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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes

Wednesday, April 12, 2006

9:30 am

Sacramento County Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures

4137 Branch Center Road

Sacramento, California 95827

(916) 875-6603

Members Attending:

Rick Landon, Chair, Yolo

Bill Stephans, Secretary, El Dorado/Alpine

Frank Carl, Sacramento

Mark Black, Glenn

Kevin Roush, Yuba


Mark Quisenberry, Sutter

Richard Price, Butte


Mary Mutz, Calaveras

Christine Turner, Placer

Gary Caseri, Tuolumne

Jerry Howard, Solano


Mike Boitano, Amador

Harry Krug, Colusa

Guests:

Dorothea Zadig, CDFA

Roy Rutz, CDPR

Steve Patton, CDFA

Item 1
The meeting was called to order by Chair Landon at 9:34 am.

Item 2
Additional Agenda Items


A.
Request from DPR for Electronic Copies of the Negotiated Work Plans – Gary Caseri


B.
County Budgets – Gary Caseri


C.
June meeting Discussion – Mike Boitano

Item 3
M/S/P to approve the March 1 & 2, 2006 Meeting Minutes
Item 4
Correspondence

A. Letter to Director Warmerdam

Item 5
Treasurer’s Report 

The Sac Valley has $952.24 in the area group checking account.

Item 6
CACASA Issues

A. Geographical Information Systems as a Tool for Implementing Best Management Practices- Informational and Discussion Item - Mark Black

The County of Glenn has been working with Gallaway Consulting, Inc to use GIS to provide a modeling environment to evaluate location and physical characteristics of fields with organophosphate applications. They are also using this system to identify the spatial distribution of risk areas.   The objectives of this project were to:

1. Integrate the 2004 Pesticide Use Reporting System (PURS) with a variety of spatial information

2. Create a model that identifies field units with varying levels of risk associated with organophosphates (OP) runoff at the watershed level

3. Discuss how the model can be used to identify field units that should have Best Management Practices (BMP) applied to reduce the risk of runoff 

The AG GIS system is currently being upgraded to “Level 3” and will also work with this developing system.  The “Level 3” upgrade should be completed by the end of April or early May.  Originally, it was thought that it would take 3 months to check and cross check the “Level 3” upgrades by comparing the results with the Glenn County permit data.  Since they have been working on the AG GIS program over the last several months, they feel that most of the “bugs” will be worked out and that the verification process should only take approximately one month.  Once that process is completed, the program can be distributed to other counties free of charge.  Pat Way, one of the developers of the AG GIS program will continue to work for Glenn County.

B. FedX Ground Inspections – Paul Boch  
This item was not discussed and will be continued until the next meeting.

C. Legislative Update – Frank Carl

The hearings at the various committees will begin next week.  Currently, there is not much happening but that will change as hearings take place.  On the federal side, CDFA is supporting HR 4049.

SB 1426 (Denham) - This bill would establish the Emergency Account in the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund and appropriate $5 million from the General Fund to that account for pest detection, emergency eradication and research on agricultural plant and animal diseases.  This bill would also create the Emerging Threat Intervention Account in the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund and appropriate $9 million from the General fund to that account for imposition of quarantines, etc.  $1.8 million of the $9 million is identified for contracts with local agricultural commissioners to enhance logistical capabilities in support of the State Veterinarian’s actions.

SB 1848 (B&P Committee) – This bill would repeal the sunset contained in B&P Section 8698.6 which allows both the LA County Ag Commissioner and the Orange County Ag Commissioner to contract with the Director of DPR for increased structural fumigation, inspection and enforcement activities.  This has resulted in a $5 NOI fee to both of the counties.  Industry may be agreeable to include additional counties in the bill.

AB 2285 (B&P Committee) – B&P Section 13300 contains language that will require the operator of a business establishment that uses an automatic checkout system to conspicuously  display to the consumer at the time the price is interpreted by the system all price reductions, surcharges and taxes.  Members of industry have stated that this requirement may be a problem to comply with and have proposed to remove them from the code.

AB 2425 (Matthews) – This bill provides that the Secretary of CDFA appoint a committee for the purpose of identifying and designating pests and diseases that pose a threat to the apple industry.  It also would provide that it is unlawful to handle apples in violation of the provisions and that the California Apple Commission investigate complaints regarding alleged violations.  The Apple Commission would be authorized to issue violation notices and to take civil actions for such violations.

AB 2479 (Cogdill) – This bill proposes to fund the weed management area groups with $5 million in general fund money.  There still is a problem with the estimated lost crop productivity of $7,400,000.  This number is extremely low.  It will be amended in the future to more accurately reflect the correct amount. 

