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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes

Combined Sac Valley/North Meeting

Cuneo’s Camp

Calaveras County (hosted by Amador County)

Thursday, June 22, 2006

Meeting 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Friday, June 23, 2006

8:00 am – 12:00 pm

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mark Quisenberry, Sutter 



Mark Black, Glenn (SVACASA Vice Chair)

Mary Mutz, Calaveras (SVACASA Secretary)

Richard Price, Butte

Jerry Howard, Solano




Dennis Pooler, Yuba

Paul Boch, Nevada




Patrick Griffin, Siskiyou

Christine Turner, Placer



Rick Gurrola, Tehama (NCACASA Vice Chair)

Mike Boitano, Amador




Mark Lockhart, Trinity (NCACASA Chair)

Karl Bishop, Plumas/Sierra



Dave Bengston, Mendocino

Gary Caseri, Tuolumne



Harry Krug, Colusa

Frank Carl, Sacramento



Joe Moreo, Modoc

GUESTS PRESENT:
Ed Williams, CDFA Liaison



Jim Shattuck, CDPR Liaison

Victor Velez, CDFA 




Mary-Ann Warmerdam, CDPR Director

Item 1
Call to Order


Mark Black called the meeting to order on June 22, at 1:00 PM.


Mark Lockhart called the meeting to order on June 23, at 8:00 AM.
Item 2
Additional Agenda Items


A.
2008 Sac Valley/North meeting location


B.
Tuolumne County Budget – Gary Caseri


C.
Informational report from Mary Pfeiffer regarding CalHIP and USFS Invasive Species – Mark Lockhart


D.
ACP appeals – Karl Bishop


E.
Sac Valley representative for on-line reporting sub-committee – Ed Williams


F.
Investigative Training – Paul Boch

G. Avian Influenza – Dennis Pooler

H. GWSS contract – Dennis Pooler

I. Sac Valley check – Richard Price

J. Northern Counties check from Association - Bengston

Item 3


A. Sac Valley approval of April 12, 2006 meeting minutes

B. North approval of April 20, 2006 meeting minutes

Item 4
Correspondence

A. None

Item 5

A. Sac Valley Treasurer’s Report - $952.24.  Invoices for dues have been sent out.

B. North Treasurer’s Report - $1310.60

Item 6
CACASA Issues

A. FedEx Ground Inspections – Paul Boch
Frank Carl is looking into the inspection of packages coming out of Sacramento.  The problem is with UPS and FedEx packages from Reno.  The packages are not inspected at the border and they should be.  The border station is stating the problem lies with the receiving nursery.  Ed Williams will try to determine the exact problem and correct it.  It was M/S/P that we write a letter from the SVACASA and the NCACASA to John Connell, with a cc to A.G. Kawamura and the Pest Prevention committee.  Paul Boch volunteered to write the letter.

B. Legislative Update – Frank C
AB 1059 – the 224 gas tax legislation.  Went out of committee on Tuesday.  There is no governor-approved position.  No response from CDFA.  The bill is going to appropriations.

SB 1426 – it will be heard on the 28th.  It includes amendments to protect the lettuce inspection program.

AB 2425 – dead.  The sponsors pulled the bill and will work with industry.

There is $3 million in the budget for the high risk program.  CACASA sent a letter to the governor seeking support for the program.  Ira Ruskin, Assemblyman for the 21st District (San Mateo and Santa Clara) asked how the ag commissioners felt about $3 million.  Ruskin wants to be chair of the Budget Sub Three to push the program forward next year.  Noreen Evans also would like to be the chair.

C. AB 2425 – Dave Bengston

This has to do with the Apple Commission.  According to the Apple Commission, all apple growers in the commission were supportive of the bill.  However the ag commissioners were not mentioned.  The ag commissioners formed a sub-committee.  Dave Bengston called industry and determined that none of the growers he called had heard of the bill.  Bill Stephens, El Dorado Agricultural Commissioner, determined that growers in his county are against it.  The Farm Bureau and growers had a conference call with the Apple Commission about AB 2425.  The Commission tried to make amendments and get support.  Growers from the north were concerned about the apple maggot.  Then, the Commission said the problem is with offshore apples.  The Farm Bureau indicated they would accept this bill if CDFA was the lead agency for pest prevention.  The Commission never put any information about the bill in their newsletter.

