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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes for January 29, 2009
Sacramento County

Agricultural Commissioner

Director of Weights and Measures
4137 Branch Center Road
Sacramento, CA 95827


In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Frank Carl, Sacramento County


Louie Mendoza, Yuba County 



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Richard Price, Butte County



Vicki Helmar, Tuolumne County

Harry Krug, Colusa County




Christine Turner, Placer County

Joe Damiano for Jeff Pylman, Nevada County 

Jim Allan, Solano County
Mary Mutz, Calaveras County



Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine County

Mike Boitano, Amador County



Rick Landon, Yolo County
Guests:

Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison



James Shattuck, CDPR Liaison 
Joseph Gallagher, Valent Corporation


Tom DeWitt, Valent Corporation



Thomas Babb, CDPR
Item 1

Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am
Item 2

Additional Agenda Items

A.
Unclaimed Gas Tax
· Mike Boitano provided an update on unclaimed gas tax strategy on behalf of the association as well as potential candidate contracts. These initial contract(s) will be for deciding the feasibility of pursuing additional unclaimed gas tax this year. Mike has met with various individuals on this issue and will be pursuing this matter very soon on behalf of CACASA.
B.
Letter from Kathleen Thuner regarding American National Standards Institute
· Bill Stephans informed the group on a letter that he had received from 
Kathleen Thuner in regards to the National Standards Institute. The letter queried CAC’s for their participation at the American National Standards Institute conference and whether CAC’s would be interested in participating with this organization. At this time it was the group’s decision not to participate with the organization.
C.
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP)
· Mark Black provided an update on ILRP and the position of the CAC’s in regards to potentially being involved in overseeing management practices in the field for the water board, specifically surface water and well head protection. 

· Potential funding may occur from the water coalitions. This could result in CAC’s contracts for extra work if pursued.
· Discussion on this topic ensued, wherein CAC’s need to keep an “open mind” on this issue.

D.
Mill Subcommittee
· Frank Carl provided an update to Sac Valley group on this item
· Kurt Floren will have update on this subcommittee at the interim conference for the association

· Various accounts have been un-encumbered for projects 

· Estimating a 6% increase this year in the Mill Fund (as of January). A 2% COLA will be recommended by the subcommittee for this fiscal year as well as holding some funds in reserve for next fiscal year. This will be an 11% increase over your established base amount for the pesticide mill

· ~$73,500 have accrued in interest and approximately $1.67 million in reserve via the LA County Trust Fund 

E.
County/State Relations: standing agenda item (group)
· Refer to item 6B. This item is to be a standing agenda item on all future 

regional association agendas.
F.
Placarding exemption for 119 gallon provers
· Mike Boitano solicited input from the group asking if any CAC had

submitted a request (letter) to CHP regarding the exemption for placarding 119 gallon provers. This inquiry came at the request Ed Williams, director of DMS. No CAC has submitted a request to CHP.
· Bill Stephans commented that there will be a meeting with CACASA

representatives and CHP to discuss this issue. An item that may be of concern will be the status of service agents and a potential exemption for that group also.
G.
Handbook 133 revisions 
· Frank Carl provided an update on this issue. NIST is preparing to review 
Handbook 133 to address the “wet tare” issue by removing that procedure from the handbook. 

· The current handbook has procedures for “wet tare”. CACASA will be 

working on developing a website to provide information to the public on the consequences of eliminating the “wet tare” procedure. 
(Note comments from Ed Williams as follows: the proposed rewrite would

only impact products preempted by the USDA/FSIS.  

The wet tare method would still be kept in the handbook for other types of 

products such as seafood or tofu.  Kurt Floren has developed some draft language to further clarify this section.  This language has been provided to NIST for distribution prior to the NCWM Conference in San Antonio, TX in July.)

 

H.
Threat of HLB and ACP 
· Frank Carl provided an update on Florida citrus acreage that has been

affected by HLB and ACP. Acreage in Florida has dropped from 8,000 acres to 4,000 acres. There is also an issue with the California citrus industry imposing a $.05 box surcharge to fund a management program for HLB. Northern California citrus growers will have to pay the surcharge if approved also.

Item 3

Approval of November 20th & 21st 2008 Meeting Minutes 
· M/S/P to approve minutes from November  20th & 21st, 2008
Item 4

Correspondence

A.
San Joaquin Valley CAC’s letter to central regional water control board – information letter only, primary representative is Rick Landon and alternative representative is Richard Price 
B.
Bray Card(s) will be sent out
Item 5

Treasurer’s Report:
· $1,546.39 in Sac Valley Treasury as per Treasurer Mary Mutz
Item 6

CACASA Issues
A.
2009 winter conference & 2010 annual conference agendas – meeting days
· Mark Q. led a discussion of winter 2009 and spring 2010 conference with the revised scheduled meeting dates shortened to four days instead of five days as has been the case for each conference. The shortening of meeting dates is an effort to cut costs and have better participation by the membership of CACASA.

· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to accept the proposed tentative meeting schedule for the winter 2009 and spring 2010 conference of four days instead of the traditional week (5 days) long meeting.

· It was also discussed that our organization would see how well the “four” day schedule works for those conferences and then revisit the issue
· Interim conference and committee roles and responsibilities were discussed by the group extensively. 

· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to move the interim conference from the first week in February to the first week of March

· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to request the review of the structure and format of the interim meetings in regards to the purpose of those committees at the interim conferences.

B.
From November 3rd 2008, board of directors meeting, reconvening “State/County Relations Committee”: sac valley appointment: Vicki Helmar 

· An extensive report was provided by Sac Valley representative Vicki Helmar and CDFA Liaison Kevin Masuhara to our area group. The state/county relations committee has had two meetings to date. Various issues have been addressed or have been articulated by the group. Some of the major topics addressed to date are:

· State of the state speech and the current budget situation

· State contracts as well as specific program contracts and the reasons for the delay in processing contracts. Reasons for the delay of contracts was late notice of federal fund cuts, revising contracts, going from a one year to a two year contract

· Contracts will be reviewed for overhead and rates

· Extensive discussion ensued in regards to pest detection contracts in regards to the pro’s and con’s of continued billing especially with a two year contract

· The committee noted that we should be cognizant of media inquiries and that we should “share” or coordinate information between CDFA and CACASA

· The process and purpose of the committee was discussed. It was recommended from the committee to make the state/county relations committee a standing agenda item (see item 2E)

C.
From November 3rd 2008, board of directors meeting: spring 2009 Washington DC delegation 
· Mark Q led the discussion of agenda items for delegation, including the new Federal Legislative Advocate, reviewing our USDA-WS White paper on redistributing funds from Texas to California. 

· Various topics for this trip were discussed including earmarks  for pest detection, wildlife service’s and tentative dates for the trip (middle of March)

· It was M/S/P to send Frank Carl and Mike Boitano as area group representatives to Washington DC as part of the CACASA delegation

· Richard price also expressed interest in participating

D. 
Selection of a Sac Valley representative to serve on a subcommittee to work with DPR on communication issues relating to written comments on regulatory proposals.  
· Mary Mutz presented this item; a representative from the Sac Valley group 
is needed to work on the subcommittee with DPR.

· It was M/S/P to nominate Harry Krug as the Sac Valley representative 

for this subcommittee
E. 
Review agenda items for the Interim Conference
· Review of agendas for interim conference was conducted by the group. 
Only three agendas were available for review at this time. No major comments were provided by the group. A revised agenda schedule will be forthcoming.
F. 
Pest detection trapping program: Funding and budget constraints & Pest Detection Billing Caution 
· Harry Krug discussed various issues with the pest detection program and cautioned the group in regards to billing for the whole contract as it is a two year contract now.
G. 
“GoToMeeting” license holder for Sac Valley 
· Mike Boitano will be the license holder for Sac Valley area group. The secretary of DPR had approved mill funding to obtain licenses for CACASA

H.
Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl Virus (TYLCV)
· Discussion of TYLCV was provided by the group. Issues involve those counties that have production nurseries and commercial production. Additionally, how counties will be able to charge for their service when a certificate is issued by a nursery. This item will be on the Pest Prevention Committee at the interim conference for discussion.

I.
Review of CACASA Compendium
· The group discussed the status of the compendium including the purpose of the document. After much deliberation that included the current licensing process, outreach by the CACASA president and ethics chair, it was;
· M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA personnel standards committee to eliminate the idea of the compendium. The Sac Valley representatives are asked to take this position on this issue
· It was also recommended that if the personnel standards committee continued support of this document then Frank Carl’s amendments to the compendium should be included
J.
Review of updated SVACASA bylaws
· Mutz & Helmar have reviewed and revised SVACASA guidelines (bylaws) and did an excellent job in proposing the changes to this document that reflect current practices or procedures. The new document will no longer be called “by laws” and will be known as “Guidelines”. Procedures under the heading of Board of Directors and Committee assignments were extensively discussed by the group in regards to forwarding a list of nominees for the State Association committees to the “affiliated vice president” sixty days prior to the annual conference as per the CACASA handbook. To that  end, the following motions were made in regards to that section; 
·  It was M/S/P to leave “president elect” language as it currently stands for the SVACASA  guidelines and not change it to “affiliated vice president” as is stated in the CACASA handbook and it was further amended to add “executive secretary” in conjunction with “president elect” when forwarding a list of nominees for the State Association committees
· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to amend the CACASA handbook by laws to remove “affiliated vice president” and replace with “president elect” and “executive secretary” when forwarding a list of nominees for the state association committees sixty days prior to the annual conference.
· Under the dues and expenditures section of the SVACASA bylaws
· It was M/S/P to delete the last sentence of the Dues and Expenditure section of the SVACASA guidelines, specifically: “The funds may also be used to pay the necessary and reasonable expenses of former members attending Regional Association meetings”
· It was M/S/P to adopt the proposed changes to the SVACASA guidelines with the noted aforementioned amendments

K.
IT consultant update
· Mark Black provided an update on the IT consultant visit in Glenn County. All county visits have been completed

L.
"A" rating for Yellow Toadflax (Stephans)
· Bill Stephan’s provided an update on a potential “A” rating of Yellow Toadflax (YT). Hybridization of YT with Dalmatian Toadflax is occurring and is becoming resistant to herbicides. At this time YT is an unrated weed pest. 