AB 2644 (Montanez) – This bill would require that water vending machines be cleaned and serviced at least once every thirty days and also require a toll free number for the Department of Health Services Food and Drug Branch be posted on each machine.  This bill would authorize the Department of Health Services to contract with county sealers to enforce prescribed provisions related water vending machines. Sealers would forward the violations to the Department of Health Services for them to take appropriate actions which could include an assessment of a fine.  

AB 2676 (Ag Committee) – This bill extends the sunset of Direct Marketing in FAC 47021

AB 1508 (Salinas) – This bill is still alive and would state that the provisions of the California Seed Law occupy the entire field of regulation regarding the registration, labeling, sale, storage, transportation, distribution, notification of use and use of seeds to the exclusion of local regulations.

S 2487 Specialty Crop Bill for federal funding.  The purpose of this Act is to make necessary changes in and additions to Federal agricultural policy to accomplish the goals of increasing specialty crop consumption and improving the competitiveness of United States specialty crop producers.

D. Report - GWSS Nursery Treatment Program – Frank Carl
The advisory committee met a few weeks ago and agreed to expand the program to include additional potential receivers of treated GWSS shipments, not just production nursery locations.  This proposed expansion of the program is mainly due to overall success of the treatment protocols.

E. San Francisco Fumigation Inspection Fee Program – Frank Carl
The City/County of San Francisco Department of Environmental Health has begun charging for Notices of Intent and also a fumigation fee for all structural applications.  PCOC has filed a complaint with DPR.  This is one of several attacks on the State’s Primacy of pesticide issues which is not lawful based on today’s pesticide statutes.  DPR may take a strong position against such attacks on its primacy.  This issue may be the direct result of San Francisco not employing an Agricultural Commissioner.

It was M/S/P by a unanimous vote of the members of the Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association area group to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to request that the Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture and the Director of the Department of Pesticide Regulation resolve the fact that the County/City of San Francisco still does not have an Agricultural Commissioner and that they are violating the State's primacy in pesticide issues by charging fees that are outside of the pesticide regulatory laws.

F. Certified Farmers Market Advisory Committee Proposal (2:00 PM) Steve Patton) – Frank Carl
Dan Best has proposed to establish a Direct Marketing Ad Hoc Committee by legislation which would be in addition to the currently established Farmers’ Market Advisory Committee (FMAC).  He appears to be proposing this additional committee because he is not happy with the decisions and proposals coming out the FMAC.

G. Davey Tree Surgery – Calaveras Settlement – Mary Mutz
Calaveras County has settled with Davey Tree Surgery for pesticide use violations that occurred in 2004. The settlement was $35,000 with $10,000 stayed to give Davey Tree a reduction in the penalty if they did not violate any other pesticide provisions within a specified time.   An inspection was recently performed in Calaveras with the same violations as the original case being discovered.  The stayed amount of $10,000 maybe required to be remitted to Calaveras County.  The decision to forfeit the stayed $10,000 is pending.  Calaveras Department of Ag was able to use the original $25,000 to purchase equipment.  If the additional $10,000 is remitted, they may also be able to spend it to enhance their programs.

H. San Francisco Ag Commissioner Update

Nothing has changed regarding the situation in San Francisco.  The feeling of the area group members is that the Secretary must appoint someone to the position.  The Secretary should have a pool of retired Agricultural Commissioner/Sealers that he could use to temporarily appoint to a vacant position until a county permanently appoints someone with the appropriate licenses. The motion contained in Item 6.E. is applicable to this item.

I. Spring Conference Agenda Review - Group

1. Biological Control

Some of the items that will be discussed at this committee are: Pest Management in the 21st Century Working Group Report; an appointment of a planning sub-committee for the CACASA 2007 Biological Control Field Conference and the Co-existing Guidelines for GMO Cropping Systems.

2. Board of Directors

To date, the only Board of Directors agenda that has been distributed is for Monday May 1, 2006.  AG Kawamura and Mary-Ann Warmerdam will give welcoming remarks.

3. Finance

There will be discussions and clarifications of each area group’s responsibility for the Washington, DC trips.

4. Food Safety/Bio-Security

No agenda was available for discussion.

5. Laws & Regulations

Discussions regarding AB 889 implementation survey results, water vending machine inspections for the Department of Health and ultra-low sulfur diesel dispenser labeling will be presented by David Lazier.

6. Legislation

Legislation was discussed under Item 6. C.
7. Natural Resources Protection

No agenda was available for discussion.

8. Nursery, Seed & Apiary

No agenda was available for discussion.

9. Personnel Standards

The licensing “White Paper” will be discussed.  It appears that all area groups do not support the initial proposal to give licenses to CDFA and DPR employees once they reach a certain level.  The overall problem appears to be a small pool of candidates for mid-management positions.