Dave B. recommended CACASA have a policy that as a state organization, we don’t get involved in commission or marketing order issues.  Jerry Howard recommended we include this in CACASA’s legislative platform.  Ed Williams stated the organic industry could not live with the requirements, and the assessments generated more money than expect.

It was M/S/P to recommend to the legislative committee that we adopt a legislative platform that addresses not getting involved with marketing orders and commissions.

D. Spring Conference Location 2008 – Harry Krug

The location goes to the north in 2008, yet Monterey County has offered to host it if the north does not have a site.  Our by-laws identify a rotation schedule that would be out of order if the conference were held in Monterey in 2008.  The NCACASA indicated they will work on hosting the conference in Konocti or Tahoe.

E. Delta Vision Project – Ed Williams

Ed passed out a handout on the Delta Vision Process Proposal.  The only affected counties are Sacramento, Yolo, and Solano.  In summary, it is the 100-year vision of what people want the delta to be.

F. Livestock identification program – Pat Griffin and Victor Velez (CDFA)
A member of the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors asked Pat to bring a resolution before the Board, opposing the National Animal Identification System.  The concern is with range cattle, and the fact that cattle may have a 200 square mile range and the inability to track range cattle.  It appears the program is modeled after dairy cattle, where it is a closed system.  Overall, the concern is there will be more government and more paperwork.  In Mendocino County, all growers are referred to the Farm Advisor when they have questions regarding the identification system.

Victor Velez explained the program.  Animal identification has been working for a long time.  They have looked at the brand inspectors; however brand inspection is for ownership only.  The Department is working closely with the brand inspectors.  The brand inspectors are using GPS units to track animals.  

The new system is trying to get a species-specific identification program.  Poultry species-specific identification is not done yet.  It may be speciated into commercial and backyard/live market birds.

Seventeen states have the ID program.

They will not be recording animal movement, such as trail rides, when the animal crosses fences, or when the animal leaves the property.  If there is no commingling or movement, movement monitoring will not be required.  If you have records, the advantage is that you may only need to quarantine a few animals instead of all the animals in the herd.  A premise ID is a reference ID.

The USDA has accepted two new numbering systems.  So far, one can use a scrapies or brucellosis program number.

This is not a mandatory program at this time.  There are benchmarks.  By January 2007, 25% of the premises are expected to be registered (currently 12.5% are registered).  California is taking a conservative approach because of so many unknowns.  USDA stated if the benchmarks are not met, the program might become mandatory.  Wisconsin is the only state with mandatory premise identification.

There may be funding available for county’s to perform outreach, since so much education needs to occur.  Contact Victor for further information on funding possibilities or more handouts or DVDs.

G. DC delegation funding – Mark Quisenberry

It was M/S/P that the SVACASA recommend to the Board of Directors that the SVACASA maintain the current system of reimbursing the delegate that we send to Washington, DC. Discussion followed regarding choosing representatives from regional groups, making the delegation well rounded, yet also having the commissioners meet with critical representatives.

H. Set date for Sac Valley egg blitz – Mark Quisenberry

September 27, 2006 was chosen for the Sac Valley egg blitz.  The NCACASA will also participate this year. A reminder will be sent prior to the date.  Mark Lockhart will handle the reminders and communication for the North.  Send results to Mary Mutz, Secretary SVACASA for compilation.

I. Ag Waiver Renewal – Rick Landon or someone else

The Central Valley Regional Water Board is meeting today to consider several proposals for renewal of the Irrigated Lands Waiver.  Rick Landon is attending the Board meeting and was not available for comment.

J. Residual mill project status – Frank Carl

Sacramento County is managing the A + K Computer Program, also known as the Automated Inspection Report System (AIRS).  The project value is $385,000.  $110,000 is county money, the residual mil.  $275,000 is the DPR contribution.

A total of $500,000 is available for the two restricted material projects.  $300,000 is for AgGIS and $200,000 is for RMSS.

Glenn County is managing the AgGIS project, valued at $300,000.  $250,000 of this project is state money, $50,00 is the county share, invoiced through Los Angeles County.

Kings County is managing the RMSS project, a $200,000 project.  All of this funding is invoiced through Los Angeles County.

Kurt Floren had some problem with commingling state and county money into the same fund, but his Board has accepted the CACASA funding.

