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SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes for March 26, 2009
Yolo County

Agricultural Commissioner

Director of Weights and Measures
Walker Room of the Bauer Building, 137 North Cottonwood Street, 

Woodland, CA 95695.  
In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Frank Carl, Sacramento County


Louie Mendoza, Yuba County 



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Richard Price, Butte County



Vicki Helmar, Tuolumne County

Harry Krug, Colusa County




Christine Turner, Placer County

Jeff Pylman, Nevada County 



Jim Allan, Solano County
Mary Mutz, Calaveras County



Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine County


Mike Boitano, Amador County



Rick Landon, Yolo County

Guests:

James Shattuck, CDPR Liaison



Ed Williams, DMS

Thomas Babb, CDPR
Item 1

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am
Item 2

Additional Agenda Items

A.
Presidents report 
· CACASA President Mike Boitano provide an update on various issues including the following:
· Tim Cansler will be providing an ABC affiliate an interview on the Wet Tare issue.

· Wildlife services contract will increase 3.8% on the counties portion. If counties are considering cuts to the wildlife services program, please contact Craig Coolahan at USDA.

· Gas tax – Dennis Albiani report for UCGT procedures has been prepared and will be discussed on April 8, 2009 Board of Directors meeting. 

· Meeting with CDFA liaison (Masuhara) and Bob Wynn, supervisor of liaison – discussed various issues, one of which is developing a potential document describing the roles of CACASA and CDFA. Additionally, a budget of the liaison office will be made available.  
· CEDTS program – Merced County currently does not have a contract and DPR is in the position this year that they may not offer a contract to Merced County for CEDTS. Mendoza will add this item to the IMPAC agenda for the Annual conference.

· Dave Greenwood (DPR) has retired and will be working part time for DPR.
B.
“Local” signage and labeling

· Jeff Pylman’s Ag Advisory Committee is making a recommendation to the Nevada County Board of Supervisors on signage involving the term “local”. A variety of issues were discussed as to the definition of what is considered “local”.  The issue of supplemental labeling of where the products are grown was also discussed.
· The enforcement of  what is “local” was also discussed by the group.
C.
“Shovel ready” projects
· Jeff Pylman questioned the definition of “shovel ready” projects and if the membership had provided any information to CDFA.

· Some forest projects were submitted and no other comments were recieived.
D.
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 
· Richard Price and Mark Black will be attending a meeting on April 17, 2009 with DPR to discuss possible water regulatory work for the CVRWQCB. This would require an MOU with Glenn and Butte Counties and what roles the counties would have in regards to water quality enforcement. 
E.
Initiative 1350
· The group discussed this petition that deals with government employee pension plans.
F.
Pesticide labeling:  ASABE S-572
· Mendoza provided an update on this issue that various pesticide labels have a statement that indicates that the applicator refer to the ASABE S-572 standard for droplet size. This standard is not free and only available at a cost. DPR is working on obtaining this documentation standard.
G. Internet sales of pesticides
· Harry Krug discussed the issue of various pesticide products and the quality of such products. Mill fee assessment of internet products that are being sold was also discussed.

· Counties are to contact DPR if they come across internet sales of pesticides. 
Item 3

Approval of January 29th, 2009 Meeting Minutes
· M/S/P to approve minutes from January 29th, 2009
Item 4

Correspondence

· None
Item 5

Treasurer’s Report:
· $1,546.39 in Sac Valley Treasury as per Treasurer Mary Mutz.
· Dues will be assessed in July.
Item 6

State/County Relations Committee Report 

· Vicki Helmar provided update from last State/County relations meeting, only one meeting since the last report, items discussed were:
· County and State budgets, anticipating that FY 2009-10 will be a 

difficult year.
· Petroleum legislation sponsored by CACASA - may have a hearing 
on April 13 or 14, this is for the assessment on petroleum products.
· DMS will no longer be able to certify labs for testing standards.
· Invasive weed council announced by A.G. Kawamura.
· DMS “idea” of distributing service agent funds via net county cost for
weights & measures programs
Item 7

CACASA Issues
A.
Phytosanitary Inspection Mandate
· Mark Q discussed the issuance of phytos and the requirement of conducting an inspection for each phyto. Sutter County has been told from their Export Certification Specialist (ECS) at USDA that they are required to conduct an inspection prior to the issuance of the phyto if the inspection is required. 

