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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes
Wednesday, September 26, 2007

9:30 am

Yuba County Board of Supervisors Chambers

LOCATION: 
915 8th Street Suite 109
Marysville, 95901-5273

Ag / W&M: (530) 749-5400
In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Richard Price, Butte County

Frank Carl, Sacramento County



Mike Boitano, Amador County

Bill Stephans, El Dorado / Alpine Counties


Louie Mendoza, Yuba County

Rick Landon, Yolo County




Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County


Harry Krug, Colusa County




Jerry Howard, Solano County

Christine Turner, Placer County



Joseph Damiano, Nevada County

Kevin Roush, Yuba County 




Steve Anderson, Yuba County

Rey Lopez, Glenn County 

Guests:

Nan Gorder, CDPR





Sue Edmiston, CDPR

Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison



Jim Shattuck, CDPR Liaison

Mary-Ann Warmerdam, CDPR



Larry Wasson, CDPR

JoAnne Payan, CDPR

Item 1
Call to Order – 9:35am

Lunch (Arranged)
Item 2
Additional Agenda Items


A.
Gas tax 
· addressed during the meeting, slight increase in gas tax

B.
PUE annual workplans 
· Email just sent out by CDPR that workplans are due on Friday September 28, 2007. Some concern that notification and procedures from CDPR did not adequately provide direction on the process for completing the workplans. Nan Gorder addressed this issue in the CDPR update

C.
Pest detection contracts/workplans – addressed during meeting, see item 6 F.

D.
Medfly update – Solano County
· Update provided by Jerry Howard, three males and one female fly have been found in one trap on the initial find.  Additional flies have been found. Sterile medflies have been released, local emergency has been approved the Board of Supervisors

· Solano County has got a good response from CDFA in dealing with this issue, would like CDFA to include the partnership with counties in future press releases
· Medfly also found in Santa Clara County
· Two more LBAM’s found in Vallejo

· Discussion of Dr. Carry letter stating that “Medflies are established everywhere and that we are only treating symptoms and this a larger problem”
· It was M/S/P that the sac valley area group refer the above issue to the pest detection/emergency projects working group and recommend that the CDFA write a response and ask the department to write a “counter release” describing the magnitude of our pest detection programs.  

E.
Johnny Gonzalez water letter – addressed during ILP discussion
F. Casap workshop - September 29, 2007 in Contra Costa County (Concord)
Item 3
Approval of June 21 & 22, 2007 joint meeting with North Meeting Minutes - M/S/P with updates to be provided by Mark Black

Approval of July 25, 2007 Daft Meeting Minutes - M/S/P
Item 4
Correspondence

A. None
Item 5
Treasurer’s Report: currently $1,144.86 in account. All dues paid except for Butte County. 

M/S/P – to reimburse Sutter County in the amount of $129.99 for plaque for Dennis Pooler.

New balance is $1,014.87  
Item 6
CACASA Issues

A. Long Range Planning – Boitano: provided update on various issues:
· Keep committee chairman the same, for continuity purposes
· Quarterly meetings with CACASA leadership and CDPR & CDFA

· Permanent representative to attend state board of agriculture meetings
· Have membership/representation at CSAC, RCRC & NACO

· New structure for winter conference? – Sergeant of arms, help control meetings and help move meetings along. Decided President and chairs should address this function
· Amend by-laws to make long range planning committee a standing committee
· Improving CACASA image- appropriate dress code (professional attire, business casual or causal) will be addressing the issue when the minutes come out. 

· Coast group will be coming forth with a proposal to address the issue of the financing of Monterey county lobbyists that have been successful with Washington DC issues. 
B. Small Hive Beetle – Black/Price: met with bee breeders association in August and received authorization from bee breeders association to continue the spending of the $40,000 for SHB surveys for those counties that were the original participants. 

· Sutter County has found a local infestation of SHB. 
· October 17, 2007: SHB will be addressed at the almond board meeting in Modesto, also RIFA will be addressed.

· CDFA has been contacted regarding ACP authority for apiary inspections, language may be provided at winter conference

C. Irrigated Lands Program – Black / Price: discussion on various issues of the ILP.
· Letter from Johnny Gonzales regarding workshop in Clovis. He would like to attend the Sac Valley and San Joaquin area group meetings. 
· Joe Karkoswki (new program supervisor) has succeeded Bill Croyle and is overseeing the ILP 

· New contracts are pending for Butte & Glenn County ILP pilot program 

· Mark Black provided maps of areas that show agriculture fields and agriculture fields that were treated with pesticides. This was done to comply with water quality exceedences. Exceedences may have been fertilizer related
· Sutter County has been sent a copy of a letter that the regional board sent to a local Sutter County grower for a $3,000.00 fine for not participating in the ILP

· Two Glenn County growers have also received like fines for not participating in the ILP 

D. Joint Sacramento Valley and Coast Meeting November 8 and 9, 2007 in Carmel – Black:
· Discussed briefly, will be on a Thursday and Friday- facility to be determined
E. High Risk Pest Exclusion Funding – Price: discussion on various aspects of the program ensued
· $5.5 million funding available

