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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes for April 23, 2009
Sacramento County

Agricultural Commissioner

Director of Weights and Measures
4137 Branch Center Road
Sacramento, CA 95827

In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Frank Carl, Sacramento County


Louie Mendoza, Yuba County 



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Richard Price, Butte County



Mike Boitano, Amador County
Harry Krug, Colusa County




Rick Landon, Yolo County
Jeff Pylman, Nevada County 



Jim Allan, Solano County
Mary Mutz, Calaveras County



Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine County


Guests:

James Shattuck, CDPR Liaison



Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison

Roger Macey, DMS





Thomas Babb, CDPR
Bruce Houdesheldt, Sac Valley Water Quality Coalition

Item 1

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am
Item 2

Additional Agenda Items

A.
Shell Egg Advisory Board (SEAB)
· Mike Boitano provided an update on the issue of Bio-Security that the SEAB has in regards to CAC’s conducting poultry inspections at one location and then entering another location immediately.  CAC’s have the right to enter premises but in light of Exotic Newcastle Disease and potentially other diseases, precaution should be take to make sure CAC’s do not “contaminate” other facilities.
B. 
Gas Tax – Moved to Executive Session
C. DPR proposal for Natural Resources Protection Committee
· Mark Black provide an update on this issue that involves a request from John Sanders, Environmental Monitoring Branch (DPR) to this committee to serve as the vehicle for comments on the proposed regulatory concepts to protect surface water. It was discussed to also share this request with Bill Gillette, Chairman of the Pesticide Regulatory Affairs Committee. 

D. CDFA Report 1 (one)

· At a recent Sac Valley Deputy meeting, Joan Schieman from CDFA provided that group with a status update in regards to the electronic submission of report 1. It appears that CDFA cannot obtain or access the electronic information that the CAC’s are submitting for Report 1. CDFA has been “guessing or estimating” on the data information. 

· Kevin Masuhara will obtain information from the CDFA Information Technology branch and will follow up on this issue.
Item 3

Approval of revised January 29th, 2009 and March 26, 2009 Meeting Minutes
· M/S/P to approve the revised minutes from January 29th, 2009 and the minutes from March 26, 2009
Item 4

Correspondence

· Letter dated April 15, 2009 to Helene Wright – USDA, APHIS, PPQ. Chairman Mutz has spoken to Wright since the letter was sent. The Sac Valley group has decided to wait until a written letter is received from USDA before any further action is taken.
Item 5

Treasurer’s Report:
· $1,041.39 in Sac Valley Treasury as per Treasurer Mary Mutz.
Item 6

State/County Relations Committee Report – Masuhara/Helmar
· Mr. Masuhara did not have anything to report as the committee has not met since February 2009.  The committee is expected to meet again in May 2009.
Item 7

CACASA Issues

A.
Update on IT consultant meeting in Salinas and the Phase 1 report
· Mark Black provided an IT Consultant update including scenarios as to which direction the IT Consultant Committee will move forward with.
· Phase 1 has been sent out to the CAC’s.
· Phase 2 was sent out on April 22, 2009 to the CAC’s.

· The group discussed the consultant committee recommendations at length in regards to the bid process, funding and motions to be made at the spring conference.
B.
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, CAC involvement – update
· Mark Black provide update on this program, unfortunately Joe Karkowski was not able to attend the most recent meeting with DPR and CAC’s so no major developments occurred. DPR has no funding available at this time. 
C.
State Nursery Advisory Committee - meeting report 
· Mark Black provided an update from this committee including the past history and funding for the nursery program.
· The last meeting that this committee had was in 2007, which permitted the state to increase license fees. Expected fees were approximated at $600,000, but only $260,000 was actually collected. The program will be approximately one half million in the hole by 2011 and the committee is looking at possibly raising fees. Since the industry was not well representative at this meeting, a follow up meeting in May 2009 will be held with the industry before any new increases in acreage fees are established.
· There also appears to be a discrepancy between nurseries that are registered with the state (CDFA) and nurseries that are listed with the Experian Data Base. 
D. 
Spring Conference Agenda review 
· The Sac Valley Group reviewed and discussed the various agendas for the Spring Conference in San Diego.  The Sac Valley Group provided recommendations and or directions for committee members to take that are representative of our area group’s position on certain matters. Certain items that were discussed in detail were:
· Action item for colony bee strength inspection (Nursery/Seed/Apiary Committee).