10. Pest Prevention

Revisions to Report # 1 will be discussed and the need to have those revisions discussed prior to implementations.  The High Risk Funding formula will remain the same and will be utilized by SFO and LAX.  The regional program for the dog teams will be discussed.  The initial push for the dog teams was the desire to publicize the High Risk program through their use.  The State will begin to sample more seeds and hay bales at the Border Stations for weed seeds.  The State took over the seed inspections last year.  Contract Audit Workshops will be held throughout the State.  This is important in that many counties do not know what documentation is necessary when federal funds are involved.

11. Pesticide Regulatory Affairs

There will be a report from the sub-committee on NOI’s for SPCB performing pre-construction termiticide applications.  Kelly Okuma must call a special meeting of the Board and has not been able to do so.  There will be a discussion regarding the Mill Disbursement report and recommendations.  There will be a roundtable discussion on SB 391 on Wednesday May 3rd at 2:30 PM, please bring Enforcement Letter 06-02 to the discussion.  Operator I.D. numbers and enforcement issues will be discussed.  Enforcement response regulations and the comments that were received throughout the State will be discussed.  There appears to be about 17 pages of comments.  DPR will analyze each of the comments and respond as appropriate.  The additional workshops throughout the State were necessary because of the increased interest by environmental and ag groups.  DPR has also received a significant number of comments regarding the proposed label changes to the 2nd generation anti-coagulant rodenticides with many identifying “indoor use only” as a major problem.  There will be an update on the chemistry lab/sample processing times which appears to have been greatly improved.  The pesticide plastic container recycling program has had the industry funding removed.  This could pose a major problem in that many landfills will not accept empty pesticide containers even if they are triple rinsed.  Some landfills do take empty pesticide containers but the sheer volume can greatly increase the waste stream.  There will be a discussion concerning the San Francisco city/county structural fumigation permit and inspection fees which are attacking the State’s primacy regarding pesticide use.  Also, the City of Oakland has now defined the “application” site as a “storage” site and the Contra Costa Board of supervisors is considering a ban on avicides.  All of these issues are questioning the state’s primacy on pesticide use.  DPR is considering taking a much stronger stance when these types of issues arise.  SB 1229 has been pulled by Senator Florez because there may be a tentative agreement to do this administratively.

12. Specifications & Tolerances

No agenda was available for discussion.

13. Standardization & Statistics

No agenda was available for discussion.

14. Weed & Vertebrate

Craig Coolahan will be at the meeting to discuss the increase in Wildlife Services costs to the contracting counties.  This will be approximately a 7% increase.  Many are concerned that as these costs continue to rise, counties will be forced to abandon the program even though it is a critical program that is necessary for animal control.  Ken Smith will discuss the Northern weed tour for Secretary Kawamura.

J. Civil Penalty Regulation Status – Harry Krug

This item was discussed under Item 6. I. 11 – PRAC Agenda

K. Lack of Conference Agendas  - Harry Krug
Some of the agendas for the spring conference have been received but there still are quite a few that have not been forthcoming.  The CACASA By-laws states that the agendas must be out at least 30 days in advance of the meeting.

L. Rain Storm delays in Planting – Harry Krug

USDA and Colusa County are telling growers to submit any crop losses because the Farm Bill may include emergency funds to help offset the losses.  It is imperative that we timely receive the actual losses so that we can request an emergency declaration.

M. Animal Damage Control - Current Budget Increases – Mark Black
This was discussed in Item 6. I. 14. – Weed and Vertebrate Agenda.

N. Deputy Exam Frequency – Richard Price
CACASA and CDFA should explore the possibility of giving the written deputy exams twice a year with the oral exam being offered once a year.  This may increase the pool of candidates that could take the oral exams which could alleviate the shortage of mid-management candidates.

O. Ag Discharge Waiver/Irrigated Lands Program Up-date – Richard Price
Butte County’s first quarterly report has been submitted to the Regional Water Quality Control Board.  There have been lots of positive comments.  Margaret Wong has been going out on inspections and is beginning to understand our programs.  The new Executive Officer for the Regional Board is developing a completely new waiver that incorporates some drastic changes from the prior proposed waiver.  As of this point, we are not sure if the changes will be good for agriculture.