· It was M/S/P to recommend to the Pest Prevention Committee to support Bill Stephan’s recommendation for a rating of an “A” weed pest for Yellow Toadflax
M.
UC Apiaries November/December 2008 news letter, article on “Bee Damage Data Lacking”
· Mark Black provided an update on this issue as well as a handout. Eric Mussen wrote an article titled “Bee Damage Data Lacking”; in this article Mussen addresses the issue of reporting dead bees to CAC’s as a Report of Loss. The article made it appear as if the CAC’s were not interested in receiving reports of loss for bee kills or bee losses. 

· It was M/S/P to forward the article to the CACASA Board of Directors for their discussion and possible action.
Item 7

CDFA Issues 
A. 
CDFA Report

· CDFA liaison report was provided by Mr. Kevin Masuhara.  A written report will be forwarded to the group as an attachment to these minutes. Items of interest are:

· Gas tax, amount available ~17 million

· Budget

· Licensing – deputy exams and orals

· DMS settlements

· Inspection Services – Farmers Market inspections

· Organics – review of program

· SB 2

· Various pest updates

· Frank Carl questioned the unilateral decision to remove commissioner staffing information from the CDFA website and replacing it with the county website information. The CAC’s were not aware or informed of this decision by the CDFA liaison to implement the new website changes. 

· Frank Carl discussed the issue of CDFA staff contact information availability on the CDFA web page with the group and liaison. The existing directory is lacking some useful information such as phone numbers for key staff at CDFA, thus having to contact the executive office for program contact information. 

· The following website is a good resource and provides a program directory and staff listing of government employees: www.cold.ca.gov
Item 8

DMS Issues

A. 
DMS Report 
· No report available
B.
Petroleum Funding – Amending B&P Code Section 13431
· Frank Carl addressed this issue which would increase the fee from $.02 to $.05 with the group - DMS has contacted CACASA to support legislation to amend B&P Code section 13431. Legislative Committee chairman Frank Carl has queried legislation committee members and they support this position.  Potential author is Senator Wiggins. This item will be on the Legislation Committee agenda for the interim conference

C.
Amend Title 4, Div. 9 CCR § 4002.2(c) – SCWAMDA
· The group received correspondence from SCWAMDA seeking support to amending Title 4, Div. 9 CCR § 4002.2(c). The group discussed this issue and;
· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors to support the amendment Title 4, Div. 9 CCR § 4002.2(c)
Item 9

CDPR Issues – 
A. 
CDPR Report

· Mr. Jim Shattuck provided the DPR report. A written report will be forwarded to the group as an attachment to these minutes. Items of interest are:

· Closed system criteria

· CAC vacancies and appointments

· NPDES permits

· AB 21

· Vegetable acreage down in San Joaquin valley due to water shortage

· AgGIS position for Merced County was turned downed by Board of Supervisors

B. 
Tom Dewitt/Joseph Gallagher from Valent: Regiment CA stewardship 

· Tom DeWitt and Joseph Gallagher from Valent Corporation provided an update on their rice pesticide Regiment®. Their focus was on the stewardship of their product and aircraft recertification when using their product.  They provided a printed power point presentation that had been provided to the deputy agricultural commissioner group previously. They have sent out letters to California registered pilots (journeyman and apprentice) as well as all QAL’s who may use their product to ensure that those individuals comply with their stewardship program. They want the CAC’s to help encourage applicators to attend their trainings. 

· 2009 permit conditions for Regiment® will be similar to the permit conditions of 2008

· Bolero Ultramax formulation will be available for the 2009 rice season. Valent Corporation is working with the California Rice Commission on stewardship of this product for rice and rice water monitoring. The waterhold for this product will still be 30 days

C. 
Small Hive Beetle/Expired Checkmite Section 18
· Mark Black provided status update on Checkmite Section 18 that had expired in 2008

· Section 3 label is pending and should be forthcoming

Item 10
Executive Session

A. 
Honorary Life Membership 
· Recommendation by Frank Carl
B. 
CACASA program committee representatives
· It was M/S/P to maintain the existing program and standing committee assignments for the term beginning with the spring conference 
C.
Nomination for CACASA Officers (Mutz)
· Chairman Mutz to forward slate of officers to CACASA nominating committee
Item 11
Next Meeting:
March 26, 2009 in Yolo County
Item 12
Adjournment at 4:15pm

Respectfully submitted,

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.

Interim Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 
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