· WMA requirements (Weed & Vert Committee).

· Computer user’s conference (IMPAC).

· Pest prevention committee – appointment to California Invasive species council.

· Seed Law – AB 1255.

· PRAC agenda – Hearing officer pool funds.

· Laws and Regs committee to look at sunset of B&P section 12240: Device Registration Fees.
E. 
County Budget Impact Reports 
· Members of the Sac Valley group provided a quick update on their county budgets for the current and upcoming fiscal year. There was a wide spectrum of budget issues from counties having no fiscal impact to counties having to deal with major cuts including furloughs and eliminating positions that are vacant or filled.  
F. 
Legislative Update 
· Frank Carl provided an update on current legislation. CACASA has two bills this year. 

· SB260 (Wiggins) Motor Oil Fee for Petroleum Products – 
· This bill has made it out of the Committee on Business and Professions (6-3) on April 14, 2009 and was then passed out of the Committee on Appropriations on April 20, 2009 and will be heard on the Senate floor for a vote.
· Mr. Carl will be meeting with the author and representative today (April 23, 2009) to discuss this bill. Western States Petroleum Association and California Oil Marketing Association have some concerns on this bill in regards to the petroleum fund being used to pay for alternative fuel development.

· AB 905 Proof of Ownership – Vended Produce

· This bill made it out of the Committee on Agriculture (8-0) on April 16, 2009 and has been sent to the Committee on Appropriations for a vote. There is concern that changing the existing state regulation language with this bill could result in a “SB 90” claim.
· SB 2 Pest Control: Pierces Disease: GWSS -  out of committee

· AB 1255 Agricultural Seed: county seed enforcement subventions – bill out of committee and in appropriations.

· Jim Shattuck from DPR provided and update on bills that DPR is following including:

· AB 622 – two year bill

· AB 967 – Safe parks

· AB 835 – air quality

· AB 1069 – pesticide “hot line”

· AB 21 – methyl bromide

G. TYLCV worksheets
· Rick Landon informed the group that Yolo County has found TYLCV in a retail nursery. Symptoms of TYLCV include “cupping upward of leaves” and yellowing of veins.
· Louie Mendoza queried the Sac Valley group to ascertain which counties 
would be participating in this program. Most counties that have tomatoes will be requesting to be “protected”.
H.
Joint Meeting with Northern Group
· Louie Mendoza relayed a message from the northern group on logistics for the combined meeting with the Northern CAC’s on June 11 & 12, 2009 at Eagle Lake. The Cooking will be determined by Boitano and Babb. Counties that are likely to not attend are: El Dorado, Sacramento, Yolo, and Yuba. No information was available from Tuolumne or Butte. 
I.
Egg Blitz
· Chairman Mutz provided a worksheet for the Sac Valley Group that recapitulated the data submitted to Chairman. The data appeared to be incorrect or lacking as some counties had yet to submit their data. Chairman Mutz has requested that the data be resubmitted to her and then she will submit the data to the Standardization and Statistics Committee.
J.
Bruce Houdesheldt - Director of Regulatory Affairs, Northern California Water Association
· Mr. Houdesheldt provided an introduction of himself and his role with the Sac Valley Water Quality Coalition.  

· Mr. Houdesheldt provided a quick update on monitoring sites as well as developing a good working relationship with CAC’s. 

· Mr. Houdesheldt replaced Tina Lunt, who served in his position previously. 

· His organization will be having a tour with the Regional Water Board members throughout the Sacramento valley area.
Item 8

CDFA Issues 
A. CDFA Report by Kevin Masuhara (refer to embedded document). Other issues addressed were: 

· Riverside County has found an exotic Asian aphid in a citrus tree in Hemet. This may be the first find in the nation of this insect.
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Item 9

DMS Issues

A. 
DMS Report – Provided by Roger Macey (refer to embedded document). Other issues presented were:
· Civil administrative penalty guidelines will be going forward. Guidelines will be sent to Sealers for comment before being noticed.