· The accuracy of CDFA Report 4 was brought into question; specifically when comparing the “inspections” and “phytos issued” on a statewide basis. Some counties show a 1 to 1 ratio of inspections to phytos while others show less inspections than phytos issued.

· It was M/S/P to request the Pest Prevention Committee to ask CDFA to review their procedural and training manual, section B: Origin Certification, to clarify the procedures on reporting the number of inspections and certificates issued on report #4. 
B.
From Interim Conference: local potential on-line testing sites

· Informational item: group discussed and has found local testing sites available in their counties. 

C.
CDFA Liaison draft proposal for changes to the current licensing system, refer to embedded documents
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· The sac valley group discussed the CDFA Liaison proposals that were originally presented at the February 2009 interim conference. 
· It was M/S/P by the Sac Valley Association to have the Personnel Standards Committee revisit the previous proposal by Jerry Howard that was presented at the Winter 2007 conference for revised licensing requirements for Agricultural Biologists, W&M Inspectors, Deputy A.C. & Sealers and Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers. 
· It was also M/S/P to not support the current proposal for changes in licensing requirements that has been provided by the CDFA Liaison.
D. 
Discuss 2010 Annual (Spring) Conference in central area (between Tehachapi’s and Sacramento) 

· Informational item: the Annual (Spring) Conference will be held in Dublin in 2010. This will be our first 4 day conference for the annual meeting.

E. 
Washington D.C. Delegation update 
· Frank Carl and Louie Mendoza provided an update from the recent Washington D.C. delegation trip that occurred on March 9, 10, & 11, 2009.

· The delegation met with a variety of legislative persons, USDA staff, Border Patrol & Customs, and a representative from the executive office of the White House. A number of issues were discussed; a major focus was on the Farm Bill appropriations for pest detection.  
· Frank Carl will be sending out the “Issue Papers” that were provided to Washington D.C. representatives to the Sac Valley membership. 
F. 
Egg Blitz 
· The Sac Valley Association discussed the annual “Egg Blitz” and involving the SJV CAC’s and possibly including all the area groups.
· It was M/S/P to set up the Egg Blitz for April 15, 2009 and to have the Chairman notify the other area groups of our intent to hold an Egg Blitz.
G. 
County staff listing availability at CDFA website, CACASA website or CDPR Solution 
· DPR is working on potentially keeping an updated county staffing list on their website.

· Mendoza has placed this item on the IMPAC agenda.
H.
AgGIS oversight committee update
· Mark Black provided an update from the committee’s March 4, 2009 meeting that included the following: 
· Open Source Licensing issues.

· Succession planning for Mike Quinn of Merced County.
· CACASA IT training opportunities and support as well as developing code by utilizing existing county staff.

· Immediate focus to develop the pesticide use reporting system for AgGIS.

I.
CACASA IT consultant update
· Mark Black provided an IT Consultant update including scenarios as to which direction the IT Consultant Committee will move forward with.
J.
Federal Certificate Talley Sheet- increased work load for staff?
· Mark Black provided an update on this issue, specifically the question on the amount of paperwork that is required to be sent to USDA for their statistics. Black stated that their ECS has told Glenn County that all supporting documents for phytos must be sent in at the end of each month as well as the “Tally Sheet”.
· It was M/S/P to send a letter to Helene Wright at USDA to see if the documents (such as the Tally Sheet) that are being requested to be sent to the ECS are actually a requirement of USDA.  Mary Mutz and Mark Black will write letter. 
K.
State Water Board Letter concerning diverters of surface water – general info 
· Mark Black provided an update on this issue. With the recent drought disaster declaration from the Governor, SWRCB has sent a letter to surface water users that entails that the SWRCB will be reviewing surface water rights, even pre 1914 water rights.

