation until there is a budget reduction and CDFA decides to take the reduction from that area.  Perhaps an additional $1 million will be available this year.

Last week there was a meeting with several agricultural commissioners, and the consensus was to have a baseline amount of funding for weed management activities in each county. There would still be money available for the “Request for Proposals”, which would be approved by the same committee that reviewed the proposals last year.

CDFA’s original intent was that projects would be two year projects, and the counties that did not get funding this year would get money the next year, meaning every one would eventually be receiving funding.  The 2008 cycle will be the Weed Management Areas that did not receive funding this time will receive funding next time.

CDFA is going to ask for new proposals, with limits on objectives and funding.  Prior proposals can be re-worked or re-written and submitted.

82% of available funding from the first year went to A and B rated weeds.  

C. Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) – John Connell

There currently are problems with Florida enacting quarantines against California for light brown apple moth.  CDFA and Florida are working together to come up with a workable solution.  10,000 lures were received yesterday at CDFA.  CDFA is asking that counties place traps in the nurseries where we have high-risk GWSS traps.  Eventually, we should place a trap in all nurseries, not just the high-risk nurseries.

Regarding funding for LBAM, there may be enough funding at CDFA through the end of the current fiscal year.  The administration wants CDFA to come back with information on the actual status of the LBAM.  The federal government is requesting emergency funds for CCC help.  It may lead to a national survey.  It may provide CDFA with $11 million.

Treatment for LBAM would require spraying, as well as ground treatments.  One cost estimate came to $800 per acre, using BT.  Spinosad does not have an aerial label for urban settings.  The manufacturer of Spinosad is engaged in talks to change the label to include aerial applications.  Another option is mating disruption and sterile release.  There are other potential options, but they are not published yet and not up for discussions.  However, CDFA is still concentrating on eradication efforts at this point.

It appears LBAM is in the nursery trade right now, based on the finds in Soquel and San Francisco.  This is the reason traps need to be placed in the high-risk nurseries with the GWSS traps.

Quarantines are pending at a sub-county level.  A technical working group has been formed and is exploring all options.

If a moth comes in from a new location, protocol is that it is sent to USDA for positive identification.  Once a county is determined to be infested, CDFA identifies the specimens.

5 traps per square mile is the protocol.  The point of introduction will be in the urban setting or nursery trade.  The CDFA web site is updated every day, and there are publications available as well.
APHIS – Plant Protection and Quarantine

Daily Situation Report:  Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)

April 23, 2007
Survey and Diagnostics Information: 
	Counties
	Survey
	Diagnostics

	
	Number of 

Traps 
	Number of Positive Traps 
	Presumptive

Positive
	Confirmed Positive

	
	
	
	
	Today
	Total

	Alameda
	1,224
	66
	0
	0
	82

	Contra Costa
	1,557
	38
	0
	1
	44

	Fresno
	400
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Imperial
	103
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Kern
	294
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Kings
	123
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Los Angeles
	745
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Marin
	699
	8
	0
	0
	8

	Monterey
	303
	2
	0
	0
	2

	Napa
	167
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orange
	588
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sacramento 
	234
	0
	0
	0
	0

	San Diego
	473
	0
	0
	0
	0

	San Francisco 
	112
	15
	0
	0
	51

	San Joaquin
	62
	0
	0
	0
	0

	San Luis Obispo
	21
	0
	0
	0
	0

	San Mateo
	666
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Santa Barbara
	215
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Santa Clara
	887
	2
	0
	0
	2

	Santa Cruz
	338
	23
	0
	73
	92

	Solano
	418
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sonoma
	204
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sutter
	40
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tulare
	100
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ventura
	227
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Yolo
	59
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Yuba
	12
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	10,271
	155
	0
	74
	282


· Survey

· Survey teams continue to implement a rigorous detection and delimiting survey for the light brown apple moth (LBAM), Epiphyas postvittana, in 27 counties. 
· 10,271 pheromone baited traps have been deployed to date. Traps are placed in and around retail and production nurseries, at ports of entry, and in the open environment and are being inspected bi-weekly.     