$30,000 is provided to do a website for the Computer User Group.  Mary Pfeiffer and Kings County are managing this aspect.

$55,000 is available for Hearing Officer and Advocate training.  The funding is managed by Los Angeles County.

$440,000 is left of the residual mil with approximately $400,000 to be spent on special projects.  This will leave $40,000 in reserve.

K. AgGIS permit program update – Mark Black

Glenn County has had 3 meetings for implementing the program.  A draft work plan handout was distributed.  More input is needed from CACASA and DPR.  Glenn County is developing Version 3.  Version 2 is used in 13 counties now.  Version 3 is funded by a grant from the State Water Board.  The handout discussed the roll out, communication, training, resources, and funding.  Version 3 is still under development, and hopefully it will be ready for the 2008 permit season.  Mark Q. has a contact through ag leadership that may help us with technological concerns.

L. Giant dodder – Dennis Pooler

Sacramento County has Japanese Dodder.  Yuba County cut down the dodder from their site, burnt it, but now it has been found .5 mile away.  So far, it has been found in Yuba, Shasta, Contra Costa, and Sacramento counties.  Advise detection staff.  Giant Dodder is a Q rated pest.

M. CACASA Biocontrol Conference – Harry Krug

Shasta County/Mary Pfeiffer is the lead agency.  The conference will be held in Redding in 2007. A conference call discussing ideas for a practical field conference has been held.  CDFA wants to tie training into the conference.  It may be a two-day conference, one full day and one half day.  Hopefully, industry will participate.

N. Pest prevention issues and changes – Richard Price

$3,000,000 for high risk funding is the big issues.  The priority would be:

1. Truck shipments from Florida.  This would create shifts in resources to San Joaquin County and shifts to the South.

2. Survey to look at sectional centers.  Determine where the facilities are located.  Determine regional facilities.

There are 3 dog teams that are getting trained.  There is a contract with a trainer in Florida.

Pest Rating Subcommittee:  Discussed the H rating, weeds, and switchgrass.  They are waiting for CDFA to give legal information about invasives sold in nurseries.

Detection contract work plans – some counties are not receiving the request for work plans.

Contract audit workshops are set up for the last week of August, 8:30 to 4:30.  They are scheduled as follows:

Redding
Monday

Solano

Tuesday

Modesto
Wednesday

Riverside
Friday

The training will address audit issues, federal requirements, especially contracts with federal funding, such as GWSS and detection.  Whoever prepares the budget and/or tracks receivables should attend.  Two to three people per county are expected.

Carla Markham will coordinate a small hive beetle survey.

RIFA self-certification went better than expected.

O. Discussion regarding CACASA becoming a member of Infra Guard – Dennis Pooler
Dennis Pooler led a brief discussion.  ACTION ITEM – M/S/P to recommend to Food Safety and Bio Security to research the possibility of CACASA becoming a member of InfraGard.
P. Discussion regarding CACASA meeting as a whole vs. meeting as the Board of Directors - Dennis Pooler

Dennis Pooler led a brief discussion.  ACTION ITEM – M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the Spring and Winter Conferences be a meeting of the whole.

Q. Succession planning – Dennis Pooler

Yuba County is currently developing a plan based on all county departments’ needs. The Yuba County director of Personnel will make a presentation on the plan to the Sacramento Valley Group at their September 2006 meeting.

ACTION ITEM – M/S/P to move the Yuba County presentation to the Interim meeting in August 2006.

Item 7 
Executive Session

A. Long Range Planning – Gary Caseri

Gary will send the long range planning document back out to the group for review and comment. Return comments to Gary.

B. 2006/2007 weed management area funding – Mike Boitano

It was M/S/P that Frank Carl write a letter to Ed Williams addressing the commissioner’s support of the Weed Management Area funding bill.  Since the meeting, Frank has spoken with the appropriate parties at CDFA, addressing the matter verbally.
C. Life membership for Bill Duckworth – Dennis Pooler

It was M/S/P to recommend the following to the executive secretary:



Life membership for Bill Duckworth



Honorary life membership for Aurelio Posada



Honorary life membership for Desmond Jolly



Honorary life membership posthumously for David Godfrey

D. Farm labor contractor issue – Jerry Howard

E. Humboldt County – Dave Bengston

F. Sac Valley check

M/S/P to reimburse $97.79 to Harry Krug for meeting expenses.

