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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
General Session

Minutes
Wednesday, May 16 2007
4:00 p.m.

Piccadilly Inn University
4961 North Cedar Avenue 

Fresno, CA 93726
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Officers:




Directors:





Jerry Prieto, President


Dave Bengston
Mark Lockhart
Earl McPhail, President Elect


Gary Caseri

Bill Stephans
Tim Niswander, V. P. Agriculture

Dave Whitmer

Greg Van Wassenhove
Jim Delperdang, V. P. Wts & Measures
Gary Kunkel

Dennis Gudgel
Ed Meyer, Executive Secretary

Bob Lilley

Kurt Floren
Mark Quisenberry, Past President


I. Call to Order at 4:00 PM– Jerry Prieto, President
II. Life Member and Honorary Life Member Awards- Presentations were moved to the end of the meeting;
a. Honorary Life Membership was awarded to A.J. Yates

b. Honorary Life Membership was also awarded to Aurelio Posadas, who was unable to attend.

c. Life Membership was awarded to Edouard Layaye, who was unable to attend.

d. A special award was presented to Ed Williams for his outstanding service to CDFA and the Association as County Liaison.
e. The Sacramento Valley Area Group recognized Dennis Pooler on his impending retirement.

f. Association members were also informed that Glen Anderson has announced his retirement in August.

Congratulations and best wishes to all with your new endeavors!

III. Reports

a. Executive Director Report- Dan Webb

i. Moved to the Board of Directors meeting on Friday

b. IMPAC- Tim Niswander

i. IMPAC met this week and discussed some of the organizational issues related to the proposal to make IMPAC a Standing Committee. This issue will be brought back to the Association at Board of Directors on Friday.
c. Washington D.C. Travel- Prieto/Van Wassenhove
i. Update on Federal Legislation- Tim Cansler

Tim was introduced to the Association. He has been working with the Association and Monterey County on the Federal initiative. Tim has an extensive background having worked in the Marketing Program at USDA with Undersecretary Hawks. He has also worked for the Farm Service Agency, Farm Bureau and has a farming background having raised black angus cattle and tobacco.
Tim gave the following report of activities in Washington D.C.:

Our efforts for pest detection funding are currently imbedded in three bills in the House. The version we worked to introduce, HR 667 (Costa) has 49 cosponsors. HR 1600 (Cardoza) has 118 cosponsors. HR 2144 (Delauro) has 24 cosponsors. There are over 133 members, representing 31 States who are supporting various versions of the Early Detection and Surveillance Improvement Act that was originally introduced.

This week the Agriculture Committee Chair, Collin Peterson, will be marking up the 3 versions of the Farm Bill. Cardoza will be in a position to press for his bill. 
The Senate has reserved space to work on the Farm Bill the end of June. If the bill can’t make that timeline, it won’t be placed on the Senate calendar until September. The Farm Bill ends on September 30.

$50 million has been inserted into the legislation but the “pay-go rule” has an impact. New money has to come from a reduction taken from another source.

On the House side there is a $20 billion reserve fund to deal with requests for specialty crops, renewable fuels, conservation programs, etc.  On the Senate side there is $15 billion.

Demand for renewable energy and this year’s sustained higher prices for commodities like corn could potentially lead to a lower demand for price supports. This could provide some “pay-go” opportunities to strengthen detection and surveillance programs.  

Tim also discussed USDA, PPQ, CAPS and how they relate.

Our first line of defense is at the borders and is conducted by Homeland Security, Customs and the Border Patrol at sea ports, airports and land border crossings. PPQ provides training to Customs and the Border Patrol and also provides expertise on the identification of pests.
Our second line of defense is the Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) which is a cooperative agreement by Federal and State organizations to conduct surveillance, detection and monitoring of agricultural crop pests and control agents. They survey and trap for specific pests agreed to in their cooperative agreements.  The California CAPS Advisory Committee is headed up by John Hooper. Carla Thomas is a member of the committee. The advisory committee submits a list of potential targets to Regional and National CAPS committees and helps develop a state level database. (The group suggested putting a CAC on the California CAPS Advisory Committee. There are 16 articles that need to be complied with under CAPS.

IV. Old Business

a. Residual Mil Fee – Discussion

Discussed at PRAC

b. Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement- Discussion
Carried to Friday

V. New Business

a. LBAM

A delegation of Agricultural Commissioners from infested counties is meeting with the Technical Working Group tonight in San Jose. The TWG is touring the infested counties today, meeting tomorrow and planning to release their recommendations to the public on Friday afternoon.  
VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

a. Proposed ruling on fees for issuance of phytosanitary certification – Prieto

Discussed in Pest Prevention

VII. Additional Agenda Items

None

Respectfully submitted,


Ed Meyer 


Executive Secretary
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