· Visual inspections of all nurseries located within 1.5 miles from any traps with confirmed LBAM are conducted for the presence of live stages.  

· Identification and Diagnostics
· Trapped moths are forwarded to the California Department of Agriculture’s (CDFA) Plant Pest Diagnostics Laboratory for the initial identification.  All LBAM “presumptive positive” moths from each county are forwarded to the ARS Systematic Entomology Laboratory (SEL) in Washington, DC, for confirmation.  In counties where previous specimens have been confirmed by SEL, subsequent captures are identified by CDFA.
· To date, a total of 282 moths have been confirmed as LBAM.  Most of the captures (98%), however, are from traps located in two specific geographical areas. The first area, which represents approximately 65% of the all LBAM captures, includes the contiguous northwest Alameda, western Contra Costa, southeastern Marin, and northern San Francisco counties.  The second area, representing 33% of the captures, is confined to a small section of southern Santa Cruz County. The remainder (2%) came from single trap captures in Monterey, San Mateo, and Monterey counties. 

Operational Update:  

· Technical Working Group (TWG)
· APHIS has assembled a team of subject matter experts from the United States, Australia, and New Zealand to provide recommendations on survey methods, mitigation tools, and eradication strategies. 
· Incident Command
· Thirty-six (36) personnel are on-site (32-CDFA/Counties; 4-APHIS) and assuming various roles within the ICS structure.
· Regulatory Actions
· CDFA has established a LBAM quarantine of at least 182 square miles in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, Marin and Santa Clara counties. The regulations prohibit the movement of all nursery stock and host fruits and vegetables from the quarantine region unless it is certified as free from the pest by an agricultural official. 

· APHIS has developed a LBAM Federal Order requiring inspection and certification of all nursery stock and host commodities from the quarantine areas in California. The Federal Order is scheduled to be finalized before April 27, 2007. 

· Trace-back and Trace-forward

· Trace-back and trace-forward investigations to determine the source and potential distribution of LBAM continue, including the inspection of nursery establishments. 
· Treatment

· To date, host plants in three nurseries in San Francisco and Santa Cruz counties have been treated with Chlorpyrifos to eliminate LBAM larvae and pupae recovered during trace-back and regular inspections.  

· CDFA and APHIS are in the process of developing LBAM eradication strategies using mating disruption and other control measures.    
Trade Update:   

· APHIS informed trading partners of the LBAM finds in California. Additional reports were provided to Canada and Mexico in response to their requests for additional information.  
Communication and Outreach: 

· Public Information Officers (PIO) and officials from CDFA, APHIS, and Counties continue to field questions from the press and the public regarding the LBAM finds and the regulatory framework. 

___________________________________________________________
Background:  

· On February 6, 2007, a private citizen near Berkeley in Alameda County, California, reported that two suspect moths had been captured in a blacklight trap on his property.
· In response, pheromone-baited traps were placed on March 1, 2007, in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  Trap inspections began March 7, 2007.  
· On March 16, 2007, the ARS Systematic Entomology Laboratory (SEL) in Washington, DC, confirmed that the two samples submitted were positive, and validated the results using morphological testing.
· USDA and CDFA issued press releases on March 22, 2007, announcing the confirmation of LBAM in California. APHIS.  Also, APHIS issued a SPRO letter informing States and stakeholders of the LBAM in California.

· The light brown apple moth (LBAM), Epiphyas postvittana, is a native pest of Australia and is now widely distributed New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Ireland, and New Caledonia.  Although it was reported in Hawaii in the late 1800s, the LBAM find in California is the first on the US mainland.
· If left uncontrolled, LABM could cause significant damage to some 250 plant species, including stone fruit (peaches, plums, nectarines, cherries, and apricots), pome fruit (apples and pears), grapes, and citrus.
Item 8
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report – Larry Bezark 

The NCWM 92nd Annual Meeting will be held July 8-12, 2007 at the Snowbird Resort, Salt Lake City, Utah.