· SB12 would declare all irrigated agricultural land as a non beneficial use of water and would require all water for agriculture to come from wells.

· April 11, 2009 – western canal will allocate acre allocation.

· April 30, 2009 – call in date for water commitments.  
L. Apiary - subcommittee meeting update – Informational Item (also item 7 P.)
· Mark Black provided an update on uniform procedures for colony bee strength inspection.
· The proposed apiary colony strength inspection procedures will be on the Nursery, Seed and Apiary agenda for approval during the Annual (spring) conference. 

M.
$500 reimbursement to CACASA for Washington DC delegation support
· It was M/S/P to reimburse CACASA $500.00 for the Washington D.C. delegation.
N. 
DPR PUR Resolution
· Harry Krug provided an update on the DPR resolution for authorization of CAC’s to enter into contracts with DPR.
O.
Discussion of the Webinar with the personnel standards committee: The personal and professional growth survey
· This was a discussion issue by the group, the focus of the questions were brought about by the Long Range Planning Committee. The LRP Committee will compile the data and will utilize the information as some point. 

P.
Colony Bee Strength Inspection - Black

The Nursery, Seed & Apiary subcommittee assigned to create uniform statewide strength inspection procedures have developed a draft for consideration and possible action at the Spring Conference.  You and your area group members may wish to review the draft prior to the conference.  Attached you will find 1) draft inspection procedures 2) the table of random numbers 3) a strength inspection request/certificate form (sample) and 4) applicable F&A Code sections.
· Refer to item 7 L.
Item 8

CDFA Issues 
A. 
CDFA Report – Kevin Masuhara was not available and provided the following report prior to meeting (refer to embedded document)
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Item 9

DMS Issues

A. DMS Report: Ed Williams provided and extensive report, this report is attached as part of the minutes. Other items of interest were:
· Ken Lake retiring.
· Safeway Trust Fund project completed, up to 30% shortage on recycling products.

Item 10
CDPR Issues
A. 
CDPR Report provided by Jim Shattuck and Tom Babb 

(Refer to embedded document)
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Other items that were discussed were:

· John Sanders will be sending out letter regarding surface water.

· Bob Lilley, SLO CAC is moving forward with surface water quality pilot program for testing water.
· Counties can still sign up for structural training.

· Web based pesticide illness query program to be available: Cal PIQ.

· PRAMR’s are due by March 31, 2009.

· NRO will be moving to 3210 Beacon Avenue in West Sacramento sometime in May or June 2009.
B. (Escaped) Roundup Ready Canola
· Rick Landon & Harry Krug provided an update on escaped Roundup Ready Canola. Seed was provided to cooperative extension field adviser and was planted in 2006.  The manufacturer of the seed has a work plan to deal with the escaped plants.
Item 11
Executive Session

A. 
It was M/S/P to accept the following Slate of officers beginning May 2, 2009

Chair:  Jeff Pylman

Vice chair:  Louie Mendoza

Secretary:  Jim Allan

Treasurer:  Mary Mutz
B. IT Consultant

· The Sac Valley gave direction to Mark Black on IT Consultant as to which options to and not to proceed with.
Item 12
Next Meeting:
April 23, 2009 in Sacramento County
Item 13
Adjournment at 4:15pm

Respectfully submitted,

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.

Interim Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 
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Reason for Proposed Change


The current licensing requirements are built on a model where the entry level inspector is the only path to higher licenses that lead to promotional opportunity.  This has reduced the licensee levels to a point where some counties are experiencing difficulty in recruiting for vacancies.   

Concept


Develop a core license focused on technical competency of staff performing inspections that determine compliance with various laws and regulations enforced on agricultural operations in California.  The license is issued after passing an examination to validate the technical competency.