G. Northern Counties check – Dave Bengston

Meeting was reconvened at 8:00 AM on 6/23/06 by Mark Lockhart

Item 8
Executive Session

None

Item 9
CDFA Issues
A. CDFA Report – Ed Williams 

David Nunenkamp recently passed away from liver/colon cancer. Eric Stein is now managing legislative affairs. John Connell has been appointed as the new Director of Plant Health. Aurelio Posadas, and Bill Sandidge have retired. Nick Condos is the Acting Pest Exclusion Branch Chief, with Gary Leslie taking over in July. Mike Colvin is the acting Program Supervisor for Nursery, Seed, and Cotton Programs. Kevin Mashura has replaced Gary Manning in the Fruit and Vegetable Standardization Program and Vickie Baker has replaced Ed Brown’s position in Compliance and Inspection Branch administrative management. Eddy Zhou has been appointed as the Anaheim Chemistry Laboratory Services Supervisor. Nirmal Saini has been appointed as the new Branch Chief of Chemistry Laboratory Services.

The budget conference committee has approved $3 million additional funds for the County High Risk Pest Exclusion Program. CDFA’s Emerging Threats proposal is still under consideration. Two proposals were approved that would provide for a one year survey of private vehicles at the Needles Inspection Station and to monitor commercial vehicles for the Board of Equalization. $2.5 million has been approved for weed management activities.

CDFA will be holding four specialized listening sessions across the state. County agricultural commissioners are encouraged to participate. At each location, ag commissioners, legislative representatives, and other state agency designees have been invited to serve as listening session panelists. For updated Farm Bill news and listening session information, please visit the Farm Bill website at www.cdfa.ca.gov/egov/farmbill/. For further information, please call (916) 654-0321.

USDA has barred Florida citrus growers from sending fresh fruit to other citrus producing states this season. Three Diaprepes have been discovered in Carlsbad and one in Rancho Santa Fe. OFF eradication project is under way in LA County. One JB has been found near LAX, delimitation is under way.  Fresno County is under Peach Fruit Fly quarantine and Sacramento County has had one find so far.
Item 10
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report – Ed Williams

All DMS notices will now be posted at the following locations: www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms, “information”, “industry/regulatory”, “DMS Policy Letters and Notices” or at www.cdfa.ca.gov/countyag/postings/.  Beginning October 1, 2006, individual emails will no longer be sent to commissioners/sealers. The Western Weights and Measures Conference will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah, September 10-14, 2006.

Item 11
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report – Jim Shattuck

The June DPR CAC Liaison report was emailed to all agricultural commissioners on June 9, 2006. DPR is in the process of developing a complaint telephone # for citizens to call. They are working with AT&T to have this telephone number published in the white pages.  Agricultural commissioners will be notified before scripts are actually written for the Telephone directories.  The first Enforcement Response Policy workshop is scheduled to be held in Redding, CA on June 28, 2006. Kathy Boyle sent a letter to all commissioners on June 5, 2006 on Structural Issues. Items addressed in the correspondence were: the structural pest control education and enforcement fund, legislation, regulations, and the pre-construction application committee. Paul Goslin is working with ARB to present DPR’s Clean Air Initiative Workshop. The workshop is tentatively schedule for sometime in August 2006. San Joaquin County, Senator Machado, and DPR are scheduled to meet concerning closed mix/load systems. DPR is planning to release their new progress report in September or October 2006. Contact Veda Federighi if you have any comments or ideas.

ACTION ITEM – M/S/F to recommend to PRAC to repeal the closed system requirements.

ACTION ITEM – M/S/P to recommend to DPR, to review the suitability of the current closed system regulations.

B. Special pesticide projects for mill fee funds – Harry Krug
There is $440,000 left for special projects for counties.  No county proposals have been submitted as of yet.  They should be submitted by the August Interim meeting.  Harry discussed the possibility of Sac Valley having a project that involves some counties but doesn’t counteract one of the other counties.  Funding will be for 2007/2008.

C. PMAC committee membership draft – Jerry Howard/Mark Quisenberry

DPR has the sole authority to appoint members. The direction of PMAC has changed from the original inception. IPM issues were addressed in the beginning, now it has changed towards Pest Management in the 21st Century and urban issues.

