
[image: image1.wmf]
SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
         
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association
      Alpine  Amador  Butte  Calaveras  Colusa  El Dorado  Glenn  Nevada

Placer  Sacramento  Solano  Sutter  Tuolumne  Yolo  Yuba
Minutes
Wednesday September 24th, 2008 
Thursday September 25th, 2008
Chico Veteran’s Hall

554 Rio Lindo Ave

Chico, CA 95928


In Attendance:

Mark Black, Glenn County 




Bill Stephans, El Dorado/Alpine County

Dave Wilson for Frank Carl, Sacramento County
Mike Boitano, Amador County

Louie Mendoza, Yuba County 



Mark Quisenberry, Sutter County

Richard Price, Butte County



Harry Krug, Colusa County



Jim Allan, Solano County 




Mary Mutz, Calaveras County
Christine Turner, Placer County



Rick Landon, Yolo County

Vicki Helmar, Tuolumne County



Jeff Pylman, Nevada County
Guests:

Tom Pisani, Butte County




Mary Daniels, Butte County

Kevin Masuhara, CDFA Liaison



James Shattuck, CDPR Liaison

Roberta Firoved, CA Rice Commission


Tim Johnson, CA Rice Commission

Navid Khan, Butte County




Eric Pittman, Butte County
Item 1

Call to Order -
The meeting was called to order at 1:05pm on 9-24-08 and at 






8:35am on 9-25-08
Item 2

Additional Agenda Items

A. Glyphosate Contamination – 
· Mark Q provided an update on the concern that aerial applications of glyphosate during the fall and early winter might be affecting nursery trees, especially in almonds. Sutter County will be working with affected nursery and with CDPR on monitoring air saturation and air movement this year and will conduct more studies
B.
W&M Inspections and Type Approval – 
· Mark Q provided an update wherein DMS and Sutter County were checking vehicle scales in which the vehicle scale system controller had been type approved in 1998. A problem is occurring in that the vehicle scale system controller can be manually manipulated and therefore is not legal for certifying weight. DMS has suggested condemning all scales that meet that criterion. Sutter County instead will conduct some random QC on scales to check for accuracy 
C.
RWQCB Stakeholders Work Group – 
· The CVRWQCB will be conducting a public meeting on October 9, 2008 to establish a stakeholder’s working group.  As part of this, the group will assist in the development of a long term irrigated lands regulatory program. Rick Landon from Yolo County will represent the Sac Valley on this working group 

D. AgGIS Update – 
· Mark Black provided an update on AgGIS, which included clarification on what the regulatory requirements for operator ID numbers are based on a memo from CDPR staff. A written AgGIS report was also distributed to the group and an electronic version of the report will also be sent by Mark Black
E.
Apiary Ordinance – 
· Mark Black distributed and discussed a draft apiary ordinance for Glenn County. Contact Mark for a copy of ordinance if so desired 
F.
Honey Bee Seminar – 
· Richard Price passed out a handout regarding a Honey Bee Seminar on October 15, 2008 in Modesto
G.
Sac Valley Schedule for 2009 –

· The Sac Valley group has decided upon the following dates & locations for meetings in 2009 – Generally, the 2nd Thursday of the month
· January 8th – Sacramento County

· February – Interim in Sacramento
· March 12th – Yolo County

· April 23rd – Sacramento County

· April 27th – May 1st : Spring Conference - San Diego

· May 14th – Solano County

· June 11th & 12th – joint meeting with Northern Group (pending dates)
· July 9th & 10th – Calaveras County

· August 5th & 6th – Interim in Sacramento

· September 10th – Amador County

· October 8th – Yuba County
· November 12th – Sacramento County

· December?? – Winter Conference – Sacramento

Item 3

Approval of July 30th, 2008 Meeting Minutes
· M/S/P to approve minutes from July 30th, 2008
Item 4

Correspondence

· Gordon Sweeney had contacted Chairman Mutz in regards to who were the chairs of deputy groups. Chairman Mutz provided names of officers and will ask for meeting schedules from the Sac Valley Deputy groups
Item 5

Treasurer’s Report ($) Mutz
· $1,391.39 available balance
· Butte & Placer County still outstanding for dues
Item 6

CACASA Issues
A.
New Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer Mentor Program – Sac Valley policy? 