· B&P Code13300 & 13302: Procedures to use for check stand violations and provisions to follow for customer display violations.

· Costco settled suit in regards to temperature compensated meters. DMS has “type approved” a unit approximately 18 months ago.

· DMS has applied and received a grant from the California Energy Commission in the amount of four million dollars for testing and developing standards for hydrogen fuel.  
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Item 10
CDPR Issues – 
A. CDPR Report Provided by Jim Shattuck (refer to embedded document). 
· Tom Babb provided update on new staff member that DPR will be hiring to provide hearing officer and advocate training. NRO will be moving to new location sometime in mid May.
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B. 
Garlon (Triclopyr) Consideration for restricted material
· Rick Landon discussed with the Sac Valley group the issues associated with pesticide applications made with Triclopyr products during warm weather. Yolo County has an associated drift issue with a recent application of Triclopyr made on rights of ways that has impacted tomatoes.

· DPR (Tom Babb) will check with other DPR regional office supervisors to assess statewide issues with this product. 
Item 11
Executive Session

A. 
Nominating committee’s slate of officers for CACASA
B. 
Gas Tax discussion (from Item 2B)
Item 12
Next Meeting:
May 14th, 2009 in Solano County
Item 13
Adjournment
Respectfully submitted,

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.

Outgoing Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 

Revised: 5/12/2009
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CDFA County/State Liaison Report


April 2009 Area Group Meetings


Administrative Services Division


· Salary subvention claims were sent over to the State Controllers Office for processing in late March.  Counties should receive payments in April.

Animal Health and Food Safety Services


· Nothing to report


County Licensing


· Oral exams will be completed on April 9th.

· The next administration of Ag. Biologist and W&M Inspector exams will be May 4th to 8th.


Division of Measurement Standards


· DMS will have a representative at the area group meetings to provide an update.

Inspection Services Division


· Nothing to report


Pierces Disease/ Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Program


· The comprehensive program overview recently presented to the Wine Institute will be presented at the upcoming Spring Conference.


Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division


· Asian Citrus Psyllid (San Diego and Imperial Counties)


· New detections were found near Jamul and Calexico, expanding the treatment area by 400 meters at each site.

· The quarantine zone has extended into southern Riverside county due to the detection in Niland.

· New detections occurred in the Niland area of northern Imperial county.


· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)


· A single moth was trapped in Yolo county.

· Various Fruit Fly Projects


· Mex Fly in Azuza is estimated to be eradicated by July 5, 2009 with no further detections.  Sterile releases continue over a 13 square mile area at a rate of 500,000 per square mile.


· OFF in Lakewood, LA County.  MAT is projected to be completed by April 17th.


· Med Fly in San Diego County.  Spring Valley ground treatments are expected to continue until May 16th.  Sterile releases continue in both Spring Valley and El Cajon.

· Gypsy Moth (Ventura County)


· The first round of treatment with Btk been completed.  The second round is in progress.  
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DIVISION OF MEASUREMENT STANDARDS
MONTHLY REPORT
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Hubbles Per Hogshead. If you need a source for any unit system found on the
planet; if you need to find out just how many hubbles per hogshead your car gets; this
is the site to use. On a more practical note, if you are trying to figure out conversion
from traditional to Sl units or interpret test results that may be in a different unit
nomenclature. Such as: Are cS(centistokes) and mm2/s equal? They are, mm2/s is the
correct Sl unit while ¢S was the traditionally used nomenclature. DMS has a link to it on
our web site. _http://www.unc.edu/~rowlett/units/index.html.

Senate Bill 260 (Wiggins). California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers
Association sponsored SB 260 was heard and approved in the Senate Committee on
Business, Professions and Economic Development on Monday, April 13, 2009. The bill
will be heard next in the Senate Appropriations Committee. This bill would increase the
cap on each gallon of motor oil manufactured or imported into California from $0.02 to
$0.05, and would authorize the Secretary of Food and Agriculture to apply a fee of
$0.03 per gallon from the effective date until a new fee is established by regulation.
This assessment funds the Division of Measurement Standards Petroleum Product
Enforcement Program to verify petroleum and automotive product quality standards,
advertising and labeling. County Petroleum audits are paid from these funds.