The core license functions as the basic foundation and the two higher licenses are granted by successfully obtaining the core license and having relevant experience in the field of agriculture.  This experience can be in the public sector working in regulatory programs at the local, state or federal levels.  It can also include private sector experience managing the typical business operations such as logistics/planning, government affairs and production.


Targeted Result


· Increase in the number of qualified candidates.


· Maintains the integrity of competency at all program levels.


Changes Needed to Implement Proposal


· FAC 2106 may need to be changed to reflect a course requirement focus and not reference the degrees.


· Numerous regulation language changes would be necessary.


PROPOSAL

Agricultural Biologist/Inspector License

· Minimum Qualifications- Possess a Bachelor degree and have completed 30 semester or 45 quarter units of basic and agricultural sciences.  The following courses shall be completed:


· General Biology lecture and laboratory


· Chemistry lecture and laboratory


· Advanced mathematics including calculus


· General Physics lecture and laboratory


· 12 units in Agricultural Science, Plant Science, Soil Science, Entomology, Microbiology, Environmental Science….

· Pass a comprehensive written examination with a score of 70% or higher.


Deputy Agricultural Commissioner License


· Possess a comprehensive Agricultural Biologist/Inspector license.


· Or possess all five of the previously qualifying licenses


And

· Have 5 years experience performing inspections, enforcing Agricultural laws and regulations, providing technical training, supervising staff performing the above functions, or;


· Possess a Masters of Public or Business Administration and 2 years experience as described above.


Agricultural Commissioner


· Possess a comprehensive Agricultural Biologist/Inspector license


· Or possess all five of the previously qualifying licenses

· Or possess a Deputy Agricultural Commissioner license

And

· Have 7 years experience performing inspections, enforcing Agricultural laws and regulations, providing technical training, supervising staff performing the above functions, or;


· Possess a Masters of Public or Business Administration and 3 years experience as described above.


Explanation of changes:


Bolded, blue changes were made by the southern area group.
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CDFA County/State Liaison Report


March 2009 Area Group Meetings


General


· On February 20, 2009 the Governor signed a budget package which made changes to the FY 2008-09 Budget and approved the FY 2009-10 Budget.  CDFA is awaiting detailed information on the impacts to the Department for both years.  In the meantime, the FY 2008-09 General Fund savings requirements are still in place.  When more detailed information on the budget is given to CDFA, an update will be provided to the counties. 


· The proposed regulations required by Chapter 324, Statutes of 2007 (formerly AB 771) were published in the California Regulatory Notice Register on February 27, 2009.  This begins the forty-five day public comment period.


· General Counsel, Linda Berg-Gandara will be leaving CDFA in mid-March.  She is returning to the Department of Justice.


· State employee furloughs will transition to a self-directed model.  This allows state offices to operate on normal business days.  Staff will work with management to choose furlough days that are least disruptive.


Administrative Services Division


· Letters notifying the agricultural commissioners of their share of the Unclaimed Gas Tax subvention will be sent in early March, with payment to be issued in mid- to late March. 


· Mike Cleary has been appointed to the position of Emergency Management Liaison for the Division of Administrative Services.  In this capacity, Mike will represent CDFA in many of the emergency management committees and ad hoc groups.  Mike will also work with the Plant and Animal programs to coordinate needed administrative support during emergency responses.


Animal Health and Food Safety Services


· Nothing to report


County Licensing


· Oral exams will be held from March 23rd to April 10th.  The following are the locations, dates, and rotating panel members.  Jim Shattuck and Kevin Masuhara will be on all panels.

· Tulare- March 23rd and 24th (Scott Hudson, Gary Castro)

· Redding- March 25th (Mark Quisenberry, Gary Castro)

· San Diego- March 30th (Mike Boitano, Kristen Macey)

· Arcadia- March 31st (Mike Boitano, Kristen Macey)

· Fairfield- April 6th and 7th (Bob Atkins, Roger Macey)

· Sacramento- April 8th and 9th (Bob Atkins, Roger Macey)

Division of Measurement Standards


· National Weights and Measures Week is March 1 to 7, 2009.