As reviewed at the Ethics Committee orientation, besides one mentor it was suggested that Area Groups, adjoining counties, and the Legislative Committee all participate in the mentoring process. It was suggested that a more structured network approach be taken: Area Group Chair appoints two members as welcoming committee, and adjoining county Ag Commissioners/Sealers also meet with the new appointee.
· Harry Krug, as the Dean of CACASA will attend the Assistants Conference this year and speak to the group in regards to County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC) job requirements, qualities and roles
· It was M/S/P to amend the Sac Valley By Laws to implement a welcoming committee for newly appointed CAC’s consisting of the current chairperson and most senior CAC from the Sac Valley Group
· It was M/S/P to send a letter to the CACASA Board of Directors that the President and Dean of CACASA contact all newly appointed CAC’s as soon as possible
B.
Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) Retreat – 

LRPC Chairman Hudson is requesting feedback from the Area Groups as to what the retreat should focus upon and a time-line to accomplish these and other goals. Scott is requesting this information by late-September, 2008 in order to develop an agenda for the retreat (see LRPC Minutes, August 2008 Interim Meeting).
· Mark Q provided an update on a variety of topics that the long range planning committee could work on. Mark has an extensive written list and it was recommended that he forward his list to Scott Hudson
C. 
County Record Retention Policy – 

At the Interim Conference in August - It was M/S/P that the Board of Directors discuss establishment of a records retention policy for the Association. It was further M/S/C to request that DPR develop a (county) record retention policy and bring it forward at the 2008 Winter Conference. It was asked of the Association that county retention policies be communicated to Jim Shattuck
· Shattuck has queried CAC’s for county retention policies, ordinances or resolutions and is in the process of compiling the data
· It was M/S/P to send a letter to the CACASA Board of Directors requesting that CDFA provide guidelines for record retention length for CDFA required records.
· Discussion of CACASA documents and retention of those documents and how long to keep certain documents ensued. Richard Price is to contact Jennifer Ryder Fox to see if an intern program is available for archiving CACASA records
· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors that the association keep records no more than ten years, except for historical records of significance.
D. 
Pest Ratings Regulation Subcommittee – proposal of new regulations 
· Richard Price provided minutes from this meeting that occurred in Sacramento on August 26, 2008. The subcommittee will meet again on October 27, 2008. Anyone having comments in regards to pest ratings or the process is asked to please forward them to Richard Price prior to the next subcommittee meeting.
E. 
 APHIS-PPQ: Fresh Table Grapes from Chile imported into continental U.S. “under a systems approach” 
· Mark Q provided information on this issue. A systems approach is an alternative to methyl bromide treatments for grapes that will be imported into U.S. This approach is to provide protection against the introduction of quarantine pests into U.S. Richard Price is to contact Mike Boitano regarding this issue and it will be discussed with the Board of Directors
F. 
Pest exclusion/detection update and status of pests and diseases – 
· Richard Price provided the group with a variety of pest and disease issues that are occurring at the federal, state and local level
· Louie Mendoza stated that Yuba County has found Fungal Brown Spot on wild rice for the first time in California

· Jim Allan stated that two “Q” rated mites were discovered in Solano County via the University of California Extension Service. Solano County was having issues on finding the origination of the plants on which the mites were found 
G. 
USDA - APHIS – Wildlife Services – data program concerns – 
· Richard Price brought forth an issue of wild life specialists spending substantial amount of time on data entry. This is not only an issue in Butte County but throughout the Sac Valley as other CAC’s shared the same concern. Chairman Mutz in association with the group will direct Sac Valley representatives, Mike Boitano & Bill Stephans of the Weed & Vert committee to place this item on the agenda for that committee at the winter conference 
H.
WMA minimum requirements – (Thursday September 25, 2008)
· Bill Stephans brought forth an issue with the current WMA requirements. This included the lack of any “mandatory” language for WMA’s and the permissiveness of the language in current WMA requirements. Mr. Stephans presented the group with a modified version of the WMA requirements that he distributed to the group. After discussion:
· It was M/S/P to support the WMA requirements as presented by Bill Stephans and that Bill Stephans forward those requirements to the Weed & Vert Committee chairman Pat Griffin.
I.
WMA funding – (Thursday 9-25-08)
· WMA funding was discussed by CACASA President Boitano, including the  potential of placing regulations in place for WMA’s

J.
Farm Bill - (Thursday 9-25-08)
· Farm Bill was discussed by CACASA President Boitano, including the  following:
· USDA funding ($12 million) for trapping and how it may be dispersed

· PCIT/phyto issuance and the collection of $16.00 for each phyto for the USDA
K.
Update on Sac Valley Deputy group officers – 
· Chairman Mutz provided an update on Sac Valley Deputy Ag & Sealer officers as follows:
· Deputy Ag: Chairman – Josh Huntsinger, Placer; Vice Chair – Ramona Sanders, Sacramento; Secretary – Steve Scheer, Sutter