Item 7
CDFA Issues

A. CDFA Report  

The USDA is proposing to allow asymptomatic citrus canker shipments into California from Florida.  There is precedence for this due to shipments of asymptomatic citrus canker into Europe.  A risk assessment regarding this was released on April 6, 2006 which concluded that asymptomatic, commercially produced citrus fruit that has been treated with disinfectant dips and subject to other mitigations is not epidemiologically significant as a pathway for the introduction of citrus canker.  Even if infected fruit were to enter a canker-free area with susceptible hosts, the establishment of citrus canker via this pathway is highly unlikely. There is no evidence that asymptomatic fruit is epidemiologically significant as a means for spread.  There is concern that the natural spread of the Asiatic Citrus psyllid which is the vector for citrus greening will eventually reach California.  USDA is proposing to build a fruit fly rearing facility in the continental US.  CDFA wants to continue to use the one located in Hawaii rather have than one on the US mainland.  Gary Manning is retiring.  The regulations to implement AB 520 (Parra) which allows civil administrative penalties to be imposed against any person violating provisions relating to fruit, nut and vegetable standards going to be submitted to OAL.  Tomato regulations are going through which would make “dirt” a defect.  Standardizations fees have been increased.  Both the CFM application and organic complaint forms are on line.  They must be printed, completed and mailed or FAXed in rather than completing them on-line for submittal. 

Item 8
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report 

No report.

Item 9
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report 

No report.  Pesticide items were discussed under Item 6. I. 11. – PRAC Agenda

B. Regiment Update - Cheryl Norton, Valent (11:00am – 20 to 30 minutes)

Tom Schreier, the Project Manager for Registration and Regulatory Affairs for Valent gave a Power Point presentation regarding the herbicide Regiment.  Problems were occurring when Regiment volatized during low-level inversion conditions.  The new label was issued under FIFRA Section 2(ee) and gives recommendations and guidelines for aerial applications.  This recommendation expires on December 31, 2007.    The product bulletin was created through a cooperative effort involving counties, growers, applicators, CDPR and USEPA.  Valent is committed to a stewardship program that incorporates research, education and certification so that their products are used with the minimum amount of risk.

C. Draft Restricted Materials and Permitting Manual – Roy Rutz (10:15am)
The Pesticide Use Enforcement Programs Standards Compendium, Volume III. Restricted Materials and Permit Management was discussed.  This volume contains 13 chapters:

1. Core Responsibilities

2. California Restricted Materials Permitting Program

3. EIR Functional Equivalency

4. Restricted Use Pesticides/Restricted Materials Definitions

5. Private Applicator Certification

6. Permits and Exemptions

7. Permit Requirements

8. Permit Evaluations

9. (Pre-Application) Site Evaluations

10. Grounds for Refusal, Revocation and Suspension

11. Due Process Related to Permits

12. County Agricultural Commissioner’s Permit Review

13. Appeals to the Director for Additional Review

Roy is looking for comments within the next few weeks especially concerning chapters 5, 7, 8, 11 and Appendices C5, D and E.  Also, please review Appendix C.1, C.4 and C.5, these are very important recommended permit conditions for 1,3- dichloropropene (1,3-D), Metam Sodium and Metam Potassium Products and Methyl Bromide and Sulfuryl Flouride (ProFume).  

D. Update on the Mill Disbursement – Frank Carl/Jerry Howard
Please make sure that you submit the AG GIS/RMMS survey distributed by President Prieto.  This survey will be used to distribute Mill assessment and matching DPR funds to either Glenn (AG-GIS) or Kings (RMMS) counties.  The amount of funding for each of the two counties will be in direct proportion to the number of counties that have identified their program of choice in the survey.  The sub-committee has done an outstanding job in identifying statewide priority projects that utilizes the available funds wisely.

E. PMAC Meeting Update – Jerry Howard
This item was not discussed.

F. Permit Computer Program Survey – Harry Krug
This item was discussed in Executive Session and under Item 9. D.   Basically, there was a feeling that some of the telephone solicitations received by the counties were inappropriate.  This has been corrected.

Item 10
Additional Agenda Items


A.
Request from DPR for Electronic Copies of the Negotiated Work Plans – Gary Caseri

DPR has decided to postpone the posting of our work plans and evaluations until after July 1, 2006.  


B.
County Budgets – Gary Caseri

Tuolumne County has asked departments to decrease expenditures by 10%.  This reduction is based on the total expenditures of the departments and not on net county costs.  Tuolumne County maintains a General Hospital that requires an additional $7 million of General Fund money to operate.


C.
June meeting Discussion – Mike Boitano

The increased amount of precipitation and snow in the higher elevations may make it difficult to hold the combined meeting at the higher elevations.  After discussions, the group still chose to hold the combined meeting at a higher elevation which may be colder with snow even in June.

Item 11
Executive Session

A. Unallocated mill funding (questionnaire - Jerry Prieto) – AG GIS or RMMS - Mark Black 
Item 12
Next Meeting:
June 22 & 23, 2006






Amador County 

Item 13
Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:03 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Stephans

Sac Valley Secretary

PAGE  
8
- PROTECTING AGRICULTURE, PEOPLE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

_980928536