· The California Energy Commission has postponed the ATC hearing until 


March 11, 2009.


· There have been an increasing number of reports of inappropriate scales being used in the purchasing of gold.  Please keep DMS informed of any complaints your offices receive.


Inspection Services Division


· Nothing to report


Pierces Disease/ Glassy Winged Sharpshooter Program


· A comprehensive program overview was recently presented to the Wine Institute to help stakeholders better understand what the program has accomplished.  PD/GWSS staff are planning outreach efforts to present the information to local groups in the upcoming months.


Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services Division


· Asian Citrus Psyllid (San Diego and Imperial Counties)


· A nymph was found by a PCA in a young citrus block.  This is the first find in a production agricultural setting.


· A new trap for ACP is being evaluated.  It is hoped it will be more effective than the current traps in use.


· New detections occurred in the Niland area of northern Imperial county.


· An additional 400 meter treatment area will be established in Jamul.  A public meeting to discuss will be scheduled.


· Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)


· USDA-APHIS conducted an open house for the Moss Landing facility in late February.


· Robert Dowell will meet with Napa and Sonoma county Agricultural Commissioners to discuss possible release sites for sterile moths.


· The Department of Fish and Game released a report attributing the 2007 bird die-off in Santa Cruz to red tide conditions.


· Various Fruit Fly Projects


· Mex Fly in Azuza is estimated to be eradicated by July 9, 2009 with no further detections.  Ground treatments are projected to be completed


April 1.  Sterile releases continue over a 13 square mile area at a rate of 
500,000 per square mile.


· OFF in Lakewood, LA County.  MAT is projected to be completed by April 15th.


· Med Fly in San Diego County.  Spring Valley ground treatments are expected to continue until May 10th.  EL Cajon ground treatments should finish by March 28th, sterile releases continue in both areas.

· Gypsy Moth (Ventura County)


· Bt treatments began on March 9, 2009 and will require 60 days to treat the infested area.   Limited activist activity was reported at the beginning of the treatments.


· A High Risk Pest Exclusion committee meeting will be held on March 11 to discuss FY 2009-10 strategies.
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						Current Requirement		Proposed Requirement		Major Change

		Agricultural Biologist		Education		Bachelors in Agriculture, Biology,		Unspecified Bachelors degree with 30 semester		Focus is now on course work instead of major.

						Chemistry, Physical Sciences or		or 45 quarter units of specified courses.		Evaluating appropriate majors tended toward

						other disciplines.				course work but could be confusing and possibly

										arbitrary.

				Examination		5 subject areas with 120 written		5 subject areas with 350 written questions		The core technical license can be obtained by

						questions for each area.		administered at one sitting.		participating in one comprehensive exam.

						Only 3 subject areas can be

						examined for at one sitting.

				Experience		None required because this is the		Same as current requirement.		No change.

						entry level and relies on educational

						requirement being met.

		Deputy Ag. Commissioner		Education		Bachelors in Agriculture, Biology,		Same as Agricultural Biologist/Inspector since		No substantive change.

						Chemistry, Physical Sciences or		that will serve as the core technical license.

						other disciplines.

				Examination		125 written, 3 essay and an oral		None.		No longer examine.  Validation will be focused on

						interview.				relevant experience.

				Experience		2 years enforcing laws and regs.		5 years experience enforcing laws and regs.		More experience required but is balanced by not

						Also PCA or production ag.		Also include specified private sector experience.		having an exam.

						experience.		Also give 3 years credit for MPA or MBA.		Insures technical competency is proven.

		Agricultural Commissioner		Education		Bachelors in Agriculture, Biology,		Same as Agricultural Biologist/Inspector since		No substantive change.

						Chemistry, Physical Sciences or		that will serve as the core technical license.

						other disciplines.