Committee on Voluntary Product Standards for Wood Based Structural Panels
(PS2 Committee). CDFA’s Division of Measurement Standards (DMS) participated in a
meeting of the PS2 Committee in Tacoma Wahsington on Thursday, April 2, 2009 to
conduct an overview of National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbooks 130
and 133, discussion of regulatory actions, interim labeling actions and possible revision
of PS2 panel thickness labeling requirements. There is currently a discrepancy
between the thickness and labeling requirements in the NIST Handbook and the
Voluntary Product Standards that needs to be resolved. California adopts the NIST
Handbook requirements as State law and requires manufacturers and retailers to
comply. The PS2 Committee was encouraged to work with DMS and the National
Conference on Weights and Measures to develop an appropriate solution.

Household Goods Task Force. The Consumer Mediation Unit of the Santa Clara
District Attorney’s Office has asked the Division of Measurement Standards to
participate with forming a task force to address consumer issues with the household
goods industry. Specifically, there are unscrupulous household goods movers who
overcharge customers and hold their belongings hostage until they receive additional
payment for services. Representatives from DOT (Department of Transportation), PUC
(Public Utilites Commission), DMS (Division of Measurement Standards),
and SCCW&M (Santa Clara County Weights and Measures) have also been invited to
attend an April 21 kickoff meeting.





Request for Water Meter Testing Changes. Five companies representing 95% of the -
water meter manufacturing industry have requested changes be made to the national
model weights and measures device law adopted in the Business and Professions
Code. The companies sent a letter to the Division of Measurement Standards alleging
that the test criteria use during type evaluation and field testing is too stringent, with a
subsequent high failure rate of meters. California is currently the only state regulating
the accuracy of water submeters which are installed at apartment complexes, mobile
home parks, marinas, etc. The Division is compiling data from county weights and
measures departments which will allow the comparison between current requirements
and recommended changes.

Service Agent Examinations. As stated in DMS notices D-08-6 and D-09-2,
examination booklets "B" and "C" for the Service Agent exam have been compromised
and are no longer to be used for testing. DMS is printing revised versions of the testing
materials that will be delivered to county offices as soon as possible by our
staff. County weights and measures offices should collect all of the old invalid testing
materials and be prepared to return them when the new booklets are delivered. DMS is
requesting counties let us know how many sets of testing booklets they need to
administer licenses to service agents. A "set" will consist of three test booklets (one "A",
one "B", and one "C") which will come with new answer keys and test sheets. Currently
we are planning to send 4 sets to each county, but that may be excessive for some. If
you administer less than 4 tests per year or do not hand out tests, please request one
set to minimize the security risk involved with distributing and handling. Please contact
Chris Savasta by email at csavasta@cdfa.ca.gov or by phone at (916) 229-3020.

Western Propane Gas Association (WPGA). Representatives from the Western
Propane Gas Association (WPGA) met with Division staff from the Device Compliance
and Type Evaluation Programs to discuss issues regarding device and system sealing,
approval, technology and training of weights and measures officials within California.
Industry representatives have offered to assist Division staff with county training.
Additionally, WPGA will provide the Division with copies of training DVD’s and
equipment requested by the division for future training to the county staff and industry
members. Please contact Ron Flores for additional information at (916) 229-3000.

Registration of Service Agents. There are currently over 1,000 licensed service
agents who are not registered with DMS, either with a registered service agency or as a
registered service agency. The Device Verification Program is seeking the assistance
of county weights and measures officials to verify if agents who are placing devices into
service in their counties are registered with the State or not. Sixty percent of
registration funds are reimbursed to County Sealers for weights and measures
activities. For additional information please contact your area Device Specialist or
Charlie Nelson at (630) 224-2411.
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April 2009 Monthly Report


Prepared by James Shattuck


DPR Staff Attendance- CACASA Spring Conference


The following DPR staff will be in attendance at the Spring Conference:


Monday- April 27: Director Warmerdam, Assoc. Director Andrews, CAC Liaision Shattuck