For more information and to register online go to:  http://www.ncwm.net/ 

Snowbird Resort! Call NOW to secure your room at $90/night, the prevailing Federal government per diem.  Snowbird Resort Hotel Reservations: 1.800.232.9542 or lodging@snowbird.com  Hotel Reservation Deadline: Friday, June 1, 2007

Be sure to reference National Conference on Weights and Measures when making reservations to obtain the group discount rate.

“Hot Gas” Temperature Survey

The Division of Measurement Standards requested County weights and measures inspectors to record the temperatures of 87 and 91 octane gasoline and diesel that are available at service stations as they conduct routine dispenser inspections for one year beginning April 1, 2007 and concluding on March 31, 2008.  DMS Notice D-07-1

The Division of Measurement Standards is conducting a survey to determine statewide training needs, resources and how best to structure training for State and County staff.  DMS has provided access to an online data collection site to identify needs, priorities for training, trainers, equipment and other assets that can be used for training purposes beginning Monday, March 19, 2007.  From this ongoing survey we will build a library of resources accessible to all counties and DMS staff. Ron Flores is the contact person for this project.  Please call DMS at (916) 229-3000 for additional information.

B. Glacier Water Discussion – Steve Murphy, Vice President of Operations, Glacier Water

Mr. Murphy discussed the impact of AB 889 to Glacier Water, and some of the ways to reduce the fee structure.  Glacier has water vending machines at various locations throughout the state.  Glacier builds and maintains all the machines that are in service.  AB 889 caught them off guard, even though they are a member of the Grocers Association.  Glacier Water was not at the table during AB 889 discussions.  Fees went up 110% from 2005.  Fees may reach $600,000 by the time the structure gets to 100%.

Mr. Murphy asked if there is anything Glacier can do to help reduce costs.

Sacramento and El Dorado counties have given Glacier a reduction in the location fee.  Mr. Murphy was informed that the Sealers do not make the ultimate decision on fees.  The group told him that the local authority on the fee structure is with the Board of Supervisors of each respective county, and perhaps Glacier Water needs to contact each county’s Board of Supervisors.  As a sealer, we have no authority to waive or lower fees that have been adopted by the Board of Supervisors.
Item 9
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report – Jerry Campbell

May 1 – Chuck Andrews will be branch chief of registration.

VOC regulations will be out sometime after May 18.  Encourage fumigant users to review the regulations now.

Rice shot – there’s a request to make it ground use only, as per Richard Price.  It’s a new product, which is a soy oil based propanil.  CAAA and the Rice Commission have concerns.

Item 10
Executive Session

A. Group Discussion 
Weed funding, Cogdill’s bill 

B. It was M/S/P that the SVACASA recommend to the Board of Directors, honorary life membership to CACASA for Harvey Logan.
Item 11
Next Meeting:
June 21 & 22, 2007






Plumas County, California 

Item 12
Adjournment
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Memorandum

June 29, 2007
TO:

Aileen Grizard, Exam Manager



California Department of Food and Agriculture

FROM:
William J. Stephans, Chair


Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner and Sealers Association

SUBJECT:
State Licensing Exams

At the Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association (SVACASA) meeting held on March 28th & 29th in Colusa, the following motions were passed regarding the State licensing examinations:

1)
It was M/S/P for Bill Stephans to write a letter to Aileen Grizard, recommending inspector exams be offered quarterly and the deputy/sealer/commissioner exams be offered twice a year for the written portion of the exam and once a year for the oral.  Second.  Amended to make the inspector exams available on line on a secure site.  Passed.

2)
It was M/S/P to recommend that a passing grade on the written exam will be valid for five years.

3)
It was M/S/P that CDFA consider, upon the request of a retiring commissioner, to renew his/her license to be valid for five years after their retirement date.
I believe the motions are self explanatory, however if you have any questions, please call me at (530) 621-5520.  Thank you.

cc:
Tim Niswander, Chair, Personnel Standards
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