				Examination		130 written and an oral		None.		No longer examine.  Validation will be focused on

						interview.				relevant experience.

				Experience		Must have Deputy license.		7 years experience enforcing laws and regs.		More experience required but is balanced by not

						4 years enforcing laws and regs.		Also include specified private sector experience.		having an exam.

						80 hours supervisor or manager		Also give 3 years credit for MPA or MBA.		Does not require a Deputy license first.

						classroom training.				Insures technical competency is proven.
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TO: County Agricultural Commissioners/Sealers and DPR Managers & Supervisors 


From: James Shattuck, DPR County Agricultural Commissioner Liaison

             Email: Jshattuck@cdpr.ca.gov

             Desk Phone: 916.445.3906


             Executive Office Phone: 916.445.4000


             Cell: 916.708.3906


Subject:  DPR COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER LIAISON


                              March 2009 MONTHLY REPORT


                                     [Report Date: March 10, 2009]


[Monthly Report is an Internal Document and not for Distribution 


Outside of DPR or CAC Offices]


CACASA Area Group Meeting Schedule and Liaison Attendance:


Due to my participation with the CAC/Sealer and Deputy Oral Exams- March 23 – April 9, Tom Babb and Jim Walsh will be attending commissioner area group meetings and providing a DPR Report.  I will be in contact with them during my absence from the office to ensure commissioners have current updates for these meetings. 


San Joaquin Valley- Mariposa- March 25-26- Jim Walsh Attending 


Coast – San Jose – March 12, Tom Babb Attending 


Southern- San Bernardino- March 19, Jim Shattuck and Jahan Motakef Attending 


Sacramento Valley – Woodland- March 26, Tom Babb Attending 


Northern – Ukiah – March 18- Jim Shattuck and Tom Babb Attending


April Meetings: Coast- Napa, Tom Babb Attending 


Note: DPR Chief Deputy, Chris Reardon will be attending 2009 CACAASA Area Group Meetings: (Note: Director Warmerdam and Associate Director Andrews will be scheduling area group meeting visits in 2009. Once those dates are confirmed, Shattuck will inform the respective area group Chair and Secretary)


Reardon’s confirmed area group meeting attendance:


Coast- March 12- Santa Clara County –  Reardon will not attend due to meeting conflict


Combined North and Sacramento Valley – June 11-12, Lassen County


San Joaquin- September 23, Stanislaus CAC Office


Southern – October 14-15, San Luis Obispo County

Other CACASA Meeting Attendance- CACASA Long Range Planning Meeting- Woodland –April. CAC Liaisons will not be attending due to Oral Exams. 


2009 CACASA Conference Meeting Schedule:


CACASA August Interim- Board of Directors Only- July 22-23: Location: CDFA


CACASA Spring Conference – San Diego, April 27 – May 1- Town and Country Resort and Hotel Conference Center


Commissioner Vacancies: The following is a status of current or anticipated vacancies.

Humboldt- Vacant (Siskiyou Commissioner/Sealer Griffin, Acting)


Director Warmerdam Speaking and Conference Schedule:


March 12- Ventura ( Spray Safe Coalition Event)- Shattuck and Brooks attending. The Spray Safe Program is designed to reduce spray drift, enhance worker safety, and protect public health through more effective communications. DPR has provided funding for this Program. Two additional events will be held, one in Stanislaus County and the other in San Joaquin County- dates to be determined.  


General Information:

Notification, Application Specific Proposed Regulations. The public comment period ended in December 2008 and staff are in the process of reviewing comments. 