Tuesday- April 28: Assoc. Director Andrews, Chief Information Technology Officer, Wasson and Shattuck


Wednesday- April 29: Assoc. Director Andrews, Enforcement Branch Chief Gorder and staff Cliff Smith and Jahan Motakef, Environmental Monitoring Branch Chief, John Sanders and Shattuck


Thursday and Friday- Shattuck


DPR’s 2009/10 Progress Report – Jim Shattuck will distribute copies to Commissioners at the Spring Conference. Kurt Floren and Mary Pfeiffer are profiled. For those Commissioners who are not attending, Jim’s office will send the report via mail. If you wish to view on line please go to http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/progrpt/current/current.htm

Legislation – Direct any legislative bill questions to Chris Reardon.  DPR recently filled Liz Pelham’s vacancy with Ann Downs. Ann is currently working in DPR’s Registration Branch and will start in the Executive Office on May 1. Ann’s official title is, Chief Legislative Analyst.  There are currently no plans to fill the DPR Director of Legislation and Rulemaking vacancy.


DPR is monitoring the following bills:


· AB 21 (Lowenthal)

· AB 622 (Swanson) 


· AB 835 (Monning)


· AB 967 (Ma)


· SB 104 (Oropeza)


· SB 759 (Leno)


· AB 1069 (Monning)


· AB 1107 (Blakeslee)


Pesticide Container Recycling Bill (SB 1723) – enrolled 1/1/09; DPR has not yet developed regulations.


CAC Contact List – Jim will be working with Mike Boitano to place the list of CAC staff by county on DPR’s CAC Liaison website.


Maintenance Gardeners Radio Scripts – Bob Lilley to hand out CD or DVD on the radio spots (public service announcements) at the Spring Conference.


SLO Water Pilot Project – Focus on preventing water contamination from chlorpyrifos and diazinon use in vegetable row crops for control of soil borne insects. DPR to fund for 3 years and is pending completion of the contract process.


2008 Cal-EPA Enforcement Report – DPR’s draft report is due May 1; compilation of county and DPR statistics on various enforcement aspects, i.e., inspections and compliance, enforcement actions, work hours by category, product compliance, etc. Two years of data to be included. We will be reporting separately for production ag and structural, field and HQs/records. 


Template for County Contract Board Resolution – to execute a contract between a county and DPR, a resolution of the board, a minute order, or an ordinance is required that denotes signature authority. Two examples sent to all CACs in preparation for the 2009/10 county PUR contracts. 


Pesticide Illness Surveillance Data Query System (CalPIQ) – available on DPR website to query illness data by year, ag or non-ag use, county of occurrence, and pesticide by category, AI or intended use.


ERR Revisions Committee – Update at Spring Conference by Nan Gorder in PRAC.


Breaking Barriers Training – April 15 in Monterey; for non-Spanish speaking CAC staff who interview non-English speaking individuals about the worker protection standards. DPR & USEPA co-sponsoring.


Structural Training – April 20-22 in Dublin; travel/reimbursement details and the agenda are addressed in CAC Letter ENF 09-03.


Field Soil Fumigation Subcateogry “O” Letter – DPR sent a letter on April 6 to QAL and QAC applicants who did not meet the criteria to be grandfathered into the new subcategory. Those who met the criteria were sent new licenses on March 27.


Notification, Application-Specific Information, Field and Early Entry Regulation Changes-


WHS Ltr. 09-01.  On April 9, DPR’s WHS sent to CACs for internal review only the a document describing the suggested changes.  DPR has not submitted to OAL for a 15 day comment period. 


DPR Worker Health and Safety Branch: The WHS Branch will be involved with the following projects. Contact George Farnsworth with any questions. 


Exposure Monitoring and Health Investigation Program (EMHIP) Activities

The Worker Health and Safety Branch EMHIP scientists design and conduct surveys and monitoring studies to characterize workplace exposure to pesticides. Scientists generally conduct surveys dealing with work activities, types of equipment, use situations, etc. as an evaluation tool in determining the need for a monitoring study.  Monitoring studies are conducted to collect data on specific exposure scenarios. To evaluate pesticide exposure, scientists collect a variety of samples measuring residue on skin and clothing, air-borne pesticides, and dislodgeable foliar residues. 