· Deputy Sealers: Chairman – Joe Damiano, Nevada; Vice Chair – Dave Lazier, Sacramento; Secretary – Kevin Wright, Calaveras

L.
IT Consultant Discussion – request for locations for on-site interviews - 
· Mark Black brought forth a request for counties that would like to participate for onsite interviews as part of the IT Consultant process: 
· For RMMS - Calaveras County has volunteered 

· For AgGIS – Glenn County and Yuba County have volunteered
M.
Murphy’s Meeting Logistics – 
· Chairman Mutz received lodging information from the group for the meeting to be held on November 20 & 21, 2008. There will be a $5.00 registration fee

N.
Personnel standards discussion regarding letter for CAC support -
· Chairman Mutz brought this issue back to our area group. Although there were good intentions for the letter, the Sac Valley group recommends withdrawing the idea letter completely at this time
O.
Electronic transfers of contract payments to counties from the State -  
· Vicki Helmar brought forth this issue stating that a $35.00 charge is occurring for all electronic fund transfers from the state to the county. Discussion ensued and counties will be checking to see if they are also getting billed this electronic transfer fee. 
Item 7

CDFA Issues 
A. 
CDFA Report (Thursday 9-25-08)
· Mr. Kevin Masuhara presented an extensive CDFA report to the group. His report will be sent as an attachment to these minutes. 
· Refer to recent emails (two) sent the week of September 22, 2008 from Mr. Masuhara regarding the effect of the adopted state budget and the impacts to border station funding
· Mr. Masuhara discussed the issues of telephone calls for obtaining “status” of current exam results. It is recommended that persons wait until they receive their written results

· Alternative licensing requirements for inspectors/deputies was discussed for persons that are not currently in the “county system”. There may be optional pathways to achieve our licensing requirement. This issue will be brought back to the association at a later date by Mr. Masuhara. 

· Mr. Masuhara also stated that the California Rural Crime Prevention Task Force was having meetings, this led to a discussion on CAC’s participation on this issue
· It was M/S/P to recommend to the CACASA Board of Directors that a CACASA representative attend the California Rural Crime Prevention Task Force meetings.
· An update was provided on current CAC vacancies
B. 
Red Rice survey update (2008) - 
· Mark Black stated that Glenn County in conjunction with Chris Greer from U.C. will start delimitation survey for red rice. Delimitation will be conducted within one mile from known infested sites and the program will cover 2 or 3 year period. Some of the sites will have GPS coordinates tabulated
C.
 Apiary survey for Small Hive Beetle - 
· Black reported that SHB quarantines are still in effect and that border stations will be looking for SHB as long as counties continue to survey for SHB or as long as SHB is not widely spread.
Item 8

DMS Issues

A. 
DMS Report (Thursday 9-25-08)
· Mr. Kevin Masuhara provided a DMS report to the group. 
· CDFA is a member of the California Fuel Cell Partnership for hydrogen fuel
· Kathy DeContreras from DMS can provide Spanish translation for QC inspection at markets, contact DMS for this service
· Lumber/plywood measurements discussed  
· Kern County facility lost 23,000 gallons of diesel due to someone altering the electronic dispenser at the fueling station
· Wet tare/Dry tare issue was discussed by the group. California is a “wet tare” state and does not conform to handbook 130. Sealers shared their concerns with regard to becoming a “dry tare” state
Item 9

CDPR Issues 

A. 
CDPR Report (Thursday 9-25-08)
· Mr. James Shattuck presented and extensive CDPR report to the group. His report will be sent as an attachment to these minutes. 
B. California Rice Commission – Clincher CA® and other rice pesticides issues – 
· Tim Johnson & Roberta Firoved from the California Rice Commission (CRC) gave a presentation on concerns involving the application and monitoring of rice pesticides. The CRC supports the enforcement of rice regulations and labeling by CAC’s. Various other rice related issues were discussed with the CRC, including: registrant support and responsibility, communication on issues and water quality concerns.  Additionally, the CRC reminded the CAC’s that the notification and application specific information for field workers comment period was ending in October.
C. 
Notification and Application Specific Information

· Comments are due by October 10, 2008. It is recommended that CAC’s send their comments to Mike Boitano so that those comments can be presented at the Board of Directors meeting next Wednesday (October 1, 2008). Boitano will be coordinating a conference call for the Board of Directors that will include this issue for discussion
Item 10
Executive Session

A. 
Executive Director 
B. 
PUE Enforcement actions 
Item 11
Next Meeting:
October 22nd & 23rd, 2008 in San Joaquin County
Item 12
Adjournment on 9-24-08 at 4:45pm and on 9-25-08 at noon
Respectfully submitted,

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.

Interim Secretary  

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Commissioner’s Association 
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