Legislation:  DPR is continuing to monitor the following Bills: (For more information, please see the DPR Weekly Legislative Report e mailed to you by Shattuck)


AB 21 (Lowenthal)- Methyl Bromide


AB 967 (Ma) - Pesticide Safety


AB 835 (Monning) – Pesticides, Volatile Organic Compound Emissions


AB 622 (Swanson) – Pesticides (Aerial Applications- Buffer Zones)


DPR Legislative Office Staffing- Liz Pelham has accepted a position in the Registration Branch as an Environmental Program Manager I and will be starting this new assignment on March 16.  If you have any questions regarding legislation, please contact  DPR Chief Deputy Chris Reardon at 916-445-4000 or Creardon@cdpr.ca.gov

Enforcement Response Regulations (ERR) CACASA Sub-committee Meeting Conference Call: This sub-committee is comprised of CACs and DPR staff. The group is in the process of reviewing suggested changes to the regulations. The work group is still meeting and Cliff Smith of the Enforcement Branch has indicated he will be visiting with area groups in the near future to discuss a more detailed version of the suggested changes


Structural Pest Control Training- Enforcement Branch (Enforcement Ltr. 09-03)


March 16 - 18, Covina


April 20 – 22,  Dublin


CAC/Sealer and Deputy Sealer/Commissioner Oral Exam Schedule:


Oral Panel-  Shattuck and Masuhara ( CAC Liaisons), CACASA Representative, and CDFA, Division of Measurement Standards Representative. 


Tulare CAC Office- March 23-24


Shasta CAC Office- March 25


San Diego CAC Office – March 30


Los Angeles CAC Office- March 31


Solano CAC Office- April 6 – 7


Sacramento,CDFA- DMS Office April 8 – 9


Note: Shattuck will be checking E- mail and voice mail during his absence from Sacramento from March 23 – April 9. A reply may hot occur until the next business day. If your matter is urgent, please contact the appropriate Branch Chief or Chuck Andrews (916-445-4000/ Candrews@cdpr.ca.gov)


. 


DPR Air Monitoring Projects.  UCD’s Western Center for Agricultural Health and Safety is studying the health of approximately 400 farm worker families in Mendota (Fresno County) over several years. For details see http://agcenter.ucdavis.edu/research/current.php. DPR will be assisting with a smaller study aimed at 100 families as part of the UCD project above. Environmental Monitoring Branch staff will provide support for air monitoring; specifically DPR will measure indoor and outdoor air concentrations of multiple pesticides.


DPR Rulemaking Calendar for 2009: This calendar can be found on DPR’s website at 


http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regshome.htm

DPR is moving forward with the following Regulation Packages:


1. Pesticide Container Recycling and Certification- Lynn Owen, Contact


2. Personal Protective Equipment- Harvard Fong, Contact


3. Maintenance Gardner Subcategory “q”- Ann Hanger, Contact


4. Methyl Bromide Field Fumigation-Linda O’Connell, Contact

DPR 2007 Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program Summary- This summary will be released to the public on March 24. Lea Brooks, DPR’s Communication Director will 


E-mail CACs in advance of the public release with the details of the summary. 


DPR School IPM Training. DPR will be holding workshops in Stockton (March 18) and Visalia (April 8).  Sewell Simmons, Ssimmons@cdpr.ca.gov is the contact. 


Fresno-Madera CAPCA Talk.  On March 19, Randy Segawa will present a VOC update to this group in Fresno. 


Air Quality National Parks Talk. On April 8-9, Randy Segawa will be attending a workshop on air quality at Sequoia National Park. Randy will be making a presentation on regulation of pesticides in air at this workshop. 


DPR Training for USDA-NRCS Field Staff. On March 17, Rich Marovich, Matt Fossen, Bob Elliott, Pat Matteson, and Enviromental Monitoring Branch staff will participate with UC IPM and NRCS IPM Project partners in a King City Regional Training session for NRCS field staff and UCCE advisors from the central coast. The one-day training will focus on California pesticide regulations, IPM resources, locally active IPM outreach projects, the NRCS Technical Service Provider program and DPR’s Orchard Pesticide VOC Reduction project in San Joaquin Valley. This is the second of four such regional trainings requested and organized by CA NRCS. The two remaining sessions will be held in Riverside and Colusa. 
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