Whenever program scientists plan to conduct work within a county, they will contact the County Agricultural Commissioner’s office prior to arriving in the county.


As of March 2009, the current EMHIP program activities are:


Handler dermal and inhalation exposure monitoring to sulfur dust during applications to grape vineyards. Staff scientists began this project in 2007. Scientists have completed monitoring of 15 applications involving open cab tractors and 8 applications involving enclosed cab tractors. Scientists plan to monitor another 7 applications involving enclosed cab tractors to complete the monitoring phase of the study. Scientists will soon begin lining up cooperators for these 7 applications.


Grape Spray Equipment Survey and Application Observation Study. Scientists have contacted growers in several counties and have conducted an equipment survey of 10 grape growers in 3 counties. They plan to contact growers in 13 additional counties and conduct at least 35 more equipment surveys. Scientists also plan to observe at least 20 applications and record specific information related to the actual applications. They plan to observe an application in most, if not all, of the 16 selected counties.


Agricultural Reentry Activities: A Foliar Residue Study. Ongoing project. Each year, staff scientists enter fields within 24 hours of the end of a reentry interval and collect leaf punch samples for analysis of dislodgeable pesticide residue on the leaves. Sample analysis targets the specific pesticides applied to that field.  Staff scientists plan to collect additional samples this year. 


Health Investigations. Significant health incidents occur each year. Staff scientists respond to specific incidents when branch management see the need for specific samples related to human exposure. On occasion when needed, bilingual scientists have participated in conducting worker interviews as part of a larger investigation.


Treehole fumigation monitoring. This project has been in development since 2001 and may have a cooperator available, working out of Stanislaus and San Joaquin Counties. There may be a monitored application in July.


Long Beach Fumigation Facility. Industrial hygiene staff have been assisting the designers of a negative-pressure fumigation structure in LA County, Long Beach industrial area. IH staff will be visiting the facilities in April and/or May to confirm facility operates as planned.


Sulfur Dioxide Monitoring. This involves two application methods. In Kern County, use of SO2 for commodity export has raised questions as to the safety of CAC staff. Likewise, independent monitoring of these chambers may be conducted to confirm compliance with existing Cal/OSHA standards throughout the facility, and not just at the chambers, as is the practice now.


A second use of SO2 involves treatment of wine barrels in wineries. DPR/WH&S presently has no Department generated data on worker exposure during barrel fumigation operations. Counties of interest are wine growing areas of the Coast and Northern Bay Area. 


VOC Emmission Annual Report:  Please see the following copied e mail  from Randy Segawa.  


Dated: April 10, 2009


To: Interested Parties


The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has released the final


version of its first annual report on volatile organic compound (VOC)


emissions from pesticides, as required under Title 3, California Code of


Regulations, section 6452.4. This report contains information based on


1990–2007 pesticide use data for five ozone nonattainment areas (NAAs)


in California. The 2007 pesticide VOC emissions for all five NAAs


complied with the goals specified by the ozone state implementaiton


plan. Consistent with the regulations, DPR has established a fumigant


limit for the Ventura NAA. Based on the emission data for 2007, the


fumigant limit for May 1–October 31, 2009 is 1,325,000 pounds (3.602


average tons/day) of emissions. As specified by California Code of


Regulations section 6452.3, DPR and the Ventura county agricultural


commissioner will issue fumigation allowances to growers to ensure the


fumigant limit is not exceeded. The report and appendices are available


at


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/vocs/vocproj/voc_data_analysis.htm 


Please contact me if you have any questions.


Randy Segawa


Approved  -Field Fumigation Emission Limits (VOC III):  Note that on April 20, 2009 OAL has approved the regulatory action amending section 6452.2 pertaining to field fumigant emission limits.  This action revises the total pesticide (fumigant and nonfumigant) volatile organic compound emissions benchmarks in the Sacramento Metro, San Joaquin Valley, South Coast, Southeast Desert, and Ventura ozone nonattainment areas, and delays fumigant limits and allowances in all ozone NAAs except Ventura until 2011.The regulation will be filed with the Secretary of State this afternoon and will become effective upon filing.