D. ERP regulations – Mary-Ann Warmerdam

The last phase of public comment is wrapping up. No further changes will be considered. AB 455 was vetoed by the Governor with the understanding that ERP would be fast tracked. DPR wants at least a two year trial period. Each county agricultural commissioner has discretion on how to develop their respective work plan. The wording for “knowledge of a violation” will be reworded in the final regulations that will give some discretion.

E. Regional hearing officer – Mark Quisenberry

There is a possibility that residual mill funds could be available to fund the use of retired agricultural commissioners as hearing officers. The urgency for advocate and hearing officer training was reiterated to Mary Ann.

F. Mary-Ann Warmerdam Report - 11:00 am
1. Clean Water Initiative. The Secretary and Water Board Chair have met with the Governor. DPR has been tasked with the BDO to develop policies and ideas. We need to look within our operations (urban IPM and anti-fouling paints).

2. Air Quality. There has been a Federal Court Order due to the VOC/SIP lawsuit, that DPR must provide by 2007, their plan to meet the obligation under the SIP. Strawberry, carrot and possibly pepper industries are working with DPR to reduce VOC’s. Meeting the air quality standards in the San Joaquin Valley will be challenging.

3. Plastic Pesticide Container Disposal. The western Plant Association and DPR are working together to develop a mandatory recycling program requiring 100% participation.

Item 12
Additional Agenda Items

A. 2008 Sac Valley/North location

Mark Quisenberry provided information about securing the Cal Lodge in Norden, CA as a possible venue in 2008. A brief discussion occurred among the group. No action was taken

B. Tuolumne County Budget

Tabled.


C.
Informational report from Mary Pfeiffer regarding CalHIP and USFS Invasive Species 

Mark Lockhart provided an update about a meeting that Mary Pfeiffer attended at the Huntington Botanical Gardens on May 11, 2006. A copy of the minutes and other information was emailed to all CACASA members. A questionnaire was also attached requesting input/opinions about the impact of three invasives currently found in the horticultural trade; Green & Purple Fountain Grass, Jubata & Pampas Grass, and ivies. CACASA members are encouraged to respond to the questionnaire. The USFS National Invasive Species Conference was held June 13-14, 2006 in Denver that was also attended by Mary Pfeiffer. Chief Bosworth stated that dealing with invasives was one of the top four priorities of the agency and that he is committed to dealing with the problem. Dave Tenny, the USDA representative, said that his agency is also committed to dealing with the problem and that Invasive Species was addressed in an upcoming Farm Bill. Rod Mangold, USFS Director of Forest Health Protection, stated that they are working on categorical exclusions.

ACTION ITEM – M/S/P that the North Group refer to the Weed & Vertebrate Committee that CACASA write a letter to USFS with cc’s to Congressional representatives requesting categorical exemptions and that Secretary Kawamura is requested to also write a similar type letter.

D. ACP appeals – Karl Bishop

Karl Bishop discussed a recent agriculture/structural civil penalty that had been recently appealed in Plumas County.  A telephone conference was scheduled to hear oral arguments. Even though the main issue to be heard was supposed to be the suitability of the hearing officer, evidence already presented at the hearing by the respondent was re-presented as well as additional new evidence.  Karl was concerned that this constituted a rehearing of the case and was not what it was intended to be.  A brief discussion about the appeal process occurred. 


E.
Sac Valley representative for on-line reporting sub-committee – Ed Williams

Yuba County volunteered to be the representative.


F.
Investigative Training

Paul Boch emphasized the need to conduct training for our inspectors. A brief discussion occurred.  ACTION ITEM – M/S/P to obtain the name of the DPR person conducting training sessions and request that a training session be held in the north part of the state.

G. Avian Influenza – Dennis Pooler

Dennis has concerns because we receive so much information from other agencies regarding Avian Influenza, yet we don’t receive much information from CDFA.  Victor Velez will take the concern back to CDFA.  Victor stated there is an active group in Southern California continuing with outreach efforts.

H. GWSS contract – Dennis Pooler

Dennis Pooler told CDFA that he is not going to do the GWSS trapping, due to lack of appropriate funding to run the program.

Item 13
Next Meeting:
SVACASA July 26, 2006






Sacramento County 

Item 14
The meeting was recessed at 5:30 PM on June 22, 2006.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM, June 23, 2006.
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