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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES
Wednesday, March 17, 2009
Webinar/Conference Call

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Officers: 
Directors:


Mike Boitano, President
Dave Whitmer
Eric Lauritzen
Scott Hudson, President-Elect
Bob Rolan
Dave Robinson
Bob Atkins, Vice-President (Ag)
Mary Pfeiffer
Rick Gurrola



Bill Stephans, Vice-President (W&M)
Rick Landon
Mark Black
Mark Quisenberry, Secretary
Rick LeFeuvre
John Gardner
Dennis Bray, Past-President

Guests:  Membership 
I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m.

II. Old (Unfinished) Business

a. Wet-Tare Update

President Boitano discussed his and Kurt Floren’s presentation “WET 
TARE / DRY TARE - What is FAIR vs. FARE in Meat/Poultry Package 
Inspection” before the American National Standards Institute’s (ANSI) 
Consumer Interest Forum in Washington D.C.  

WEBSITE:  http://truthabouttare.com
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b. USDA Wildlife Services (Funding)

President Boitano stated that there will be an increase of 3.8-percent to 
contract counties in 
FY2009-10. President Boitano is working with Tim 
Cansler, et al regarding increased funding for California. A white paper is 
currently being circulated.

c. Executive Director (RFP/Funding)

President Boitano discussed the need to move forward. Adequate funds 
have been identified to cover our Federal Legislative Advocate, Post-
AB1713 activities and an Executive Director. A draft RFP is currently 
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being reviewed by the Finance Committee members for approval at the 
Annual Conference.   
III. New Business

a.
Washington DC Business



Greg Van Wassenhove discussed their meeting with members, USDA and 

President Obama’s staff. Discussions covered eleven topics (see Frank 


Carl’s March 30, 2009 email); up to eight additional dog teams are being 


explored; and Farm Bill funds should be flowing shortly. Kudos was given 


to Tim Cansler for his excellent service to our DC delegates.

b.
Ag Day at the Capitol, March 24th 

Mark Quisenberry discussed that due to fees being charged this year 
CACASA will not participate as in the past. Commissioners however 
should meet with their legislators this day in concert with the event. 

IV. Executive Session
a. CDFA Liaison Meeting

President Boitano and Mark Quisenberry discussed their meeting with Mr. 
Masuhara and Mr. Wynn. The 1984 CACASA/CDFA MOU regarding the 
“Agreement for Attaining Mutual Objectives” needs to be reviewed and
revised as necessary, as well as both liaisons duties. 
V. Adjournment
President Boitano adjourned the conference call at 4:17 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Mark Quisenberry, Executive Secretary
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

DEC 1 7 2008

Mr. Mike Boitano, President

California Agricultural Commissioners &
Sealers Association

12200 Airport Road

Jackson, California 95642-9527

Dear Mr. Boitano:

Thank you for your October 6, 2008, letter to the Department of Agriculture (USDA) on behalf
of the California Agricultural Commissioners & Sealers Association (CACASA). CACASA is
requesting that the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) suspend the implementation of
amendments to Code of Federal Regulations Title 9, (9 CFR) Parts 317, 381, and 442, as
announced in a September 9, 2008, Federal Register notice.

As you are aware, on October 9, 2008, FSIS issued the final rule to amend regulations regarding
methods to determine net weight of meat and poultry products. It is my hope that the discussion
held during your recent visit to the Office of Food Safety adequately addressed your concerns,
and that you better understand the basis for the Agency’s actions on this issue.

The Agency is committed to keeping the lines of communication open, as we believe that frank

and open discussions and the exchange of information will foster improvements in food safety
and public health.

| appreciate your interest in this issue and hope you find this information helpful. Again, thank
you for your letter.

Sincerely,

H. Scott Hurd, DVM, PhD
Acting Under Secretary
Office of Food Safety

An Equal Opportunity Employer