DPR ONLINE BULLETIN INFORMATION: Please see the following prepared by Lea Brooks, DPR Commuications Director:


California Department of Pesticide Regulation NEWS 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  April 16, 2009 (09-4)


Media contact: Lea Brooks lbrooks@cdpr.ca.gov 


DPR ONLINE BULLETIN


This informal, online bulletin from the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) appears periodically. Our goal is to keep interested parties up to date on practical information, regulatory developments and other announcements.


SPANISH VERSION OF COMMUNITY GUIDE


The guide describes how to respond to pesticide emergencies and make complaints about pesticide misuse. English version also available. 


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/comguide/spanish/index_sp.htm 


2009-10 PROGRESS REPORT


This report highlights DPR projects, including efforts to encourage integrated pest management.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/progrpt/current/current.htm 


FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR FIELD FUMIGATION REGULATIONS


This regulatory action would revise the total fumigant and nonfumigant volatile organic compound emissions levels in five ozone nonattainment areas in California.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/rulepkgs.htm 


VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUND EMISSIONS INVENTORY ANNUAL REPORT


This report Includes information based on 1990-2007 pesticide use data for five ozone nonattainment areas in California.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/vocs/vocproj/voc_data_analysis.htm 


STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS SOUGHT


Anyone interested in discussing draft concepts for regulations to prevent contamination of surface water should contact DPR.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/surfwtr/regs/ip_letter.pdf 


IPM INNOVATOR AWARD NOMINATIONS SOUGHT


May 29 is the deadline for 2009 IPM Innovator Award nominations.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pestmgt/ipminov/innovatr.htm 


AIR MONITORING NETWORK


Give DPR input on how to develop a monitoring network to regularly sample ambient air for multiple pesticides in several communities.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/airinit/air_network.htm 


PREC MEETING SCHEDULED


Our Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee meets Friday, April 17. The agenda includes discussion of DPR’s air monitoring network project.


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/prec/agendameeting.htm 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULES


We have updated schedules for meetings of the Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee and the Pest Management Advisory Committee. 


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/prec/precmeet_09.pdf 


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/pmac/2009_pmac_calendar.pdf 


One of six departments and boards within the California Environmental Protection Agency, DPR regulates the registration, sale and use of pesticides to protect people and the environment. Additional information about DPR is posted at www.cdpr.ca.gov.


 Ag Commissioners - For Your Information


DPR plans to set up a network to sample ambient air for multiple pesticides in several communities on a regular schedule, over the next five or more years. DPR will use data gathered to evaluate and improve protective measures against pesticide exposure. The project is expected to begin later this year. DPR's Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee (PREC) serves as a forum for discussing the scientific and technical aspects of the pesticide air monitoring network project. (Frank Carl sat in for Dave Whitmer at last week's PREC meeting.)


Detailed information on the project is available at the following web site:


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/airinit/air_network.htm 


DPR Air Monitoring Network:  Please see the following copied e mail from from Randy Segawa regarding DPR’s Air Monitoring Network.  John Sanders will update CACs on this item at the Spring Conference. 


Email Message from Randy Segawa as follows to CACs on April 20, 2009:


DPR plans to focus on communities in the San Joaquin Valley. However, several PREC members and others suggested monitoring in other regions such as the Sacramento Valley, Monterey County, or Imperial County. In addition, DPR plans a public workshop in Tulare County to increase opportunities for public comment on all aspects of the project. The workshop is tentatively scheduled for June 25. 


Your comments on the project are also welcome. You can send comments directly to me, or you may attend and provide comments at any of the following meetings.


NRPC: April 29 in San Diego


DPR Pest Management Advisory Committee (PMAC): May 14 in Sacramento


Sac Valley area group: May 14 in Fairfield (tentative)


PREC: May 15 in Sacramento


SJV area group: June 24 in Hanford (tentative)


Community workshop: June 25 in Tulare (tentative)


Please contact me if you have any questions.


Randy Segawa


Environmental Program Manager


Air Program


Department of Pesticide Regulation


PO Box 4015


Sacramento, CA 95812-4015


916-324-4137


rsegawa@cdpr.ca.gov 
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