· Workplan requests have been sent out; counties will have seven months to spend their approved budgeted amount. Workplans were due to CDFA on September 25, 2007. counties will be asked to use overtime and weekend work for certain shipments or locations
· Data capturing is becoming an issue for workplans, especially when requesting funds at the federal level

F. Pest Prevention Issues – Price:
· Pest detection contracts have not been sent out yet by CDFA

· Various issues with contracts; money amounts do not match and are being rejected. Contract issue discussion occurred 
· Medfly has been found in Solano County. Also Solano County has concern with the GWSS contract and CEQA issues on that contract. EIR has been ruled “inadequate” and Solano has not signed the contract due to the possible liability responsibility to Solano County 
Item 7
CDFA Issues

A. CDFA Report - Report was provided by Kevin Masuhara that included various issues:

· Staffing updates were provided

· livestock compensation program in relationship to the drought addressed
· update on Monterey County  LBAM treatments and issues associated with the applications

· peach fruit fly found in Santa Clara County

· annual financial statement status – due October 31, 2007 to CDFA

· homeland security terrorism liaison training

· gas tax calculation – slightly higher this year

· various other issues addressed

B. State Ag Board meeting update – Boitano

· Horse racing issue addressed. Race tracks closing in bay area, looking at horses as being an agricultural commodity. Possibly include horses and property under the Williamson Act

C. Wildlife Services Update – Boitano

· BCP turned down, substantial resources and time used in BCP to no avail due to lack of state funds

D. PCIT – Mendoza

· Survey of sac valley counties using program

E. USDA Phytosanitary Certificate $16 Fee – Mendoza

· Email sent out via John Troutwine from APHIS that fee implementation is on hold

Item 8
DMS Issues

A. DMS Report –update provided by Kevin Masuhara, see monthly report
B.
W&M Device billing – Mendoza: current survey of device registration programs 
Item 9
CDPR Issues 

A. DPR Report

· Report provided by Jim Shattuck, various issues and handouts provided
· Refer to DPR Liaison monthly report from Shattuck for specifics

· Del Norte and Contra Costa County Vacancies

· Revising website

· Advocate training pending
· Area group wide plans for SB 391 – comment period closing soon

· Kern County NOI project

· DDT issue, probably from dust in soil

· Vector control agencies MOU 

· Nan Gorder addressed the issue of PUE workplans and the posting of such plans and decision reports
· Other items of interest discussed

B. DPR Update - Director Warmerdam, DPR (10:30 a.m.)

· Director Warmerdam provided an update for DPR involving various issues
· VOC regulatory package to be release on Monday, October 1, 2007. Work load issue was addressed for those counties involved. Extensive communication regarding VOC’s, will be the most single largest investment for DPR in the upcoming year
· Strategic plan “refresh” provided. Ag commissioners have been asked to be involved and provide comments
· BCP plan develop for next year

· Mill funding looks stable for the next year, DPR is currently in a good financial position. Will work with CACASA on the mill assessment long term disbursement. “Encumbered vs. Spent” funds discussion
· Fertilizer enforcement issue discussion occurred. Area group may forward it to our natural resources committee (Rick Landon & Louie Mendoza)

C. Worker Health and Safety Update – Sue Edmiston, DPR: Update provided
· New respiratory reg’s to be implemented on January 1, 2008 which will revise CCR 6739 with new sections.

· Update on the closed mixing and loading systems review
D. Restricted Material and Pesticide Use Report IT systems – JoAnne Payan and Larry Wasson, DPR (1:00 p.m.): update provide by Payan and Wasson:

· General discussion ensued regarding the overall IT strategies for DPR. Area group would like to see a “consultant” review the existing program and make a recommendation as to the viability of the current programs and possibly which direction to head in the future. 

· There was substantial conversation regarding a centralized system for permit issuance and use reporting, similar to the SPURS project. Issues of public information requests for data were discussed
· All represented counties agreed that they would like to see one system in the future to handle the permit and use report requirements as long as it is better than existing programs in place. Some counties have spent substantial resources on the development on their existing programs

E. Garlon use- Landon: Not addressed by area group (carry over to next meeting)
F. DPR Strategic Plan –Boitano:
· Comments and suggestions provided

G. Enforcement Response Regulations Subcommittee – Krug: discussion ensued
· There was a recommendation from the sac valley deputy agriculture association to extend the time frame of decision reports submission from 30 days to 60-90 days. Jerry Howard has suggested that time frame be 60 days.

· Discussion on the process of implementing the enforcement response as it relates to multiple “C” violations

· The ER actually rewards those entities that request hearings

· It was M/S/P to send the comments from the deputy group to Harry Krug who is a representative on the ER regulation subcommittee. 
Item 10
Executive Session

Item 11
Next Meeting:
October 24, 2007 Solano County

Item 12
Adjournment at 4:31pm
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